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book X. 


T he French detachment, which matched under the command of 
Saubinet, againfl; Trinomalee, were refifted with biavery by the 
kelhdar appointed by Kiftnarow of Thiagar, who flood thiee afTaults, 
in the laft of which the French ftoimed the pagoda, and with much 
fury put 500 men to the fword. This conqueft was gained on the 
loth of September, and on the i6th Mr. Soupire appeared with a 
large divifion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafabeg not 
thinking tenable had left with a few troops to refifl; flight af* 
faults, and returned with the reft to defend Trivatore, Carangoly 
fubmitted on the hi ft fummons, and at the fame time another de-* 
tachment under the command of the Chevalier de Crilloh marched 
agamfl Tiivatore, where Murzafabeg, with 300 horfe of his own, 
joined by as many belonging to the Nabob, from Aicot, and a body 
of Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and w^ere foon defeated and dif- 
perfed; in confequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without 
father refiftance. In the mean time Mr, Tally himfelf, with an 
efcort of hoife, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangoly, Chittapet, 
and feveral minor pofts, and then came to Vandiwafh, where all the 
detachments had affernbled fiom theirdifFerent expeditions. Here he 
was joined by Mr. Buffy, who, leaving the troops which he had brought 
from the northward to the condudl of Moracin at Nelore, had pafied 
from hence with his private retinue, under rhe fafe^uard of a pafF- 
poit gi anted by the prefidency of Madrafs. From Vandiwafh Mr. 
Tally detached the Count D’Eftaign with a part of the aimy to re- 
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cluce the foit of Aicot, to whom Timery fnueiidciecl in the way 
without refiftance; and befoie he arrived at Aicot, Rajahfahcb had 
fucceeded in a negotiation witli the Nabob’s kellidai to dehvei up the 
foi t on an infignificant capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the tak- 
ing pofTeffionof the citadel of the capital Would magnify his leputa- 
tion in the piovince, lefolved to rccenc the furrcndei in peifon, and 
made his entiy into the fort on the 4th of Odlobcr, under the dif- 
chaige of all the cannon; and dii])atchcd oiders to Pondicheir} 
and the othci Ficnch gaiiifons to pioclaim the acquifition with the 
iame oftentation. 

The Prefidency of Madrals faw in thefc ojierations nothing but 
what they expelled w'^ould have hajipeticd'imlncdiately aftei the fall of 
Fort St. David ;'and the pieleivation of Chinglapet, if in their power,, 
gave 'them more folicituclc, 'than 'the abandoning of all the other 
foi ts' together, \vhich the iilfeiioiity of then force had 'left them 'no 
means ofpreferving At, the icqueft of therentei of Chinglapet, they 
had lent two’ conipanies of Sepoys’ to guard this fort, whiI/ 1 : his own 
men with arms were employed m piotedling the harvefts, and the 
fame 'number of Sepoys were fent at the fame time to garrifon 
'Conjeveram. Towaids thediKpof Auguft a lieutenant was ap- 
r pointed to command th'dfe in Chiiigliipet, and carried with him an- 
other company. On the 14th of September arived the company’s 
'Ihip Pitt, of 50 guns: die failed from England on tlie 6th of March 
together with fix others, under the convoy of the Grafton of 70, 
and the Sunderland of 60 guns, coming to reinfoice Mr. Pococke’s 
fquadion ; on board of thefe diips w^ei e embaiked 900 men of the king’s 
troops, embodied in a regiment under the command of lieutenant colo- 
nel Draper, who with major Brereton, and 100 of the regiment, ai rived 
and landed from on boaid the Pitt, but 50 had died on the paflage of a 
contagion, then called the Bied: fevei, which had pafled during the w':tr 
from the Fiench mai me into many Englidi diips. The troops ivhich, 
came 111 the Pitt, and the expeflation that the other dnps with the 
reft would ariive befoie the change of the monlbon, encouraged 
the Prefidency to fend foui companies more of Sepoys to Ching- 
lapet. this reinforcement flopped tlie maich of a confideiable de- 
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tachment, which had fet out on the 19th from Carangoly to attack 
that place, where, immediately aftei, arrived 'the two companies of 
Sepo}'S fiom Conjeveram, reti eating as foon as Trivatore was le- 
-dlicei The 'gairifon, now .confifting of nine companies, was deemed 
- almoft fiifficieilt to, maintain f the fort, untiL 1 elieved from Madrafs; 
■'and captain Richard 'SmitkiWas appointed to take the command, and 

itli him were lent t'^vo commiffioned officers, a leijeant, aicoi- 
poral, and 12'Tliiiiropean , gunners, and two field-pieces 5 lo that the 
whole TiiimbermfflL/iiropeans, including). the lerjeants of the Sepoys, 

* Tvere thirty cholen men, and captain Smith was ordered to 'defend 
The.fort^at all events and extremities. On the 25th, the fquadron 
'commanded by Mr.Tococke anchored in the load, having executed 
'a.fecrettcommiffion which had dej:ained him all this while to the 
fouthward, and had. give n< rife to a variety of eironeous leports and 
conje6lures. The Prefidency on the 25th of Augufi: had, finally re- 
’folvcd to recall Major- Calliaud fiom Tritchi nopoly,, with all the 
-Euibpean foldiers and Coffiees in the gairifon, excepting , fuch as 
‘ were in the feivice of th'e aitillery, or annexed to the Sepoys. Cal- 
diaud, jufi: as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the 
' 5th of September, that a very large fleet of Englifh fliips were ai lived 
at Anj'engo there; Which, although doubtful, required him to fiilpend 
his departuie until. moie cei tain -ad vices, which he received on the 
15th, and the next day began his march with 180 Europeans and 50 
CofFrees, leaving, according to his infl:ru 61 iohs, the command of the 
gairifon, in Which were now included the 2000 Sepoys bi ought by 
•Mahomed Iflbof from Tinivelly, to captain Jofeph Smith. The 
'detachment marching through the Tanjore country met every kind 
of afiiftance in their way, and on the embarked fiom Necra- 
patam on board the fquadron,which arrived two days after at Madrafs. 
This reinfoi cement mcieafed the means of protedling Chinglapet; 
and- four more field-pieces, with a complement of-Eafcars to work 
them, were fent thither on the 2d of Oaober. 

Mr. Lally at length faw the importance of this place, which, 20 
. days before, he might have taken hy efcalade 111 open day,' and refolved 
to march againfl; it with his whole force as foon as he had fettled forae 
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Enaiigements in the government of Aicot, and the adjacent countries, 
in the mean time his communication with Chmglapet was opened by 
the poffeliion of Covrepauk and Conjeveram, which his detachments 
, found evacuated. But his lateacquifitions had not hitherto reimbuifed, 
die expences of the held, nor eUabliflied his credif to borrow : to 
that his treafury could barely fupply' the pay of _ the foldiers, and 
could not provide the other means of putting the army in motion, ' 
and all that the government of Pondicherry could immediately fur- 
nifh was 1 0,000 rupees : pretending therefoi e much indignation at 
this diiappointment, he diftiibuted the troops into various canton-^ 
meiits, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Buffy, to Pondi- 
cherry, where as ufual he imputed the failure of his intentions againlf 
Chmglapet to the miiraanagements of the Company’s adminiftration, 
Notwithftanding his deep animofity to Mr. Buffy, reipedt to the dif- 
, tinguifhed chaiadtei of this officer confined Mr. Lally to the obfer- 
vances of public civility ; which impoled on no one, as he had ftiU 
more pubhckly expieffed his leal opinions. The rank which Mr. 
Buffy held at this time was only that pf lieutenant colonel ; and 
befides Mr. Soupire, who was a major general, fix of the officers ar- 
rived from France weie colonels, who of courfe muff 'command 
him on all fei vices when adling together. The colonels, fehfible 
of the advantages which might be derived from his- abilities, and his 
experience and rejiutation in the country, and how much the op- 
portunities would be precluded by the prefent inferiority of his 
rank, figned a declaiation, repueftiiig, on thefe confiderations, that 
he might be appointed a Brigadier General, m fupei feffion to them- 
felves, which would place him next in command to Mr. Soupire. 
The public zeal which dilated this lequeff, conferied as much 
honour on thofe who made it, as their teftimony on Mr. Bufly. 
Their names, highly worthy of lecord on this occafion,' were inoffly' 
of ancient and noble defceiit; D’Eftaign, de Landivifiau, de la Faire, 
Bietueil, Veidiere, and Ciillon; Mr. Lally could make no objeflion, 
but with his ufual afperity imputed the compliment to the influence 
of Mr. Bufly^’s money, mffead of his reputation. 


The 
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The appioachof the ftoimy monfoon warned the Englifh fquadion 
to qmt the coaft; and Mr. Pococke, as on all other occafions of con- 
fequence, confulted the Prefidency on the fecurity of Madrafs dur* 
ing his abfence. They were of opmion that the enemy, if at all, 
would not attat:k the town before the rams had ceafed, which gene- 
rally happens about the end of November, and had no doubt of de- 
fending It until reinfoi cements fliould airive, or the -fquadion return. 
But as the latenels of the feafon might deter the fliips exj^efted from 
England from venturing on the coafl until the month of January, 
they reque_fted Mr, Pococke to lend the marines of the fquadron; with 
which he complied without hefitation. One hundred men were 
landed, and oh the 1 1 th the fquadron weighed anchor and failed 
foi Bombay. 

Mr, Moraom, having purpofely waited at Nelore until the end 
of September, then began his march with the detachment left to his 
care by Mi. Buffy, and was accompanied by Nazeabulla with the 
troops of his government . proceeding through the woods and moun- 
tains of Bangar Yatcham Naigue, they arrived at the pagoda of 
Tiipetty on the 5th of O 61 ober, the day on which the great annual 
feaft began ; which lafts 25 days. They were here joined by Abdul- 
wahab Cawn, with his troops fiom Chandergherry . they gave no 
difturbance to the pilgrims, but fummoned the renter to difmils his 
gnaids and delner up the avenues, who, not having a force fufficient 
to haake any effedual oppofition, made propofals to rent the reve- 
nue of this, and the enfuing feafts, from the French, on the fame 
terms as he had hitherto held them from the Enghfli government, 
and tendered a lum in hand, which Moracin accepted, and confirmed 
him in the employment. Then leaving a part of his detachment to 
, guard this valuable acquifition, he proceeded on the 1 6th with the 
reft and the troops of Nazeabulla, to Arcot, through the country of 
Bomiauze, who, inftead of oppofing then paftage, paid them a vifit.- 
But Abdulwahab, much offended that the management of the pao-o- 
da, which had fo long been the objea of his wiflles, was not granted 
to himfelf, retiied with his troops to Chandergherry.. Nazeabulla 
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’ and MoiaciiLaridvedjal Arcot-on thc' i2th, and leaving their troops 
there weiitroiRto-atteiid, Mr. Lally at Bondieheny. 

The. defiffahce' of Mi . Lally fiom maichmg againft Chinglapet 
after the ledudhon of Arcot, gave the Prehdency pf Madiafs encou-" 
lagement and opportunity to ftrengthen that place more effedlually. 
The partizair Muizafabeg, having, hnqe, the French fuccefles, no 
employment foir 'the tioops he had levied, had^j brought the heft, of 
them, 70 hoi>fe and, 200 Sepoys, to Chinglapet,, where they were 
taken into the Company’s pay; -and on the 30th of Oflober it was 
detei mined' to mcreafe the gaiiifon to 100 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepovs, to fendTeveial pieces of batteimg cannon, to lay-in three 
months prov.ihons, and to repair the woiks. At the fame time 
Captain Smith was recalled to Madiafs, to ferve in his former em- 
ployment of aid-de-camp to ColonelTawi ence, and Captain Prefton 
was lent to take the command of Chinglapet,, which illnels had 
obhgedj.him 'to quit. Befoie, his, ai rival Captain R. Smith had de- 
tached Muizafabeg oiv the 29th, with four companies of Sepoys, 
and fome of the, hoi fe^ to diflodge a party of the enemy’s Sepojs, 
who had, taken poll in, the village of Pohpoie, lituated about two 
miles fiom the other fide of the Paliar; Muizafabeg attacked them 
at day-break, killed'and I'vounded 20, difpeifed the left, and gatheied. 
60 of their muiketSjWhich.they had thrown down in their flight. 

The arrival of a vcffel at Pondicherry on the i8th, from Mau- 
iitius, which bi ought treafuie, togethei with 100,000 lupees, 
brought by Mr. Moracin from Tripetti, enabled Mr. Lally to put 
the French troops into motion again. ^ and, as the fyjnptoms of 
the lainy feafon hung.back even at the- end pf the month, parties 
began to aftemblc at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr.' 
Lally himfelf came from Pondicherry to Vandiwafli. On the 2d, 
of November 250 Euiopeans, 100 troopers, with fome black hoife 
and Sepoys, marched ftom Salawauk, and took poft again Rt Poli- 
poie, where they wcie joined on the 5th by 400 more Europeans, 
with feveial pieces of batteimg cannon, and a mortar intelligence 
of which came to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the 
Jaft convoy of ftipphes had fet out-' for Chinglapet; and as the 

main- 
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mauitenance of this place depended on the ariival of thefe fup- 
plies, it was refolved that 1200 Knropeans and 1800 Sepoys, by far 
the greated: pait of thegarrifon of Madrafs, ihonld immediately take 
' the held to cover them'^ of which one half, under the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Diaper, were to advance as far as Vendalore, 
within 10 miles of Chinglapet; whilft the other, wkh Colonel Law- 
lence, "were to halt at St. Thomaa s mount, leady to fuiJjiort Dra- 
per’s divihoii' they marched on the ytli in the moining; and the 
news flopped the French troops at Polipoie fiom crofiing the iivei, 
and the march of a detachment advancing fiom Conjeveram under ^the 
command of Saubinet, both intending to intercept the convoy ; which 
got fafe into Chinglapet on the evening of the ninth. Colonel Drapei 
continued at Vendalore until the i ith, when he received fbme in- 
telligence of the approach of the whole of the enemy’a army, on 
which he marched back with his divilion, and joined that with 
'Colonel Lawrence at the mount. 

Eveiy day had proved the good effedls of re-eftabhflung the pof- 
feffion of Chinglapet ; for, undei the prote 61 ion of this bariier, the 
country behind, which is more extenfive than the diflndls protefted 
byPondomalee and TripalTour, continued to furnifh Madiafs with 
daily fupplies of all kinds of provifions and neceffaiies, by which 
'the flock' laid up in flore to fuftain the impending fiege Was faved; 
and to preferve this benefit as long as poffible, the troops which had 
been fent abroad with Diaper and Lawience were ordered to remain 
encamped at the Mount until the lafl hour which might endanger 
the fafety of their retieat to the town; after which, as the befl of 
external means to protradl the fiege when commenced, rt was de- 
termined to have a body of hoops in the field diflmcl fiom thofe 
already belonging to the gairifon, which, if nothing more, weie to 
be continually emplojed 111 haraffing the eneiny’s tomo)s of flores 
and pi ovifions. Accordingly a contiacl, which had for fome months 
been under difcuffion, was concluded with die agent of Moiaiirow 
for the feivice of 2000 Moiattoe horfe, of which 500 weie to ar- 
XI /e in 25 d^}s, and thei eflm 45; but as no fureties were recened, 
the pundluaTity of this affifiance could not be lelied on. The pre- 
sidency, therefoic, as a finer refouice, oidered the commandant Ma> 
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homed llToof to take the field willi 2000 of then owai Scpo}s from 
the gdiiifon of Tiitchmopol)' ; and leqnctlcd the Iiing of Tanjoicr 
to join tins body with 1000 of his hoi/c, and the Pol) gar Tondi- 
maii, and even the diA.mt Moiavais, with tlic heft of then tioops; 
for whom, howe\er, Mahomed Jlfoofwas not to \\ait; and, in cafe 
none of thefe allies ariived in time, lie was emjiowcied to enlift 500- 
good hoifc if to be found in his march, 'i he Nabob flill maintained 
300 hoife, pait of wdiom attended his pci foil at St. Thome, and 
the lefl: wcic difpcrfcd in the adjacent difi,ii£ls, who on the icccipt 
of fome money joined the aimy at the Mount; to which all the 
Poljgais to the northwaid of Madiafs were hkcwifc commanded to 
fend then tioops; hut none came: and the Paitizan Murzafabeg, 
haiing been lefufcd an incicafe of pa) which he demanded in this 
honi of necefiity, went ofiTn the night witli his 70 horfe and fome 
of his Scpojs, and took fci vice with the Fi cnch arm) at Conjc\ cram. 

The troops, of whofc appi oach T.-Colonel Drapci had 1 ccci\ ed 
intelligence, were 500 incgulat Scpojs, undei the command of an 
adlive adventurer named Lamlicrt, with part of tlic hoifc le\icd by 
Rajahfaheb, who had been fent forwaid to plunder and terrify the 
country. They crofiTcd the Pahai, and on the 1 5th, appealed before 
Tnpaflbur, and attacked the pettah, but i)crc icpulfed at the hedge 
winch llirrounds it, wnth the lofs of 20 men. by the Peons of the 
rentei, and the tW''o companies of Scpo)s llationcd 111 the fort. 

But the French army wcie-not 111 fuch readinefs as the Enghth 
imasiined to commence the fic2:c of Madrafs. All the draudit 
bullocks W'hich Pondichciry had been able to collect w'cre not fufk 
ficient to tranfpoit one half of the hcav) aitiUcry iieccfTary for the 
attack; and the greateft pait of the tiain, wnth many othei ftores, 
had been laden a month befoie on the Hailem taken fiom the 
Dutch, which fhip failed aciofs the bay, m oidei to work to the 
northward on the other fide, wdien fiic w^as to ftretch aciofs again 
and fall m with Mafuhpatam, wdicic fhew'-as to receive moie cannon 
and itores, and then come dowm the coafi: to Madrafs. The time 
was elapfed in which a w'ell-faihng vcfTel might have made this paf— 
fage, and without news of the Harlem ; and on this difappomtment 
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Ml. La]ly ordered another ftore of artillery, Avhich had been de- j 
pofited at Alampan a, to be fliipped on two frigates, the Diligence 
and the Expedition, which weie iii the road of Pondicheiry, but 
laden for othei voyages ; fo that it would require a month before 
they could get this artillery on board, and work up againft the wind 
and curient to Madrafs. Howevei,- the Fiench army might have 
advanced many days befoi e, if they had not been in want of many 
other ai tides, which, although of much more minute detail, were 
equally of abfolute iiecelTity. As foon as thefe weie fupplied, the 
fiid; divihon moved fiom Conjeveram on the 19th; but Mr. Lally 
being veiy ill, had detained the refeive until the 22d, when the 
great body of the monfoon 1 am fell with the utmoft violence, and 
lalled without inteimiffion foi thiee da>s the troops abioad, warned 
b) the Iky, were on their match back to Conjeveram when the rain 
began, but neverthelefs gained then way with much difficulty and 
dithels, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the countiy continued 
impaffable foi feveral days. 

Whilft the colleded force of both nations in the Carnatic were 
thus waiting the impending conflid:, each were equally fbhcitous con- 
cerning the fuccefs of the armament lent from Bengal into the north- 
ern piovinces. Mr. Johnftone, who had been fent from Calcutta to 
concert pieparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the 
1 2th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah’s officers 
theie immediately put him m poffieffion, as the Company’s lepre- 
lentative The Rajah himfelf was encamped with his forces at Co A 
hmcotah, a fort 20 miles to the weft of Vizagapatam, and 15 inland 
from the fea. His lettei to Mr. Johnftone expreffed much fatif- 
fadion that the Engliffi troops were coming, but dgnified his' in- 
tention not to furnifh any money towards then expences. Tem- 
peftuous weather fiom the fouth delayed the ai rival of the ftiipsand 
veffels with Colonel Forde until the 20th of Oaobei. As foon as 
the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s fhips weie lent 
back to Bengal? but the other, the Haidwicke, and the two hoops', 
remained to attend the progrefs of the expedition. The iroojis moved 
from Vizagapatam on the ift of NoVember, and on the thu d joined 
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tke Rajah and his aimy at Coffimcotah, from whence it was deter- 
mined to march againfl Rajahmiuidinm, where Mr. Conflins had 
col]eO;ed the French tioops from all parts, and they -were alicady 
advancing to attack the Rajah; but, on hearing that the Englilh 
tioops were in motion to join him, they halted and encamped. 

Mr. JolinRonc had difjiatched the hoop in which he came, with 
advices to Madrafs of his reception at Vizagapatam; on which they* 
immediately font away Mr. Andrews, with levcral alfiFants, to re- 
eftabli/li the fadloiy under their own authority, on which the fettle- 
ment had. always been dcjicndent : They likcwilc fent Captain Cal- 
lendai, an officer on tlie hladrals cflabliffiment, to a 61 as fecond 
under Colonel Foide. The vcflel which bi ought them ai rived at Vi- 
zagapatam on lire 2 ill of November; and Andrews with Callendar 
immediately went to the camp, which, by long halts and iliort 
marches, had not jet advanced 30 miles beyond Coffimeotah. Various 
excufes weie employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay; but the 
real’ canfc was his repugnance tO' furnifli the money which Colonel 
Forde demanded, who was not a little offended at his evaffons. Mr. 
Andiews, who, having been chief of Madapollam; had long been, 
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufted their differences by a treaty,, 
which llipulated, “ that all plunder ffiould be equally divided ; tliat 
“ all the countries which might be conqueied ffiould be delivered 
“ to the Rajah, who was to collc6i: the revenues; but that the fea- 
ports and towns at the mouths of the rivers lliould belong to the 
company, with the levenues of the diftridls annexed to them; that 
no tieaty for the diljiofal or reftitution, whether of the Rajah’s or 
“ the Engliffi. pofTefiions, fhould be made without the confent of. 
both paities; tliat the Rajah fhould fupply 50,000 nipccs a month 
for the expellees of the army, and 6000, to commence from their 
arrival at Vizagapatam, for the particulai expences of the officers.”' 
He held out likewife other propofals of future alliance, which he had 
Hot yet authority to ratify. 

The united forces now moved in earneft, and on the 3d of De- 
cember came in fight of the enemy, who were encamped 40 miles on 
this fide of Rajahmundiaim, in a ftroiig fituation 'which commanded; 

the 
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the high load, near a village called Gallapool, and in fight of a fort 1758. 
called Peddipoie. They had 500 Europeans, many moi e pieces of 
cannon than they could ufe at once, a great number of the troops 
of the country, of which 500 were horfe, and 6000 Sepoys. Of the 
Englifli force embaiked fiom Bengal*, only 30 Euiopeans and a few 
Sepoys were wanting, who had been left fick at Vizagapatam ; fb* 
that there were in the fieldi47o Euiopeans, and 1900 Sepoys. T.he 
Rajah had 500 paltry horle, and 5000 foot, fome with aukward fire- 
aims, the lefi; with j3ikes and bows, but he had colledled 40 Euio— 
peans,.who managed four field-pieces under the command of Mr, 

Briftol ; befides which his own troops had fome ufelefs cannon. On. 
the 6th, the Englifli and the Rajah’s army advanced and took pof- 
leflion of a village, called Chambole, on the high load hkewife^, 
within four miles of the enem\ , when each deemed the fituation of 
the other too ftrong to be attacked: .on winch Colonel Eoide, as the 
only means to draw the enemy fiom theirs to a general adlion, re— 
folved to mai ch round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their 
rear, by palling under the hills to their left, where the enemy could 
not derive much advantage fiom their horfe. The Rajah approved y: 
and on the 9th, at four in the morning, the Englilh troops were, 
in motion ; but the Rajah’s with their ufual indolence not prepaied 
to maich. Near the foot of the hills, about thiee miles to the right, 
of the village of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gain 
which, the Englifh troops ha'^ung filed from the right, were in 
march, when, at day-break, they heard a ftrong cannonade towards- 
the Rajah’s camp It was from. 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans, igno- 
rant of Colonel Forde s march, had font on in the night, undei the 
guidance of an intelligent defeitci, who had noticed-a fpotthat boro- 
upon the camp ; and Mr. Conflans was following to fiippoi t them with 
his whole army and the reft of his field-aitilleiy. The Rajali feiit* 
meflages aftei mefiages, which met the Englifli troops returning to his 
relief; g.nd^his own, quickened by the danger, were removing as faff, 
as they could out of the reach of it ; and having, m muchxonfufion,. 
joined the Enghfli, continued marching on with them to the village 
of Condore, ,\\Eere all apived at eight o’clock. The enemy, although. 

from.' 
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fiom lono; diflaiices, contimicd to cannonade whilfl anv of the 
Englifli oi the Rajah’s lioops rcmajiicd withm piobablc icach. 

'When ai 1 ivcd at the village of Condole, the ai'n} was jiifl as far 
as befoic fiom the Ficnch encampment at Gallapolc, Initw itli bettci 
gionnd between, and Milage niidwa\, winch nonld affoid a ftiong 
advanced poft. hli Conllans imagined that the ICnglifli lioops had 
Toarched fiom then encampment lo Coinloic, in oidcr fiom lienee 
to take pofTcfiion of this \illagc, and in this pci (iiafion crofied the 
plain to pie\ent them, with his whole ain\\, and fuccccdcd in his 
w ifli without intciuiption t foi Colonel Foidc icmainccl halting at 
Condole, to ic2:ulatc his fuluic moMons hv the encm\'’s. hli Con- 
llans imputed thi^ inaiflion to a confcioufncfs of mfciiont), and now 
imagined that the Englifli intended to matcli hick to then encamp- 
ment at Chambolc, to pi event which, he fonned his line, and ad- 
vanced in much hafic, and little older. 

The Ficnch hattvdion of Euiopcnns was in the centre of the line, 
with 13 field-pieces, dnidcd on their flanks, the hoifc. 500, W'crc on 
the left of the battalion; 3000 Scpo)s formed the light wing, and 
the fame niimbei ihc left, and with each w'lng W'cic five or fiv 
pieces of cumbious cannon. The Englifli aim) diew up with 
their Euiopeans in the ccntie, the fix field-pieces divided on 
their flanks; the 1800 Sepoys wcie hkew'ifc equally divided on 
the wings. Colonel Foidc placed no 1 chance on the Rajah’s in- 
fantry or horfe, and oidcrcd them to form aloof, and extend on 
■each flank of the Sepojs . all this rabble kept behind, but the rene- 
gade Europeans under Biiflel, wdio managed the four field-pieces 
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed wulh the duifion of 
artillery on the left of the Enghfh battalion. I'lic line having had 
time, w'ere in exafl: order, and had advanced a mile in fi out of the 
village of Condore, during wTich, the enemy cannonaded hotly from 
.all then guns. At length the impetuofity of the enemy'’s approach^ 
who came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Enghfh line 
to halt for adlion ; and it chanced that the whole of their bat- 
talion flopped near and oppofite to a field, of Indian corn, w'hich 
was grown fo tall that it entiielyunterce^itecl them from the enemy 5 

but 
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but the Sepoys on the wings were fiee in the plain on each-hand. 

Foi what leafon is not known, Colonel Foide had oideied his Sepoys ^ 
to furl their colouis, which, behdes the piincipal flag, aie feveial^ 
fma]l banneis to a company, and to let them lay on the ground' 
duiing the adlion.. 

The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings gieatly outfti etched 
the wings of the Knghfh line, and came on each m a cuive to 
c-ain then flanks ; the Fiench battalion in the centre, inflead of ad- 
vancing parallel to where by the wings they might judge the centie- 
' of the Englilli line would be, inclined obliquely to the light, which 
brought tliem beyond tlie field of Indian coin, oppofite to the Englifli 
Sepoys on the left wing; whom fiom then red jackets, and the- 
want of their ufual banneis, they from the firfl; approach miftook' 
for the Enghfli battahon; refpeftmg them as fuch, they halted to 
drefs their lanks before they engaged, and then began to flic in 
platoons advancing, but at the diftance of 200 yaids. Ne\ erthelefs, 
this was fufflcient; foi the Scjdojs, feeing themfelves attacked with- 
out covei b} Europeans in fio'nt, and the horfe and multitude of the 
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down on their flank, 
fcaicely preferved Couiage to give their flic, hurried, fcatteied, and 
without command; and then immediately bioke, and lan away to 
fhelter themfelves in the village of Chambole, and wei e followed by the 
nearefl; of the enemy’s horfe^ This fuccefs u as greater than even the 
confidence of the enemy expc 61 ed;,and feveral platoons of the French ' 
battalion weie fetting off to purfue them likewife, when they faw a* 
line of men with fliouldered arms marching fafl: and firm fiom be- 
hind the field of Indian com aciofs their way, to occupy the 'ground 
which the Sepoys had abandoned. 

Colonel Foide had been with the Sepoys before their flio-ht, en-J- 
couraging them to refblution ; but faw, by the ufiial fi^mptoms of 
trepidation, that they would not fland the flrock, which pieparcd 
him to order the judicious movement, which the officers were now 
pel forming with fo much flieadinefs and fpirit. Captain Adnet 
commanding on the left, led the line, and as foon as the lafl: files 
were gOt clear of the corn, the woid was given, when the whole 
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halted, and faced at once, in full fiont of the enemy: This motion 
-^vas quickly executed ; for the foremoft man had not mote than 300 
yards to march, and the field-pieces were left behind. Durino- this 

fliort mten'al,“the Fiencli battalion were endeavouring 'vvUth^ much 

buftle to get into order again, for fome of their platoons had advanced 
a confiderable diftance before otheis; and thus the hie of the Eno-hfh 
'Ime commenced before 4 :he enemy’s was leady ; it v/as gnen in di- 
vifions, that is, the whole battalion divided into live, and be^an from 
'Cajitain Adnet’s on the left, which was within piflol fhot, and brouo-ht 
down half the enemy’s grenadieis; the lire ran on, and before the time 
came for Adnef s divilioii to repeat theirs, the whole of the -enemy’s 
line weie in confulion, and went about luninng faff to legain tlieii 
'guns, which they had left half a mile behind them on the plain. 

The aydour of the Englilh battalion to purfue w'as fo great, that 
•Colonel Forde judged it bed; to indulge it in the inflant, aJthouo-h 
not certain of the fuccefs of the Sepoys on the right, but concluding 
that the enemy’s Sepoys who weie to attack them, would not con- 
»tinue long, if they faw their Europeans completely 'routed. The 
01 del was given foi the battalion to march on in following divifions, 
the left leading. Nothing could repiefs their eagernefs. All marched 
•too faft to keep^theii laiik, excepting the foui th div ifion commanded 
by Captain Yorke, who to have a icferve foi the whole battalion, if 
'bi oken, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuofity, obliged his 
men to advance in ftiicf order. The French battalion 1 allied at their 
•guns, which weie 13 in number, fpiead 111 different brigades, or fets 
as they chanced to {land when left by the troops advancing lo the 
aclion. This aitillery began to fire as foon as the giound was clear 
<of their own troops, and killed fome men, which only quickened 
the ajDproach of the divifions to clofe m with the guns, of which 
feveial hied, when the fiift divifion was within piflol Ihot, and Adnet 
fell mortally wounded ; but his men rufhing on di ove the enemy 
fiom the guns they attacked, and the other divifions following with 
the fame fpiiit, obliged them to abandon all the otheis 

The day, if not completely vidlonous, was at leafl fecured 
fiom ioverfe by the pofTeffion of all the enemy’s-fielii artilleiy fit 
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for quick fiiiiig; but then camp, to which they wcio lething, ftiU 
remained to be attacked; and Colonel Forde halted iiiitil joined by 
his Sepovs, and, if the) 'would come, hy the Rajah’s tioops. 

The Sepovs and hoi fe of the enemy’s right wing wei e in their tin n 
panic-tbuck by the fire of die Knglifn battalion i outing then own, 
and all tinned to gam the leai of tlic guns, keeping aloof to the left 
of the llnghth divihons , and then went od again with the Fiench 
battalion to the camp Their kit wing of Sepoys behaved bsttei, 
advancing to the ufe of miilkcti) againft the Knginii bepo}S Oi the 
left, with whom the battalion, when fding oft to opjiele the hicnch, 
left the thiee field-pieces of then right; and the S^pojs, cncou- 
inged b) tins afli dance, the aidoni of the Kuiojicaiis marching oh, 
and the fpiiit of their cun commandci Captain Knox, maintained 
then s:ronnd, faems: and finn<j! in vaiious diiedions behind the 
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banks of the nee fields, m which ihev had diavv n uji. The enemy’s 
wing novel thelcfs continued the diflant fnc, until ihc) law their 
battalion of Euiopeans quitting then guns, and the Sepoys and hoife 
of the right rcti eating with them to the camp; when the) went off 
hkcwifc; diclching lound to the left of the Enghdt battalion halting 
at the guns, and keeping out of their reach. Captain Knox then ad- 
vanced to join the battalion with his own Sepovs, and the fix field- 
pieces, and had collcfbcd mod of thcfngitiv cs of the other vv mg. hlef- 
fages had been continually fciit to the Rajah’s hoifc to advance, but 
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the Ihcltci of a large tank, at 
tins time drj , in which they, his foot, and himfclf m the midd of 
them, had remained coweiiiig fiom the licgimiing of the adlion. 

yVs foon as the Sepovs joined, and all the ncceffiiy diij^oiitions 
were made, which took an hour. Colonel Foide advimced to at- 
tack the enemy s camp; but, not to icLard the inaich, left 
the field-j)ieccs to follow. A deep hollovv'^ way pafTed along the 
fkirt of the camp, behind which appealed a confidciablc number of 
Europeans regularly drawn up, as if to defend the paffage of the 
hollow way, and feveral fhot were fired fiom heavy cannon planted 
to defend the approach. Juft as the Enghft ti oops came near , and 
the firft divifion of the Euiopeans ftept out to give their file, the 
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£elcl -pieces were an ived within fliot ; on which all the enemy went 
to the right-a.bout, abandoned then camp, and retreated, feemingly 
eveiy man as he lifted, in the utmoft confnfion ; but the Englifti 
battalion crofting aftei them, many threw down their arms, and 
ftiri endered themfelves pnfoners. Mr. Conflaiis had pj evioufly fent 
away four of the ftnalleft fteld-pieces , and the money of the mi- 
litary cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. The jfiioil of the 
field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft of which weie 
brafs; 50 tumbrels, and other carnages laden with ammunition; 
lev eii mortars fiom thirteen to eight inches, with a laige piovifion 
of fhells ; idbo draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French 
battalion. Three of their officers were killed in the field, and 
three died of their wounds the fame evening ; 70 of their rank 
and file were likewife killed, or moi tally wounded : fix officei s and 
50 rank and file weie taken pnfoners, and the fame number of 
wounded were fiippofed to have efcaped. Of the Enghfh battalion. 
Captain Aduet and 15 rank and file, were killed; Mr. Macgmre, the 
pay-maftei, and Mr. Johnftone, the commiflary, who joined the 
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded ; 
the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No vidlory could be 
more complete. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army, 
changing horfes, ai rived on the full gallop at Rajahmundmm before 
midnight, although the diftance is 40 miles fi om the field on whicli 
the battle was loft ; the troops took various louts, but moft of them, 
towaids Rajahmundnim. 

The cavalry of Anuiiderauze, although incapable of fighting, 
were very adlive as ftouts to obftrve the flying enemy, and the con- 
currence of their reports determined Colonel Foide to fend forward 
500 Sepoys, which m the army were ranked the firft battalion of 
theft troops, under the command of Captain Knox. They were 111 
march at five m the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re- 
ceived that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fome of their black 
fugitives, had ftopped at Rajahmundrum ; on which 1000 moie 
Sepoys were fent to join thoft with Captain Knox ; and the whole, 
now 1 500, arrived there at break of day on the loth. 


This 
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This city, the capital of the province, is htuated on the eaftci n bank ^ 
of the Godaveri, 40 miles from the fea. In the middle of the tovm,' De 
and near the liver, ftands a large foit, vi^ith mud walls of little de- 
fence. The French troops, having loft all their heft cannon, would 
nottiuft to thofe imthe foit, and lepoit had reprefented' the Englifti 
Sepoys as the whole aimy, the Rajah’s and all, in full purftiit; and 
in this peifuafton they had begun to crofs the river at midnight. 
Fifteen Euiopeans, with all the ftores, baggage, and bullocks, which 
had efcaped/rom the battle, h^d not yet embarked, and were imme-* 
diately feized ; a boat loaded with many more EuiopeanS was in the 
ftream ; and foui fmall field-pieces, with a tliii teen-inch mortar of 
hrafs taken out of the foit, had juft reached the othei ftioie when 
the Englifh Sepoys arrived, who fired foi half anhoui, as well with 
their muikets as from the cannon of the fort, upon the boat and the 
oppofite ftiore, which deteiied the enemy from carrying off the field- 
pieces and moitar, or fiom remaining near them ; arid a party of 
Sepoys crolfing the rivei in boats, brought them back the lame clay 
without moleftation : a large quantity of ammunition and military 
ftoies, laid up for theFiench army, was taken in the fort. 

Colonel Forde, with the reft of the Englifh forces, arrived at Ra- 
jahmundium the next day, but the Rajah, with his, remained at 
Peddipoor, performing the ceiemony of burying'the few of his people 
which had chanced to be killed by the ftraggling fhot of the fight. 

The Hardwicke, and the two (loops, were at anchor on the coaft fome 
leagues above the field of battle, which is about 10 miles from the 
fea ; and the day after the vidtory they failed to cruize on the enemy’s 
vefTels between Mafiilipatam and their fadlories on the Godaveii; 
and a few days after the (hip Thames was difpatched fiom Vizao-a- 
patam, fully laden with provifions, to Madrafs. 

The delay of every day which had retarded Mr, Tally fiom ad- 
vancing agamft Madrafs was an advantage gained ; Captain Jofeph 
Smith commanding 111 Tritchinopoly, as foon as he received the 
orders of the Prefidency, equipped 2000 Sepoys fiom his o-airifon, 
and delivered them, with two fmall field-pieces, to the command of 
Mahomed Iftbof, who crofted the Coleroon with this force on the 
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2i{t' of Novembei,- without waiting foi the troops of the allies, 
whofe affiHance the Prefidency had ^equefted The polygar Tondi- 
inan gave affuiances, and was leally colledling feme, but the Mo- 
raver had letuined no anfwer, and the king of Tanjoie had expief- 
fed himfelf in fuch equivocal teims, that the Prefidency refolved to 
fend Major Calhaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince 
him of the impolicy of his indifference accordingl}' this officer 
embarked on the 30th in a common maffoolah, intending to land 
at Tranquebar. 

The French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 2qth of 
November, advancing on the high road towaids Madiafs but a 
large detachment, under the command of Mr. Soupire, pi oceeded along 
the bank of the Pahar, with oiders to halt between the river and 
Chmglapct. On the fame day the partizan Lambei t, with his troops 
and two fmall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which 
the Enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the 
fort with the lofs of 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded^ 
and two of their ferjeants, Euiopeans, weie made piifoners. On the 
4th of Decembei, Mr Tally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in 
perfon, within mufket-fhot ; and, contrary to the found rules of wai, 
and perhaps his own convuSlion, determined to leave it in his rear. 
On the 7th, the whole arm}' halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert’s 
party appeared in fight of the Mount, wffieie the Engliffi army had 
been reinforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all 
that lemained, excepting the invalids and artillery: 300 had been 
polled, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapet or 
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St. 
Thome ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party, 
thefe troops were fent back to the town, and the fame number wei e 
detached to fupply their place from the camp ; for Colonel Lawrence 
had no intention to rilk a general aclion. In the afternoon of the 9th, 
a conliderable body of the enemy appeared m fight of the Mount ; 
but Mr. Tally had left his camp Handing at Vendaloor, of which 
Colonel Lawience received intelligence, and legarded this appear- 
ance of not moving far from it, as a feint to cover the intention of 
' a forced 
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a forced maicli in the night, higher np, aciofs the river of St. 
Thom 4 which might bung the Fiench ai my befoie morning be- 
tween the Englihi camp and Madrafs, anh cut off their retreat to 
the town: he therefore immediately ftruck his tents, and maiched 
back with the whole army to the Choiiltiy plain. 

Xhe ground lb called commenceth about 2000 yaids louth-wefl Ot 
the white town of Madiafs, or Fort St. George, fiom which it is 
fepaiated by two riveis. The one, called the nyer of rnplicane, 
winding from the weff, gains the fea about a thoufand yards to the 
fouth of the glacis. The other coming from the north-weff, paffeth 
near the weffern fide of the black town, the extremity of which is 
high ground, which the river rounds, and continues to the eaff, 
until Within 100 yards of the fea, wheie it wafiieth the foot of the 
glacis, and then turning to the fouth continueth parallel with the 
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the river of Triplicane. 
From the turning of the iiver at the high ground, a canal, ffi iking 
to the fouth, communicates with the river of Triplicane. The 
low ground included by the channels of the two riveis and the ca- 
nal, IS called the ifiiand, which is about 3000 yards in circumfe- 
rence. j2oa j-ards from the ftrand of the fea is a long budge 
leading from the ifland over the Triplicane iiver, to a load which 
continues fouth to the town of St. Thome. Anothei budge over 
the canal, leads to the^ weft, and amongft otheis to a village 
called Egmore, from which this budge takes its name. Coming 
from the fouth or weft, thefe two bridges afford the onl)- convenient 
accefs to the fort or white town, excepting another along the ftrand 
of the lea, when the bai of the Triplicane river is choked with fand. 
All the ground between the St. Thome road and the fea is filled 
with villages and enclofures; and fo is that on the left, for half 
a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road and feveiri 
fmaller paffages lead through them to the St. Thome Road. 

It was neither the intention of the Piefidency, nor of Colonel 
Lawience himfelf, to rilk the army on the Choultry plain, moie 
than they had at the Mount ; for a defeat in the field was the cei tain 
iofs of Madiafs, as the enemy in their fuperiority had 300 European 
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hoife, excellently mounted and difciplmcd; the greateft number 
which had hithcito appeared together in India. The intention 
was to gain time, foi eveiy day was piecious; and not to diljiliit 
the tioops, who weie to fuflain the impending liege, and might 
have made linifter lefledlions if they had been haftily led back with- 
in the walls, befoic their own underllandings weie convinced of the 
neceflity. Tlie giound and the advantages which weie taken of it 
by Colonel Lawience, fecuicd then letieat, when it Ihould become 
necelTaiy. 

The Choultry plain extends two miles to the weft of the enclo- 
fures which bound the St. Thome joad, and terminates on the 
othei lide at a large body of water called the Mehaporc Tank, 
behind which runs with deep windings, tlic Triplicane river. 
The road fiom the Mount jiafTes two miles and a half under the 
mound of the tank, and at its ifTue into the Choultiy plain, was a 
kind of defile, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings 
with thick enclofures on the othei. Colonel JLawrcnce, retreating 
from the Mount, halted and remained duiing that and the next da), 
which was the loth, oppofite to this defile. On the iithhe cut 
through the mound of the tank, which fwamped the vhole length 
of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity of the plain, 
dole to the enclofuies neareft the Triplicane iiver. In this fitua- 
tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading acrofs the plain to 
that part of the enclofures through which this road continues to that 
of St. Thome, which fiom the junclion continues ftraight to the 
bridge of Triplicane. Three companies of Sepoys were advanced in 
front on the left, to a choultry ftanding at the fkirt of the plain, 
where the road enters the enclofuies. 

The French army remained at the Mount duiIng the nth, but 
marched before day-bieak on the 12th; and at fun-nfe all their Eu- 
ropean cavalry, having taken a circuit to the fouth of the plain, ap- 
peared at the choultiy fo unexpeftedly, that the Sepoys Icarcely 
ftaid to give their firft fire, and ran into the enclofures on their left, 
.through which they gained the mam body. The cavalry, thinking 
themfelves fecured by a fmall grove, which was in the lear of tlie 
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choultiy, diew up m the fiont of it, but were immediately annoyed by 
the advanced field-pieces ; of which, fevei ai Ihot made way tin ough 
the tiees and killed thiee troopeis; on which, all gallopped away to 
the St. Thome road, intending, it fiiould feem, to pnfti to Triplicane- 
bridge, and then either continue on the ifland, or advance along the 
fill and of the river in the rear of the Englilh army ; but oppofite to the 
governor's garden, ^oo yards fiom the bridge, they found the road 
ftockaded acrofs, as well as the lane on the left, along the gai den-wall, 
by which they might iikewife have come lound ; and in thefe two 
polls were three comjDanies of Sepoys, with two guns ; and the St. 
Thome road, for a long way, had no other ififue to the left. The 
firfi: file from the ftockades diove the cavali) up the road until out 
of reach. 

Mean while the mam body of the French aimy appeared ilTu- 
ing from along tlie mound of the Mehapore tank, and advanced 
along the road, which was here between an avenue of trees, 
cannonading at mtei vals from Ibme of their field-pieces : they 
were anfwered without mtermifiion by fix from the Englilli line, 
until their van were half through the avenue, and within looo 
yards, when Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. The line 
marched off their ground by the right, and paffing a village called 
Chmdadiapettah, crolTed the rivei of Tnpheane, where it was for- 
dable without difficulty; they then continued round two or thiee 
hamlets to the Egmore bridge, which leads over the canal into the 
Ifland. Flere they halted fome time to receive a guard of 30 Eui opeans 
polled 111 a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the ^ powder-mill of 
the garrifon. As foon as this paity joined, the whole army crofiTed 
the bridge, and after fome detachments of Europeans and Sepoys had 
been draughted and fent to defend the pafles of the black town, 
the reft of the aimy marched into the fort. Mr. Lally gave no in- 
terruption to the letre^t, probably becaufe he fufpeaed lome ftrata- 
gems. Three Europeans were killed in the cannonade, but the 
French loft 10, and as many wounded. 

At the fame time that the mam body of the French army weie 
advancing to the Choultry plain, their inegulai Sepoys with Lam- 
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kert had pi oceeded along the fonth fide of the San Thotne river, in 
order to attack a redoubt htuated on the fide of it neai the fea> 
The guard was only one company of Sepoys, who, getting intelli- 
gence in time, letieated along the beach and arrived fafe in the 
gainibn. 

' As fbon as Colonel Lawience came into the foit, the council of 

/ 

the Piefidency aflembled, and by an unanimous \ote committed the 
ilefence of the fiege to the goveinoi Mi Pigot, lecommending to him 
to confiilt Colonel Lawrence on all occafions, and on extraoidinai} 
emergencies to affemble a council of the fuperior ofiicersmf the gai- 
rifon The French ai my immediately encamped on the ground which 
the Englifii had quitted, but fent a detachment acrofs the Tiipli- 
cane iivei, which took poll m the redoubt at Egmoie. 

As the Fiench aimy weie advancing fiom the Mount, 300 Euro- 
peans, with two twelve-poundeis, had been fent ofi: under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Muiphy, againfi: Pondamalee. They 
arrived at noon, and Muiphy fiimmoned Enfigai Ciowley, with 
threats, as refilling in an untenable poft, althougli the fort was of 
ftoiie, and fiirrounded by a wet ditch. On Ciow ley’s refufal, the 
twelve-pounders w^ere employed until night, when 20 of the 
French detachment had been killed or wounded^ and little damage 
had been done to the wall ; but the Sepoys within, expecting nei- 
ther fiiccour nor quartei, began to waver; on which, Crowley 
mai ched with them out of the fort in deep filence at midnight, and 
paffing where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got 
out of reach before they were ready to' purfiie ; and, knowing the 
country, came in the next morning' by the' north of the black town. 
The numbei was 500, in five companies,' of which three were the 
gairifon of Pondamalee, and two had retreated hither fiom the fort 
of TripafToie. . - ' “ 

Their arrival brought in the lafl; of the troops, flationed in dilfant 
out-poils, and completed the force with which Madfafs was to'fiif- 
tain the fiege. The roll of the European military, including the 
officers with fiTtopafles, and 89 coffrees incorporated in the compa- 
nies, 
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nies, amoiinted to 1758 men. The Sepoys v/eie 2220. Of the 
Eluopeans 34 weie troopers itioiintecl. The Nabob’s horie were 
200; but, from experience, \eiy little fervice was expcfled fiom 
tlieim The Euiopeaii inhabitants not militaiy weie 150 men, 
and they weie appiopiiated without diEuiftion to ferve out ftores 
and piovifions to the gainfon. The native boatmen, who alone 
ean ply aciofs the fuif, had been letamed by l]:>ecial encourage- 
ments,'' and then huts, with then maffoolas or boats, extended 
under the wall next tlie fea, where it was fuppofed not a Hiot 
was likely to fall. The Nabob, with his family and attendants, 
had come into the foit on the day that the aimy letreated from the 
Mount , but althouo;h lodged in one of the beft houfes, weie much 
Eiaitened for want of the room and conveniences to which they had 
been accuflonied. 

The Fiench army continued on the othei fide of the Triplicane 
river during the day they ai lived fiohi the Mount, and all the next; 
but at two in the morning of the 1 4th were in motion, and having 
paffed the iivei wheie the Enghfh had ciofled, proceeded at the back 
■of Egmore to the village of Viparee, which is about a mile to the 
north-weft of thatpoft, and fiom whence a good road leads nearly 
weft to the noithern part of the black town. Paits of the ancient 
bound hedge, and the rums of fome guaid-houfes, ftill remained 
along the north and weft fides of the black town; and, with 
the channel of the northern rivei, lendeied the gieateft part of the 
weftern tide veiy defenfible: but on the ftde facing the noith, were 
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The aimy, having advanced 
to the ford aciofs which the road from Vipaiee leads into the town, 
bred their field-pieces 'befoie them, which the guaids returned 
with their mulketiy, but the Sepoys only with one fire, and then 
ran away. The Europeans, neveithelefs, defended the ford, and 
feveral other acceffes on either hand, until they peiceived that fede- 
ral paities of the enemy had enteied on the north fide; when all 
retreated as fa!ft as they could to the fort, and none were inter- 
cepted. In the Ikirmifhes, three of them had been killed ; but of the 
■enemy, eleven. Soon aftei, the whole of the French aimy ap- 
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peared in the fouthern parts of the town, wheie the ftieets opened 
^ upon the efplanade of the fort. The regiment of Lally took np 
thexr qnarteis neai the beach of the fea. Lorrain, with the batta- 
lion of India, on the riling ground to the well ; but both be- 
hind buildings which fcieened them fiom the fire of the 
ramparts. A multitude of the natives, with the ufual defpon- 
dehcy of their charadler, had i emained in their habitations until the 
lall houi, and now came pouiing upon the glacis, imploimg admit- 
tance into the coveied way, but weie lefufed, and advifcd, to make 
their efcape as well as they could in the night ; feveral fpies and 
two or three deleitqrs came mingled amongfi: them, who lepoited 
that the French tioops were all employed in lanfacking the houfes, 
and that they had dilcoveied feveial warehoufes filled with ariack, 
with which moll; of them had already got drunk; and fuch as weie 
perceived fiom the town, appealed ftaggermg under their loads and 
liquor ; on which it was refolved to make a flrong fally befoie they 
Ihould have time to recover themfelves. 

Five hundred of the befi: men were diaughted, and given to the 
command of Lieutenant-colonel Draper, who fuggelled the defign ; 
and loo with Major Brereton weie to follow a little while after, as 
a covering party. At eleven o’clock Diaper’s detachment maiched 
out of the weflern ravelin ; two companies of grenadiei s led the 
line, but the two field-pieces were in the rear. Their way was firft, 
300 yards ftraight on to the weft, where a budge croftes a ftagnated 
arm -of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch of the fort. 
This bridge gives accefs to and fiom the black town by the afcent 
of the nfing ground, and is laid pointing to the n. w. the afcent 
begins almoft as loon as you have ci ofted the bridge, and the road 
to the top continues about 300 yards in that diie<ftion, when 
It turns into a long ftreet of Indian houfes, v hich runs nearly noi th 
and fouth, and is crofted by fcveial others on eithei hand. Such^ 
Was the negligence and fecurity of the French army, 'that they did - 
not perceive the approach of the detachment, until apprized by a 
miftake of the Englifh drummers, moft of whom being black boys, 
began to beat the gienadiers maich as foon as they enteied the ftreet . 

on 
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on whicli the whole line fi om one end to the othei fet up their huzza ; J 
but even on this warning the enemy did not look out with {ufEcient 
attention to be certified in which ftreet the detachment was advancing, 
but diew up at the head of another, which lan parallel to it, about 
loo }aids on the left; in ^vhich they- advanced ^ or 3 platoons 
about 50 yaids lower down, at the opening of a ciofs-ftreet which 
ga^e a ftidight communication between the two . the Eiiglifh troops 
maiching on did not receive a fliot until they came oppofite to this ad- 
vanced guaid, which then fired, and with execution, for the difiiance^ 
was point blank: the fiifi: of the line returned the fire, but being the 
company of grenadiers halted no longei than this operation,- and 
then pioceeded; for Diapei, knowing how near, and where the 
enemy’s main body were diawn up, would not flop the line, but 
Rationed two platoons fiom.the fucceeding companies to continue 
the file, and prevent the enemy from breaking 'thi ough the ftreet. 

He at the fame time ordered the two field-j^ieces to advance from the 
real to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to 
the light and left to let them pafs; but before they weie brought 
up, the gienadiers and fome moie had puflied on to the head 
of the long flreet, in which they weie marching. This, was 
terminated by another much broader that croJOfed it, coming on the 
right from the efplanade of the fort to the eaft, and continued 100 
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, where the 
crofs-ftieet turned to the noith and then again to the weft. , In that 
part of the ciofs-ftieet to the left appeared the legiment of Lon am, 
with four field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the 
ftreet 111 winch they had pofted then advanced guard, and were ex- 
peding the Englifii troops; to whom m this pofition they prefented 
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, in the continuation of the 
ftreet, aftei it has turned to the north, the battalion of India, winch 
comprifed the troops belonging to the Fiench company, were af- 
fembhng. Not a moment was loft 111 taking the advantao-e; the 
grenadiers, and as many more as the breadth of the ftreet, "^which 
was here 50 yards, would admit, faced and fired; but had fcaicely 
time to give a fecond, before the two field-pieces came up. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet where the Englifii ti oops had faced, and in 
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fiont of their left, almoft adjoining to the long ftreet they had 
jiaffed through, lay the ruins of a demolilhed houfe, which Ij^read 
more than half-way over the crofs-ftreet, and although not high 
enough to prevent a fingle lank of mufketry from firing over the 
rubbifii, did not admit the field-pieces, Vv^hich were therefore drawn 
up to the light of the rubbiih, and the troops which had Rood 
theie made room for them, by crowding along the adjoining walls 
on that fide of the crofs-fireet. Thefe alteiations created fome con- 
fufion, for they weie made with much hurry* from the ardour of 
fetting the field-pieces to work , which did not difappoint the expec- 
tation, but firing with giape knocked down numbers. Lorrani 
fcarcely firood a minute before all the men ran into the oppofite 
houfes, and all the officers could do was to turn the field-pieces, 
which the gunners likev/ife abandoned after the very firfi; difcharge. 
Draper immediately 'commanded his own' firing to ceafe, and the 
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s gun's, to which he ran, and 
fired a piftol, but without effedt, at an officer who remained by them, 
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furiender 
himfelf and rhe guns, when Diaper perceived that he had been fol- 
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame mflant, many of, the 
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafing of the Englifh fire, and 
the backwardnefs of the men to advance with Draper, gathered 
again in the flieet, and began to fire; by which two of the giena- 
diers were killed, and the other two wounded befoie they got 
back to their own men, and Draper retuined with them. Now the 
field-pieces and mufketry on both fides commenced the hottefl: fire; 
but with encreafing havock fiom the enemy, whofe numbeis were 
augmented eveiy moment by the battalion of India; and many of 
the Englifh foldiers began in their turn to take flielter in tlie nearefl 
houfes and enclofures. Neverthelefs, the biunt of this fight con- 
tinued 20 minutes, when Diaper convinced that no fliccefs was to 
be expedted, and that the ariival of LaUy’s regiment from the fea- 
fide might cut off the whole detachment, ordered the retreat ; but 
not a fingle drummer was found to beat it. The gi enadiers of the 
Company’s tioops, not having room to be employed in the crofs- 
9 „ fireet 
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ftieet occupied by other platoons and the field-pieces, had gone into a 
larcxe enclofiire on the fide of the ftreet oppofite to the rubbifh ; and 
as well as the others who had taken (belter in honfes on the right 
weie not apprized of the letreat : all who were marched huddled to- 
o-ether down the ciofs-ftreet, which opened in lefs than 300 yards 
Spoil the elplanade, and under the proteftion of the guns of the fort ; 
but the enemy followedfo clofe, and then fii,e both of cannon and muf- 
ketry became fo fuperior, that the two field-pieces in the rear of the 
detachment were abandoned; and the enemy’s divifions had advanced 
to the enclofiire 111 which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they 
had thought of maiching out. They were offered quarter, which they 
accepted, becaufe they could make no effeftual lefiflance, although 
they weie eighty, the piime men of the gairifon. During the fight 
in the weflern part of the black town, the regiment of Tally towaids 
the fea weie with much difficulty got under arms by Mr. Buflyj for 
moft of the common men wei'e reeling drunk. However, they had 
advanced, fhelteied by houfes fiom the fire of the foi t, until they came 
within 300 yards of the fi:reet in which the Englifli were retreating, 
and arrived there jufi: as the line were coming out of it upon the ef- 
planade, when the iiiteival between them was open to the fire of the 
fort; the fear of which, and the mifiirufi; of their intoxicated men, 
deteried the officers from leading them on to the fair attack before 
them; and- they only fired random mufketry, and from two field- 
pieces lil-pointed at Draper’s line, who, as foon as out of the ftreet, 
turned fhort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower ground under 
the houfes which fkirted the well: face of the efplanade, until they 
came oppofite to the north- weft ^ngle of the glacis, and met in the 
way the covering party with Major Biereton, which had advanced 
and was waiting for them in good order ; the nearer the line came to 
the foit, the greater became their huriy to get into it, for many ran 
over the glacis; but all the offipeis, with as many men as they could 
keep together, marched m order to the entrance on the eaftern face 
of the north ravelin. No officer, excepting Lieutenant Billock, was 
killed on the fpot ; but Major Poher, Captain Hume, and Enfio-n 
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Chace, weie moi tally wounded : Polier came into the foit, but the 
othei two were taken. Captain Pafcall and Lieutenant Elliot ,were 
fhot through the body; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair, and 
Enfign Cook, were wounded and taken; but lecovered. Of rank and 
file 103 weie taken, of whom 19 were wounded; fifty came in 
wounded, and fifty weie left dead abroad, of whom all did not fall 
in the open adlion, for moie than 20 weie found killed in dif- 
ferent houles, mofily ftabbed with bayonets, and with then an- 
tagonifts lying dead befide them ; fo that the garrifon loft the lives 
or lei vice of more than 200 foldiers and fix officeis by this fally. 
The Flench acknowledged 200 of their rank and file killed and 
wounded; and had 12 officers wounded, Saubmet mortally, and 
three killed on the f|iot; they loft only four piifoners, of v/hom 
one was the Count D’Eftaign; his quarteis were with Lallj’s regi- 
ment near the beach, and on the firft filing he mounted his horfe; 
and came galloping down the crofs-ftreet to the 1 ear of the Englifli 
grenadiers, whom, being ffioit-fighted, or perhaps not feeing at all 
through the fmoke, he took for French troops, nor peiceived his 
miftake until within a few yards, when his hoife ftumbling, threw 
him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was feized by two 
drummers, who had their fwords drawn to flab him, when Lieu- 
tenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards taken pnfoner himfelf, 
flepped between: his confequence being known, he was irrime- 
diately fent away with an officei and a file of men to the fort. 
Mr. Lally blamed exceffively his own regiment for not maiching on 
the firfl fire, which had they done, and the troops been lefs intoxi- 
cated, it is probable that veiy few of the Engliffi' detachment would 
have efcaped. He endeavoui ed to fix the fault on Mr. Bufly, who 
jiiftified himfelf by the delays of Mr. Lally’s ordeis, without which, 
according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not 
march; and then Bufly led them. Mr. Lally legretted exceedingly 
the lofs of Saubmet and the Count D’Eftaign, and with reafon; for 
the one poflefTed all the qualities ^of an able general, and the other of 
■an adlive partizan. 


Very 
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Veiy few cafes permit a ftiong faily from the garrifon at the- 
opening of a fiege ; the prefent was in fome meafure jiiftihed by the 
fuppofition that the enemy’s troops were intoxicated and in confiifion . 
but, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left no advantageous 
impreffioii of the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers ; 
and Murphy, one of the moft experienced, propofed that a general 
affault ffiould be made on the town in the enfumg night, m four 
divilions, and offered to lead the piiricipal attack himfelf. It was ' 
lucky foi them that his advice was not followed. ' 

' The next day the French army began to prepaie their batteries, 
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ; 
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were 
at woik, and fhells as well as ffiol were fired at inteivals thioughoui 
the day to interrupt them ; although Iparingly, except when certain 
of effeft ; and this pmdent thrift was obfeiwed throughout all the 
days, until they opened their batteries . but their artillery which had 
embarked foi the fiege was ffill at a diftance at fea, and on the day 
of the f^ly a party of four companies of Sepoys, detached with 
Lieutenant Airey by Captain Prefton from Chinglapet, took the 
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land : iF was efcorted by 
1 50 Sepoys; they were inteicepted and defeated between Sadiafs and 
Cobelong; but Airey, having no bullocks to diaw off the mortal, 
ruined it as well as he could, and left it on the road. 

Intelligence had been received that one of the veffels which had 
been laden with artilleiy at Alampaiva, was detained at anchoi off' 
the point of Conirneie, about 15 miles to the South of Sadiafs, by 
the contrary wind and current; and a Dutch fnow being in the road 
of Madraff, it was refolved to equip and employ her to attack the 
French veffel; accordingly 20 failors belonging to the fquadron, 
who had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by Mr! 
Pococke, were lent on board undei the command of a naval officer 
of expel lence; but juff as he was going to weigh, the failors lefufed 
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French ffiip was much too 
ftrong for them; on which they were leianded on the loth, and 
the attempt was relinqiuffied. 


The 
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The cxpciicnce of the veiy few clays that the foit had been in- 
vchccl, had convinced the Nabob of the incicafing incoavcnienccs 
whicli he and his famil}’ would fnfTci by contimnng in it thiough 
the fiegc; and the gaiiifon hill moic wiflied to be freed fjom the 
nfclcfs confnmption and cmbaiiahincnt of his letiimc, which coii- 
fihed of 400 men, with 200 hoifes, bcfides other cattle, who, 
nevei thelefs, could not decently be difmificd whilh he remained. 
It was theiefoie icfoKed, with mutual fatisfaftion, that he fliould 
pioceecl by fca with his wife, women, and childien, and their imme- 
diate attendants, on lioaid the Dutch fno^^ , which ^^as to land them 
at the Dutch fettlcment of N'cgapatam; from hence, being in the 
Tanjoie countn, they might piocccd fccuicly to Tiitchinopoly. 
They embaikcd, attended by one of the council, on the night of 
the 20th, and befoie morning were out of fight ; the Nabob’s de- 
pendents wcie then told, that they might pioviclc for their own 
fafety, and in a few nights moft of them quitted the town. 

On the 1 6th at night, a fally was made to the noith by /\o Euio- 
peans, and as man) Sepoys ; but they were difco\'crcd before they 
got clear of the glacis, and retnined without filing. Two falhcs 
were made on the night of the 19th ; the one by 20 Europeans and 
30 Sepoys, undei the command of Enfign Bonjoui, who pioceeded 
to the notlwvard under the beach to the hrft houfes beyond the 
efplanade, when fome of the Scpo)S cried out they faw’’ horfe, and 
giving a fcatteiing fire took flight, which obliged the Euiopeans, 
after giving theirs, to ictreat likcwnfc; but before they w^crc out of 
reach, they leceived the enemy’s, by wdiich one was killed and tw’’0 
wounded. The other fally was of 1000 Sepoys, iindci tlie com- 
mand of Jemaul Scdieb, to the fbuthwaid ; they w'^ere to beat up a 
guard polled at the garden-houfe, and then proceed to St. Thome, 
in order to feize a piece of battering cannon wdiich w^'as waiting 
there for bullocks, under the efcoit of a company of Sepoys : tliey 
marched over the Tnphcane-biidge, but had fcarcely got into the St. 
Thome Road, when they receded a'fiic from the liifl; enclofure on 
the left, which threw the whole body into a panick, and all, ex- 
cepting 
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cepting 30 or 40 returned into tlie foit, and none of them had le- 

ceived a wound. 

’ On the 2i{h anothei detachment of 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro- 
peans fallied at 10 o’clock in the day, under the condudl of Lieu- 
tenant Balantyne and Enfign Ciowley, in order to beat up a party 
with 2 guns which were repoited to be polled at the pagoda 111 the 
•village of Triplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They 
cioffed the bar of the Triplicane river, and pioceeded, driving level al 
fmall Sepoy guaids befoie them to the pagoda; where, not Undiitg 
cither the paity 01 the guns they weie feeking, they turned into the 
St. Thome load, and ci offing it, maiched along the other road, which 
leads to the Choultiy-plain, intending to 'attack the enemy’s guards 
on the outfide of the encloluies near the village of Chindadrepettah; 
but befoie they ariived on the plain 300 Eiuopeans weie reported ad- 
vancing fi oin T 1 iphcane river, on which the detachment marched back 
to the budge, and leturned by the Erandof the iiver to the bar, where 
a company of gienadiers weie waiting to covei their retieat. WhilE 
this detachment was abioad, two pieces of batteiing cannon, drawn 
by a great many bullocks and Coolies, were perceived ci offing from 
the village of Chmdadiepettah to the s. w. towards the black town 
and being within idndom fhot of the weftein baEions feveral cannon 
were fired upon them, which foon Eopt the bullocks and Coolies 
and one of the guns funk to the axel-tibe in the mud; upon which 
300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of a leward, marched with 
Jemaul Saheb to fpike up thefe guns: on their appearance the 
diiveis caft off and hurried.away the bullocks, and the Coolies ran 
away, but before the Sepoys got to the budge, which leads ,to‘ 
Egmoie, 200 European horfe, followed b> forae infantry, appeared 

advancing from the camp in the black town; on ivhicli the paitv 
was .recalled into the fort. , ^ ^ 

On the 17th; aU the Englilh pnfonefs that had been taken at the ' 
rally weie fenl away for -Pondicheiry. They were too, and' were 
efcorted by 150 of the European horfe, 40 European foot, and coo 
Sepoys. They moved flowly, and proceeded towards Sadrafs bv ke 
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'halting on the 19th. Captain Piefton, zealous to recover the pri- 
foneis, maiched in the night oC the 19th, with the greateft pait of 
the gai rifon of Chinglapct, to intercept them. His patty was only 
80 Europeans, 4.00 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. They ciofTed the 
Country, and halted at i o o’clock next day fix miles to the fouth of 
Sadiafs. A channel of 20 miles m len{2;th extends fiom Cobelonff 
to within three miles of Sadiafs, and has at each extremity an open- 
ing to the fea, fi om which it receives its watci, and at times enough 
to overflow the countiy a mile a-ciofs, in which ftate it was at 
piefent. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadiafs along 
the fea flroic, theie is anothei within the inundation, and Preflon 
-remaining wheie he had halted font half his force over the water 
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other road; two 
hours aftei appealed a body of 400 Sepoys, within fome black horfe, 
whom Piefton kept at a diflance and difperfed; and in the evening, 
Airey’s paity leturned without any tidings of the cfcoit, which had 
pafTed on to Sadiafs before he crofl'cd the water, on which Pieffon 
marched back to his garifon, where he ai rived the next day. 

The commandant Mahomed Iflbof, after having been detained 
three days at Outatore by the lains, ai rived on the 29th of No- 
vembei at Thiagar, whei e he was joined by the killidar, KiftnaroWy 
with 250 hoife, and 1000 foot: and Mahomed Iffoof himfelf had 
enlifted 100 hoife on the road. Their forces" marched on tliefrhof 
December, and invefted Elavanafore, which hands ten miles to the 
weft of Thiagar. Theie were m the fort two companies of Sepoys 
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and tliree 
othei Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two feld-pieces: 
this garnfon defended themfelves until the clofe of the evening, 
when they furrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took feivice with Ma- 
homed Iffoof; the reft weie difarmed and peimitted to go where ' 
they pleafed, but the four Europeans weie fent to Tiitchinopoly : 
Ibme ftores and ammunition were found in the foi t. The next day 
Kiftnarow went away with his own troops to get plunder, and on 
the yth burnt a village in fight of Fort St. David; but Mahomed 
Iffoof did not move until the 5th, when he pioceeded to Tricolore, 
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a fortified pagoda, ten miles to thenoith of Elavanafoie. On the 
6th, he was joined by 200 horfe, 1500 Colleries, and 250 Peons,, 
fent by the Polygai Tondiman, and the day after attacked the 
pagoda, in which were three companies of Sepoys, who defended it 
with much adivity until eight at night, when they offered to fur- 
render provided they were permitted to maich away with their 
aims and effeas; and having already killed 15 and wounded 55 of 
Mahomed Iffoof’s tioops, he accepted their terms; and then follow- 
ing the tiack of Kiftnai ow marched to the eaftward, fpreading his 
aimy to ravage the countiy, all of which, as far as the feR, paid 
levenue to the French. On the 15th they appeared at Villenore, 
within fight of Pondicheiiy, and bi ought fo much terror, that the 
inhabitant of the adjacent villages took fhelter in crowds within 
the bound hedge. On the 1 8th they cut the mound of the great 
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to deftroy the cultivations 
it was Tefeived to fertilize. The fwoid was little ufed, but fire 
eveiy where, and the cattle were driven away to Tiicaloor. Mr. 
Lally on hearing of_thefe devaftations, fent word to Mr. Pigot, 
that he would letaliate, by putting men, women, and childien to 
the fword in the teiiitoiy about Madiafs; he however foibore to 
execute the threat. On the zifl Mahomed Iffoof was joined by 
300 horfe fiom Tanjore, not furniflied by the king, but hired there 
with his permiffion, by Mahomed Ifibof’s agents; on the fame day 
ICiftnarow returned with all his tioops to Thiagai. The next, 
Mahomed Iffoof began his march fiom ‘Villaporum to the north- 
ward, Fill continuing his ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a confideiable 
'body of horfe, had been for fome time at Conjeveram, waiting to 
protedl thofe diftiidls from his excurfions, and on -his approach 
croffed the Pahar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feemingly with in- 
tention to give him battle ; but on better intelligence of -his force, 
‘took fhelter under the guns of Vandiwafh. Lambert was alfo on 
the othei fide of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and 
two guns, but on the fame information marched round and ftopt at 
two days diftance in his rear. 'On the 25th Mahomed Iffoof with 
his army joined Captain Piefton at Chinglapet. 
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On'the 22cl the Hailcm, lb long expebtecl by the enemy, anchoied 
111 the evening at Onoie, thiee leagues to the noith of the black 
town. The next da}-, the Thames, laden with all kinds of pro- 
,vilions, ai lived iii the load from Vizagapatam; the wind was high, 
and the Hup had but two ancliois, and in the next forenoon pai ted 
fiom that b)' whieli Hie was iiding, bcfoie one that was coming 
Horn the flioie on a catamaian could leacli hei ; and the Hailem 
getting iiiidei weigh Horn Onoie at the fame time, Hie Hood out to 
fea, iiiteiidiiig to les^aiii the load in the cieniiiG:, but bcfoie nieht 
was dnven out of fight to leewaid She bi ought the news of the 
vidloiy gained by Colonel Foide at Pedijioie ovci the Fiencli tioops 
with Ml. Coiiflans, which the foit aniioiinced to the enemy by 2r 
guns pointed upon then quaitcisfiom the not them baHions, and the 
file of the whole gaiiilbn diavn up in the covered way. The next 
day the Hai lem Hopped and Icizcd a i eH'el trading fi om the noi tliwai d, 
laden with looo bags of lice, of which the Ficncli camp was much 
in want. The aitillciy bioilght by the Harlem u'as not fufficient 
to fiipply the intended batteries; but fevcial cannon and moitars 
unladen from the Diligent and Exjicditioii at Alampanah, and 
brought in boats Horn thence to San Thome, paHed c\ery day from 
this place to the camp in the black town, and gcneially aciofs the 
plain of Egmoie, within fight of the foit; but fince the fally of the 
Sepoys on the 21H, tlie cfcorts weie too Hiong to be attacked by 
any parties which the garrifoii could with prudence iiflc at that 
diHance. But the Hock of gun-powder necelfary for the batteries 
was not yet completed; for this was bi ought the whole way from 
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land , and, for the want of bullocks, 
with much delay. 

The commandant Mahomed IHbof on his aiiival at Chinglapet 
difj^atched the gieateH pait of his hoife, which weie now neai 1000, 
to ravage and deHroy the countiy about ConJe^’elara, from vTich 
the French government drew levenues, and their army {lefore 
^Madrafs, provifions. On the 27th, he marched himfelf with his in- 
fantry, intending according to inHiudions he had leceived from Mr. 
Pigot, to fill prize the French troops which weic qnarteied in the 

town 
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to^yn of San Thome; but Captain Prefton thinking this a hazardous 
cntei piize,- 1 efok eel to pai ticipate in itj and accompanied him with 
So Eiiiojieans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sepoys, Com 
his o-aiiifon. They aiiived at the Mount on the 29th, and were 
lejomed the lame day by the hoife fiom Conjeveram during the 
enfuing night, a detachment of 500 Euiopeans, of which 100 were 
ca\a]iy, 600 Sepoys, and 800 black hoife, maichcd from the black 
town and other pofts, under the command of Mr. -Soupire, and at 
day-bieak the next moining had pafled the village of Sidapet, and 
weie within fight of the Mount before their appioach was known; 
however, the aflivity of Pi ejfion and Mahomed IfToof ftopt the effedls 
of the fiiipiize, and in a few minutes the troops fiom both their 
camps weie 111 maich the enemy halted and began to cannonade, 
which was letuined and continued until ii o’clock, when Captain 
Prefion feeing an advantage, made a pufli with the Chinglapet 
tioops, and feized two of their guns, ivhilfl; Mahomed Ifibof with 
his kept the main body at bay and pi evented them from making an 
eftoit to lelcue them; however, the enemy reti'eatedin good order to 
Sidapet , for the gi eateft pai t of Mahomed Iffoof s cavali y wei e, ifpofii- 
bJe, worfe than the black horfe wnth the French, and few of either 
ventuied within aim’s length of each othei. Fifteen of the French 
Euiopeans, with fome of then Sepoys and horfes, W'^ere left dead on 
the plain, but they carried away their wounded, of whom fifteen 
were tioopers; moft of this execution was done by the field-pieces; 
the Chinglapet tioops lofi: only one Euiopean, but feveral Sepo} s; 
and moie of Mahomed Iffoof’s Sepoys wnth fome of his horfemen, 
weie killed, and wounded: both Piefton’s and Mahomed IlToof’s di- 
vifions continued at the Mount. 

At break of day the next moining, 1000 Sepoys, with thue 
troop of horfe, fallied from the gauifon of Foit St. Geoige by 
the fouthein gate, 111 oider to beat up the guards at the bar of 
the liver, the gai den-houfe, and the village of Tiiplicane, which 
,they efieaed without oppofition; they hkewife intercepted a 
tappy 01 letter-carrier, coming with, many to the French aimy, 
which gave information of the arrival of a veffel at Pondicheny 
fiom the ifland of Maiuitius wnth 70 cheEs of filver. This 

day 
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day clofed the yeai. Mi. Lally intended to open the next with 
Ins fiift file agciinft the fort; but the prepaiations to equip a laigc 
detachment intended to attack the troops with Pieflon and Mahomed 
IfToof, defeiied the batteiy to the 2d of Jaiuiaiy. 

The Fiench, whilfi: in poffelfion of Foit St. George, after taken 
by Labouidonnais, had made feveral improvements and additions to 
the flight woiks they found, ■which iicvci ihelcfs, lendcied the foit 
little capable of long lefifiance againfi; the regular appi caches of an 
Euiopean enemy; noi had they gnen any extenfion to the internal 
aiea, which did not exceed 15 acics of giound. Neverthelefs, the 
Englifli let the place lemain in the ftate they received it from the 
Fiench in 1751, until the beginning of the yeai 1756; when the 
expedlation of another wai with that nation, and the reports of the 
gieat pieparations making in Fiance againfi India, dictated the nc- 
ceffity of lendenng it completely dcfenfiblc. Accoidmgly all the 
Coolies, labduicrs, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country 
could fupjily, weie from this time conflantly employed on the for- 
tifications: their daily number geneially amounted to 4000 men, 
women, and childien, who had continued on the woiks until lately 
diivcn away by the appioach of the Fiench army from Conjeveiam, 

An addition had been piojedled in the year 1743 by the engineer 
INdr. Smith, father 'of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as 
much CTiound as the formei area of the foit the ditch which marked 

O 

its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was fupplied with 
water -by a communication with the northern 1 iver, which at that 
time ran along 'the foot of the ancient wall to the weft; but on 
account of the expence, nothing was then raifed above the furface, 
and the naked ditch remained when De Labourdonnais came before 
the town, neither an obftrudlioii nor an advantage to his attack. It 
was in the lame condition m 1756, wTen the new works weie re- 
fblved on; and the plan of Mr. Smith having been appioved by Mr. 
Kobins, the fortifications oir this fide were raifed in confoimity to 
that projedlion. To join the new rampait with the old baftion to 
the s.w. and to gam the ground in the new area which was occu- 
’pied by the river, its bed was filled up, beginning Yiom the s. w. 
Joaftion, with earth dug from the edge of the rifing ground of the 

black 
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bldck town to the north-weft, which the excavation removed 40 yards 
farther fiom the works; but only two-thirds of the bed of the river 
under the old wall had been choked up. The river^ ftopped in its 
former channel, was direfted in another, which environed the weft 
and part of the fouth face of the new woiks, waftiiiig in fome 
places the foot of the glacis, until it rejoined its formei bed at the 
' head of the fpit of land. The old wall of the weftern fide ftill re- 
■maiiied as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outwaid fhould 
be earned. The new extention on this fide compnfed three large 
baftions and their out-works. The fouthein of thefe three baftions 
communicated with the old baftion, which ftood before on the s. w. 
angle, by the curtain raifed acrofs the former channel of the river ; 
and this curtain increafed the fouth face of the fort from 150 to 210 
yards. Neverthelefs, the works on this fide were much lefs de- 
fenfible than thofe to the weft and north; but the fui face of water 
and quagmire in the river befoie it, rendered this front inacceffible,. 
excepting by the labours of a much greater aimy, than the prelent 
attack. The gi ound on the 1101 th of the fort gave the befieger much 
moie advantage than on the othei fides ; and this face was therefore 
ftiengthened in piopoition: the two foimer ba&ons and lampart, 
as impioved and left by the French, were fuffered to remain; blit 
the ditch and glacis which they had dug and railed, were, the one 
filled up, and the other removed fui ther out, to admit better works.. 
In the front of the n. w. baftion was raifed anothei capable of mount- 
ing 28 guns; each of the faces were 100 yards in length, and' 
battalion might be drawn up on its rampart, although a large 
vacancy was left in the gorge, or back pait, to increafe the interval 
towards the former baftion behind, which this was intended to co- 
ver . It was, fi'om its ftipeiior ftrength, called the royal baftipm A 
demi baftion, correfponding with the royal, was raifed before the old 
N. E. baftion, that ftood on the beach of the fea, which, however, the 
demi bafbon did not entirely envelop ; for its right hand or eaft face 
- extending in aline parallel to the lea, adjoining to the ftioulder angle 
of the noi them face of the old baftion, leaving this face fi ee to fire for- 
ward, but confining the extent of ground it commanded to the fame 
width as the fpace between the eaft face of the demi baftion and the 
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fea: to the weftwaid, the old baftioii had two guns clear of thedemi 
baftion, which fnpphed the defence on this fide by four guns m the 
flank, and feyen in its noithern face. The two neiv baflions commu- 
nicated witli eachi other by a broad fauflebi ay that palfed along the 
foot of the old lampait and bafliions; this fauflebray was defended 
by a flout parapet feven feet high, which adjoined to the flanks of the 
new bafliions. The ditch on this fiont was diy, becaufe the giound 
here was feven feet highei than the level of the canal which fnpphed 
the ditches to the wefl: and fouth ; but a ciwette or tiench, feven feet 
deep and 25 feet bioad, was dug the whole length of the ditch, which 
before the faufrebra3^ was i So feet wide, and befoi e the bafliions, ninety. 
The coveied wzy of this fiont was broad and well pallifaded, and con- 
tained between the two bafliions a laige ravelin capable of 18 guns, 
nine in each of its faces. The glacis was excellent, and little wns 
wanting to complete the defences on this fide, excepting mines, 
which the want of time and bncklayers had not allowed. The 
wefliern face had likev/ife its coveied-way pahfaded, and glacis, and 
contained thiee ravelins, of which that in the middle was the largefl:. 
The eaftern face extended along the beach of the fea within twenty 
yaids of the fuif; but fliips could not apj^roach near enough to batter 
it with any efihdt; and no guns could be bi ought to bear upon it by 
land. Befoi e the fea gate, which ffands in the middle of the cui> 
tain, was a batteiy of 13 guns; fifty }ards on the right of this bat- 
teiy was a platfoim of old fianding, with 14 guns to return falutes, 
which had hitheito been left without a paiapet : the onginal cui tain, 
although nothing more than a brick wall four feet thick, had ne\ ei 
been fliengthened ; but a trench, fix feet deqi and 10 wide, had 
lately been dug befoi e it; and a ditch, with palifadoes, was intended 
to have been canned round the battery and the platfoim, but had not 
been executed at either. The only danger on this 'fide was from a 
hidden aflault 01 fuipiize, which could rarely come by boats landing 
unawares aciofs the furf; 'but always, and with eafe, by a body of 
men paffing on the edge of it by either of the baftions at the extre- 
mities ; to prevent which, a row of anchors, backed by palifades, and 

a trench 
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a tiench were extended fiom the neck of each baftioii quite into 
the fuif No buildings, excepting Iheds, had been raifed m the 
new o-round taken into the weftwaid; and m thofe of the old, 
the bomb-proof lodgments were not lufficient for the fecurity of 
the gairilon. 

The hi ft appeal ance of any woik done by the enemy, had been dif- 
cerned in the morning of the 1 8lh of December, when Tally’s legi- 
ment had completed a bieaft-woik clofe to the lea, 580 )'aids from 
the coveied way; it was llieltered by honfes on the light, but open 
in fiont to a diiedl lire fiom the noith-eaft and demi baftions from 
this breaft-woik they continued a trench by two zig-zags 180 yaids 
iieaier the fort, which bi ought the tiench /\d yaids upon the efpla- 
nade. here they began a battery intended for many guns, which 
extended from the beach, paiallel to the fame fire as the breaft-woik, 
and behind this battery, on the right, they raifed another for fix moi- 
tars, which they completed by the end of the month; but the con- 
ftant file of the fort had retarded their work and pi evented them 
fiom opening any embrafures in the battery for the cannon, becaule 
they had not enough ready for tins, and another batteiy of fix guns, 
which the legiment of Loirain had on their fide completed at the 
opening of a ftreet on the riling ground to the weftwaid, which en- 
filaded the face of the loyal baftion, and the covered wa}- before it; 
behind this battery weie two moitars imprudently Ihelteied by the 
rubbilh of houfes, which had been demolillied foi the pmpofe. 
The garrifon called this the Lorrain, and the other by the fea, 
Tally’s battery. 

At break of day, on the 2d of January, the Toiiaiii batteiy be- 
gan to fire both its cannon and moitais, which were foon followed by 
four thirteen-inch mortars from Tally’s, which thiew their ftiells in 
volhes all together. The fort returned with fhells as well as fhot 
upon the Terrain battery with 1 1 guns, foui 'on the weft face of the 
Royal, five on the flank of the Demi, and two on the weft flank - 
of the old noith-eaft baftion: this fupenoiity in lefs than ‘an hour' 
difmounted two of the Ton am guns, and obliged them to withdraw 

tjie other four; but againft the moitaiS, either here or at Tally’s 
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the ]he of the defences conkl have little cflcQ, excepting by luck, hnce 
they were concealed and defended, as nfiial, by a high and ftiong 
paiapet. this annoyance, thcieforc, continued until feven in the 
evening, dining which time only 8o fliells had been thiown from 
both, all of which fell about the middle of the inhabited jiait of the 
foit, where flood the government houfe, againft which they feemed 
to have been aimed, and two went through the upper loof: much 
mifchief was alfo done to the adjoining buildings ; but not a fingle- 
peifon was cithei killed oi wounded by their fall or explofions, nor 
had any one hiUcied by the cannon fliot of tlic morning. 

As ibon as the night clofcd, fcvcral of the pnncipal Kuiopean 
ivomen, with their children, were fent away in thiee maffoolah 
boats, to icfide under the piotedlion of the Dutch fettlement at Sa- 
di afs ; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re- 
ceived fiom Captain Piefton, that a Fiench detachment had lur- 
piizcd the fort of Sadrafs, taken pofleffion of the town, and made 
the gaiiifon and all the Dutch inhabitants prifoners ; but it was too 
late to lecal the MafToolahs. Another lettei fiom Prefton, which 
came in the morning, gave infoimation of an aftion which he had 
fuftained the day before. 

The town of San Thome was become a poll of great confequence 
to the Fiench army. The lemains of an ancient ditch and bad 
giound round moft parts of the town, with the river and the 
Enghfh redoubt to the fouth, lecuied it from furprize, unlefs at- 
tempted by veiy fupeiior numbers. They accordingly made the 
town the flation of their boats, as w'ell as the temporary lepofitory 
of their -convoys coming by land, and had likewife eflablifhed in it 
one of the hofpitals of their camp : but the jun6lion of Mahomed 
Iffoof’s troops, with Preflon’s, rendered the maintenance of the 
town an objedl of much gi eater doubt and folicitude, than when it 
was only expofed to falhes from the garrifon of Foit St. George j 
and the body of French troops which had engaged Prefton and Ma- 
homed Iflbof at the Mount on the 30th of December retreated im- 
mediately after the adlion to San Thome. The day after the ac- 
tion Prefton received intelligence that the paitizan, Lambert, was 
^ ' advancing 
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ciclvancnig fioin the Jfbuth, with a laige quantity of flores and a ftiong 
efcoit, on which he moved fiom the Mount, m order to inteicept 
them, and encamped at Tiivambore, which is a village with apa- 
o-oda, fituated two miles to the fouth of San' Thome, and one from 
the fea fliore. He whs followed by the troops of Mahomed Iffoof; 
it having been agieed, in older to pi event jealoulies as well as con- 
fufion, that the two commands fhould move and encamp m fepa- 
rate bodies. The tioops of Mahomed Iffoof confifled of 3500 foot, 
500 hoi fe, with three bad field-pieces; they encamped to the north 
of the village, and extended almofl; to the fea, with their front to- 
waids San Thome. Captain Piefton, with his divifion, which con- 
fifted of 600 Sepoys, with 80 Euiopeans, and two brafs three- 
poundeis, pitched then tents to the fouth, looking out for Lambert 
towards Sadiafs. Mr. Tally, appiehenfive that they intended to 
attack San Thome, increafed the Euiopean infantry there to 500 
lank and file, and the Euiojiean horfe to 150. Mi. Soupire com- 
manded, and leaving all the black troops, whethei horfe or Sepoys-, 
marched at three in the morning with the Europeans only, who were 
650 horfe and foot, and witliout field-pieces. Half an hour befoie 
day they fell on the camp of Mahomed Iffoof, which had gained no 
warning of their approach. The furprize and confufion was fo gieat, 
that Mahomed Iffoof himfelf efcaped at the back of his tent, and his 
troops fled every way under the enemy’s fire, which lafted 1 5 minutes 
without interruption; during which Prefton turned out his line, and 
lent forward his piquets to difcover, who 1 eturned without perceivino- 
any figns of troops to the fouth; at the fame time the crowd of fu- 
gitives fhewed that the enemy were in poffeffion of Mahomed Iffoof ’s 
camp, and Prefton, judging that their ordei mufl: have been much 
bioken by the onfet, the adioii, the darknefs, and the mteiruptions ' 
fpread over the ground, immediately refolved to attack them ; and 
marching with his whole divifion at the back of the village to the 
weftwaid, came on the flank of Mahomed Iffoof ’s camp, almofl: as 
foon as his approach was difcovered ; where the French troops 
thinking they had routed all their enemies, were collectmg the plun- 
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dor ; nor could the officcis iccal them to any older, before the fire 
of Pieflon^s divihon, led by his two field-pieces loaded with giape, 
fcouied through the camp, and Ins miifketiy was augmented by the 
jeturn of the bcfl of Mahomed IfToof’s Sepo}s. Ncverlhelcfs, iomc 
of the enemy in diffcient paitics cndcavouicd to i.iily ; but, having 
no ftiong 01 colle6led fiic to leturii, they fell, the moie they \cn- 
tuied to make rcfiflance, and all at length biokc m confufion; but, 
when at fome diftance, the officers prevailed on them to flop, and 
they marched off in older. They had got poffcffion of the two field- 
pieces, of Mahomed Iffoof’s divifion, but did not tairy todiaw them 
off. Thiity-fix of then Euiopcans weie counted dead; of whom 
one was a captain, and anothci a lieutenant. Of the Enghffi tioops 
in both adlions two Eurojieans wcic killed and fix wounded ; of the 
Sepoys 6o, and 121; but onl} three of the black cavaliy, and 
fi\e holies were killed. On a review at thice o’clock in the aftei- 
noon, only 700 of Mahomed Iffoof’s Scpo}S were numbered; aU 
the leff of his troops, cavah), Colleries, and Sepoys, on a fuppo- 
fition that Prefton’s divifion had been as cafily routed as themfclves, 
fled acjofs the country, nor thought themfclves fafe before they got 
undei the guns of Chinglapet; and, according to their example, 
the market-people ran away with their bullocks and provifions, of 
which there was not fufficicnt for one meal left in the camp ; and 
this want obliged the troops which remained to march awa)- the fame 
evening with the appearance of defeat, as far as Vcndaloor, in order 
to meet a fupply from Chinglapet. 

The fiiperior fire of the fort in the morning determined the enemy 
to wait until they could renew the attack with lefs difproportion. 
On the 4th a fmall floop laden with flores and ammunition worked 
through the road and anchored near the Harlem, and maffoolas had 
every day paffed between St, Thome and the black town. At day- 
break on the 6th, a volley of fix mortars were thrown from Tally’s 
battery, as a fignal of preparation, and they were the fiifl:, either Ihot 
or Ihell, which the enemy had fired fince their mortars ceafed'on the 
evening of the 2d, although the fort had conflrantly fired both to in- 
ternipt their work. At fun- rife they commenced a regular cannon- 
ade 
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ade and bombardment, which confifted of feven guns and fiK laigO 
mortals from Lally’s, and feven guns, with a howitz, fiom the 
Loiram battery, with the twm mortars, in this quaitei, which, "how- 
ever, fired but feldom. Although 'the. Lorrain battery fired only from 
feven embiafures. it had been augmented to ten, .of which the ad- 
ditional four were in a leturn, or extending fiom an angle. to the left 
of the other fix,, and. bore upon Pigot’Sy the next baflion on*the.wefi: 
front to the left (5f the io}al. The enemy’s fire, 'both of fiiot 
and fhells, was direfted more againft the buildings than againfi: 
the works. The fort returned on Lally’s batteiy 1 1 guns, from the 
old north-ealf bafiion, the north Tavelin, and the royal baftion-. 
Againfi: the Lon am battery, . Iikewite, eleven guns, four fiom- the 
royal.bafiiion, two from the north-wefi; c-urtain near Pigofs bafiiion, 
and three from the centre ravelin called St. Geoige’s on the wefb: 
but more guns bore upon the batteries, if it had- been. 'iiecefiaiy to 
ufe them. 

The enemy’^ moi tai s continued through the night, and w^ere -rei- 
joined in the morning by the cannon of ,the pieceding day, and two 
moie, from a battery intended for foui, wdiich ivas.raifed omthe ef- 
planade, adjoining to the weft-fide of the burymg-ground, about 
.100 yards to the ivefi: of Lally’s batteiy, and almofi: in the pei'pen- 
dicular of the n. w or faliant angle of the royal baftion, from 
which it was diftant 450 yards. The two guns, now opened 111 the 
.burying ground, boie upon the wefi: face of tlie north ravelin and on 
the wefi: flank of the old tr. E. baftioiit The enemy’s cannon flill 
continuing to point high, did little. damage to the woiks, but the 
buildings, much damaged before, fuffeied greatly by the. fall of 
their fhells. At the twilight of the next day, the . 8th of the 
month, the thiee mafibolas which had been lent wnth the Eng- 
lifii W'^omen to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. TheFiench being, in 
pofleffion of Sadrafs, had feized thefe boats, .laden them wuth ,50 
barrels of gunpowdei, and feveial other military jfioies, and fent 
them with the fame boatmen guarded by a French foldiei' in 
each,Ao their own army in the black town. At foui in the moin- 
mg when oppofite to the fort, each of the foldiers had fallen fafi: 
afleep, on which the boatmen concerted m then ov/n language with- 

the» 
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the ceitainty of not being nndci flood, although oveiheard; and hav- 
ing firfl pouied water into the fii clocks, overpowered and bound the 
foldieis, and then landed the boats at the fea gate. This uncommon 
inflance of fidelity and fpirit in men, who aie deemed a mean and 
outcafl race, was lewaided and enconiaged by paying them imme- 
diately the full value of the gunpowdei and flores. 

The enemy’s mortals lenewed at midnight, and at day-break theii 
cannon, with two pieces more, ^nounted in the batteiy at the bury- 
ing gi ound. In the aftei noon they let fii e to a warehoufe near the s, e. 
haftion, full of faltpetie and bnmftone, which could not be extin- 
guifhed foi feveial houis; duiing which the enemy plied the Ipot, 
where the black column of fmokc arofe, with fhells and plunging 
iliot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Biooke, a diligent officer 
in the aitilleiy, was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-baflion. 
The enemy’s fliip Diligent, rcladen \Mth aitiller^ and all kind of 
flores, anchored in the moining off the black toum, having been 30 
days in working along the coafl fiom Alampaiwa, although the 
ffrai^ht diflance is not 60 miles. 

- The fame fire, but more frequent on both fides, continued on the 
9th, the enemy’s moitais flill againfl the buildings; but their cannon, 
which m the two preceding days had only filenccd two guns, in this dif- 
*abled or difmounted five, and two mortals. In the night, befides the 
mlual repairs, five embiafuies were cut thiough the glacis of the fa- 
liant angle before the dcmi-baflion, pointing obliquely againfl Tally’s 
ibattery,'and guns were mounted in them; but Tally’s, neverthelefs, 
‘difmountecl two guns on the demi baflion the next day; and on the 
iith all the 'five towaids the land on the old n.e. baflion were dif- 
abled by this and the Lorrain battery. Early this moining the enemy 
iikewife opened two more guns ina ricochet battery intended for four, 
which they had raifed near the Englifh hofpital, on the riling ground 
fronting the centre ravelin on the weft fide of the fort, againfl which, 
however, it was not intended to file, but to enfilade the royal baflion: 
it hkewife-bore upon part of the north-weft curtain towaids Pigot’s. 
rNotwithftandmg this battery flood at a much greater diflance from' 
,the fort, than any of the other three, it was more expofed than either 

of 
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of them to a fally; for none of the guns'had embiafnres, but Tired, ^ 
pluncring ovei the parapet, and the guaid might be beaten up, and the 
o-uns*^ linked, before fucconr could arrive from the neareft of the- 
enemy’s quarters . aware of this they had carried on a,tr6nch, from 
the end of the ftreet through which Drapsi had matched, tO'the foot 
of the budge, which cioffed the giound fiontmg the batteiy, and 
a. picquet guaid was conftantly kept in the tiench, ready to give 
the alaim. Xhey had likewife began a breaft-work at the bar of 
the Triplicane iiver to the fouth, in. older to annoy the black people 
and cattle,' which were fhelteied on the Ipit of land at the foot of 
the glacis on this fide; and as many inconveniences would enfue 
fiom their difpeifion, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the* 
break-work. 

■ Accordingly a detachment of 200 Europeans, of which half were- 
grenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major 
Breieton, between four and five in the morning, whilfi: it was fiiE 
dark when arrived at the bar they received a fire from fome Se- 
poys potted behind the unfimthed parapet, winch killed one and'- 
wounded two of the. grenadiers ; but, as the Sepoys immediately dif- 
appealed, the fire was not returned, and the detachment .proceededv 
thiough the coco-nut groves to the left, without meeting' any other 
oppofition, until they came into the dane which ' leads into the St. 
Thome road, along the gaiden wall of the governor’s houle, when 
a trooper, fent forward, difcoveied a party of the enemy diawn up 
at the end of the lane, with a field-piece. On ’-this intelligence the 
advanced guard of gienadieis marched up briflily, filed, and pufli- 
ing on, received the difcharge of the gun loaded with grape, as well 
as the mufketry that lupjiorted it, by which five of them were 
Wounded, and Lieutenant Eobfon mortally ^ the red, nevertheleis, 
feized the gun before the enemy had time to file it again, who took- 
fiielter in a houfe and garden on their right, fiom whence then file 
killed three Sepoys and wounded two, with an European, befoie, they 
were diflodged. It was yet fcarcely twilight, and as the grenadiers 
were drawing off the gun, Jemaul Saheb, the comniandant of the Se- 
poys, who had been prying in the St. Thome Road, difcovered another 
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gun a little below the garden-houfe, and appealing jealous of the 
honour, was pei nutted to feize and bung it off with a party of Se- 
poys only, which they effeded without leceiving any leturn to their 
firff file. The detachment marched back the fame way they had’ 
come, and arrived in the foit at fun-iife with the two guns, and five' 
European pnfoners, one of whom was an officei feveiely wounded. 
Previous to this, two other, but flight fallies had been made; the . 
one to the n. w bridge, which fired into the •enemy’s ^tiench before 
the holjDitahbattery ; the other, to difliuib the woikmen in the zig- 
zags to the noitlnvand; this party advanced to the head of the woik, 
killed a centmel, and biought away two oi thiee mulkets, without 
any lofs. The enemy’s moitars flackened this day, but the fire of their 
cannon continued with as much vivacity as befoie, and difabled four 
guns, which as ufual weie leplaced befoie the next morning. 

By this time it was e\ ident that the enemy intended to dired the' 
ftrefs of then attack againfl: the two northern baftions, which dic- 
tated ihe neceffity of fecunng them ■ with additional defences . ac-' 
cordingly a pahfade was begun in the ditch on the hither fide of the 
cuvette, to extend quite round the demi bafl:ion;a blind, or lam- 
part of earth, at 30 yards diftance, in the ditch before the n. e. 
baftion; and a fafcine battery of fix guns, on the ftiand between 
the eafl; curtain and the fea, a little in the rear of the flioulder angle’ 
of this baflion. Early the next moining, which was the 13th, a 'fliell 
fiom the fort fet fire to fome huts behind Tally’s battery, which 
Ipreadmg, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of 
loaded bombs: no fire paffed this day either from 01 againfl; the 
N._ E. or demi baftions; and no gun was difmqunted in any part ofi 
the fort; but the enemy doubled the number of their woikmen in 
the zig-zag, who were interrupted as much as poffible by what, fire' 
boie upon .them from the royal baftion, the north ravelin, and the, 
embrafures of the faliant anrfe befoi e the demi baftion : in the nio-ht ' 
the enemy fired with a field-piece loaded ivith grape, fiom the head 
of their woiks, on a fmall paity pofted near this angle, under 'the co-' 
ver of^a. boat, and wounded three of them, on w-hich the reft re- 
tired into the coveied-way. 
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111 the moinmg of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three 
mortals between Lally’s and the buiying-ground, but in the rear of JanuE 
both, and concealed by the houfes between them, fioiH the fight of 
the fort, their fire this day difabled a moitar and two guns: during 
the night a conftant fire of mulketry from the covered-^^ay, and of 
cannon and mortals from the works of the noith front, was kept 
up againfi: the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their progrefs. On 
the 15th, they had 10 guns mounted in Lally’s, and kept up 
through the day a fire fioin 21, befides their 1 1 Inortais as before: 
but lolly’s guns did all the mifchief to the works, difmounting two 
guns 111 the demi, and two in the north-eafi: baftion, and their fhotf, 
which flew over, took in flank the thi ee other batteries towards the 
fea, and difinounted two guns on the fea-gate batteiy, two on the 
falutmg battery, and one on the s. e. or St. Thome baftion, in all 
-eleven : the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from 
“V^foich the enemy, neverthelefs, detached a picquet, winch drove in 
the party polled on the fahent angle of the glacis. 

The enemy’s cannonade continued on the 1 6th, with the addi- 
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, which now fired with 12, all 
24 or 18 poundeis, to which the foit could only oppofo the diredl 
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-eaft and demi 
baftions; for the guns in the falienl angle of the glacis, and in the 
fafcine batteiy on the ground below, were of inferior calibres ; and as it > 
was conftantly neceflary to employ many men in reinftating the da- 
mages of the demi baftion, a traverfe was raifedto prefervethe guns 111 
its flank from the enfilading fire of Lally’s; and whilft this and other 
woikwas doing, the three embrafures of its face to the right, which 
were open to the foot of Lally’s, were kejit clofed until the next day; 
fo that no guns in this baftion were either fired againft, or difmount- 
ed by that battery; which having the mbre to ufe againft the other 
works difabled one on the north-eaft, and obliged the garrifon to with- 
draw the five guns m the falient angle of the glacis ; and as the trenches 
were now advanced within 50 yards, thefe embiafures were filled up^ 
and the earth levelled again to the geneial flope of the -glacis. 

At 1 1 at night a fally was made from St, George’s or the weft ravelin 
VoL.II. 3G . _ to 
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, to fire into the trench extending befoie the hofpital batteiy; but 

i the guaid there taking the alaim in time, 50 men advanced acrofs 
the budge leading to it, and after a fire given and Returned, drove the 
paity back into the ■ covered-way. Another faliy of 12 Euiopeans 
was made at one in the morning, under the command of Enfign 
Baines, agamfi; the head of the enemy’s tieiiches, into which they 
gave then file, and finding only five or fix men in it, advanced, until 
a lelief of 40 or 50 came up fiom the leai, who drove them back, and 
befoie they legained the coveicd-way, Enfign Baines, with two of 
the foldieis, were killed. Before and aftei this fall}, a conftant fire, 
as in the preceding nights, was kept up until morning on the enemy’s 
woi kmen , who, notwithflandmg thefe interruptions, advanced the 
lap above 20 yaids. 

Even the gauifon acknowledged the a 61 :ivity of the enemy’s ]iro- 
giefs, and frequent letteishad been difpatchcd, enjoining Captain 
Piefionand Mahomed Iffoof to approach, and interiupt their opera- 
tions; but thefe officers weie no longer mafteis of their own. Re- 
treating after the adlion at Tnvambore, they arrived at Vendalore 
on the 3d, wheie they found fome provifions. Picfton’s divifion was 
unimpaired; of Mahomed Ifibof’s, moft of the Tritchinopoly Se- 
poys, and 150 of the new-levied horfe, had lejoined the reft of thofe 
who had fled to Chinglapet, who were the 1500 Colleries and 500 
horfe fent by Tondiman, the 300 hoife fiom Tanjore, and the fame 
number of his own levies; and all thefe troops refufed to maich 
back from Chinglapet to Veiidaloie. The kind of waifare for which 
they were intended, and only fit, rendeied their defeition in the 
prefent conjundlure of too much confequence to be negle6fed . and 
after feveral meffedtual meffages, the two commanders, marched on 
the 6th from Vendalore, and joined them at Chinglapet. On expof- 
tulation, the cavaliy in general pleaded with much complaint, the 
lofs, although owing to their own cowaidice, of their baggage and 
effedts at Tnvambore, and little lefs than declared, that they had not 
engaged in the feivice, with the expedlation of expofing their horfes 
againft Euiopeans, but were willing to a6t 111 then ufual modes; 
which Prefton jightly interpieted phindei ; 'and to giatify their 
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wifhes, confented to march with 'them into the French diftil6^s 
around Coiijeveram, in which they continued feveral days emplo}'ed 
in plundei and ia\age; and no flielter grounds protedled the cattle 
from. the fearch of the Colleiiesv On the 13th, Prelloii thinking 
they had been fufficientiy indulged with booty, began his maich 
-back from Conjeveiam, intending to come again in fight of Madrafs; 
baton the firfi; halt, all the tioops which he had endeavoured witli 
fo much complacence to conciliate, Colleries as well as cavalry, 
left him and croffed the Paliai . This fecond defei tion left no doubt 
of their inutility, and Prefton refolved not to adt with them any 
lono-er, even if thev fhould return of their own accord; but as the 
horfe of Rajahfaheb, who were 800, and the European cavalry of the 
Flench army, rendeied it impo’fiiblc for the infantiy of both the 
Enghfii comma'nds, although many, if unfuppoited by hoife, to con- 
tinue near enough to harafs the enemy’s camp, without moie iilk 
to themfelves^ Prefiion refolved to march to Arcot, in order to colledt 
a body of better cavalry, of which he heaid feveial parties were wait- 
ing ready to take fervice on the weftern confines of the piovince. 
Mr. Pigot received intelligence ofthis motion and its motives on the 
1 6th of the month, but concealed it, as eveiy othei which rmght 
dilpirit the garnfbn. 

The enemy’s fiie continuing the fame on the 17th as the day be*- 
fore, 'difmounted three guns and a mortan Ever fince the 
ninth of the month, tWo fhips had been feen off St. Thome; 
which had every day weighed anchor, endeavouiing to get 
to the northward, but were conftantly ftemmed ^by the cur- 
Tent fiom gaming ground; but this evenmg they pafifed the 
road, and joined the three other veffels off the black town. 
They were the Expedition, laden with artilleiyand ftores, Avhichhad 
left Pondicheriy on the 12th of December; and the Briftol of 30 
guns, manned with Europeans, which had lately ai nved there from 

Peifia, and was immediately laden with Ihot and Ihells for the 
camp. . 

On the morning of the i8th the enemy had completed three 
tnore embrafiires inLally’s battery, which joining the former on the 
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left, reached almoft to the furf, and being a little turned to the 
s. w. bore upon the north ravelin, whicli before night was much im- 
paired by them. NeVerthelels, the genei al fire from the north was 
diminifhed, for thele new embrafiiies in Tally’s were iupplied with 
three guns from other embrafurcs of the fame battery; and the 
four in the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal baftion, ceafed en- 
tiiely, and their embrafiires were filled up; but Tally’s and the 
burying-ground difabled two guns in the demi baftion, two m the 
north lavelin, a mortar in the royal, and tendered the thiee noithern 
embrafiires of the n. e.( baftion unfit for fei*vice. A party of tlie 
enemy had been employed through the day in raifing a breaffwork 
at a little difiance to the left behind their former pofi at the bai, and 
began to fire from it at dufk with two field-jiieces in barbet againft 
fome Sepoys pofied on the fpit of fand ; their mortars continued firing 
vehemently through the day and night, but, as from the beginning 
of the bombardment, fiill againfi the mfide of the fort. Every day 
one, two, or three of tlie garrifon, and fometimes more, had fuf- 
fered by the fire; but on this day five Europeans and three Sepoys 
.were killed, and five of each wounded. Notwithfianding a con- 
ftant fire of cannon and fmall arms, wherefoevei 'probable, through 
the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag aciofs the foot of the 
fahent angle of the glacis, inclining a little to the left towards 
the fiirf, and being fo near, the governor iflued infiru£lions to 
the officers of the different pofis, how to condu6l themfelves 
and difpofe then parties in. cafe they fhould affault the out- 
woiks. 

The next day, which was the 19 th, the enemy changed their two 
field-pieces to the feuth for'two eighteen-pounders, from which they 
fired fhot into the fort . in the forenoonftheir mufketry in ’the advanced 
01 fecond crochet had fired fmartly upon the north ravehn and the 
covered-way; their mortars continued incefifantly through the day, 
and fet fire to three buildings in difierent parts of the fort at once, 
but ceafed in the night : during which they only produced their third 
zig-zag obliquely from the ridge Of the glacis to the water-maik of the 
fea, which was not moie than i 5 yaids. The next -day, which was 

the 
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lie 20th, they ilred none of the four guns on Ijally s battery, which 
bore on the north-eaft baftion; but continued with the feven bearing 
on the demi baftion, anti the three on the north ravelin, although 
•more fpaiingly than ufual, but thofe in the burymg-ground bat^ 
teiy 'With more vivacity: a platform on the demi baftion, and a 
mortar on the north ravelin weie luined by fliells: five Europeans 
were killed pand feven, with thiee Sepoys, wounded. During the 
night, they threw few fbot or ftiells, and made but little advance in 
their approaches, but enlaiged their fecond crochet, and worked hard 
in eiefting a battery, which projedted from it along their laft or 
third zig- 2 :ag leading to the cfochet which terminated this zig- 
zag on the glacis. Two fmall fallies were made upon the tienches 
during the night, in both of. which only one European was 
killed. 

On the 2ift the enemy’s batteiies lemamed almoft filent, but the 
mulketry in their trenches fired biilkly on all they faw moving. At 
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a fally port in 
the eaft curtain, and an officer with 20 by the barrier in the north- 
eaft angle of the covered- way, who weie followed by 40 pioneers 
with their captain : the foldiers advanced to the fecond ^crochet, 
which was only 30 yards from the foot of the glacis ; out of which 
their firft fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after 
which 1 they maintained the crochet for 10 minutes befoie the guard 
■of the trenches arrived ; and during this time the pioneers worked 
hard in deftroying the gabions, and what other materials were col- 
le 6 ted for the conftru 6 lion of the intended battery . the fally was pre- 
ceded and followed by a file of moitars, cannon, and fmall arms from 
the fort, upon all whom the alarm brought v/ithin fight and reach ; 
and it was flippofed with much efFedf: two ferjeants were lolled, 
and five of the pioneers wounded ; in the fort one European and 
one Sepoy were killed, and a ten inch moitar difabled. In the night 
the enemy woiked hard in thickening the crochet out mf which 
they had been driven, completed their third zig-zag, which ex-' 
tended 100 yards beyond it, moftly on the glacis, but inclining to 
the left of the falient angle ; and not only began, but finifhed their 

third 
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thud crochet, which extended to the Tight from the head of this 
zig-zag acrofs the ridge of the glacis : they threw few mortars during 
the night, but moflly into the works, their, cannon flackened like* 
wife the enfuing day, which was the 2 2d, and efpecially'from Lally’s 
batteiy, 111 which moft of the embiafures were blinded; never- 
thelefs, the few employed were very effedtual, for the repeated re- 
pairs, which had been made in the demi and north-eaft baftions, ren- 
deied the fnbhituted merlons fo weak that they ciaimbled to every 
fhot : a twelve-pounder was difabled on the north ravelin by a ihell, 
thlee Europeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepo\s 
wounded. In the night the enemy pufhed on the fap of the fouith 
-zig-zag 20 yards beyond their third Ciochet, and having made a 
fhiall return or flioiilder to the left, continued it fiom hence quite 
up to the fahent angle of the coveied way, and fixed fome gabions 
on the crefl of the o-lacis on the iio-lithand of this anole the conteft 

00 O 

was now bi ought very near the walls, and was difputed without 
intermiffion the whole piogiefs of the fouith zig-zag was expofed 
to the fire of the ftockade of palmy 1 a trees which the garrifon had 
planted acrofs the eaft fide of the glacis to the furf; and from this 
ftockade the guard kept up a conftant dre of mulketry on the enemy’s 
workmen, as did another guard from the fahent angle of the glacis; 
and parties of grenadiers u^eie fent out every hour along the beach 
beyond the ftockade to fire upon the third crochet, and all the fap 
advanced beyond it ; cannon, mortars, and mulketry, weie likewife 
fired throughout the night fiom every part that bore upon their work; 
but could not flop it, for the enemy had increafed the number both of 
their woikmen and guards; they likewife finifhed their battery at the 
end of then third zig-zag, w'hich fhouldered on their fecond ci ochet*, 
and opened it the next morning, which was the 23d, with four 
guns ; but it was fo ill conftruded, that only one of the guns could 
be brought to bear upon the north lavelin, which it was in- 
tended to batter. The Lorrain battery remained clofed, but the 
hofpital, the burying-ground, and Lally’s, with the mortars as 
before, continued a flackenmg fire, the cannon only m the day, but 
the mortars through the night likewife. The ammunition of both 

began 
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began to wax fcant, and they were waiting foi more which had 
been embarked on the 14th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How- j^nua 
ever, their fire difabled a twenty-four-ponnder on the royal baftion, 
and completed the ruin of all the embrafiires on the right face of 
the raveling in which a fhot from Lally s penetrated quite through 
the merlon : in the night, the enemy attempted to pufh their gabions 
clofe to the coveied way of the N. e. falient "angle, from whence 
pioneers weie fent to ov'erfet theip, who rolled fome into the fea, 
and pulled others into the coveied- way ; this conteft was maintained 
at lepetitions foi three or four hours, and fupported by the hotteft fire 
of mufketry, and' of grape fliot from the north-eafi: baflion, and the 
fafcme battery on the beach : 70 difcharges were made out of one 
of the guns, five Europeans weie killed and ten woulided in the 
night and day, m'ofi: of whom fliffeied in thefe attacks one Sepoy 
was likewife killed, and fix wounded On the 24th, a twenty-four 
pounder was difabled on the north-eaft'baftion, of which the works 
had fcarcely leceived in the night a repair adequate to the detriment 
of the preceding day but fix of the embrafures in the north lavelm 
weie reflored; the othei thieefirill lemained unfit for fei vice. - ' 

At-feven in the evening, a party of the enemy, confiftmg of 50 
men, who had waited for the dark, advanced from the neareft- 
crochet to the Eockade, from which the guard, which confifted' only 
of 1 2 men, ran away to the blind befoie the N E. baftion ; they were 
immediately fent back with the addition of a/nore refolute feijeant 
and ten gienadiers; but were fcarcely returned, when this feijeant 
v/as fliot dead through the ftockade ; on which -the pai ty flopped, 
waiting for diredlions ; aiid the officer commanding at the blind re- 
called them ; after which it was thought imprudent to"make^another 
attempt to recover 'the Eockade, although capable of givino- much 
annoyance to the enemy’s work. 

At night, a naeffenger fiom 'Tiitchinopoly* brought'a ' letter 
from Captain Jofeph’ Smith, with mtelligehce .he ohad received 
ft om Angengo. The Pi efidency ten days- befoi e had received advices ' 
from, Mr. Pococke,' „that the fquadron had arrived mil 'the .rath oT 
December^at.Bombay,, where To found fix -of the company’s Ifhips 
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9. and' two -of tke line, with 600 men of Draper’s regiment on board; 
which were anived theie a few days before, having pafled the Cape 
•of Good Hope too late in the feafon to gain the coaft of Coromandel ; 
the letter from Captain Smith gave intelligence that the company’s 
fhipSjWith all the troops on board, had failed under the convoy of two 
fiigates from Bombay on the 31ft: and the fpies which came in 
from the enemy’s camp reported that this news was likewife knon^L 
there, and had determined Mr. Lally to make a general affault oiii 
the fort this very night ; on which the whole garrifon and all the 
inhabitants were flationed and remained under aims aktheii refpec- 
tiive polls until the morning. 

The file of the cannon, mufketry, and mortals, from the fort, al- 
though maintained conflantly throughout the night, did not prevent 
the enemy from advancing their lap along the glacis, on the eafl face 
of the covered-way, as far as the left of the flockade, and they made a 
return on the right to the creft of the glacis ; but had not time to 
extend the fap to the left, along the front of the flockade towards the 
furf, nor even to complete a proper lodgment in the return, the want> 
of which left then workmen expofed to the fire of the covered-way; 
but on the other fide of the falient angle they had laifed gabions, and 
made confiderable piogiefs in a retrenchment intended for a battery,' 

The night paffed without any alarms of the fu'ppofed^ affault; and^ 
,the enfuing day, which was the •25th, continued with the ufual 
fire of cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when,| fally^ 
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number of 
grenadiers, in all forty foldiers with arms, who covered twenty 
pioneers with tools. Jufl before the blind, on the eafl f^ce of the 
covered way, parallel to the fame face of the demi baftion, was a 
paffage cut in tfie glacis towards the fliif; through which the party 
paffed, and then proceeding along the fuif, round the right of the 
flockade, came in flank of the head of the enemy’s fap, from which 
their firfl fire drove all their guards and workmen, who retreated 
to their retrenchment at the falient angle waiting for fuccours ; 
during which the Englifh foldiers maintained their ground, and the- 
pioneeis overfet the gabions, fome into the fea, others into the 
5 covered- 
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covered-way, and deftroyed whatfoever implements ^they found: this 
attack lafted 20 minutes, by which time the enemy had gathered, 
and were advancing in much fupenor numbers, fiom the retrench- 
ment: upon which the party was recalled, and letreated, giving 
and receiving fire, A ferjeant v/ith -three grenadiers weie killed; fix 
others of the foldieis, with Captain Black, who commanded the 
fally, and Lieutenant Fitzpatiick, were wounded. The enemy’s 
aitillery hoie mofi; on the royal and demi Faftions; their mortars 
falling on the works wounded man}’ more thanufual. The total lols, 
including that in the fallies, was eight Europeans and three Sepo}s 
killed, and 17 European's with 13 Sepoys wounded. 

The enemy’s fap being advanced to the eafi: flank of the covered- 
^vay threatened immediate danger hy furpnze on the eaft face of the 
foit, to which the fea-gate gave the faircfi: opening; for the em- 
brafures in the north flank of the batteiy befoie it had been ruined 
by the enemy’s fliot which had ruiiffed or flown over the N. e. bafiiioii 
and fafcine battery; and the gateway itfelf was a l]>acious arch ihut 
occafionally with folding doors; lb that, fhould the enemy ever make 
a general afiault on the ruined woiks to the north, a party fent at 
the fame time along the fuif, or even in boats, might foice their 
way through the gate with petards; and this party might pafs with- 
out much interi uption ; for the fafcine battery which barricaded the 
beach was neaily demohflied. The whole of the woiking party 
of the night was therefore allotted to remedy thefe defedls, and be- 
fore morning they repaired the fafeme battery, reftoied the embrafures 
of the battery befoie the fea-gate, bricked up the aich of the gate- 
way, and opened a fmall gate on tlie left hand, which had been 
clofed. In the fucceeding nights the woikmen .began and continued 
the intended ditch with palifadoes lound the fea-gate battery, which 
had hitheito been defeired for fei vices of more immediate necefiity. 
The enemy emplo}ed the night with equal diligence, and puflied 
tlie fap of their retrenchmentTiom the falient angle 70 yards alono- 
the north face of the covered-way, and widened the work in am 
excavation fufficient to contain cannon and a large detachment 
of troops 1 this woik, with iwhat was done the night before on 
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the othei fide, entirely embraced the falient angle of the coveied- 
way. 

The following day, which was the 26th, the enemy fired moft 
of their fhot into the town ; and mofi; of their fliells, as in the pre~ 
ceding night, into the woiks of the north fiont, by which a twent) - 
four pounder v/as difmounted on the n.e. bafiion, and the cafualties 
from the evening to the evening weie five Sepoys and one Euiopean 
killed, and 1 1 wounded, of whom weie the Lieutenants Lang, and 
Little, who lofi; liis left arm. In the fiicceeding night the enemy 
widened and raifed their woik on the crelt of the glacis, notwith- 
danding the confiant fire of the defences; and no guaids could anv 
longer be kept at the falient angle they had invefied, but cenliies 
weie advanced eveiy quaiter of an houi fiom the blind before the 
N. E. baftion, to obferve whether tliey weie beginning any new 
works, but difcoveied none. In the 24 hours to the evening of the 
27th, no damage was done to any of the artilleiy, but five Euiopcans 
were killed and five wounded, and one with five Sepoys. The 
enemy’s workmen remained veiy filent in their trenches tlnougli 
the night. 

Thiee hundred Sepoys were intended to fally before day-break on 
the 28th, in order to fuiprize the enemy’s battery of two guns to the 
fouth of the bar : but marching too late were difcerned, and re- 
ceived the fire of the battery before they had crolfed the bar, on which 
they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the 
enemy began to fire again from the battery near their fecond 
crochet, which had remained filent ever fince they opened it inef- 
fedtually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured 
to redhfy the erroneous coiiftrudlion of the embiafuies, which were 
intended againfi: the right face of the north ravelin . they had like- 
wife brought up two ten-inch mortars to this battery, with which, 
and three guns, they commenced their fiie; but one of the guns 
failed at mne o’clock, and another at ten; m the afternoon another, 
which they were trymg in the 4th embrafure, was difabled by a fiioi 
from thefoit; after which, the cannonade from this batteiy ceafed 
entirely, but the mortars continued. At noon a party with many 
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yoke of oxen affembled at the bar, in older to diaw ofr'the tn^o 
Wins theie; but the firing of the foit foon made themTcmove the 
cattle out of reach. The' cahialties from the pieceding night to 
the evening of this day were one Euiopean and one Lalcai killed, 
•with ten Europeans and nine Sepoys Avounded. 

During the night the enemy diew off one of the guns at the bar; 
then Avorkmen carried on a mining fap from the left of the palmyra 
fiiockade acrofs the glacis, and on a level lower than the covered- 
way, intending to pafs undei tins likewife in ordei to open the- 
counterfearp of the ditch ; they executed tins ivork ivith fo much 
filence that the garrifon had no fufpicion of it until two the next after- 
noon, Avhen the fap was advanced as fai as the fcaip, or brick facing 
of the glacis, and being carried too high, the eaith of the covered 
way with the facing fell in, and difcoveied them; fome gienadiers 
Weie immediately lent to fire and thiow gianades into the hole, 
which obliged the miners to ftop, but they renewed then fap loAver» 
Their moitars continued during thefe 24 hours againft the Avoiks> 
A nine-pounder was difabled on the n. w. ravelin by the file from 
the hofpital; and the embiafures of Pigot’s baftion, and of Law-, 
1 dice’s, the next on the left, weie much damaged by lliells and 
firay fiiot; for both theie •u'-orks were out of the fiont attack, nor 
Avas there a fingle gun which boie diredlly upon them; for the enemy 
had for Ibme days ceafed the 4 they opened on the yth of the month 
in this diredlion, aaWicIi joined to the left llioulder of the Lorram 
battery^ The cafiialties from the evening to the evening Aveie two 
Europeans and three Sepoys killed, and two and one Avounded. In 
the eiifuing night the enemy thiew many lliells into the toiAm, and 
‘Continued hard at work both in their coA^ered fap, and in raifino- a 
battery on the crefi; of the glacis, but AVith fo much filence, that 
the gariifon could not difcover what they were doing: the Avoikino* 
party of the fort Aveie employed in reftoiing the right face of the 

north ravelin, and the fame fide of the caponiere leading to it aprols 
the ditch. 

In the interval fince the defei tion of the black troops at Conje- 
veiam, feveral letters and other notices had been received fiom Cap- 
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tain Prcfton and Mahomed Iffoof. Piiifumg their intention of en- 
hfting a body of better cavalry, they ai rived on the 12th at Talla- 
pet, a town of great refoit, 10 miles to the n. w. of Arcot, where 
their invitations foon colledled 5ooMoorifh horfc, and dooMoiattoes. 
The Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab Cawn, was at this time rehdino* 
with their mother at Chitore, and being urged by her leprefentations 
to home compuiidlion for the diftrefs of the Nabob’s affairs, he jirof- 
fered his affiffance , on which Mahomed Ifioof, with a fmall efcort, 
went to Chitoie, and in a few days letiirned, accompanied by Ab- 
dulwahab with 1000 hoife, and moie foot, being- the troops he had 
kept in pay fince he quitted Arcot in tlie pieccding year. Oveitures 
were hkewife made to a body of 3000 Moiattoes belonging to Bala- 
gerow, and commanded by an officer named Gojiauliow, who were 
lying at the pafs of Damalchei ry; but Gopaulrow infihed on re- 
ceiving money before any moved, on which Prefton fent him the 
bill of an opulent fhrof for 60,000 lupees, wffiich was to be paid as 
foon as the hoife arrived at Vclore; but as the meffages and march 
required eight days, the army in the interval fet out fiom Lallapet 
on the 22d, and halted on the 25th atTrivalore, within four miles 
of the fort of THpafTore, m which, as well as Pondamalee, the 
French had a gainfon of Sepoys ; but the pettah of Pondamalee - 
being much opener than of Tnpaffore, Mahomed Iffoof fent off a de- 
tachment to plunder it, which they effected after fome Ikirmifhing ' 
with the Sepoys from the fort, of whom feveral weie killed. Befides 
the booty they got m the pettah, the detachment returned with 3000 
Iheep and oxen, which had been colledled from the country, and were 
kept under the proteflion of the garnfon, in the common round the 
fort, to fupply the French army before Madrafs. The Nabob’s bro- 
ther Nazeabulla, who had accompanied Mr. Moi acin to Pondicherry, 
and afterwards the French army to the fiege, had lately returned to 
Nelore; and the example and exhortations of his brother Abdul- 
wahab, had reclaimed him fo far, as to promife to join him at Tnva- 
lore with his force; but he delayed, and the army having been rein- 
forced With ammunition and two more three-pounders from Ching- 
lapet, proceeded on the 27th to Trimliwaffi, a town lituated on the 
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fkirts of Malrawzes wood, 12 miles to the n. w. of Madrafs. The 
Polygai, with an agent who had been font to him hy the governor, 
came to the camp, and piomifed to bung 2000 Peons and a fnpply 
of nee* b\it, finding no money was intended to be given him, re- 
turned the next day into his wmod, and appeared no moie Maho- 
med Iflbof, as foon as the camp was pitched, rode with a paity of 
hoife as fai as Maflcch lie’s gaiden, which hands two miles N. \v. ot 
Foit St. George, where moft of the oxen belonging to tlie hrcnch 
army ivcre kejit under the caie of a giiaid of Sepoys and black 
horfe ; wdiom Mahomed I/lbof’s jiarty put to flight, and fcizcd moft 
of the cattle. The next dai the whole body of I'hench cavalry^, wlio 
were 300, and Rajahlaheb’s wdio w'cic 800, cncamjicd to the noith 
of tlie garden, and on the 29th one of then parties routed one of 
Abdulwahab’s, and took ten piifoncis. The attention to this aimy, 
fince their arrival in the ncighbouihood, diminiftied the adliMty of 
the enemy’s operations againft the foit, by the detachments they 
ivere obliged to lend and iccal on dilFeicnt rejioits and alarms. 
Their approach, juft as the enemy’s woiks were ad\anccd fo near 
the defences incrcafed the alacrity of tlic g.iriifon. 

On the 30th, at j 1 111 the forenoon, a fail wms dcfcricd to the 
fbutlwvaid; when iieaici, her colours were difccincdto be Enghfti, 
and her form that of one of the Company’s ftiips. All the French 
veflTcls, wdiich weic five, flung out Enghfti colours hkew’lfc; and 
the two flaps, the Harlem and Briftol, piepaicd to get under w’cigh.' 
A catamaran was immediately difpatchcd horn the fort, w'ainmg 
the ftranger to beware of them; in the evening Mr. Dairy mple 
was lent in a boat, w'lth faithcr inftru6lions to the captain. The 
catamamn got on boaid befoie the Ihip came to an anchoi, which 
was not until nine at night ; and foon after the Briftol came up, re- 
ceived and returned a bioadfide, and fell to leewaid. The flnp was 
the Shaitfbury Eaft: Indiaman, commanded by'^ cajitaiii Nathaniel 
Inghfs, and one of thofc w'hich were bringing Drajier’s legiment 
from Bombay: but, failing much w'oilc than the othcis, they 
made her the holjiital fliiji, and left her off the foiith of Ceylon 
on the yth of the month, after which, a luckier vein of wnnd and 
current brought her to her poit before them. The fick, who weie 
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36 men of the icgimcnt, only added to tin 'Lh' ■ ’ - e garnfon; 

hut file had on hoatd 37 chcRs of hlvci, uL ni' -) onlitaiy floies, 
amongft them, hand-gicnadcs, and bombs (u' '!-c laigcrt: (izes, of 
M'hich the gainfon wctc much in need, h.i ng nearly expended 
then flock of ihcfc arlicies. 'Fhc commumcalion of IcLtcts was 
cal'y and expeditious, aflci the Ihij) came to an anchoi ; and, h} the 
governoi’s ordci, flic thicw out at flai-bieak the enfigns of a man 
of wai, and rcccncd, ns if fuch, a lalute of 13 guns fiom the fort. 
At the fame time the ciicms on (horc licgan to flic ujion hci with 
one gun fi om then ncglcclcd liattcii at the fccond ciorhet, and two 
fiom the brca{l-\i oik to the louth, ncii the bar; all the thicc were 
t\\ enty-four poundeis; and I'omctimcs lent red-hot balls. At three 
in the afternoon, the Hi ifiol, \s Inch had fallen far to Icon aid, woikcd 
up again into the road whilll: diawing mgli, boats AMth foldiers 
went off to hci fiom the Mack ton n. 'fhe I lai 1 cm, n h'ch had likc- 
wifc been manned nom the fhoic, hoic donn attheknne time, and 
the Shaftfbury had got undci weigh to change hci Aatioii, but 
being intercepted In the Bi'flol, fuftaincd the engagement under fail 
foi two houis. and then anchoicd, where dircificd, as near as the 
foundings ivould admit, oppodte to the fouth-caft baflion. The 
othei fhips anchoi cd hkcw'ifc, but fai out in the ofiing, and ncvci- 
thelefs continued dung until night. The rigging of the Shaftfbury 
was much damaged by the di c of thcflujis, and die icccu cd fcvcraldiot 
through her hull from the Hiorc. but no one w'as wounded, except 
Lieutenant Browme of the regiment, who lofl his light arm. Before 
20, the maffoolasof the gaiiifon landed the dek and the ’treafurc ; 
and It being fulpedled that the cncm}’s diips might attempt to 
board the Shaftfbury wdth their boats, the goyernor fent optional 
ordeis to Captain Inghfs, either to efcape out of the road, maintain 
his flation, or run the diip afhoie. The conddence ivas well placed, 
■and Inghfs detei mined on the choice of danger. The next day, 
yvhichw'as the drd; of Fcbruaiy, die flood the fame fire from the 
fhore, fome from the Harlem, but none from the Briflol, for this 
fhip had failed away m the night to Pondicherry ; and on the fecoiid, 
none from the Harlem, which anchored far out in the offing ; but 
.the file upon her from the fhore flill continued. 
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The pieparations of the enemy on fliore agamft the Shaftfbury, 
flackened their fire againft the fort on the 30th, the day ihe was dif- 
cerned. The three embrafnies on the left of Tally’s battery, which 
bore upon the right face m the 1101 th ravelin, continued; the two 
next to^them, which were the left of the four that had hrtheito 
been employed againfl; the north-eaft baft'on, likcwife icmamed 
free ; but the interpofition of their own work on the creft of the 
glacis precluded the ufe of the two other embrafui es againlt this 
baflion^ as well as of the foui which had battered in bleach the 
falient angle of the demi baftion. but they did not think it worth- 
their while to remove the guns of thefe embrafures into thofe on ^ 
the light, m older to batter towards .the flioulder angle, that 
next the flank of this bahion, becaufe they intended, as ufual, to 
make the breach at the falient angle, in which their fire had already 
almoh ruined the paiapet. The fire of the burying-ground battery, 
with four guns, continued on the left face of the north ravelin, and* 
the flank of the demi baftion, and the four guns in tlie hofjiital-battery 
enfiladed the whole of the north fiont. The cutwaid gun in Tally’s 
battery which remained free againftthe north-eaft baftion, they turned 
againft the ftioulder merlon on the left of the fafcme battery, raifed 
by the garrifbn oh the edge of the fiirf, of which all the' four guns 
bore on this and the three next embrafures of Tally’s, to the left. Their 
mortars in this, the burying-ground, and the battery between them, 
like wife continued as before.. Such was their file at the clofeof this 
day ; and in thefe 24 hours one 1.8 pounder was difmounted by the 
hofpital-battery on Pigot’s baftion, i Euiopean, with 3 Sepoys, 
weie killed, and 9 Europeans, with 2 Sepoys, wounded.. 

The enemy’s moitars continued through the enfuing night, and 
moftly againft the defences. They worked hard under ground from 
the palmyra ftockade ; but, as before, without being difcovered; and 
the earth they thiew up on the creft of the glacis like wife concealed 
there intentions theie, although the garrifon gave frequent aleits, 
and threw grenades every half hour, hoping the occafion of a fuc— 
cefsful fally to explore thei^ work; but the enemy here took 
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no alaim. It fuppofcd they wcie cairying on a covcicd faj) 
towaids the blind bcfoic the north-cad liaftion, which thicatcncd 
the mod: dangerous mine -they could dpring; and to countci ad their 
intention by meeting their work, the garnfon opened a fa]) fiom the 
left of the ditch, and diicdod it aciofs and under the giound imme- 
diately in front of tlic blind, d'hc mining gidlcr) towaids then baiteiy 
on the cred: of the glacis was likewifc jjudicd on with much 
diligence. Theenfuing motning, the cncni) at fnn-rifc opened four 
embrafuies in this hattciv, whicli evtended to the right fiom the 
fiimmit of the falicnt angle • one of them pointed to the n. n. ballion, 
and all the four boro on tiic falicnt angle of the dcmi; but they had 
laifcd the ciniirafuic^ fo high, that none of then diot could fluke 
the jiarapct, but all dcu o\ci the foit; fo that after five or fix 
rounds they ccafed filing, and clofed the cmbrafurcs in order to alter 
die level. Beddes the guns which thc\ ojicncil and kc])t uj) againd: 
the Shaftfbury, then othei haKciics againd: tlie fort continued 
thiough the da} : the holpital and Inn } lug-giovuid, u ith all their 
guns, but Lally’sonl} with fi\c, three of v Inch wcrc^hofe againd the 
north ravelin, and the othci two, u Inch u cic tlic next to them, fired 
moftly againd: the fafciuc hattci), whcic the} difahlcd two twelve 
pounders-; a twent} -four poundei was hkcwilc chfmounted on the 
royal baflion* the cafualties to the tioops were 4 Euiopeans killed, 
and 9, with 3 Sepoys v, ounded. Dining the night, the garnfon, 
befides the lepaii of the works, continued then gallci} towards the 
faheiit angle, and the covered fa]) before the blind. The enemy 
continued their fap likewife flill undifcovered, and worked in alter- 
ing their breaching hatter} ; hut when they ojiened it again tlic 
next morning with five guns, the diot as before Hew over, and they 
were again obliged to clofe the embrafurcs; 

O ^ - 

This day u^as the firfl of Fcbiuaiy: the fire of tnc two guns 
from the bai to the s. and the other to the n. at -the fecond ciochet, 
continued a eroding fiie againfl the Shaftfbury with much aim, and 
fometimes with red-hot fhot, of wdiich feveral went through the 
hull. The Kailem likewife fired and helped to Tuin her rigging. 
The fort fired upon the Harlem and on the enemy’s fouthefn guns 
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and ’ ill the evening a twenty-fonr pounder, vi^hicli hoie on them 
fi om the San Thome oi foiith-eaft baftion, burft, ,whilft Mr. Tigot 
the o-oveinorwas there; he and two othei men were {lightly wound- 
ed, but four more died of their hurts. The left of the fire on 
both fides continued as the day before, excepting that the enemy’s 
mortals weie not fo fiequent. The Cuddalore, a fchooner belong- ' 
iiig to the Company, which had lam fome days at Paliacate wheie 
file had ftoppcd feveial boats coming from the northwaid to the 
enemy’s camp, came this day near, the road ; but feeing the Harlem 
leady to weigh, ftood out again to fea. A twenty-four pounder was 
difabled in the falutmg battery of the fort by its own fire on the 
Harlem. The cafualties, befides thofe who fuffeied on the San 
Thome baftion, were 2 Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys, 
wounded. In the night, as wellas the day, the pioneeis of the 
gairifon continued the two galleries, the one towaids the enemy’s 
batteiy on the fahent angle of the glacis, the other under the blind, 
and the reft of the workmen were chiefly employed in repairing the 
parapet towards the falient angle of the demi baftion. 

In the morning of the 2d, the enemy opened again their embra- 
fures on the cieft of the glacis, which they had been repairing ail 
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their 'fiiot 
ftill flew too high; and the guns being expofed as before without 
refiftance to the cannon and moitars of the defences, were clofed 
again in an houi after they had opened, and lemamed filent the reft 
of the day. The other batteries continued as before. The Harlem 
had weighed before day-break, and anchored out of gun-lhot of the 
Shaftfbury, which now only fuftained the fire of the three guns on 
fiiore; and theirs lefs frequent than in the preceding days. At 
eight in the morning, feveral parties of horfe were difcerned fi om 
the fteeple, advancing in the plain about five miles N. w. of the 
fort; and foon after appeared the whole army, with Preftoii and 
Mahomed Iflbof. The enemy’s cavalry at Viparee drew out, rein- 
forcements joined them from the black town, and at three in the 
'afternoon firing commenced, which lafted until fun-fet. 
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The governoi had lepcatedly iccommcnded to Picfton and Ma- 
homed Iflbof to march lonnd, and take poflefhon of St. Thome, 
and from thence to come by the fea-fhorc jnto the foit; oi to pc- 
netiate wheic\er clfc they flionld fee an opening; the intention of 
thisjundion was to conceit mcaluics foi a general attack on the 
enemy’s camp, ^hich could not be c^ plained by Icttcis in cipher 
and liable to interception. The cflbit, howcvci, was not to be 
made by a fally of the united foicc fiom the foit; but Predion’s 
aimy, after being furmdicd with mone} and foui days jiiovifions, 
which the gaiiifon could fpaie, wcic to maich out and encamp 
abioad again; and at the appointed hoiii fall on the black town, 
whilfl the gariifon at the fame time fallicd upon tlic cnem}’s works. 
This pioje< 5 t was fcaiccly feafible; for the enemy, knovMiig the 
jundlion in the foit, would be on fliift guard in all their pofts. 
Predion, although he difappioved the fcheme, was as folicitous as 
the goveinoi to cairy it into execution; liutthc Pol) gars had failed 
to fupply die providon of ncc they had piomifed, which obliged 
the army to fend for it as far as Chmglapet and Conjei cram, and 
detained them three days at Trimliwadi until the morning of the 
2d; when they marched, intending to pafs to San Thome between 
the black town and the Mount, notwithdianding the whole body of 
the enemy’s cavaliy were lying m the way at Viparee. IVIr. Lally, 
hearing of then appioach, took a detachment of 300 European in- 
fantry, 500 Sepoys, and fix deld-pieces, from the black town, and 
joined his two bodies of cavalry which were lying at Viparee. He 
was accompanied by Mr. Budfy, and modi of the principal officers, 
of the army. They marched onwaid in the plain towards Pref- 
ton’s force, who feeing them coming, halted on the other dde of a 
long morafs formed by paddy fields, which interfefled the whole ex- 
tent of the plain from weft to eadi: the cavalry u ith Prefton, to avoid 
the enemy’s cannonade, kept at adidiance in tlie rear; but the in- 
fantry drew up under the ftielter of banks v Inch continued along 
the edge of the morafs. Mr. Lally made feveial motions to intice 
them to crofs; but they were not deduced: on which he took poft 
at three o’clock in a fpot of ground covered by hedges and trees, 

and 
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and opened his cannon acrofs the moiafs, although at the dif- 
tance of looo yards,^ which were anfwered by only fix three- 
pounders. The Sepoys, and even the Eiiiopeans on both fides, fired 
fometimes likewife with their fmall arms • but the horfe were never 
near each other. From the advantage of fituation, notwithfianding 
the difparity of the cannon, the lofs in Prefton’s army did not 
much exceed the enemy’s, being 15 Sepoys, one European, and 
five horfe killed, and five Sepoys wounded; whereas the enemy 
left nine Europeans and thirteen horfes dead on the plain. At fun- 
fet they letieated to Viparee, wheie Mr. Tally likewife lemained 
with the detachment of infantiy; and Piefiion, for want of piovi- 
fions, returned to Tnmliwafli. 

in the night the enemy threw fewer fiiells than ufiial: from 
the morning of the 2d to the morning of the 3d, was the firft day 
fince the 4th of January, in which no one was killed in the 
fort; and no Sepoys received any hurt, but five Europeans were 
wounded. The pioneeis of the ganiibn continued the two mines: 
they who were at work under the blind difcoveied no figns of the 
lap they fulpedled; but the miners, who weie pufhing under the 
coveied-way towards the breaching battery, heard, at two in the 
morning, the found of men working near them in the enemy’s 
mine on the right under the eafi: face of the glacis, which it was 
fuppofed they had relinquiflied fince it failed on the 23d. At day- 
break they fprung this mine on the infide of the covered-way, 
till ough the counterfcarp of the ditch, at the extremity of the cu- 
vette; into which the bulk of the explofion was thrown. Frag- 
ments of the brick-work wounded five Europeans and a Sepoy; but 
the explofion itfelf blew up none : neverthelefs, to deftroy many 
men feemed the only intent; for if it w-as meant to facilitate the 
defcent into the ditch, their approaches were not fiifficiently for- 
ward to attempt this opeiation; fince the excavation was entirely 
commanded by the three inneimofl: guns in the flank of the royal 
baftion, of which all the ieven being covered on the flank by the 
oreillon, and by traverfes in the reai, had received no hurt from the 
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enemy’s cannon^ and none of their mortars had clianeed to light 
amongflthem; fo that all lemained in perfect condition, and the 
enemy, before they fpiitng the mine, Ihoiild have laifcd a battery 
in the fame diieflion, on the cicft of the glacis, to lake off thelc 
defences. Immediately after the explofion, the) began to fire from 
two embiafuies of their bleaching battery in tlic falient angle, 
which the fire of the fort, as before, fooii obliged tliein to clofc; 
then othci battciics hkewife llackcncd, and their mortars flill moie. 
Their woikmen wcic chiefly emplo)cd duiing the night, in low- 
ering the embrafures of their bleaching battery; the garrifon, 
befides the lepaiis of the demi baftion, againfl which tlic gicatcfl; 
part of the enemy’s fiie had been direftcd, woikcd at their two 
mining gallei les. The cafualties of the day and night, befides the 
men wounded by the enemy’s mine, weie only one Sepoy killed, 
aiid oile wounded. 

At day-light on the 4th, the enemy again opened their breaching 
battery On the ciefl: of the glacis, and foi the firfl time fired from all 
the fix embrafures, which, although fomething lowered, flill remained 
ton high to ftnke below the parapet of the bafliions; and the endea- 
vour neceflary to reduce them even to this level ictaided the repeti- 
tioiis of their fire. The two embrafures 111 the left of the battery bore 
on the noith-eafl:, the other four on the dcmi baflxon. The n. e. 
returned with thiee guns, but the demi baflion with none; for the 
Ombrafures were doled, in order to let the workmen thicken the 
parapet within ; and their file was much better fupphed by the four 
innermofl: gains in the flank of the royal baftion, u])on which not a 
^uh in the breaching battei y againft which they fired, nor from any 
Other, could bear; and the gunners, fcnfible of their fecurity, fired 
With deliberate aim, whilft the tlnee guns on the n. e. baftion conti- 
nued hotly on then oppofiles, and both together obliged the enemy 
in left than an hour to withdraw then guns, and clofe the em- 
brafiires ; nOi did they attempt to open them again dm ing the reft 
of the day. At feven the gallei y carrying on towards this battery 
Juaving been pulhed to the banquet of the covered-way fell in at the 
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eud there, and the light came in; but the minefs flopped the hole 
fo loon, that the enemy did not difcover the raifchance. The gal- 
lery was then filled five or fix feet back, and from -hence a retmn 
made to the right, from which it was again continued llraight for- 
v/ard under tile glacis. In the night, the enemy had withdrawn 
the two twenty-foui pounders from the bar, in order to i eplace others, 
which had been difabled in the north fiont of the attack; they 
however fubftituted a fix-pounder to check any fally from the fort. 
The-cefifation of this fire to the fouth relealed the Shaftfbury from the 
greatefi: molefiration fhe had endured, by which feveral of her men 
had been killed and wounded, her hull lliot through in many places, 
and all her malls and rigging ruined. In the morning, before 
day-light, fhe had moved from her flation under the guns of the 
s. E or San Thome baflion, and anchored about a mile in the 
offing, oppofite to the fea-gate. The Fiench fhips continued at their 
anchors out of gun-ffiot; fo that all the annoyance which Ihe re- 
ceived through the day was a fhot now and then from the fingle 
gun at the fecond crochet. Againll the fort, the four guns at the 
burying-ground continued with vivacity, but the two enfilading in 
the Lorrain, and the four crochet oil the hofpital-battery with lels 
fiequency: all the enemy’s fiifl-rate bombs were expended, and 
moll of the next fizes, fb that thqy only fired a few fbells of eight 
and ten inches fiom the fecond ciochet. In the evening, a Hoop 
fiom Pondicherry anchored at San Thome with a flipply of flcies. 
Dunng the night, the' enemy fired a great deal of mulketry upon 
the covered- way, and the gairifon, befides the repairs, continued 
the two mines. The cafiialties of the night and day were one 
European and thiee Sepoys killed, and foui with two wounded, and 
a tv/enty-four pounder was difabled on the demi baflion. 

Early in the morning of the 5th, the Harlem, the Diligent, 
and three finaller veflels, got under fail from theii flation before 
the black town, where they left only one, a fmall Hoop, and Hand- 
ing to the fouthward weie out of fight before the evening. The 
caufe of their hidden departure, was a report from Pondicherry, 
that feveral flups of force had been feen off Negapatam, At iun- 
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rife, the enemy again opened tlicir bi caching battciy, but befoic 
they had hied three lounds were obliged to dole it again by the fame 
file as the day befoie. At nine, a icd flag fceii on the Mount fig- 
nified that Prefton’s and Mahomed Iflbof’s army were ai rived theic 
from Tiimliv'afli; they had bcfoie rcprefented the neceflity of le- 
maining at a difliance until fupplied with ammmiition and flores 
from Chinglapct, provifions from the countiy, and money fiom 
Madrafs. Mi. Pigot oideied them at all events to attempt the 
effbit fo often lecommendcd of marching into the foit; but, left it 
diould fail, diljiatched in the evening ten of the tioop of Euio- 
pean hoifc, with Captain VafTciot, each cairjing a thoufand pa- 
godas, who ciolfed the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guaid at 
Chindadiapettah, and ai lived at the Mount at ten at night, of which 
they immediately gave notice to the gaiiifon by four lockets and a 
laige file. The fiic of the enem)’s batteries was flacker than ufiial 
ill the day, their fliells \ery fe\^, and little mufleetry in the night. 
Neicrthelefi the cafualties until the moimng of the 6th, were 
anothei twenty-four pounder dilabled on the demi bafliion, one Euro- 
pean and three Sepo}s killed, and foui Eniopeans wounded. 

The enemy’s bleaching battery remained filent duiing the 6th ; nor 
had they repaired the damages it had fiiflained ; but in Tally’s of 
which the fire had ceafed fince the 3 otli of the laft month, fix embra- 
fiiies appeared to have been reftoi ed to good condition for fervice, but 
fo many of the enemy’s guns had been ruined, that they 'vvere obliged 
to withdraw the four from the recochet battery at the holpital, to 
furnifh the embrafiiies at Tally’s which, however, they did not 
open until the next day; fo that their file this day was fiom fewer 
-guns than in any fince they began the fiege, confifling only of the 
four guns at the burying-ground, and two in the Terrain battery; 
hut they added two ten-inch mortars to the two already eftabhfhed 
at the lecond crochet. All their cavalry, European, as well as the 
black, were obferved fihng off to the Choultr}- Plain; and Sepo)s, 
'With guns and tumbrils, were feen marching that way from the 
black town. The night pafiTed widiout Ikirmifh, for the enemy 
were not heard at work on the crefl: of the glacis; but their mortars 
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continued. In the day and night two Europeans were killed, and 
two wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. 

Ill the morning of the yth the enemy began to file, as was ex- 
pected, fiom Lally’s batteiy, but only fiom four of the embiafiues, 
and with a moitar on the light, all bearing upon the dcmi and 
noith-eafi baftions, which togetlic'r retuined fix guns: the other 
battciies continued as the day before, and the mortals in the night; 
during which no alaims weic given cithei by tlie enemy or the gar- 
rifon: two guns were difabled on the noitli-eafi: baftion;, two Eu- 
ropeans were killed, and five, and two Sepoys, wounded. 

Notwitlifiandmg the mcfficac} of the bleaching battery, the reft 
of the enemy’s fire had by this time lent the lahent angle of the 
demi baftion from top to bottom; and Mr. Lally, who viewed eveiy 
thing with enthufiafm, ordered the principal engineeis and artiUeiy 
officeis to give then opinion on the feafibility of ftormmg this 
bleach, and declared his own of luccefs; but the officers confider- 
ed the qucftion with moie deliberation. They agreed that the de- 
feent into the covcied way fiom the breaching battery on one fide, 
and the gabions on the other, of the fahent angle of the glacis, was 
cal)', and that thedefeent into the ditch and paffiige aciofs it had 
been tendered ver) piadticablc by the mine they had Ijirung in the 
covered-way from the eaftern fide of the glacis, of which the ex- 
plofion had filled up a fufficient fpacc at the end of tlie cuvette or 
trench of water dug along the middle of the ditch ; but a rank of 
ftrong pahfadoes ranged along the other fide of the cuvette, and 
having hitherto received no damage mnft be torn down by hand, 
befoie the tioops could gam the foot of the breach; who, during 
the defeent into the ditch, would be expofed, without the cover of a 
fingle gabion on the flank, to the fire of tljjp north-eaft baftion and 
of mufketry from the blind before it ; to fix guns in the curving 
flank of the royal baftion, and abundance of finall arms from the 
caponiere which led acrofs the ditch to the north ravelin ; and the 
havoc of thefe two fires would continue without the leaft refiftance 
or interruption upon the tioops uffiilft affaulting the breach itfelf. 
From thefe ciicumftances the officers declared the breach, although 
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life, the enemy again opened their bleaching batteiy, but befoic 
they had filed three rounds were obliged to dole it again by the fame 
file as the day befoie. At nine, a icd flagfeen on the Mount fig- 
nified that Preftods and Mahomed Iflbof ’s army were ai rived thei e 
from Trimliwalh; they had befoie rcprefented the neceffity of re- 
maining at a diftance until fupplied with ammunition and fiores 
from Chmglapet, provifions from the countiy, and money fiom 
Madrafs. Mi. Pigot nrdeied them at all events to attempt the 
efFoit lb often lecommendcd of marching into the foit; but, left it 
diould fail, difpatched in the evening ten of the tioop of Euio- 
pean hoife, with Captain Vafteiot, each cair}ing a thoufand pa- 
godas, who crolfed the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at 
Chindadiapettah, and ai lived at the Mount at ten at night, of which 
they immediately gave notice to the gaiiifon by four lockets and a 
laige file. The file of the enemy’s batteries was flacker than ufiial 
in the day, their {hells veiy few, and little mufleetry in the night. 
Nevcithelefs the caftialties until the morning of the 6th, were 
another twenty-four poundei dilabled on the demi baftion, one Euro- 
pean and three Sepoys killed, and foui Euiopeans wounded. 

The enemy’s breaching battery remained filent dui mg the 6th ; nor 
^had they repaired the damages it had fuftained ; but in Tally’s of 
which the fire had ceafed fince the 3 otli of the laft month, fix embra- 
fliies appeared to have beenreftoied to good condition for fervice; but 
fo many of the enemy’s guns had been ruined, that they ^vere obliged 
to withdraw the four from the i ecochet battery at the hofpital, to 
furnilh the embrafiiies at Tally’s which, however, they did not 
open until the next day; fo that their file this day was fiom fewer 
-guns than in any fince they began the fiege, confiftmg only of the 
four guns at the burying-ground, and two in the Torrain battery; 
but they added two ten-inch mortars to the two already eftablilhed 
at the iecond crochet. All their cavaliy, European, as well as the 
black, were obferved fihng off to the Choultry Plain; and Sepoys, 
with guns and tumbrils, were leen marching that way from the 
black town. The night pafled witliout Ikirmifh, for the enemy 
were not heard at work on the creft of the glacis; but their mortars 
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continued. In the day and night two Europeans were killed, and 
two wounded, but none of the Sepoys weie hurt. 

In the morning of the 7th the enemy began to file, as was ex- 
pected, fiom Lally’s batteiy, but only fiom four of the embiafiues, 
and with a moitar on the right, all bearing upon the demi and 
-noith-eafi; baftions, which together returned fix guns, the other 
batteries continued as the day before, and the mortals in the night; 
during which no alarms were given eitliei by tlie enemy or the gar- 
nfon: two guns were difabled on the noith-eaft baftion;, two Eu- 
ropeans were killed, and five, and two Sepoys, wounded. 

Notwith {landing the mcfficacy of the breaching battery, the reft 
of the enemy’s fire had by this time rent the fahent angle of the 
demi baftion from top to bottom, and Mr. Lally, who viewed every 
thing with enthufiafm, ordered the principal engineeis and artillery 
ofRceis to give then opinion on the feafibihty of ftorming this 
bleach, and declared his own of fiiccefs; but the officers confider- 
ed the queftion with more dehbeiation. They agreed that the de- 
feent into the covered way fi om the breaching battery on one fide, 
and the -gabions on the other, of the fahent angle of the glacis, was 
eafy, and that the defeent into the ditch and paffage aciofs it had 
been rendered very piadlicable by the mine they had ijirung in the 
covered-way from the eaftern fide of the glacis, of which the ex- 
plofion had filled up a fufficient fpace at the end of the cuvette or 
trench of water dug along the middle of the ditch ; but a rank of 
ftrong pahfadoes ranged along the other fide of the cuvette, and 
having hitherto received no damage muft be torn down' by hand, 
before the troops could gam the foot of the breach; who, during 
the deicent into the ditch, would be expofed, without the cover of a 
fingle gabion on the flank, to the fire of tljp north-eaft baftion. and 
of mufketry from the blind before it ; to fix guns in the curving 
flank of the royal baftion, and abundance of fmall arms from the 
caponiere v/hich led acrofs the ditch to the north ravehn ; and the 
havoc of thefe two fires would continue without the leaft refiftance 
or interruption upon the tioops whilft affaulting the breach itfelf. 
From thefe ciicumftances the officers declared the breach, although 
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pjai'^icablc, innoctfijhlc ; but added, wivat tluy n'cic not ad.cd, 
lliiit fiom a companfon of the forces, the piolesutinn of v. oris to 
<]ucll the fue of the jdaec would only laciifice the lUe.of nnoy 
men wjtiiout tlic Icatl pi(d>ahihty of fuutJ-. 

'J be onh \ariatlon m the attack duntur the Btb, wrr. the addition 

•0 ^ 

of one "un on LnllvX, which now fued with fne "Flic force v itii 
w Inch tlic cncim intended to oppolt t!ie ainu at the hhvint li 'd 
colle 61 cd in a leparale campon tin (lh‘» lift) IMnm, and in then icnr 
at I’l^morc s\cie ii' frclil-pif'cc' sMih hvu lumhrd . In th ' aO.'r* 
noon the Biiflol anclioud off .St/Fhomf re turuny v ith fto'-cs fr.un 
I’oudichcin ; and, as it was atipit la ndc d tlirit flu nn^bt ! '.f 
hiought a fuj^ply of laigc (helU, tlu rosernor ptojinf,.! th i* the 
Shaftfluiiw Kinfoiccd with 40 foldut^ from the fhorc, flioubi attc. k 
her. Captain Inglifs concurred m tins intention with nlacritw, 
his mafU were fo much damaytd, that it teipaircd the reji-nr of two 
cla)shc‘fore lie could let a lail. Ko .‘tuifuanre, excepting ir.ort.u , 
jiaffcd between the heftegers and the fotj <Iuring the Before 

the moirumj:, the gaJlcrs in front of the blind before the north-call 
baHion bad been earned far enough towarti tlic fca to Iccure tin. 
work, from an} mines of the cnctm, and w as continued in a drrauion 
forward tow’ard'. the palmjra paliOdc, of which the cnems were 
m ponefiion, in order to crols an\ nthci they might be attempting 
againft the call face of the covered w av. 'J'wo cxplofions of paw der 
had been occafioncd in the cncm)’s works In the fall of Ihclls during 
the night In thefe 24 hours we-rc one European and one Sepov 
killed, and two Euroj)cans*and one Sc])ov wounded; but no gun 
was difmountcd. 

In the three lafl: davs, information had been received fiom Captain 
Prefton, that Major Ca^invul was apjuoaching w ith a reinforcement 
from the fouth; and thefe wcicthe firfl advices concerning him, 
W'hich had reached either Prehon or the garnfon fmcc his dcjiartuio 
toTanjorc; for every letter w'hich he had w ntten jiafling through the 
enemj’sconntrv, had been either intercepted b) them, or earned far 
away b) the mefiengers. A variety of iintow ard incidents had jiro- 
(trafted the execution of his commiflion. Me cmbaikcd at nine in 
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tke morning on the ifl: of December m a common maffoolabi, which 
had only fixroweis and the fteeriman ; he was accompanied by IN'Ir. 
Bofwell the furgeon, as his inteipreter, and one fervant. In a 
few hours after they were at fea, a hard gale of wind arofe, in 
which they could not lliow the fail, and fcarcely ufe the oars; 
heverthelefs the diift of 'the wind and current earned the boat by 
9 o’clock the fecond night as far as Devi Cotah, which is by the 
fea one hundred and thirty miles from Madiafs, when the rowers 
were fo much exhaufted; ^diat no. entreaties ' could prevent them 
from putting aflioie; and they grounded' on^the fliahd within iialf 
a mile of the foit of Devi.Cotah, in which was an officer and fomc’ 
French Sepoys; from whofe notice 'they were pieferved by the con-, 
tinuance of the dorm, and before day-break put to lea again ; but 
the boatmen would not venture over the larger and outer fnrf, and. 
continued driving in the hollow fea between the two, until noon, 

' when they landed at Tfanquebai , The rains had overflowed the 
rivers, which remamed impallable until the 1 2th. On the 1 4th 
Calliaud ariived at Aimapettah 15 miles from Tanjore, where 
he was again detained three days by the bad weather. On the 1 7th 
he reached the city. - . ' ^ . 

The king of Tanjore,- when moie clofely prefled by 'Captain 
Jofeph Smith to fuinilh the 'I'ooo Horfe requefted of him by the 
Piefldency in December, pleaded the ravages which his -country 
had lately fuffered from the French army, and demanded 200,000 
rupees before-hand; at length he more plainly faid, that he thought 
the Englifli did not care ' what ‘ befel the territory of their allies, 
provided they could defend their own : but as he could not allege 
this indifference to himfelf when attacked by the French, he cited- 
the unconcern with which they had fliffered the Fiench to take 
every fort belonging to the Nabob, and even his capital of Arcot, 
wuthout making any efforts to protedf them; although he knew that 
the Prefidency had not the meanS;, and with the Nabob’s were lofing 
their own revenues. 

Major Calhaud found the king in the fame temper, fo pre- 
^ pofTeffed of the decline of the Eiiglifli fortune, that he negledled the 
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ufual attentions to himfelf, as their reprefentative, and inftead of, a 
houfe, allotted his habitation in a chonltiy. In their conference, 
the king faid he had fufficiently expofed himfelf to the re- 
fentment of the French, if Madrafs fliould fall, by the affiftance 
he had already fent vinth Mahomed Iffoof, which weie 300 
hoife; but not paid by himfelf: neveithelefs he was willing to lend 
400 more, provided Calliaud' would difcharge their aneais: Cal- 
liaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Eftevan, the French 
hoftages whom the-king had detained; but tlie king fefufed, and 
let them depart ' on the 1 9th, ^as it were, in his fight. Never- 
thelefs, theForfe weie fo neceflary that Calliaud determined not to 
take offence whilft thei e 1 emained any probability of getting them, and 
applied for money to the houfe of Buccangee, which was by far the 
mofl confiderable bank in the Carnatic, and had hitherto tianfadled 
the greateftpai t of the Company’s exchange throughout the piovince : 
but their agents in Tanjore refufed to fupply any money for bills on 
Madrafs. The king knowing this promifed the horfe fhould be 
ready in four days, if the money Was paid. .Calliaud then applied 
to the Dutch government of Negapatam, who proffered a loan, but 
propofed to furnifh it in coins, and at lates, which would have 
produced a lofs of 23 per cent. Thefe difappointments' obliged 
him to feek the money at Tntchinopoly, wheie he arrived on 
the 24th, and obtained the promife of a fupply from another {hop 
of Buccangee’ s houfe eftablifhed there: he returned on the 27th to 
Tanjore, where intelligence had been received the day before, that 
the Nabob with his family, who had, left Madrafs on the 2.0th, 
were arrived at Negapatam, and that his wife, in this' fhort but 
tempeftuous palfage, had been brought to bed at fea. At the fame 
time Seid Muefoon the Nabob’s agent at Tanjore informed the king, 
that the Nabob intended to come into the city nr his way to Tntchi- 
, nopoly, and expefted to be met, as ufual, upon the road; but the 
embarkation, the feafon, and above all, the travail of the lady, had 
convinced the king, contrary to the real motives, that nothing but' 
the defpair of Madrafs could have induced the Einglifh government 
to expofe the prince of their alliance to flich rilks and diflreffes ; 

and 
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and either fiom the malignant pleafilre of infulting his fuperioi in 
diftiefs, or .fioin his diead of-tlie Fiench, if they Ihould prove 
luccefshil, or both, he refufed either to admit the Nabob into the 
cit}-, or to pay him a viht without the walls, nor heeded the re- 
piefentations of Calliaud endeavom mg to coiiedt his contumacy. 
The news like wife frightened thelhioff atTutchmopolyfomuch, that 
he reti-a 61 :ed his promilej and refufed to fupply money upon any terms. 
However, 50 of the hoife were aflembled at Gondoie on the bank of 
the Colei oon, 10 miles north of the city, and Calliaud, in order to 
encourage the left to follow, went thither like wife. The next 
days which was the 2 8tb, a detachment of ^500 Sepoys, which 
he had oideied fioin Tiitchinopoly to efcort the Nabob, pafted by 
in their way to Nega^jatam ; and on the ift of January he received 
fiom Mr. Non IS, the member of the council who had accompanied 
the Nabob from Madiafs, 10 of 20,000 pagodas which had been 
fent by, the Prelidency to defray the expeiices of the gairifon of Trit- 
chinopoly : hut although this ftip| 51 y obviated the pretexts of delay, 
the king fent out no moie horfe. On the 5lh, major Calliaud vi- 
ftted the Nabob at Aimapettah^ and accompanied him to Pondt^ a 
village 7 miles fiom Tanjoie, where the illnefs of the Nabob’s wife 
detained them the two fucceeding days, during which major Cal- 
liaud went again to the city, -when his exliortations, feconded by the 
appearance of the efcoit, prevailed; and the kingvihted the Nabob 
on the 8th with the ufual ceremonies in a choultry on the road. 
Majof Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s appearance m his own ter- 
ritory, and at his carneft requeft, judicioufly put himfelf at the head 
of the eftort, and maiched with him to Tritchmopoly'’; they arrived 
there, on the loth, but Calliaud returned the next day to Condore; 
wheie no moie hoife had hitherto joined the fiift paity; his letters 
and meflages, foi he refplved not to viftt the king again, avaihng as 
little as before, he returned to Tritchmopoly on the 17th, in 
hopes of levying a body of horfe in the adjacent country; and on his 
departure exprefled, intending it fhould be conveyed, the utmoft indig- 
nation at the king’s evafions. He however left agents at Condore to 
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improve any advantageous change which might happen in his di^o- 
fition, and the king, alarmed by the refentment of his departure, fent 
out ihe remainder of the horfe with fcribes to clear their accounts ; 
on which Calliaud returned on the 21ft to Condore, and, advancing 
them fifteen days pay, they crofifed the Coleroon the next day^ 
and on the 23d moved to Trimalvedy, a foit belonging to the. 
Aiieloie Polygar, on the bank of the river, about five miles above 
Condore. Heie he propofed that they Ihould proceed 10 miles far- 
ther that day ; but they halted, parlying for more pay, until the 
25th, when they marched 20 miles to Mongalpaddy, a village fiiill 
in the diftiidls of Arleloie; where they weie joined by thiee com- 
panies of Sepoys from Tritchinopoly. The whole arrived and halt- 
ed the next day at Volcondah, and on the 25th reached Thiagar r 
here the horfe refufed again to proceed until they received their ar- 
rears, which the king had jDromifed, and failed to fend. They were 
however fatisfied with another advance of 15 days, but requefted 
another day^s halt in expedlation of fome of their neceffaries which 
were not yet come up from Tanjore. On the they marched 
from Thiagai to Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards. The killi- 
dar Kiftnarow, who had before taken the field with Mahomed Illbof^ 
promifed to follow with all his force from Thiagar: but none ap- 
peared, On the ifl: of Februaiy, Calliaud, with his own troops,, 
reached Tnvanalore, and the next day Villaporam. The partizan 
Lambert, with 500 Sepoys, had advanced to this place to oppofe 
their piogrefs ; but, receiving certain intelligence of their force-, 
went off the fame day to Gingee. The want of provifions detained 
Calliaud’s party at Villaporum until the 4th ; and on the 7th, at 
noon, they arrived at Chinglapet, both foot and horfe fb much fa- 
tigued, for the march was feventy-five miles in three days, that 
tliey could proceed no farther; on which Calliaud left them theie 
to refrefh, and went away with his own attendants to the Mount, 
where he arrived at feven that night ; and as the elder officer took 
the command of all the forces there, Prefton’s, Mahomed Ifibof ’s, 
and Abdulwahab^s, 

The 
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The Mount is a ciaggy rock, of which the bafe is oblong frortl 
eaft to weft, and a mile round. It has two eminences, of which that 
to the- eaftward is much the higheft, being 1 50 feet, and has at 
the top a fmall level plot, m which ftands a chuich, the fubftitute of 
a much more ancient ft ruclure, dedicated, by the ancient Chnftians 
of Coiomandel and Malabai, to a St. Thomas, whom the prelent er- 
roneoufly ftippofe to be the apoftle. A flight of bi oad fteps leading 
to the church winds on the eaftern fide, juft where the hill itfelf 
begins to round to the noith. A village of countiy-houles, built by 
the Englilh, extends fiom the foot of the Mount about 600 yaids 
to the eaft, and confifts of two lows of houfes lituated in gardens 
feparated by a lane. The row which faces the Ibuth fronts a plealant " 
plain, and the walls of its enclofures as well on this fide as on the 
other, where they fkiit the lane^are on a ftiaight line. The enclofure 
which terminated the front row, to tlie eaft, was the gaiden-houle 
of Colonel Lawrence; it occupied 100 yards to the plain, and, as 
all the others of this row, the fame extent backward to the lane ; 
the gardens on the other fide of the lane weie not all enclofed 
with walls, but fome with banks and hedges ; all, however, capable 
of fome defence. The laft enclofure in this row, which from its 
owner was called Carvalho’s garden, piojedled 50 yards farther out 
to the eaft than Lawrence’s, the laft in the front row, of which 
in confequence it flanked the eaftern fide : and about 200 yards 
out on the plain to the fouth, direflly oppofite to Caiwalho’s, ftood 
the ruins of five or fix mud houfes, with feveral trees ftii rounding 
a fmall buck building, which had once contained a Iwamy, or 
idol. This ftation flanked the ground befoie the front row of en- 
clofures. The lane that feparated the two rows continued nearly in 
a ftrafght line from the eaft, and teiminated at the bottom of the 
fteps leading to the fummit of the Mount. On the light hand of 
the fteps was a craggy path from the plain on the fouth, and on the 
left hand an outlet leading round the north fide of the Mount : 
contiguous to the path on the right, and within piftol-fhot oT the 
fteps, was a houfe which looked upon the outlet to the noith; 
and the laft houfe on the other fide at this end of the lane com- 
manded 
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manned obliquely the opening of the path from the fouth: a Ijiacious 
gateway at the bottom of the fteps fronted the lane between. 

The black tioops, exclufi^x of thofe which Major Calliaud had left 
at Chmglapet, were 3200 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys; but the Eu- 
ropeans were only 10^, 12 of whom were artiilery-men, and 10 
with 'Vafferot, troopers'; the other 80 were mulketry, including 
officers ; the artillery were fix three-pounders. Of the Sepoys, thofe 
from the gairifon of Chmglapet, and 700 of Mahomed IffooFs might 
be relied on ; but little dependance could be placed on the reft, and 
lefs on the cavaliy. In this conviftion, Calliaud determined to 
rilk little 111 the plain, but to defend the whole village of the 
Mount, which afforded excellent ftations. The plain to the north, 
behind the fecond row of enclofures, required few precautions, be- 
caufe the ground, being laid out in rice fields, pi ecluded the approach 
of cannon, and the ufe of cavalry. But, if the enemy ftiould get 
poffeftion of Carvalho’s garden, they might foon penetiate into all 
the other inclofuies of the fecond row along the lane when the firft 
row, attacked from this m the rear, and in front by another divi- 
fioii of the enemy from the plain on the fouth, could not be long 
maintained. Calliaud therefore confidered Carvalho’s garden as the 
decifive poft, and ftationed in it 60 of the European mulketry with 
four of the field-pieces. The two other field-pieces, with the 20 
othei European firelocks, and 300 Sepoys, weie pofted at the fwamy- 
houfe ; the inlets of this poft were barricaded, and the walls of the 
mud houfes wei e lowei ed to parapets for the mullcetry, and where 
neceffaiy ftill lowei for the field-pieces, but time and means weie 
wanting to enclofe them either with a ditch or palifades. Seven- 
teen bundled Sepoys were diftnbuted in the gardens of the front 
row facing the fouth, but the gieateft part in Lawience’s to the 
eaft, and a communication was prepared between all thefe enclo- 
fures by openings in the walls of leparation. The remaining 500 
Sepoys were ftationed to defend the inlets to the upper end of the 
lane, at the -foot of the Mount ; Ibme in the two houfes there, others 
on the fteps, others at the gate, and others in different parts of the 
rock itfelf. The black cavalry had encamped along the north 
5 fide 
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fide of the Mount, and were ordered to'hold'themfelves in readinels 
to a6i; as occafion fhould lequire. 

With the dawn of the next day, which was the 9th, the enemy 
were difceined approaching in two laige bodies. The one confifi:- 
ing of 1200 Sepoys and 500 black horfe, advanced from* the Maime-i 
long, or San Thome iiver, towards the eafi: end of the village, but 
having no field -pieces, regulated their uppioach by that of the 
other body, which, having taken a ciicuit to the left, were per- 
ceived at two miles diftance on the plain to the fouth. This body 
confifted of 300, being the whole of the French Euiopean cavalry, 
and 600 European infantiy : the cavahy was in the centre 111 two 
ranks, the troopers on the right, the dragoons next, tlie huflars on 
the left. The infantry were equally divided on each fide of the 
cavalry, and both divifions had two field-pieces on e^ch of their 
flanks, eight in all, of which two' were twelve, two nine, and the 
othei four fix-pounders. The whole was commanded by a relation 
of Mr. Tally’s, of tlie fame name, and with the rank of fcolonel. 
The black hoi le with Calliaud formed on his fiimmons in front of the 
garden walls ; they were crowded, according to theii cuflrom, ten or 
twelve ranks in depth. Abdulwahab prefented himfelf with feemmg 
refolution at their head, and Calliaud, with the i o troopeis and Vaf* 
ferot, rode on their left. The French cavalry were advancing before 
then mfantry ; and it was the intention of Calliaud, that his own 
fiiould wait until they came in a line with the flank fire of the field- 
pieces at the fwamy-houle: but when they were within 1000 yards, 
where the ground began to take an alceiit towards the garden walls, 
although fcarcely perceptible m a lefs Ipace, the whole body of the 
black cavalry witja Calliaud fet ofl' Icampenng, fliouting, and flouiifii- 
ing their fabres. The French cavalry came on to meet them at around 
trot; but halting fiiddenly, the firfi: lank dlfchaiged their cai bines, 
by which four or five horfes, and as many men, were brought to the 
ground, on which the whole, excepting Calliaud and the 10 troopers, 
went off at once, fome efcapmg along the fide of the Mount to tlieiit 
right, but others turning, preffed into the path in their rear, which 
led into the head of the lane at the foot of the fieps, and pufhedacrofs 
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it by 'the othei outlet, to the plain on the noith of the Mount. The 
French cavalry followed them until they themfelves came within 
reach of the flank fire of the field-pieces at the fwamy-houfe, which 
falling amongfi; the tioopers and dragoons on the right, obliged them 
tO'check^and turn hack; but the huflars on the left, not feeling fo 
much of this annoyance, pufhed on, and purfued the fugitives through 
the opening into the upper end of the lane, where they immediately 
fell under the fire of the 500 Sepoys pofled in the different flations 
m that part of the Mount and in the two houfes, which drove them 
with as much precipitation as thofe they were purfuing, through 
the outlet to the north, fiom whence they galloped round the 
Mount, and lejomed the cavahy from whiclr they had fepaiated, 
in the plain to the fouth. Calhaud, With the troopers, letieated to 
the enclofure next Lawrence’s gaiden, and his horfe, which had le- 
ceived a ball in the bieafi:, fell under him at the gate. As foon as 
the huffais returned, the whole of theFiench line adyanced again in' 
the fame' order as before, and halted at the diftance of 600 .yards; 
the divifion of infantry on the right, oppofite to the fwamy-houfe ; 
the othei on the left, over againft the lafl: enclofures at the foot of 
the Mount. From thefe fituations the infantry of both divifions fent 
forward their field-pieces 200 yards nearer, which began a bulk and 
indifcrimmate cannonade againfl; the garden walls, and the pofl; at the 
fwamy-houfe, which was anfweied with effeft only by the two 
field-pieces at this pofl: ; for the fire of-the Sepoy's, even here as well 
as in the gardens, was thrown away, and neverthelefs could not he 
reflrained. Mean while the body of enemyls troops to the eafl halt- 
ed behind a ridge, which extended at the diflance of 400 yards, op- 
pofite to Carvalho’s garden, againfl which their Sepoys kept up a 
conflant and ufelefs fire of mlilketiy, which neverthelefs was often 
anfwered from the four field-pieces in the garden. 

Colonel Lally feeing no effedt from his field-pieces -againft the 
gaiden v/alls to the fouth, and the danger of' ftoimmg them, 
before the advanced pofl at the fwamy-houfe was carried, de- 
tached at nine o’clock 100 Europeans from the divifion of infan- 
try on the right, to attack it at the pufh of bayonet ; but the fire 

of 
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of the two field-pieces, and the muflcetry there, met thorn fo hotly, 
that they broke within 30 yaids of the poll:, and retieated with pie- 
cipitatioii to their divifion, which on this repulfe recuired again 
to then field-pieces. Calhaiid, neverthelefs, was convinced that 
the poll: would be foon attacked again, and could not be main- 
tained thoughout the day, and therefore diew off one of the field- 
pieces. At ten the enemy fent a fli ongei detachment to make ano- 
ther attack, who were beat ofl' as the firft; and half an hour after 
another attack was made by 200 of the divifion, who weie likewife 
repulfed; but thefe fuccefiTes had fo much elated the defendeis, that 
all the Sepo}S, with mofi; of the Euiopcans, accompanied by enfign 
Airey himfelf, rufiied out to purfiie the detachment; who, as if 
by defign, letreated fall;, and led them 300 yards into the plain, 
two troops of horfc, who had been patrolling in the lear of the in- 
fantry, chanced at this moment to be jufi: behind the remaining Eu- 
ropeans of the divifion to the right; and feeing the advantage, fet 
olF at full gallop and fell fword in hand upon the puifuers, before 
they had time to form in pioper older to lefifi; the fliock. All were 
m an inftant fcattered, and many were cut down befoie they reached 
the fwamy-houfe ; when, although fafe, they did not think themfelves 
fo, but leaving the field-piece, ran out on the other fide to gain the 
gate of Lawrence’s garden, which flood open before them; but before 
they got there, the ti oopei s galloping round the eafl fide of the poll, fell 
upon them again, up to the very gate, where their caieer was checked 
by a flrong fire of the Sepoys, whom Mohomed IfToof, feeing the 
difafler, had ranged along the walls. The furprize, for fe\eial fell, 
deprived the cavalry likewife of the 1 ccolledlion to return, and take 


fhelter behind the cover at the Evamy-houfe 5 but they galloped a- 
crofs the angle of Lawrence’s towards the angle of Caivalho’s gar- 
den, where Calhaud feeing them coming, met them with the fiie of 
the 4 field-pieces in this pofl . but the gunners having hitherto only 
ufed ball, forgot to change their charge for grape fhot, which great- 
ly dimimfhed the execution ; for the cavalry paffed within 30 yai ds 
of the angle, and continued galloping onward to the noith-eafl, un- 
til out of reach, when they turned in the rear of their Sepoys be- 
VoL. II, . 2 L hind 
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hind the ridge. Hov/ever lome of them fell j but all the lofs they 
had fuffered was much lefs than the havock they had made; for 
they had killed or cut down more than a hundied, but moidly 
Sepoys. 

The right divihon of the enemy’s mfantiy with their field-pieces im- 
mediately took poffeffion of the deferted poll: ; their left lilce wife advanc- 
ed fomethiiig nearer the inclofures on theii* fide, and both began a hot 
cannonade againft the* garden walls, which being flight, but of buck, 
were eafily perfoiated. The Sepoys within took fheltei behind the 
houfes, -ready to man the walls on a clofer attack; but ever and anon, 
one or other of thofe, obliged to move to and fro, was killed; and 
thefe cafualties, although few, difpinted many, who took every oppor- 
tunity to quit then ftations, and deal mto the back inclofures, from 
whence they efcaped round tlic Mount, and haftened far from the 
field. Of the black cavalry not more than a hundred had returned 
fince the rout in the morning, and kept both the rows of enclofures 
between themfelves and the enemy’s fliot. At noon a party was 
difceined advancing fiom the San Thome river, with a piece of 
cannon drawn by many oxen. It was a heavy iron eighteen-poun- 
der. The field-pieces at Carvalho’s fired upon them at random fhot,. 
which frightened the cattle, and obliged the drivers feveral times to 
un}'oke the reflive, and at lad to throw them all off, when the Laf- 
cars alone" dragged the gun : but when arrived at' the ridge, where 
the Sepoys had taken poft, it could not be made ufe of behind it; 
and whilft they were drawing it further forwaid into the plain, fe- 
veral fhot which took place amongfl them interrupted their attempt. 
At length it was brought to a proper dation, and -at 2 o’clock began 
to fire at point blank; it was oppofed as before by the 4 three- 
pounders, which could not with the fame cei tainty reach fo fai, and 
feveral of the men ferving them were killed by the fhot, and wounded 
by fragments of the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fbuth, be- 
fides their cannonade, which continued hottei than in the forenoon, 
advanSed at different intervals feveral parties, as well fiom the divi- 
fion on the left, as the fwamy-houfe, with the appearance of af- 
fault, but only to draw the unneceffary fire of the Sepoys which 
^ always 
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always fucceedecl; and it became foitunate that fo many had quitted, 
for even the bed: who lemained could not be reftiained fiom bring 
on every motion, although in vam. But by 5 o’clock in the afternoon, 
the peifeverence of the enemy’s cannonade obliged them hkewife 
to diminifli it, foi feai of ruining then own guns, and at funfet it 
ceafed totally, and they weie feen yoking, and foon after diew of' 
all their artillery, moving to the eaftward. the eightecn-pounder 
ceafed and drew off at the fame time. The fight was more joyful 
than they fufpefled to the troops in the village, for Ca.lliaud had jaff 
before received information, that the muflcet ammunition was ex- 
pended to fix carti idges a man, and only three balls, befides the grape- 
fhot, left for eachof the field-pieces ; fo that no retreat could have been 
made, if preffed by the enemy 111 the open plain. Spies followed them 
until they had cioffed the iivcr of San Thome, and began to take uj) 
their quarters in the village of Maimelong; and immediately on the 
return of the fpies at eight at night, Calliaud maiched away with all 
that remained -of his force, in filence, for fear of the enemy’s cavaliy, 
and left fires to deceive them. Before the morning, they ai rived at 
Vendaloor. The fugitive cavaliy of the moining had lun away with 
fb much huiiy, that they reached Ciimglapet befoie noon. To rejoin 
them, as W’^ell as to get a fupply of ammunition, Calliaud continued 
his maichlhe next day, and ai rived theie m the evening, where all 
the Sepoys, who had not entirely deferted, weie hkewife alTembled. 
Of tlie Em opeans, feven weie killed, and 13 wounded. It was not 
fo eafy to afceitain the lofs fufiaincd by the Sepoys ; but bj the reports 
of thofe w'-ho held out through the adtion, it w'^as computed that fifty 
were killed on the fpot, and about 150 were brought away wounded. 
The lofs of the enemy was not known, but fuppofed to be 50 Eu- 
1 opeans, and mofi: in piopoition of the cavalry. The filing of the 
adlionwas heard 111 thefoit, and feveial parties at difterent times of 
the day wei e feen going towards the Mount, and not a few palankins 
and doohes returning from it with the wounded. 

Notwithftanding the draughts which had been made for this at- 
tack, the enemy’s fire on the fort continued with more vivacity than 
might have been expcfled, although not fo frequent as the day be- 
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. foie, but both their Ihot and fhells weie diiecled againft the bmld- 
logs. The Shaftefbiiiy v'-as not ready to weigh and bear down upon 
the Bnftol, at anchor in the road of St. Thome, before the night 
clofed, and m this interval the Biiftol employed all the , boats which 
could be affcmbled in unloading her ftores, and foi more dilpatch 
put a pait of them on boaid of the Doop which was in the road 
^\hen {he ai lived, and into the othei from the black town, which had 
palled and anchoied near hei ; neveithelefs fhe had not dilcharged 
half her cai go before night, and foi fear of the Shaftefbury fet fail, 
and was out of reach before morning. It being fuppofed that the 
fei vice at the Mount had drained the enemy’s pofts to the fouthward 
of the foi t, two companies of Sepoya were detached in the afternoon, 
who proceeded as far as the governor’s garden, from whence they 
brought off fome ammunition, and in their return fet fire to the ga- 
bions of the battery near the bar, meeting no oppofition. The ene • 
my’s, moitars continued fparingly thiough the night, but as in the 
day againft the ,houfes. Not a man or a gun was hurt in the fort 
during thefe 24 hours; but the numbers of the garnfon were by this 
time fo much impaired by cafualties and licknefs, that the gi enadier 
company, which had hitheito been kept in referve, were obliged to 
furnifh a pio^iortion to the guards of the different pofts. 

The next day, which was the loth, the enemy fired with four 
guns and one mortar from Tally’s, three guns from the bui}ing- 
ground, two fiom the Lorrain battery, and with two mortars at 
the fecond crochet the guns at Tally’s fired fmartly, but moft of 
the {hot from hence, as well as’ the fhells from all the three mor- 
tars, were, as the day before, diiedled againft the buildings, which 
were much rent and fhattered. The mortars continued through the 
night, during which the garnfon began another embrafiire in the 
fafcine battery on the beach, within the flow of the fiirf ; it was in- 
tended to fweep the ftrand, along which the enemy might approach 
under cover of the bank of fand which forms the beach and flops the 
fea that has thrown it up. The gallery or'mine at the falient angle 
was this day completed . it had been pufhed 90 feet from the coun- 
lerfcarp of the ditch, which brought it under the enemy’s breach- 
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ing battel y, when a fhort return was made on each hand from the 
end, and in a chambei at the end of each letuin was laid a box, 
containing 200 pounds of powdei, to which the fauciflbns were 
fixed. The gallei} before the blind was fufficicntly advanced to- 
waids the fca-fide to ciofs aiiy appioach under giound to the blind, 
and anothei bianch was opened fiom this gallei y ten feet on the 
outfide of the eaft face of the coveied-way, paiallel to which it was 
intended to prolong the blanch to the north, in order to difcover 
and meet the enemy if woikmg under giound 111 this part. In the 
moimng the Cuddalore flooji belonging to the Company returned 
into the road, which flie had left ten days before, having employed this 
time in leg-amino; the diftance fhehad failed m one: orders wereim- 
mediately lent off to her by a catamai an ; in confequence of which 
fhe boie down into the load of St. Thome, and attacked the two 
fmall velTels lying there, which had not yet landed all the floies 
they had received from the Briftol, The veflels, after receiving a 
few fhot, weighed and ran clofe to the furf, wjthin 100 yards of the 
fhore; the Cuddalore followed them as near as fhe could, when a 
party of mufketry, with two field-pieces, came to the flrand, and 
began to fire on her; by which the ciew, v\ho weie all Lafears, 
weie fo much frightened, that they could haidly be pi evaded on to 
Hand the deck . the mafter, therefore, bore away, and in the even- 
ing anchored again before the fort. The fire of the day and night 
wounded two Europeans and one Sepo}^, and difabled a 24 pounder 
on the demi baftion. 

On the nth the enemy’s fire continued from the fame cannon 
and mortals as the day before, but more brifkh^ The Cuddalore 
floop bore down again 111 the moining upon the two veffels in the. 
road of St. Thome, and was again beat off by the fame fire from the 
fhore. The outward embrafure of the ’fafcine battery in the furf 
was completed, and palifadoes flaked in fiont of it: a range of 
trees were laid before the pahfadoes, and others along the fhoulder 
of the battery in the furf itfelff The cafualties in the day and n]ght> 
were two Europeans and one Sepoy killed, and four Europeans and' 

one 
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one Sepoy wounded; a twenty-four pounder v/as difabled on the 
royal baflion. 

The fame fire continued on the 1 2 th, but with more effedl, difabling 
fix guns. Before this time all the original parapet of the n. e. baftion 
had been battered away ; and fo much of the body of the bafiion itfelf 
crumbled, that the outfide of the gabions and fand-bags, which had 
heen fubftituted on the rampart, did not extend beyond the ground 
which had been the line of the infide of the original parapet; and in 
the afternoon of this day a fiiot from, a twenty-four-pounder on 
Lally’s batteiy came quite through the gabions, and wounded a fen- 
tinel in the baftion; four other Euiopeans and one Sepoy weie 
wounded, and two Europeans were killed, during thefe 24 'hours. 

At three in the morning of the 1 3th, a party from the enemy’s 
trenches, confifting of 50 Coffrees, advanced along the fea-fide fiom 
the ftockade, of which they wei e m poffeftion, intending to ftorm and 
iiailup the guns in the fafcine battery. They were led by a ferjeant 
,chofen for his biavery, with the promife of a commifiion if the at- 
tempt fucceeded. The pai ty was difcovered when within 30 yards 
of the woik, on which they halted, piobably to form foi the pufh, 
and in this ftiort interval received two rounds of grape-ftiot from the 
embrafure next the breach, the execution of which threw them into 
fuch confufion, that they all 1 an back to the trenches, leaving fevcn 
dead, and the feijeant defpeiately wounded. Upon this alarm, the 
drums beat to arms, and all the gariifon and inhabitants lepaired to 
then feveral pofts and a fmart fire was kept up from the defences, 
and 1 etui lied by the enemy from the trenches, for fome time after 
the paity was lepulfed. The ferjeant crawled into the covered-way, 
where he v/as taken up, told what he knew of the enemy’s inten- 
tions, and died before day-break This day the enemy ceafed firing 
from the thiee guns in the Lorrain battery, by which the number 
of their cannon v/as reduced to feven pieces ; but the five in Lally’s 
fired very biilkly their three mortars continued as before through" 
the da) , but very fparingly during the night, which gave fulpicion 
that they weie biify at woik in their trenches, and before day-light 

at 
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at thiee o’clock in the morning, it -was difcovered that they had ad- 
vanced fome gabions on the edge of the furf beyond the Palmyra 
ftockade, which indicated that they either intended to bring cannon 
ao-ainft Hie fafcine batteiy, or to advance by tiaverfes under cover 
of the beach which was Heep, and -then attack the covered-way and 
the facine battery together, a fliong fire was kept up from the faf- 
cine battery upon the fiiockade, and the gabions they had advanced 
until the morning. In thefe 24 houis no guns were difmounted in 
Hie fort, but three Europeans weie killed, and four, with one Sepoy, 
wounded. The mine under the enemy’s batteiy at the falient angle 
of the covered-way was completely ftopt up before noon ; and three 
pioneers, coveied at night by ten gienadiers, were continued at the' 
countericarp m readinefs to make the explofion. 

It being difcovered at day-break of the ’14th, that the enemy had 
renewed then* gabions beyond the ftockade, a fally was made upon 
them at fiin-nfe. A fubaltein and 1 5 men went along the covered- 
way till they came upon the flank of the ftockade, 40 men with 
two captains advanced diredlly in fi out of it along the glacis, fol- 
lowed by 20 pioneers and an engineer without arms. The two 
paities attacked, at the fame inftant, and their fiift fiie drove the 
enemy from the ftockade, and continued firing' forwards from it on 
all that appeared ; at the fame time the noith' ravelin, the royal, the 
demi, and n. e. baftion plyed the trenches with grape fhot, and all 
together deterred the enemy from venturing out of them, which 
gave the pioneeis leifure t6 overturn the gabions into the fea, and 
tb fpiead and level the earth' they contained. After which, the 
, whole detachment returned unmolefled into the covered- way, 
having only two men flightly wounded. The enemy’s file con- 
tinued as the da}/ before, but they threw veiy few fhells in the night, 
during which they woiked hard 111 replacing the gabions which had 
been overfet in the moi ning, and endeavoured to complete the tra~ 
verfe from them towaids the fuif ; but the file of a twelve-poundei 
from the fafcine battery, and the fhells from the demi baflion, con- 
tinually interrupted their work. In the evening the Diligent, and 
a floop with flores from Pondicherr}', anchored in the road of St. 
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. Thome; and on their appearance 1 5 failois which had been taken 
out of the Shaftfbury to ferve in the gariilon, with 30 more Eu- 
ropeans, were fent on boaid with oiders to Captain Inglifs to bear 
down, and attack thefe yeffels. The decks of the Shaftfbury being 
lumbered with goods, llie did not get undei fail until 1 1 o’clock at 
night, and was too foon difcovered by the two veffels, which im- 
mediately got under way, and befoie day-break were too far to 
the fouthwaid to be purfued. In thefe 24 houis two Europeans 
weie killed, and five wounded; but none of the Sepoys were hurt. 
A twenty-foui-poundei, on the demi baftion, was fjilit in the muz- 
zle by one of the enemy’s fliot. For feveral days a number of la-, 
bourers, guarded by a party of foldiers, with an officei, had been dif-^ 
ceined fiom the Ifeeple demolifhing the governor’s garden-houfe, 
and in the afternoon of this day they fet fire to the village of ,Chi- 
pauk, which flood at the back of the gaiden, between the bar of the 
liver and the village of Triplicane. , ^ 

The next day, which was the 15th, the enemy’s fire was veiy- 
bnfk in the morning, from fix guns m Lally’s, four at the burying- 
ground, and two in the Lorraiii battery ; but it decreafed in the af- 
ternoon, and at five o’clock they only fired from three in Lally’s, 
and two at the burjing-ground, and fiom neither of the two in the 
Lon am batter-v ; the file of their mortars likewifeflackened. Seve- 
ral camels and many Coolies were feen pafling from St. Thome acrofs 
Egmore plain to the black town, loaded, it was fuppofed, with am- 
munition ; but a much greater number of Coolies, with all kinds of 
burthens, paffed from thence to the fouthward, which confirmed the 
intelligence of a fpy, that the enemy were fending away their fuper- 
fluous flores and theiemains of their booty to Pondicherry, and gave 
credit to the information of the deceafed ferjeant, that they had de- 
termined to raife the fiege. They fired very few fhells, and conti- 
nued very quiet m their trenches during the night ; but the garnfon 
fufpeftmg that they might be cariymg on their gabions by the fea- 
fide, kept up a fmart fire from the fafcme battery upon the head of 
their fap until two o’clock in the morning, when the moon gave flif- 
Ecient light to difcover that they were doing nothing there; .on 
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.which the firing. ceafed. ' At the fame^ time, the enemy’s guard in 
-then battery on the.crefi; of the glacis, which for/ome days had 
only been ufed as a lodgment for mufketry, peiceived and filed upon 
,a paity of Sepoys who w,eie levelling ithe rubbifli at^the foot of the 
demi baftion, which had been beat 'dowji by the cannonade of the 
,day. One of the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft i an away, 
and no other of thefe troops could be prevailed upon to continue the 
work, which was however completed by a paity of Europeans. A 
fix-pounder in the fafcine battery was difabled by one of tne enemy’s 
ihot. The cafualties im the 24 ' hours, were one Coffiee and. one 
Sepoy^ killed, and one ,of each, with two Europeans, wounded j and 
.Lieutenant Hopkins loft his right- arm .by a cannon fliot. Two 
letters were received this day from Major Calliaud, dated the iith 
and 13th, advifing his intention to make a foiced march from Ching- 
lapet, with the, troops under his command, in hopes of furpnfing 
the foit ofjSadrafs, of which the French continued in poffeffion; 
and requefting that money and ammunition might be fent to him 
there, in confequence of which the Cuddaloie floop was immediately 
dilpatched with 300 three-pound ftiot, and 20,000 pagodas, m money. 
This-^ fum completed 70,000,. which had been lent out, of the fort, 
fince invefted, for, the fupply of the army, abioad. Much. more ie? 
mained m-,the. Company’s tieafury, which ,was indebted for this 
affluence- to the remittances- from tli'eii acquifitions 111 Bengal; but, 
had this fouice failed, the wcalth of- individuals coUeiSledwithm the 
-fort would have been much moie than iiifficient to have anfiveied 
“all the expences incurred foi its tdefcnoe, Very different weie the 
iaculties,and finances of the enemy.. h The ctreafuiy of, the govein- 
.ment-at Pondicheny was exhaufted,.and individuals fiom their.dif- 
truft and deteftation of Mr. Lally would lend none to forwaid the 
.public caufe, although their* 'own; and. fiom,. violence and mif- 
manangement,]the countries which- had been reduced,' and were the 
whole exte'nf between Levi Cotah, Aicot, and Madrafs, had furnifhed 
.neither .revenues dr other means adequate to the, wants and con- 
fumption. of, the. enemy’s army employed in the. fiege,- where the 
pay of the.common foldierswas atithis time^fix weeks in an ear, and 
j' VoL. II. 2 M r their 
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their other neceffities equally ill lupplled; whioc^nevei thelefs, not- 
withftanding the difcontented difcourfes of their -officers, ftiil more 
diffionourable becaufe they had all got plur^der, pei'fevered m their t 
duty with unremitting fpirit and alacrity, and Mr. Lally feems to 
have lelpedted their merit. '^But the' -Sepoys:^ had neither "the fame 
pi inciples, nor received the fame ehcouragemehh-for he had always 
treated them, as all the natives in general, with the utmoft contempt 
and feverity, which they noW' revenged, juft as their {lender fei vice's 
became moft impoitaiit, by threatening to leave the aimy, if they 
were’ not immediately -paid; - and fjireacling their example by their 
'corefpondence,/^oo, Who-had'been pofted \vith<a few Europeans in 
theibit of TnpafTore, foiced-Che- gates, and marching out- with their 
aims "plundered the countiy, in Order, as they.faid, to colledt their 
arrears. The news was brought to the black ftown a'few hours after 
|he event, on the i5th^ and "ci Cated much anxiety, becaufe^ all- the 
.provifions which the -ai my^ received, came by TnpafTore, "an'd "might 
be-feafily dwertedl by:thefe -malcontents;: Few nefrailied ■' from- de- 
claring- that the fiege ought to be Immediately taifed ; But 'Mr. Lally, 
to maintain the lead' of his 'own opinion, gave cout that he nmuld 
never quit the 'ehterprize, until he- had tried tlie fuccefs of a gerieial 
afTaultj-and talked as if the hour ^ was not far diftant. » ' 

The next' morning, which rW^as the 1 6th, ''the enemy’s cannon, 
although not iiicreafed in number, fired with -more vivacity than for 
many days before. At 3 in the afternoon intelligence was ^brought 
by a catamaian fiom Paliacat, that a {loop, which had juft anchored 
there, had fpoke on the 9th of the month in the lat of 14®, with the 
{hips from Bombay, from which the -Shafffbury had feparated ; ‘and. 
that they had been feen on the 1.2th off Durafapatam', roo miles to- 
the north of Madrafs. At 5 o’clock in the afternoon, the fix {hips 
were defcried in the N. e. flanding towards the load; neverthelels 
the enemy’s fire continued with uncommon vivacity until {iinfet;. 
and it being concluded, that, if they had- ever untended to make a 
general affault, it would be attempted this night, before the rein- 
forcements could be landed, every {oldier and inhabitant in the gar- 
rifon capable of {landing to his aims repaired to their re{pe6live polls, 
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and as foon as it was dark allot fiie of mulketiy fioiii the iioith 
face of the defences was kept up on the enemy’s woiks, which 
they ictuined with equal alacrity. At ten at night the fliips, di- 
refted by lights held out in the fort, anchored in the' road. Xh6 
fring on Ihore ftill continued, and at two in the moining that fiom 
the enemy, ih their lodgment, on the creft of the glacis, and in 
their polls and fap oppofite to the n. e. ballion and fafcine'batteiy, 
although very llrong before, grew llronger than ever, but their 'Ihot 
flew too high: it began to llacken foon after, when the blaze of flies 
was psiceived in their trenches; at three all their annoyances ceafed 
entiiely, after which no motions of men’weie any longer dillm* 
guiflied ; but feveral large piles of wood in the lear of Lally’s battery 
weie feen in flames. The caflialties flnee the piecedmg moinmgto 
this time, were thice Europeans and one Sepoy wounded, and one 
Sepoy killed. ' 

At day-bieak the whole army were difcoveredan full march from 
the well flde of the black town towards the Choultry Plain, and the 
greatefl: pat t had already crofled the northern river. They had pie- 
vioufly undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ; and at 
nine o’clock a party left for the purpofe made the explofion, which 
entirely ruined both ; thefe works had cofl; the Company 30,000 
pounds, and could not be refliored in a twelvemonth. The enemy ' 
were then perceived mai ching on to the hlount. The hurry of their 
retreat fared the black town from the refolution which Mr. Lally 
had taken of reducing it to allies, if compelled to raife the flege. 
By noon the troops in the flups were all landed . they were, includ- 
ing officers, 600 men. 

Joy and curioflty carried out ei ery one to view and contemplate 
the works from which they had received fo muck moleftation, for the 
enemy’s fire had continued 42 days. Thii ty-tlii ee pieces of cannon, 

1 8 or 24 pounders, were found in their polls and woiks, of which 26 
were difabled ; but feven wei e in their carriao-es, and both in Sfood 
condition. Some fpare cairiages were likewife left, and many can- 
non fhot, but no mortals, although feveral beds; and many mili- 
tary ftores, with quantities of powdei in calks and flannel bags, 
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were found carelefsly fcattered in the trenches. -They, evacuated 
San Thome, and whatever guards between this place and the fort 
were withdrawn at the fame time that the aimy left, the black tov/n. 
The garnfon, as foon as ceitified of their departure, fent out' parties 
to the fouthward and to Egmore, who colledted" 19 guns, more, 
moftly iron three-pounders . fo that the .whole number which the 
enemy loft and left behind were 52 pieces of camion; ' One hun- 
dred and fifty barrels of good powder, and as many calks of damaged 
ammunition, weie found in San Thome. But the ftrongeft proof 
of the huiry and confulion withwbich they raifed' the iiege, was the 
neglefl: of their fick and wounded, leavings, 44 Europeans, (all who . 
had not been fent away before) 111 'their hofpital m the black town, 
with a letter from Mr. Tally, lecommendirig them to the care of 
the- Englifh goveinor. they were, received and 'treated with the 
fame attentions as if they had belonged to the garrifon,'and moft of 
them afterwards recovered. ' ' ' 

^ The fort fired duimg- the fiege 26,554 rounds from their cannon, 
7,502 Ihells from their mortars, and threw 1,990 hand-grenades : 
the mulketry expended 200,000 cartridges. In thefe fei vices 'were 
uled 1,768 barrels of gunpowder. Thirty pieces of cannon and 
five mortars had been difmouhted oir the works. There remained 
in the fort, artillery fufficient .for another, fiege, 'with 30,767 can- 
non-balls, but only 481 Ihells, and 668 barrels of gunpowder. 
As many of the enemy’s cannon-balls weie gathered in their works, 
or about the defences of the 'foit, or. found in wells and, tanks in 
^he black town, as the garrifon had ex'jpended. The enemy con- 
llimed all the Ihells of the two firft rates in the ftores of Pondi- 
cherry, and threw of all forts 8ooo^ of which by far the greateft 
number were directed againft the buildings, all of which lay to- 
gether in half file area within the' walls, m the old town to the 
veaftward : andf fcarce a houfe remained that was not opened to, the 
heavens.-' 

Of the European officers, one. major, P-olier, two captains, fix 
lieutenants, and four enfigns, were killed: one captain and one lieu- 
tenant died of ficknefs 1 4 other officers were wounded, of whom 
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forae clangcroufl y ; and foiu wcie taken prifoncrs : in all 33. Of 
lank and file in the battalions of Einopcans, and of the men be- 
iongins; to the aitihciT, 198 wcic killed, 52 died m the hofpital, 26 
dcfcitcd, 122 wcic taken prdoncis and .byavere wounded; 'm all 
5«;9 ; but many of the wounded icco\ efed. Of the Lafcais^ who 
wcic nathcb anifting in the artillery, nine wcie killed, and 15 
wounded. Of the Sepoys, including officeis, 105 were killed, 217 
M onnded, and 440 deferted. The lofs in Europeans was moie than 
rcinftated b) the troojis brought in the fliips. 

The goveinor I\lr. Pigot, as foon as the enemy difappcaicd, re- 
Iinquiflicd the i'pecial authority which had been vefted inhimfelf, to 
the ufual adminiftration of the council, of which he was Prefident; 
and icccncd their thanks for the good cOebls of his rcfolution and 
ablivity during the fiege : he had vifitcd the works every day, en- 
couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and rewarding thofe ex- 
pofed to feverer fci vices with money. Piovifions of all liinds in 
abundance, and of the heft condition, had been laid up, and as well 
as all the militar) ftoics, were diftributcd fiom the dilTcicnt maga- 
zines, under the dircdlioii of the mcmbeis of the council, a/lifted 
by the inferior fervants of the company, whofe habits of bufinefs 
cftabhflicd and continually picfcrvcd thefe details ficc of all let and 
confufion. 

The Prefidcncy, as foon as rc-cdabliHied in its ufiial forms, ac- 
knowledged their fenfo of the zeal and conftancy with which the 
garrifon had iliflaincd cveiy danger and fatigue; and no men ever 
better deforved this teftimony ; for fcaree a muimui had been ut- 
tered : all was emulation. All however acknowledged that the 
enemy, in proportion to their numbers, compaicd with the forength 
of the gaiiifon and woiks, had pufhed the attack with unremitting 
pcrfoverance and endcavoui, and the cnemv equally refpefted the 
foience and dcadinets of the defence. Indeed moft of the jirincipal 
officers of the company’s tioops had been inuicd to fci vice under their 
general Colonel Lawiencc, whom they foill legarded as their pie- 
ceptor in the fiege: they were, Major Poher; the Captains PafcalJ, 
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Charles Campbell, Beaver, Richaid Smith, Gnrtler, de Beck, 
Freifliman, Vafferot, Black, Hume, Donald Campbell, Greig. 
Every repair and > additional vi^ork was executed with regularity 
and difjiatch under the diredlioii of Mr. Call the chief engineer, 
although this was the hrfl; fiege, whether offenfive or defenfive, in 
which he had feived. Captain Hiflop, who arrived with a company 
of the King’s aitilleiy-men, at the fame time as Adlercion’s regi- 
ment, was the fenioi officer in this branch; he had ferved in Bergen- 
op-zoom. The Company’s artillery, which furmfhed all the cannon 
and ammunition, was commanded by Captain Robert Barker* even 
the enemy acknowledged that the piomptitude and execution of the 
fire from the fort was fupeiior to their own: whatfoever guns of 
mortals were difabled on the defences, were immediately replaced 
by others prepared in flore. Colonel Draper and Major Brereton 
were of the King’s troops: fo that no town was eyei attacked, which 
had in proportion to the gairifon fuch a number ot excellent and ex- 
perienced officers. The exeitions of Major Calliaud and Captain 
Pieflon weie equal in the field. Thus eveiy officer of difiiindlion on 
the eftablifiiment of Coromandel was employed in the defence of 
Madrafs, excepting Captain Jofeph Smith, to wffiom was committed 
the prefervation of the next important objedt, Tritchmopoly, 'in 
which the Fiench prifoneis out-numbered, five to one, the invalid 
Europeans of his garrifon. 

In the evening, after the enemy retreated, came in Vaflerot and 
the ten troopers with intelligence from Calliaud. This officer 
marched fiom Chinglapet on the 13th, but mifled by the guides 
did not aiiive at Sadrafs, as he intended, the next night, but the 
morning after; when the Dutch refidents, although lemaining in the 
town onl}' on fiiffcrance from the French, who weie in pofTeffion of 
their foit, protefled againft his entrance with hoflile appearance 
on the territory belonging to the Dutch company. At the fame 
time a party of Fiench troops, which were halting there in then- 
way from Pondicherry to join Mr. Lally, went into the foit, and 
t’nis reinforcement rendei ed the attempt impradlicable excepting by 
a regular attack, to which the artillery with Calliaud was not 
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adequate. He neverthelefs remained to iiiveft the foit, and foon 
after inteiceptcd a letter fiom Mr. Lally to Mr. Deleyiit, dated the j 
14th, ■written in the bittereft terms of reproach and lefentment, 
imputing the failure of his attempt againft Madiafs, which he then 
fawjnevi table, to the iniquities and treachery of the government of 
Pondicheriy, denouncing, that if this' place Ihould efcape the ven- 
geance it merited of file from heaven, nothing could prefeive it long 
.from deftrudlion bv the fire of the Englifh. 

The lofs of men fuflained by the French army is no where ac- 
quired; they weie 2700 firelocks when they advanced from Conje- 
veiam; and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted letter,, fays, that he had 
flill 2000 Europeans; the Sepoys with him v^ere not more than 
1000, foi feveral detachments were abroad. The lofs of the cannon 
and ammunition which had been left or thiown away, he imputed 
to the want of ferviceable Tullocks, and this deficiency to the ra- 
pacity of the contradlors leagued with the council of Pondicherry. 
His army marched away in rags, and.without provifions, but, having 
gunpowder and horfe, exadled them, and continued their rout to 
Arcot. Advices of their letieat had been fent off to Calhaud as 
fboii as they difappeared, who immediately on the infomnation 
detached Mahomed Ifibof with 1200 Sepoys from Sadrafs, to re- 
inforce Chinglapet, left the Fiench army fliould inveft this place; 
the Sepoys by a forced march arrived before tlhe enemy could have 
intercepted them, if fuch had been their intention: the next day 
Major Calhaud, v/ith the remaining fix companies of Sepoys, and all 
the cavalry, Abdulwahab at the head of his own, came into Madrafs. 
Thus ended this fiege, without doubt the moft fticnuous and regular 
that had evei been carried on in India; and we have detailed it, m 
hopes that it may remain an example and mcitement. 
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N ot only theCainatic and its dependencies, but all the adja- 
cent poweis, had fixed then attention, with various hope and 
anxiety, on the fiege of Madrafs, as an event which fooner oi later 
muft greatly afFedl their rcfpeflive views and intereffs. It was be- 
lieved, andjufily, that much and exteiifive leputation would be ac- 
quired by the defence; but as this advantage would foon be loft if 
the adjacent teriitoiy were not recoveied and piote6ted, it was re* 
iblved to take the field without delay. With the i einforcement 
bi ought in the ftiips, there were in the town when the fiege was 
laifed, of all ranks, 1900 eftimated Europeans, including 90 TopafTes 
and 60 Coffrees, infeited in the different companies: of this number 
1500 rank and file were fit for immediate duty ; and this force was 
fnfficient to face the Fiench aimy. Neveithelefs, the vigour of the 
determination exceeded the means: many carnages for the artilleiy 
and ftores were to be prepared, and the aitificeis being moftly natives 
were few, and had much other woik to do. di aught and caiiiagc 
bullocks weie to be 2:)rovided, and the ravages of the enemy had left 
none in the country; piovifions weie equally fcarce perfevei ence, 
however, continued. Chinglapet being fecuied, the left of the 
troops with Mahomed Iftbof, the hoife with Abdulwahab, and thofe 
fent with Major Calliaud by Tondiman and Tanjoie, encamped on 
the Choultiy plain, weie they were joined day by day by the 
Eui opeans of the garrifbn ; but the whole wei e not ready to move 
before the 6th of March, and in this Inter^al ai lived two moie com- 
VoL. il. - 2 N panics 
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panics of Drapei’s regiment, which the fhips they came in from ' 
England had earned to Bengal in the latter feafon of the laft )ear, 
and they "v^ere now returned to the coaft. The whole force which 

j 

now took the field weie 1 1 56 Euiopeans, lank and file, including 
the aitilleiy-men, with 10 field-pieces, of which two were 12- 
pounders, 1570 Sepo}'S, 1120 Colleiies, and i956 horfe. On news 
of then appioach, Mi. Lally moved back from Arcot with the 
main body of his tioops, and took jiofl at Conjeveiam, where the 
advantages of the fituation left them nothing to fear from an inferior 
foice; and, his health being much impaned, he went away to Pon- 
dicherry on the 6th, leaving the command to Mr. Soupire, with 
oiders not to iifk a gcneial battle, but to wait the attack. The 
defedts of equipments flill retaided the piogrefs of the Enghfli army, 
and It v^as the i8th bcfore''thcy ariived at Paupa Braminy’s Choultry, 
within feven miles of Conjeveram. On the laft march, Mahomed 
Iffoof, With fome horfe, advancing before the line, met fome of the 
enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much infeiior in numbei, 
fliood a fkirmifh with the foiemofl; of his; and were diiven back, 
with the lofs of an officer and two horfes killed. On the 3d, Cap- 
tain Preflon at Chinglapet, healing theie was but a flight force in 
the fort of Caraiigoly, had detached Lieutenant An y, with feven 
companies of Sejioys, to furpiize it, but they took a panic under 
the walls, not to be recovered by the biavery of “their officer, 
which eiicouiaged the gaiiifon to fally, who killed 25 of them in 
their ffio-ht. 

^ . ' 
Whilfl the aimy was before Conjeveram, letters were received from 

Colonel Forde, who was fet down before Mafuhpatam, defjiainng of 
fuccefs, unlefs he were reinforced with men and fupphed with money.. 
By this time, it was found that all the 1 efources of the Prefidency were 
inadequate to the expence of keeping the army in the fieldj and no pro- 
bability appeared of gaining a decifive advantage ov-er the enemy. The 
Pi efidency therefore inclined to bring the troops into cantonments, -and 
to fend 200 men to Colonel Forde. Colonel Lawrence, although 
convinced of the imprudence of attacking the enemy 111 the pofts 
they occupied at Conjeveram, was equall) perfliaded of the evil con- 

6 fequences 
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fequences of retreating befoie them, and came to hladiafs on the 
26th, to diihiade the Council, eithei fiom diminifhing theu* force, 
or from wilhdi awing it into gairifbn; and his ai gumeiits. pi evaded. 
He then declared the inability to which the impaired hate of his 
health had i educed him^ of continuing in the command of the aim} ; 
and received the higheft regrets and encomiums of his eminent fei ~ 
vices, crowned by exertions much beyond his age, in the defence of 
Madrafs. The^command then devolved to Lieutenant-colonel Draper, 
who was likewile too ill to accept it, and foon aftei embaiked foi 
England; on which it fell to Major Brereton, the next officer in the 
king’s legiment, and Major Calliaud lucceeded Colonel Lawrence in 
the diftindl command of the Company’s troops. 

Nazeabullah, the Nabob’s bi other, had accompanied the French 
aimy to Madiafs, and lemamed fome-days with them in the black 
town; when his own affiaiis, his doubts of the fuccefs of the hege, 
and the reprefentations and example of his biothei, Abdulwahab, 
who was joining the Englith troops in the field, induced him 
to leturn to Nelore, which, Mr. Lally having derived no advantage^ 
fiom his prefeiice or endeavours, peimitted without leludtaiice. 
Still, however, holding fair to the French, he retained a few of 
their Europeans, and 200 of their Sepoys ; but as foon as he heard 
that the fiege was raifed, he refblved to declare entirely for the 
Enghfh, and blackened his zeal, by putting to death all the French 
Europeans, excepting their officer. Saint Denys. It is not known 
whether they attempted lelift^nce; but the Sepoys laid down their 
arms, and-^were quietly turned out of the fort. With the advices 
of this deed, he proffered to pay 30,000 pagodas a year, if the Pre- 
fidency would confirm him in the government of Neloie, and its 
diftridls ; and, as no revenue, excepting from his good-will, was to 
be expefted from that part of the country, until the Enghfh army had 
gained the fuperiority, his teims were accepted, and he fent the 
French officer to Madrafs. Abdulwahab continued with the army, 
and his fervices were rewarded by a confirmation of the diftiidls of 
Chandergherry and Chittoie. The three gi eater Polygais to the 

> 3 N 2 north- 
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northwnicl, Bangai-}atchiim, I 3 omiaiizc, and Daincilah Vcnkytap- 
pali, wiote Ictlcis of congialulation, although they had given no 
affiflance during the fiegc . they were oideicd to guard then owai 
bills, and aflifl Chandcighcir) and Chittoie, if attacked. The minor 
Polvgaib neaicr Madrals w’cre frightened, in c\peQation of pumfli- 
ment foi the robberies they had committed in the Englifh dif- 
tri6ls during the diftrcffcs of the ficge ; hut their delinquency 
was o^cllooked, and they wcjo told to alhA the foits of Ponda- 
malee and Tiipaflbie, into w'hich ganifons of Scjioys had been 
font, as foon as the) were abandoned by the enemy m their letrcat 
to Aicot. 

Even the cautious jMortizally of Vcloic congiatulatcd thePicfi- 
dency on the rcpulfc of the ficge. The body of Morattoes, W'lth 
Gopaul Row, who had in the pieccding y eai w'aned and gained the 
half of Cudapah, and to wdiom jiroficrs had* been made for their af- 
fiftance, remained at the palTcs of Damalchci ry , w'a.iting tlic c\cnt: 
and as foon as the French rcticatcd, Gopaul Row’’ claimed 12 Jacks 
of rupees, alleging that he had neglcdled other concci ns of gi eater 
confequence, m cxpcdation of the ultimate fummons of the Prefi- 
dency, and that the dicad of his troops had obliged the French to 
laifethe fiege. It was knowm that he had equally been offering his 
afliftance to the French, and the Piefidency recommended to him, to 
cut their ?j my to pieces befoi e they^ 1 cached Pondichern , and then he 
fhould have the money. FIc leplied, in fcvcral Ictteis, fraught wnth 
infinuations of the mifchicf he intended to brins: on the Ensihfli, as 
well at Bombay, as in the Carnatic; and fent 500 of his Morat- 
toes to join the French army; but Mr^Deleyrit, the governor of 
Pondicherry, advifed Mr Tally not to entertain them, becaufe they 
would not fail to plunder wnth greater detriment in tlie French difk 
tii6fs, as moie extenfive, than in tliole w'hich the Englifli had reco- 
vered. They w’-ere dilmiffed with compliments and a fmall prefent, 
on w'hick Gopaul Row'^,, to compenfate and levenge the difappoiiit- 
ment, fent a detachment lound the hills, w’hich took pofTeffion of 
the towm and pagoda of Tripetty, intending to colledf the revenues 
- of the approaching feaft m April, w'hich the French government 

expedted 
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expe6Ied to receive. This detachment in their way fummoned the 
three noi them Polygars as friends to the Englifh, to pay their fliares 
of the chout, or tribute, which Gopaul Row had demanded, and had 
not time to exa6t in the pieceding year. 

The king of Tanjore iiied guns, and congi atulated on the foitune 
and piowefs of Madrafs; and the Prefidency, encouraged by his pro- 
feffions, piopofed to him to ahift them in a plan to fiirpiife the foit of 
Karical,- when the fquadion fhould arrive on the coafl to which he 
anfwered, that the laft hoftilities of the French had mined his coun- ‘ 
ti*y, and that the crop at pi efent on the gi ound would likewife be de- 
ftroyed, if diflurbances were renewed ; but that, as the Englifh had 
beat off the Fiench aimy fiom Madrafs, they fliould immediately 
diive them out of Pondicherry, when Karical would fall of courfe. 
He was tlien lequefled to let beeves, be purchafed in his countiy as- 
provifions for the fquadion; which the ftridtnefs of his leligion re- 
garded as an abomination, nor would he fuffer the inteipretei to go 
on in reading the lettei written to him on this fubjeft. 

The Nabob, ever fince his ai rival at Tiitchinopoly, had continued 
fick. Hisdifordei was a jaundice, produced by excefs of vexation at 
the late humiliations of his fortune : the i epulfe of the French attack 
on Madiafs conduced not a little to the recovery of his health; but 
his mind retamed much folicitude for every future contingency. 
However, the vigilance of Captain Jofeph Smith had prefervecj 
the diftridts dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and 
their revenues v/ere more than fufficient to defray tlie neceffary ex- 
pellees of the gaiiifon, as well as of the Nabob’s family. The 
great number of French prifoners in the city, -who were 500, 
whilfl: the European force in the gariifon did not exceed 70 men, 
had been an objedt of conftant anxiety, and plots were continually 
difcovered of their intentions to break out of their dunoreons : 

O " 

which obliged Captain Smith to confine them with the utmofl fe- 
verity. The Rheddi of Teiriore, whom he had driven out of that 
town and diflridt in the month of July of" the preceding year, 
went away with thofe who efcaped with him, to the borders of the 
My foie country, wheie he was, at different times, joined" by fuch as 

v/ere 
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weie difafTcfted to the otlici Rheddi, who had been icRorcd m his 
’ {lead. They fomctimcs made plundciing cxcuifions into the coun- 
tiy between Teinoic and Utatoie; but attempted nothing of conte- 
quence. Howcvei, then niimbcis incrcafed ; and they kejit uj) a 
concrpondcnce with fevcial of the piincijial men who continued to 
lefidc with the Rheddi in Temoic. Wlicn hhihomcd Ifibof maich- 
ed away in Novembei to the iclicf of iNIadiafs, the garriion of 
Tiitchinopoly could not fparc the numbci of Sepoys ncceffary to 
complete his command, and three of the fi\c companies which had 
been left in Teinorc, w'cic lecallcd to make up the dcficienc). As 
loon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his ttoops, who 
were waiting to letake the place, ai lived before they were difco\cicd 
at the bairier of the tvood, wdicic feme of the remaining Sepojs svere 
Rationed; but the reft of the giiaid had been feduced, and inRead 
of affifliiig the Sepo}s, turned their arms upon tlicm, and dcli- 
veied up the banier to the cnem}, who maiched on, and ad- 
vanced to the town without intcrruptionj lending fo much terror 
befoic them, that the Rheddi tvithin, w'lth his troops, and the in- 
habitants, that adbeied to him, lan aw'ay into the wood and hills, 
leaving the Enghfli feifcant, until the Sepoys, to defend them- 
felves as they could The ferjeant took pofi'eflion of the palace, 
which wns an cxtcnfivc building ; but the enemy furrounded it in 
the houfes on all lides, that not a man could apjiear who w'as not 
expoled to then fire, which obliged the feijeant to capitulate, and he 
eafil) obtained permiflion to maich aw^ay toTiitchinopoh, with theii 
aims, and whatevei elfe they chofe to cair) . Captain Jofeph Smith 
had leceived fome intelligence of tlic intention to attack the place, 
and had detached fome tioops to icinforcc it, but it was loft before 
they ariived at the wood. This event happened in the end of No- 
vembei. In the next month, Huflfein Cawn, wdio had been driven, 
in the month of Jul), fiom Seringham by a detachment fiom Trit- 
chinopoly, returned fiom Pondicherry with fome Sepoys and two 
field-pieces, and took poft at Utatore, intending again to advance to 
the ifland, and retake the pagoda; but Captain Smith fent a party 
from the gairifon, undei the command of Captain Blake, who did 

not 
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not fujfFer them to left until they took refuge in the My foie coun- 
try, where they remained, piopofing fchemes, and foliciting affift- 
ance, but meeting little encouiagement from this government, Huf- 
fem Cawn offered to join the Rheddi, who had letaken Teiiioie, 
in making incurfions into the Nabob’s country but the Rheddi, 
making a merit of refraining fiom the mifchief in his powei, proffered 
money and regulai teims of fubmiffion to the Nabob, who, for the 
fake of the money, and to fave the expence of defending the diffant 
villages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern- 
ment; in which this was his fourth inftallation, '^and the - othei 
Rheddi had lofl and refumed it as often. 

The countiies of Maduia and Tinivelly had relapfed into their 
former Rate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Iffoof, with fo 
large a part of his force, was lecalled out of them in the month of 
July. All that the feven companies of Sepoys left in the city of 
Madura could do, was to colleft from the countiy provilions fiiffi- 
cient for their fubfiflence. ' The incurfions of the Nattam Collenes 
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to 
the wefl, ruined or appropriated whatfoever cultivation or revenue 
arofe.in the difl:ri61:s at adiftance from the city. To the fouthward, 
in the Tinivelly country matters were much worfe. Maphuze Cawn 
forgot all his former piofeffions of reconciliation, united more firmly 
than ever, and took up his refidence with the Puhtaver, who led 
the weftern Polygars; and Catabommaig, with Etiapoium, who 
were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the fuperiority of 
the French in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob and the 
Englifh would never lecover, feized whatfoever country lay conve- 
nient for them . nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the fort 
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppofition to 
their encroachments, or even to maintain the town of Tinivelly; of 
which Maphuze Khan and the Puhtaver once again took poffeffion. 
The Sepoys contented themfelves with prefer ving Palamcotah, where 
they were often obliged to defend the walls againft the fkiimifhes of 
the Pulitaver’s Collenes, which confumed their ammunition ; and, 
as none of their letters reached the Carnatic, or even Tiitchinopoly, 

they 
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they wiote by the hand of a Topafs, a lettei to x^njengo, which is 
the foiithein of the Englifli fadtones on the coaft of Malabai, re- 
qiiehing lupplies; but the Topafs writing what he thought Englifli, 
the lettei was fo unintelligible, that the fadoi y neither unclcrft ood 
fiom u'heiice oi whom it came, noi what they wanted. At length, 
lettei s fiom Mahomed Iffoof piocuied them cicdit, which enabled 
them to pui chafe piovifion, and even to get lead and gunpowdei 
from the fea-coall in the bay of rutacoiin. It was veiy fortunate, 
that the fidelity of the Sepoys in Maduia and Palamcotah continued 
unfhaken; for had eithei of thefe foitieffes been betra}ed, no means 
lemamed of letaking them; and the celfion of Maduia might have 
pui chafed Hy del ally, the Mylbre geneial, to join the Fiench, who 
at this veiy time had an oificei of dillinflion ti eating with him at 
Sei ingapatam. 

The repulfe of the Fiench from Madiafs had mcieafed the dangei 
oflofmg thefe countiies, fince the Fiench, being nolongei under the 
neceffity of keeping then whole foice collefted in one point, might, 
ftill leaving fufficient to oppofe the Enghfh army in the field, detach 
the lefi; to other objedls The paitizan Lambert was moving with 
his flying troops fiom Pondicheiry to the weftwaid; and danger 
to the city of Madura might acciue even from Hulfein^Cawn, if 
he Ihould get a body of Myfoieans to accompany him'fi om Dindigul. 
On thefe confidei ations, the Prefidency lefolved to fend Mahomed 
Iffoof back into thefe countiies, and to accept his offei of renting 
Maduia and Tniivelly togethei, at the rate of five lacks of lupees 
for the enfuing year cleai of all charges, excepting what might 
arife fiom the neceflitv of defending them either againfl: the French, 
the Myforeans, oi Moiattocs The Nabob had, ever fince the firfl 
appointment of Mahomed Iffoof to condudt the war in thefe coun- 
tries, legaidedhim with fufpicion and aveifion, and infified that they 
ihould be left to his own difpofal and controul ; although he had 
not m his whole dejieiidance, a relation or officei of militai y i efolution 
and experience fufficient to maintain them in this time of difficulty. 

The Fiench and Enghfh armies continued almofi: in fight of each 
Dthei for two and twenty days; the one wifhing to be attacked, in 

then 
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-their pofb at Coiijcveiam, the other, a general adion in the open 
plain; aftd‘ neither v/as feduced to give the advantage which the 
other defiled. Moft of the diftridts to the fouth of the Paliar weie 
under either the protection or jurifdidtion of the French govern- 
ment; and as other defiances had, failed, Major Brereton refolved to 
maich into them, as the"^ likelieft means of bringing the, enemy to 
a liattle^, or at lead: of obliging them to quit Conjeveram, when 
fome. opportunity might aiife of retaking this place, without 
which, even the diftncts already recovered as fai as the Englifh 
army had advanced could not be' piotedted, unlefs by their con* 
tmuance in the field, and in this part of ,the country. Accordingly, 
the army moved on the ifl; of Apiilfrom their encampment at Papa 
Braminj-’s Choultiy; on the 6th, they arrived^ and took j^offeffion 
of the jDettah of Vandiwafii, in which they began to open giound 
agaifi; the 'fort, and fent to Madials for two pieces of batteiing 
cannon ; and a detachment fent by Captain Piefton from Chmglapett 
beat away the guard at Outramalore, of which place he took pof- 
fcfiion, to fecuie the line of communication with Vandiwafii. 

Mr. Soupires neither gave any interiuption to the Englifh army, 
as they weie marching away, nor followed them. Mr. Lally had 
ordered him to rilk nothing, and the French army had for- fome 
days been i educed to great diftrefs for want both of money and 
provifions! The fiege of Madrafs had exhaufted the treafliry of Pon- 
dicherry, audits revenues weie anticipated by mortgages for loans, 
and what monies could be collefled from the country between Con- 
jeveram and Arcot, or bon owed in the camp, fcarcely furmfhed the 
expences of the day, and the inhabitants "of the neighboui mg villages 
finding that the Englifii paid puiidlually, and at better prices, evaded 
as much as poffible to carry any provifions to the French camp.. The 
renters of the neighbouring diftridls magnified the detriment which 
their lands had fuffered from the Morattoes of Gopaul Row, m order 
to protrafl their payments, by the plea of difcuffing their accounts. 
In this fituation, Mr. Soupires confidei'ed the removal of the Englifh 
army as an advantage; fihee it permitted hun to letreat to Arcot, 
with the appeaiance of parting on equal terms. - He left in Conje- 
■ . VoL. II. 3 O veiam 
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veram 300 Sepo)«; and 100 horfe, iinclcr the command of Miirzafa- 
beg, who had dcieited fiom the Enghfh a little before the ficgc of 
hladiafs. The i enters at Arcot furmfhed Mr. Sonpircs money and 
pioMhons for eight days, and he extended his troojis in difTcrcnt 
parties between Arcot and "I'lnatorc, which is fituated 20 miles s. v/. 
in tlic high road from thence to Vandiwafh. 

Mr. Tally, us foon as he heard that the hmglifh army was before 
Vandiwafli, immediatel) came out of Pondicherry with 300 Eu- 
ropeans, ordering Mi. Sonjurcs to meet him v/ith the mam body at 
Chittapet; wheie they arrived on the 14th. Tnvatorc is farther 
from Chittapet, than it is from Vandiwafli. The nearer road from 
Vandiwafh to Conjcveram is not good; but from Vandiwafli to 
Trivatore, and hence to Conjcveram excellent, and of quicker 
diljiatch, although by the large angle it makes fcvcral miles more. 
Major Brcrcton was informed in the cveningof the 13th of the march 
of the French army with Soupircs, and that the whole had palled 
Trivatore; on which he decamped m the night from Vandiwafii, 
and, by a forced march, arrived the next day at Triv atorc, which 
he found abandoned, and blew up one of the bviFions ; and con- 
tinuing the fame flrcfs of march they arrived, on the evening of 
the 15th, near Conjevciam. Scv'cral letters had pafTcd with IMurza- 
fabeg, who pictcnclcd to be willing to betray his truft, but adeed fuch 
teims as proved, that he only wanted to gam time until the French 
aimy could come to his relief; on which Colonel Monlon, with the 
advanced divifion, invefted the pagoda in the cv^ening, which it was 
determined to ftoim the next moininsr. Murzafabeo* no lono-cr dificm- 
bled, but kept up a bulk fiic of mulketry thiough the night; by 
which fcveral, and Colonel Monfon himfclf, were wounded. 

The gateway of the pagoda at Conjcveram isfpacious and lofty, and 
the tower over it one of the largeft and highcft in the Carnatic. It 
ftands in the middle of the weftern wall, and fronts the principal drect 
of the town, which is very broad; but there is an area between, of 
the fame breadth as the wall of the pagoda, and 300 yards aciols. 
There were no gates fixed m the gateway ; and to cover the entrance 
the French had thiown up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which; 
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as well as on the fmall towers at each angle of th6 pagoda, Weie ] 
mounted guns, but old, and hf little fervice; and fcaffoldings of '' 
bamboos for fmall paities of mulkctiy were laifed along different 
parts of the wall within. Theie was, m the area without^ a large 
choultiy, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yaids from the 
gateway, but a little to the right. Near this choultiy, as good 
cover, the tioops threw up a lamp in the night, and eail) in the 
moining began to fire ovei it againft the lavelin fiom ibeii two 
twelve-poundeis, which the enemy letumed with all their means, 
but with little execution ; only wounding Major Breieton flightl}^, 
and two or three of the gunneis. By eight o’clock the eaitli of 
the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the tiooiis maiched 
to the attack, led by Major Calliaud at the head of the grenadiers. 
Few of the defenders Waited the alTault hand to'handj but, after 
giving their fire, ran into the pagoda. The officers, firimulated by 
an intemperate iivality of danger, got fiifi: ovei the iavelin,'ahd 
began, as the men came, to form them for the attack of the gate- 
way, in the middle of which the enemy had laid a large old non gun 
on logs of ‘Wood; and within were two lines of Sepoys difjDofed iil 
an angle for the advantage of a crofs-firc on the entrance. In a 
minute, 40 or 5o.-men, of whom much too many were officers; were 
crowded together within the ravelin, when the enemy fired their 
gun, which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle 
with mufket-balls and bits of rasrsed'iron. The excefs of the ex- 
plofion, and the thick black frrioke which aiofe from it, gave the 
idea of a mine, nor was the effedl much lefs. it killed eight men 
bn the fjDot, and wounded -ten. Of 'the killed' Wei e Captains Stewart 
and Bannatyne, Lieutenant Elliot and Enfign Hunter; of the 
wounded, Major Calliaud, Captain Vaughan danger oufly, a Lieu^- 
tenant and two Enfigns. Even inofi; of thole 'who were fafe were' 
fo fill prized by this havock, 'that they flood awhile before they 
formed again to the attack; diuing which, they -luckily 'fuffered 
very little fiom the ijiufketry \vithin. By this time, a party of 
SepojrS, led by Mahomed Iflbof and Lieutenant Airy, had clambeied 
over the oppofite wall of the pagoda, and appeared in the rear of 
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thofe \^ho were defend mg the gateway; and, on then fhont, the 
'tioops cit the gale inflicd in, and in a minute the whole gainfoii 
was between two hies, at mcicv, cvciy man foi himfclf begging 
quaitci ; uhicli was given with moic hiimanit) than ufiial on fneh 
exafpeiation. , After all Wa‘? (jinct, Murzafabeg furicndeied himfelf, 
out ol one of the chapels into uhich he had ictncd, to forae of the 
Sepois; but, as they wcie condn< 5 hng him to Majoi Biercton, Ma- 
homed Jfibofmet them, knew the piitonci, and faung, “ Thefe aic 
“ the teims to be kept with a tiaitoi,” with one flrokc of his 
fcymetai, almofl; fevered hib head from hiS bod v. The news of this 
■ fuccels was leceived at Madiafs the next da_v, on which likcwifc 
airived advices of no little importance from Colonel Forde. 

The Rajah 'Amindciauzc had fo little fenfe of the advantages 
which might have enfued by pic/Iing on the Ficnch immediately 
after then defeat at Pcddipoic, that he did not come up \Mth his 
troops to Rajahmiindrum, wheic Colonel Fordo with the Englidi 
foices were waiting for him, until the 1 6th of December, w'hich was 
ten days after the battle, although the diftance is only 40 miles. 
Anundciawze had piomilcd to make the firft payment of his treaty, 
asfoon as he fliould be put in poffeflion of the fort of Rajahmiindrum; 
and, 111 confidence of his wmid, Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000 
rupees, before he marched with the Enghfii from Cofiimeotah. This 
fum, with a fupply to the fabloiy at Vizagapatam, and the cxpences 
of the field, had abforbed all the money which came fi om Bengal; 
and Colonel Forde had nothing but the Rajah’s promifes to anRver 
the pay of the tioops foi the month of Dccembei. Hoivever, Rill 
relying on them, he croffed the Godaveii on the 23d, Rill hoping to 
appeal before Mafulipatam before the French had iccovered the Run 
of then late defeat • but the Rajah neither follow''ed with his army, 
nor fent any money; 'and, as it would have been vain to have at- 
tempted even the maich without both, Colonel Forde, with much 
vexation and refentment, lecrofled the river with all the tioops on 
the 26th. The Rajah imagined they were returning to pumfli him, 
and, in this Right, fled immediately to the hills which Ikirt thei 
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province about twenty miles to the Noith of the city; and Colonel 
Forde, for the convenience of a nearer communication with Vizaga- 
patam, maiched two days back, and encamped atPeddapore, which, 
with a name veiy neaily the fame, is a foit ten miles to the weft 
of that which has defignated his vi 61 ;oiy. Mr. Andrews immediately 
lent him 20,000 lupees fiom. Vizagapatam, and oifthe 13th of Ja- 
nuary came himfelf to the camp; fiom whence he went into the 
hills, and reached the Rajah on the 1 5th, whofe fears of the Colonel, 
and averfion to furnilh any money, continued as ftrong as evei, in- 
fomuch that he feemed no longer folicitous about the fuccefs of the 
expedition. His condufl was the more pei plexing, becaufe the news 
that the Fiench were befieging Madi aft* had ftopped the Enghfli 
credit in thefe provinces, which the Rajah’s name alone could im- 
mediately 1 eftoi e ; and if his tioops did not maich, otheis^muft be 
hiied, for which no money could be found. The dilemma induced 
Mr. Andrews to alter the tieaty he had made fome time before, and to 
agree, “that whatfoever fums the Rajah might fCirnifti fhould be con- 
“ hdeied as a loan; and that the revenues of all the countries which 
“ might be reduced on the other lide of the Godavei 1, excepting fuch 
“.as belonged to the Fiench either by eftablifliment, or grant in 
“ jiropriety, fhould be equally divided between him and the Enghfh.” 
With thefe conditions Mr. Andiews brought him back to the camp 
on the 1 8th. and it was agieed, to maich on to Mafuhpatam; but 
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the fhrofts 
before he furmflied only 6000 rupees in ready money, and bills at 
ten days for 60,000 more. At length the armies moved from Ped- 
dapoie on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, of which the hrft 
twenty diligently employed would probably have accomplifhed all the 
purpofes of the expedition, which now appeared of much more diffi- 
cult execution, as the enemy had gained^ full time to recollefl them- 
felves. nor had the delay the fmalleft plea of neceffity; for the Rajah 
might with as little inconvenience have done at fiift what he un- 
willingly complied with at laft; although the expedition had been 
undertaken fi om a reliance on his promifes, warranted by the earneft- 
nefs of his folicitations. 
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The Haidwicke and the two floops, which had been dilpatched 
fiom Vizagai^atani on the 12 th of Decembei, anchoied 'the next 
day in the road of Yanam, which lies on the eaftein mouth of the 
Godaveri, where the agents of the French faftoiy, on news of the 
defeat at Peddipore, had embarked their effedls and themfelves 111 a 
fnow, which had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar- 
rived ; and they furrendered to her longboat without lefiftance. Some 
days after, the vefTels failed down to Mafulipataro, and cruized be- 
tween this place and Naifipore on the welfern arm of the Godaveri^ 
until the 9th of Febiuary, when they fixed their ftation in Mafuli- 
patam road, waiting for the ariival of the army; but weighing oc^ 
cafionaily to bung vefiTels to, that were paffing in the offing, of which 
they Intel cepted feveral laden with rice for Pondicherry, and the 
French ai my befoie Madiafs. 

The Englifli army arrived on the 6th of Februaiy at Eloie; but, 
to prevent another quanel, Colonel Forde had been obliged to let 
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to the right and 
left, in levying contiibutions, onpromife, however, of lejomiiig hinl 
foon at Elore. This place, otherwife called Yalore, is fituated 56 
miles s. w. of Rajahmundriim, and neaily 40 N. of Mafulipatam'. - 
It IS the capital of a province, or phoufdarry, of no great extent^ and 
one of the four obtained from Salabadjing by Mi.Bufly. It has 
been very little known to the Engliffi, and never frequented by them 
fince they withdrew their faflory from Mafulipatam in the laft cen- 
tury. The town is extenfive, and in the middle of it is a very 
large fort, in which the French ufed to keep a garrifon moftly of 
black troops ; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them away 
with him, as he was paffing on to Mafulipatam, vffiere he had de- 
termined to make his ftand. The long delay of the Engliffi troops 
in following him feemed to have inlpired him with a little refo-i 
lution : for with fome of the troops which had joined him after the 
defeat of Peddipoi e, and the garrifons of Elore and Rajahmundrum, 
he formed a body of 200 Europeans, with four field-pieces, 'and 
2000 Sepoys; which he called his army of obfeivation; but they 
didynot ventuie within lefs than thirty miles of Elore, and kept 
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moving to the Weft of Mafulipatam, colle6ling or extorting tributes. 
Colonel Forcle, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached 
Captain ' Knox, with the ftrft battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the 
French faftory atNaifipore, where by this time the garrifon, by the 
arrival of ftiaggleis from the late defeat, was augmented to loo 
Euiopeans, and 3" or 400 Sepoys. Narlipore ftands 20 miles to the 
s. E. of Elore. Letters were pievioufly fent to the Indian Zemindar 
of the diftri6t, threatening tlie deftrudtion of his country, if he gave 
the French any affiftance, but offering him alliance if he would 
join the Englidi army with his tioops. The Zemindar met Captain 
Knox on the road, and accepted the terms with cheerfulnefs ; and 
the French tioops at Narfipore having relied on his aftiftance, 
marched away as foon as they faw his defeftion, leaving in the 
faftory, befides common effefts, fbme cannon and maime ftores, 
and in the iiver.feveral boats and veflels ; but they funk lyhat am- 
munition they could not cairy off. The Englifh detachment leav- 
ing a few men with the Zemindar’s officers to take care of what 
was worth jirefeiwing, leturned to Eloie, where on the i8th came 
in the Rajah with all his troops colle6ted ; and the next day the 
Zemindar of Narfipore with 1500 foot, aimed in the fafhion of the 
country. But, although fo much time had already been loft, the 
Rajah was not yet icady to pioceed, and detained the aimy at Elore 
until the I ft of Maich. 

Mr. Conflans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had written letters to 
Salabadjing, earneftly requefting he would march ' with his army 
from Hydeiabad to Mafulipatam, when both their forces united could 
not fail of deftroying the Englifli troops, and punifhing the powers 
of the countiy which had levolted to their common enemy. The 
defiftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Bufly from the puifuit of Ni- 
zamally towards Brampore had encouraged this prince to refume 
his former ambitions ; in which he was, at leaft fecietly, abetted 
by the adherents of Shanavaze JGian and Mahomed Fluflem, whole 
deaths, as well as his own flight to Brampore, had been the im- 
mediate confequences of the affaffination of Hjdeijung, the duan 
of Mi.Bnffy. but this confederacy leframed fiom any confjii- 
“ ■' cuous 
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cuous exertion/ until they faw Mr. bully and the whole of the 
French foice quitting Hyderabad, and the fervice of Salabadjing, 
m obedience to the orders of Mr. Lally ; when judging little 
likelihood of their return, they aaed with more open declaration ; 
and {bon aftei, Nizamally was enabled, with the affilfance of his 
friends, to increafe his force from 1500 to 15000 horfe, with 
which he marched from Biampoie in November, and was received 
with homage into the city of Aurengabad ; but- the foitrefs of 
Dollaba'd Fill held out for Salabadjing. The inlolence of Salabad- 
]ing, wedded to habits, faw no means of coeicing his brother, but 
b> the accuftomed affiftance of a body of Fiench tioops, which his 
own aid to Conflans in this time of neceffity was ceitainly the likelieft 
means of procuiing. but few of his officers were defirous of fee- 
mo- the re-eftabhffiment of a power, which had interfered fo much 
with their own authority and advantages in the government ; neyer- 
thelefs, they imagined, that the prefent conteft for the ceded pro- 
vinces between the Fiench and Engliffi might give a chance of 
lecoveiing thefe countries to their formei dependence on the fou- 
bahffiip ; and in this view moft of them advifed him to march to- 
wards Mafuhpatam. His brother, BafTaulet Jung, concurred in the 
fame opinion, and marched with his forces from Adoni at the fame 
time that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. Both join- 
ed neai the Kriftna, and amounted to 1 5000 horfe and 20000 foot. 
Neither their approach, nor the probability of their affifting the 
French, > deterred Colonel Forde from his purpole of pioceedmg 
agamft Mafuhpatam. It was obvious, that the junftion of Sala- 
badjmg’s aimy with the Fiench would bung heavy vengeance upon 
the Rajah, if the Englifh - troops fliould be obliged to retire be- 
fore them . but even this confideration, becaute the danger was 
dffiant, could not induce him to relinquiffi the, immediate ad- 
' vantages of his delay, although nothing more than the colledtions 
of the day levied by his tioops fpread abroad in all parts of the 
country. 

Five miles to the fouth of Elore you arrive at the bed of a vaR 
lake, which extends 47 miles in length, from weft to eaft,acrols 
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the htuatioii of the city, and 14 in breadth from north to fouth. 
Fiom the beginning of the tains in July, until the end of Septem- 
bei, the whgle is fpiead ovei with watei, excepting 60 or 70 
fmall iflots, on which the inhabitants lemain; but duiing the reft 
of the yeai the whole is dry and palTable, and in jrnany places 
highly cultivated. The army, and foi the hrft time any of the' 
Engiilh troops, marched ac^ofs the lake, and on the 3d of March 
encamped near a fmall foit, called Concale, in which the French, 
had left a ferjeant v/ith 13 Euiopeans, and two companies of Se- 
poys. Captain Maclean, with hx comjDanies of Sepoys, were fent 
to attack and even efcalade the fort: the garnfon had the day be- 
foie received alftirances fiom Du Rocher, the commander of 
the army of obfervation, that he would arrive to their afiiftance 
on the 28th; relj'ing on which, they manned tlie walls, and 
feemed refolute to defend themfelves. Much filing of mulketiy 
pafTed with much lofs to the affailants, who neverthelefs twice at- 
tempted to break through the wicket of the gate, for want of bet- 
ter implements, with iron crows; but weie each time beaten off; 
on which Captain Macleane fent to the aimy for a 1 einforcement of 
men and two guns ; they arrived in the evening, and the guns were 
immediately applied, and boat open the gates. The detachment 
rufhed in without mere}', and in the fii ft onfet killed all -they met, 
who were only Sepoys ; for the Euiopeans hid themfelves until the 
firing and daughter ceafed. A few hours after, a native brought 
intelligence, that a. party of forty Euiopeans, with fome Sepoys,, 
fiom the army of obfervation, were ai rived witliin a few miles;, 
on which Captain Macleane marched out to attack them. But 
they, hearing the fort was taken, had retieated. A fmall gar- 
yifon of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left to fecure the 
fort from fin prize, and the aimy marched on towards Mafiili-" 
patam, in fight of which they ai rived on tlie 6th of March'; and. 
tlie fame day received advices, that the French army, under the 
command of Mr, Lally, had been obliged to raife tfie fiege of 
Madrafs. 
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The fort and' town of Mafiilipatam are fitiiated beyond the reach ' 
of cannon-fhot afunder. The foit ftands a mile and a half from 
the fea-fhoie, on the edge of a found foimed paitly by an inlet of 
the fea, partly by drains from the ciicumjacent ground, and ftill 
moie by a continued ftream -which the nver Krillna lends off about 
15 miles to the s. w. and which falls info the upper part of the 
found, very near the fort. The Sound has Ibmetimes three fathom, 
and at otheis only three feet water ; and oppofite to the fort, is 500 
yards in breadth. The fouth fide of the foit extends about 600 
along the Sound, and 800 fiom thence to the noith; and its aiea, 
as well as form, would differ very little from a' parallelogram of 
thefe dimenfions, if the eaffern fide did not lie in a re-entering angle, 
which, however, is a veiy obtufe one. The giound along the fea- 
fhore for two miles to the north and fouth of the inlet of the Sound, 
is a colleflion of fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland, 
when they ceafe on the bordei of a morafs, which fui rounds the foit 
on eveiy fide, and continues to the wcff and fouth for feveral miles; 
and to the n. w. and noith, tlieie is no hard ground at lefs than a 
mile of the fort, excepting a few fmali fpots of fand in the morafs, 
which aie near it to the e.: but to the eafir, the fand hills along 
the fea are within 800 yards .of the 'W’^alls. The morafs 111 all 
diredlions is inteifedled with creeks and gullies, which fall into the 
found. 

The Pettah, or town of Mafiilipatam, is fituated a mile and a 
half to the n. w. of the fort, on a plot of ground rifing above the 
morafs ; acrofs which, the communication between this ground and 
the fort IS by a ftraight caufeway 2000 yards in length. The town, 
is very extenfive, and its giound^on the farther fide flill to the n. w. 
is bounded by another morafs, which firetches along it fiom the s. w, 
to the N. E. but is flopped by the fand-hills of the fea-fhore^ along 
which IS the only accefs to the town on firm ground; for both mo- 
raffes are miry even in the driefl feafbn, and were fb now, although 
JW) ram had fallen for 40 days. 

Mr. Conflans, with all his tioops, excepting the few guards in 
.the fort. Were encamped in the Pettah for the convenience of water, 

of 


Book XL Masulip ATAM. 

of which there is none m the fort but what is preferv^ in cifterns. 
His ideas of lemaimng heie extended no farthei than this advantage; 
although, 'by flinging up an entienchment aciofs the dry ground 
flora one moiafs to the other, he might have flopped the Englifh 
aimy, to which the fpice with him was equal, being 500 Euro- 
peans and 2000 Sepoys, without the aimy of obfervation, which he 
had notiecalled; and, as foon as the Englifli army appealed, he 
retreated by the' caufleway, into the foit. The tioops of Anunde- 
rauze and of the Zemmdai of Narfipoie encamped in the pettah;, 
the Englifli on the fand to the 1101 th-eafl. 

The French, flnee they took poflfeflion of the Fort in 175^9 had' 
modernized the defences, the walls were mud faced with bucks as 
high as tlie paiapet ; and the three fldes to the well, noith, and eafl, 
contained 11 angular baflions of vaiious fliapes and fizes; before 
w^hich were a palifaded beim, and a wet ditch; but no glacis. The 
fiont to the fouth along the found, from reliance on that defence, 
was left open. TheTaflion next the n. w. fronted the canfeway 
leading to thepettah. in this baflion was the.gateway, and 120 yards 
of the caufeway was converted into a caponiere, which terminated 
ill a flrong ravelin that fcoui ed along the length of the caufeway. 

No legular approaches could be made to the foit, but by an army 
ten times flronger than Colonel Foide’s; for hitheito black troops, 
howfbever numerous, were counted for nothing in the fervice of car- 
rying on trenches. Colonel Forde therefore refblved to attack the 
fort from the fand-hills to the eafl, as the nearefl fhot; and by bat- 
teries detached fiom each othei, without the communication of 
trenches, as little was to be feared fiom the fallies of the befieged. 
The ground had the- advantage, although this circumflance would 
not have determined the choice, of bein^ nearefl to the difembarka- 
tion of the flores and heavy artillery from the Hardwicke, which, , 
^ith the two floops, were in the load. 

Threebatterieswereeredled ; one in afifhms: villao-enear the inward ‘ 
point of the fand 'to the s. w, where it is bordered by the inlet of 
the fea to the fouth, and the wefl by a large creek in the morals 
coming from^ the nortl;!. Four hundred yards to the north of this bat- 
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teiy, and nearer to the edge of the fame cieek, was another, the 
third battery was at an equal diftance loo yaids in the rear of both. 
The batteiy to the north, and that to the iouth, had each two eigh- 
teen and 'two twenty-foui pounders; but in the fouth weie likewile 
the bombaidmg artilleiy, which weie thiee mortals, of 13, nine, 
and eight inches. The batteiy m the center had only two twelve- 
pounders. 

In the s. E. angle of the fort, cldfe on the found, was a badioii 
called the Fran90is, of 10 guns. For fome didance from hence to 
the noith, the want of hard ground had obliged the rampait to re- 
cede in a re-entering angle, m the bottom of which was a woik in 
the form of a demi-lune, having only two faces, without flanks, 
which would have been needleis, fince tlie line of the faces fuffici- 
ehtly flanked the bafliion Fiancois on the right, and that called the 
Saint John on the left. This work was called the Dutch baftion. 
The Saint John had eight guns, and be} ond it in the n, e. angle 
of the fort was the baftion called the Camelion, mounting 10 guns. 
The "foiithein of the Enohfli batteries filed on the Francois and 
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Dutch baflion; the center on Saint John’s; and the noithein oii 
the Gameleon. As foon as their pofition was decided, the gairifon 
raifed a battery on the left fiiore of the inlet as you -enter from the 
fea; which took them all in flank; but as this battery was feparated 
from the fort by the whole breadth of the found, and might be at- 
tacked in the night by the boats of the flnps, the-garrifbn kept a 
conftant guard 111 it of Europeans, befides Sepoys. They Iikewife 
fiationed a flronger guard in the ravelin at the end of the caponiere 
on the other fide of the fort. Befides the immediate fiipeiionty of 
artillery flandmg on their woiks, the gariifon had others' m ftoie, 
mounted ready to replace what might be rendered ufelefs mthe courfe 
^offe'rvice; whereas the Englifh aimy could only 1 eflore'^ the lofs of 
theirs by borrowing the common guns of the Hardwicke, which wei e 
tohehpoundefs,' or the Rajah’s, which' weie good for nothing. 

. The French' army of qbfervation, as foonThe Englifll 'pafled ori- 
"wards from Concale, croflfed the country to Eloie,-'Wher‘e there was 
no garnfon^to oppofe them; and from hence went on tq Rkjahmun'- 
tdtum, where the fick of the aiifiy, m all 25 Europeans, and 40 Sepoys, 

had 





1 


Book XL Masulipatam. 

had been left under the cornmand of Mr. Biiftol, who a few days ^ 
befoi e had received a large lum in gold and fiver, fent from Bengal to 
Vizigapatam, and from hence to him, foi the fervice of the army 
with Colonel Forde. On the approach of the enemy, Briftol fent 
away the tieafuie to Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement' on the coaft'. 
and as foon as they appealed on the iiver, ordered all iuch of his men 
■as wei e capable of the fatigue to go away, and endeavour to gain Vi- 
zagapatam. The enemy marched two days onwards fiom Rajamun- 
dium, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagaium, the ca- 
pital of Anundeiauze, as well as the Enghfh foit at VizagajDatam ; 
but then views were only to extoit money from the chiefs and ren- 
teis, by the feverities they exercifed in the countiy However, find- 
ing they could not colle 61 ; as much as they liient, they returned ; and 
diie6led their march to join the army of Salabadjmg. The daily 
news of their motions terrified the Rajah with appiehenfions for his 
counti les, and no pei fuafions could induce him to advance either his 
credit or money: none remained in the military cheft: Colonel 
Torde had boi rowed all that the officeis undei his command had re- 
alized from the Ijioils of the campaign, and had even ufed the prize- 
money of the tioops; and the interpofition of the Fiench army of 
obfervation piecluded the hopes of receiving what had been fent to 
Mr. Briftol; and by this time, every foldier in the aimy had pei- 
ceived the obftacles which mufl: be furmounted, to i educe the 
fort, which exafjierated the -fenfe of their diftieffes. In thefe 
agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the 19th, 
with their aims, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde, 
wdth much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and 
to depute one 01 two to explain their complaints. The deputies de- 
clared, that all were refolved not to ferve the fiege, unlefs they Were 
immediately paid the amount of the prize-money already due to them, 
and were affured of the whole booty, iil cafe Mafiilipatam fhould be 
taken. According to the Company’s legulations, authorized by the 
Crown, the troops in India are only entitled to^one half of what is 
taken in the foits they reduce; the other half is referved to the 
Company, Colonel Foide promifed to pay them then prize-monej, 

out 


The War of Coromaftdel. Bo'ok XL 

out of the very fiifl he flioiild leceive; and, as he could not bieak 
thiongh the icgnlation, affuied them he would fohcit the Company 
by a 1 epi efeiitatioii of their haidfliips and fei vices, to give up their 
fliaie of what might be taken in Mafulipatam; of which, he fliould 
retain the amount, until then deteimination was known. Thefe 
piomifes appeafed them; and they jetnined to their duty with their 
ufual aidoui. Neverthelefs the batteiies weie not completed till the 
25th, 1 8 days after the ariival of the aimy, during which the fort had 
kept a conftant fiie, which had only killed ll\c men, 

Salabadjing, as he appioached, Lent foiward letters and mef- 
fengeis, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemindais who had 
joined the Enghfli, to quit them, and lepair immediately, as vaf- 
fals to his handaid. On the 27th, advices were received in the 
cam]!, that his army was armed at Bezoaia on the Kriftna, 40 miles 
from Mafuhpatam ; and the fame day came icports, that the French 
army of obfervation had letakeii Rajahmundrum. 

The Rajah, who had for fome da}s been falteiing, was now fo 
teriified, that he maiched away with all his foices the fame night, 
without giving warning, intending to regain his own coimtiy on 
the other fide of the Godaveri; and, notwithftandmg the dilato- 
rinefs of his former motions, he on this occafion advanced 1 6 miles 
before day-break. Colonel Forde fent meffengers aftei him, re- 
pretenting the abfurdity of his condudt, in thinking to etcape the 
numerous cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the Fiench 
army of obfervation, who weie towards Rajahmundrum, on the 
other; whereas, by remaining with the Enghfii tioops his letreaf 
would be aflured, and the redudlion of Mafuhpatam, even now not 
imprafticable. The plain good fenfe of this advice brought him back 
with his army to the Pettah. Colonel Forde, although with little 
hopes, would not negle£l the only means -in his power of amufing 
Salabadjing from advancing to the relief of Mafuhpatam, and-requeft- 
ed his permiffion to fend a deputy to treat, jDrofefiing no other in- 
tention than to take polTeffion of the French garrifons and fadtories 
on the coaft, without afifuming the authority they had held in the 
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inland conntiies. Salabadjiiig confeiited to leceive the deputy, and 
Mr. Johnftoiie was fent to his camj) on the ift of April. 

The thiee battciies continued a hot fiie from the 25th of March 
to the 4th of Apiil. On the 5th, the weather, which had hitherto 
been gentle, changed to a haid gale of wind, with thunder, lightning, 
and immenfe lain, which brought in the fouthern monfoon, with 
the I etui n of fair weathei on the 6th. In the evening the aitillery 
officers reported, that there was no moie than two day’s ammu- 
nition left for the fervice of the batteiies. Intelligence was hkewile 
reccued, that Salabadjing was ad\ancing from Bezoara, and that the 
French army of obfervation, which he had invited, weie veiy neai 
his. It was now no longer poffible foi the Engliffiaimy to retreat 
the long way they had come, as the whole gairifon of Maffilipatam 
and the army of obferv^ation would join the Subah’s in the purfuit. 
However, the camp might embark; foi the flioie at Maffihpatam 
is flill, and the only pai ton the coaft of Coiomandel, on which 
the fea does not beat with a ftrong fuif. But Colonel Forde 
regarded this mode of retieat as intolerable difgrace, and lefolved 
to ftorm the foitj judging, moreover, that the garrifon would 
not fulpe6l the attempt at the very time when the excefs of the 
lain had rendered the appioach o\er the morafs much lefs pradli- 
cable than before. He accoidmgly oideied the fire of the batteries 
to be kept u]i with double vivacity through the next day, and all 
the troops to be under arms at ten at night. 

The ditch of the foit, at the ebb of the tide, which would hap- 
pen at midnight, has only thiee feet water, and having no glacis, 
nothing prevented the immediate accefs. Notwithftanding the gar- 
nfbn had conftantly repaired in the night the damages of the day, 
the hot and continued firing of this day had ruined the baftions fiif- 
ficientl]! to mount ; and each of the three had been equally fired upon, 
to confound the enemy’s guefs of the affault. As no outworks ob- 
flrufled a full view of the body of the place, it was feen fiom the 
batteries, that the two baftions upon the found on the extremities of 
the fort to the s. w. and the s. e. were in barbette, that is, without 
«mbraftires and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for cannon 
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to flic over, which is laicly foui feet high. Fiom the s. w. baftion, 
\vhich was named St. Michael’s, to the next on the w. called tlie 
Saline, the cxtciior gionnd was a miry Avanip of nind, in which 
the ditch that fui rounded the icfl of the foit, could not ha\c been 
continued, but at gicat cxjicncc and laboui, and was left in this 
Fate, bccanfe fuppofed of moic difficult paffage than the ditch itfclF 
Some days bcfoie a black fci\ant of Captain Yoikc’s, who had 'lately 
lived in Mafuhjiatam, told him that he had fomctimcs fecn the 
natives cnijiloycd in the foit wade o\ci the quagmire between the 
two baftions and on this intelligence. Colonel Foidc had pcimitted 
Captain Yoikc and Knox- to examine this pafiage; they took loo 
Scpojs, and placing them in diftcicnt paitics behind one another 
to fuppoit their leticat, went on at midnight, properl) clad to 
the fkin, in oidei to icfemblc black men naked, and cntcicd the 
quagmiic, \\hich the} palled half o\ci, and found it not above knee 
deep, but the mud \ci} tenacious; they leturncd undifcov ered, and 
their leport detei mined Colonel Foidc to tiy an attack on this quar- 
ter at the fame time as the mam alfault; which at lead: would dif- 
tra6l the enemy’s attention. In the fame intention the country 
troops belonging to the Rajah wei c to mai eh along tlie caufeway 
over the morafs, and on each fide of it, and to Ikirmifli againd the: 
reveliii in front of the gateway. 

The battalion of Europeans, reinforced with 30 failors from the 
Hardwicke, all the artillery-men, and half the Sepoys, wcie allotted 
for the real attack, which was to be made on the badion called the 
Cameleon in the N. E. angle of the fort. Their whole number was 
346 Europeans, lank and file; die Sepoys amounted to iaoo; of 
which the other half were allotted to the falfe attack to be Jed 
hy Captain Knox. Each of the three attacks was to be 
ready on their refpe6hve ground before midnight; when, as 
foon as the falfe commenced on the weft fide, die real, .and the 
Rajah’s wefe likewife to begin. As no counter -attempt was 
apprehended, the guard of the camp was left to fome of the 
Rajah’s troops. The attack with Captain Knox having faither 
to go, marched off firft; the main attack was in three divifions, of 
which the Europeans formed two, and the jSepoys the Jaft; 
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but when they weie to move, Caj^tain Callender, who by his lank 
was to lead the hrft divifion of Eni opeans, was not to be found ; 
and aftei much fcaich and enquiiy, the tioops pioceeded without 
him, Cl offing the moiafs fiom the diy giound of fand diie6lly oppo- 
fite to the Cameleon, the baflion they were to ftorm. In the way 
they were joined by the gunncis ci offing the moiafs, likewife from 
the battel les, which for fear of fuipiize they did not quit until the 
laft moment. But befoie the tioops ai lived at the ditch, they hcaid 
the filing of Knox’s attack, vdnch neverthelefs had only begun at 
the appointed time ; on which all maiched as fall as the} could, 
as befoie up to the knees in miie, and m ci offing the ditch, up to 
the middle in water and mud. Heie they weie difcovered jufi: 
before they got to the pallifade on the berm ; and whilfl: the fiilf 
divifion, commanded by Captain Fifchci , were tearing it up, which 
took fe\eial minutes, the enemy gatheied on the breach, and began 
likewife to fire cannon and mulketry from the next baftions, the 
Saint John’s on the light, and that called the fmall-gate on the left* 
The oppofition only cncieafcd the aidour of the affailailts, and whilfi. 
the fiifi: divifion of Euiopeans with Fifcher weie gaming the bieach, 
the fccond, commanded by Yoike, filed np againfi: St. John’s, and 
the divifion of Sepoys led by Macleane againfi; the fmall gate. 
Several weic killed befoie Fifchei’s divifion had mounted, and got 
pofTeffion of the Cameleon; when, having waited until Yoike’s 
came up, they turned and ad\anced along the lampait to the left, 
to get poflefiion of the fmall gate. There was a handy gun, with 
its ammunition, on the Cameleon, which Yoike, on the fuggeftion 
of Captain Moran, who difcovered it, ordered the gunneis to 
turn and fire along the lampart towards the Sound, and in the 
mean time prepared his divifion to follow the' fame diredlion, as 
foon as ,a numbei of Sepo}s fufficient to maintain the bafiion weie 
come up the breach; but, jufi: as he was fetting off, he perceived 
a line of Sepoys coming along in the way below, between 'the foot 
of the rampart and the buildings of the town, they weie fent to 
reinforce the Cameleon from the aifenal neai the Sound, wheie 
Confians continued waiting the event with the grenadier com- 
pany and othei troops, Yorke immecfiately lan down, and feiz- 
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9. ing the Fietich officer at the head of the Sepoys, bid him order them 
to lay down their aims and fnirendei; which they obeyed with 
little reluctance, and weie fent up to the baftion. Yoike, having 
obfeivedthat the way below was fiee fiom inteiruption,^and much 
bioader than the lampait above, lefolved to maich along it, to get 
polTeffion of the left of the defences allotted to his attack ; his divi- 
fion accoidingly came down, excepting a few left with the pri- 
foners, and the artilleiy-men with the gun. The guard of the next 
baftion, St. John’s, had ffieltered themfelves \yithin the angles, fiom 
the infilade of the gun; they weie 20 Europeans, and more Se- 
poys, who, as foon as Yorke’s divifion came under the baftion, ad- 
vanced to the edge of the lampait, fired down upon them, which 
killed feveral and wounded moie, and then cued out, that they 
lyould fuiiender. Yorke generoufly f[Dared the return of their fiie: 
their arms weie gathered, and they weie condudled by a party to 
the Cameleon, wheie the Sepoys weie in leferve, who, reinforced - 
the pai ty, which was pofted to fecure the St. John’s. The di- 
vifion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re- 
ceived the fire of the guard, fcattered indeed, but with equal iniquity 
followed by the immediate offei of ftirrender, which was accepted 
with the fame humanity as before, and the Laftion and men fecured 
by paities from the divifion, and the leferve. Theft interruptions 
had allowed the divifion time to think and expefit more, and many 
ftiewed much unwillmgnefs to go on ; for darknels covers ftiame ,. ; 
howevei, they yielded to the threats and exhortations of Captain 
Yoike ; but had not advanced many paces beyond the Dutch baftion, 
befoi e they pafted a fmall brick building clofe to the rampart, which 
feai or cuiiofity led feme to examine. It was an extenfive magazine' 
of ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, [a mine : this word 
ftruck the whole divifion with terror, and all inftaiitly ran back 
to the Cameleon (the officers accompanying to reclaim them), and 
Captain Yorke, who maiched at the head, was left alone, with only 
two drummeis, who were black boys, beating the grenadiers’ march, 
which they continued; but in vain, for none rejoined Ton which 
Captain Yoike went back, and found all his menan much confufion 
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at the baftioii, fome even propohng to go out of the bleach and 
quit the foit. . Seventy was inftantly neceflaiy, and Yorke, as 
foon as on the baftion, threatened to put the firft man to death who 
offered to come neai the bleach ; on which fome of the foldiers 
who had feived with him in Adlercion’s legiment, and had en- 
lifled in the Company’s feivice, cried out that their commander 
was ill ufed, and offered to follow him whei efoevei he pleafed . 
tlieii number immediately mcieafed to 36, with whom he marched 
off, leaving the reft to follow, as the officers could bring them 
on. The length of this interruption, joined to the preceding, had 
given the Fiench officer at the next baftion, the Francois, which 
ftands on the edge of the Sound, time to get down a gun loaded 
with giape-ftiot and to point it up the way the paity was coming; 
it filed when they weie within a few yards, and with great exe- 
cution, killing feveral and wounding fixteen. Captain Yorke fell, 
With a ball through each of his thigh’s, and -each of tlie black 
drummeis was killed dead at his fide. This' havock,''ho'CveVer, did 
not difcouiage the reft from bunging off 'their Captain, who'm 
they carried to the Cameleon ; and the guards, pofted 111 the St». 
Jean and Dutch baftions, not difmayed, kept their giound, wait- 
ing the event. ^ ' 

During thefe effoits of the left divifion, the light, commanded 
by Captain Fifclier, was advancing fiom the Cameleon to the right, 
but along the rampait. The next, which is the fmall gate, was 
_not'in complete repair; and the Sepoj^s with Macleane were at- 
tempting to Scramble up it, which, with the appioach of Fifcher’s 
divifion, drove the guaid away to the next baftion, called the 
Church-} ard, fiom which they fired continually, but without oidei, 
as the divifion approached ; and when neai, afked quarter, which 
was granted. 

Colonel Forde continued with the leferveon the baftion of St. 
Jean, iffuing the neceffary oiders, according to the reports from both 
divifions. The piifoners as faft as taken Were 111 ought to him thei e; 
and he font them, as- they came, down the breach; into the ditch, 
where they were guarded as well as the night jiermitted by a propei 
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niimbci of Sepoys, threatening at the point of ba}onct to kill the 
hi ft that moved ; but vciy few of them ventnied any diftnrbancc. 
,The Rajah’s troops had foi fome time begun then attack on the 
ia\elin on the caufeway, tind, if nothing moic, with much dm 
and clamoni ; but the fiie of the falfc attack with Captain Knox 
continually diminiflied; as having begun carlici, they had cxjieiid- 
ed moft of then ammunition, although, finding the enemv pre- 
pared m this quaiter, they only filed aciofs without ventuiing to 
pafs the quagmire. Howcvci, this attack kept fome of the gai- 
nfon fiom the moie matenal fcrvice againft the ical, and the Ra- 
jah’s pi evented the guaid at the lavclin fiom icturning into the foit, 
which they ought to have done, as being of little life v ithout the 
walls, ivhilft the body of the place was in inftaiit danger. But the 
fepaiation of the mam attack into two divifions, confounded the 
defence much more than the attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not 
knowing what to do, kept at his houfc near the Sound, continually 
receiving meffages magnifying the danger, and fending orders which 
new repoits continually induced him to contiadicSl. 

The paiade of the fort was under the baftion of the gi cat gate, 
and as this is the ufual place of rendezvous on alarm, moft of the 
troops and officeis wdio remained willing to continue the defence, 
whethei diiven fiom their pofts, or w'anting immediate orders, re- 
paired hither, and had joined the guard of the baftion above, be- 
fore Fifcher’s divifion was ready to advance from that of the 
church-yard. Near loo were affembled, but their fire began be- 
fore the divifion was fufticiently near, which preferved theirs, and 
only giving that of the fiift platoon, ruftied on, and fbon cleared 
the baftion. Fifcher immediately fent down to fecure the gate 
below, which ftiut out the troops on the ravelin, and prevented 
the efcape of any from within. Whilft the divifion was getting into 
order to proceed again, appeared Captain Callender, no one knew 
from whence, and taking the command, marched at their head to- 
wards the next baftion, called the Pettah, from which came fcatter- 
ing fhot, fcarcely moie than one at a time, and the laft that drop- 
ped, fhot Callender dead ; immediately aftei which the fire of the 
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gaiiifoii in all other paits of the fort ceafed, and fooii after came a 
meffage fiom Colonel Forde, ordering Fifcber’s divifion to ceafe 
likewife, as Mr. Conflans had furiendeied. He had fent a mef- 
fage offering to capitulate on honouiable terms; to which Forde 
anfweied, that he would give none, but at difcietion, nor even 
this ; but would put every man to the fword, if all did not inflantly 
funender. 

On the return of the ofHcei, Mr. Conflans fent ordeis lound for 
the tioops to quit their aims, and repair to his quarters at the 
arfenal, which is a fpacious enclofure. As foon as all was quiet, 
the Enghfh tioops affembled on the parade, under the baftion of 
the gate-way ; and loo Europeans, with two guns, and two com- 
panies of Sepoys, were detached to remain on guard over the pii- 
loneis until the moining; when, whatfoever troops weie at the 
'lavelm, and the battery at the inlet, and had not efcaped, came 
into the fort, to become pnfoners with the left of the garnfon. 
The whole number exceeded the aflailants, being 50D Europeans ; 
of whom too were cither officeis or mhabitants of better condition, 
and 2537 either Cofli'ees, Topafles, or Sepoys. Of the aflailants, 
22 Europeans were killed, amongftthem the Captains Callendei and 
Molhtore, and 62 wounded. Of the Sepoys, who behaved with 
equal gallantly as the Europeans, as well in the real, as at the falfe 
attacks, 50 weie killed, 'and 150 wounded. The Rajah’s people 
likewife luffered more than was expefted from them; but nothing 
in proportion to the Englifh troops. The fort was- furnifhed with 
1 20 pieces of cannon, and abundance of militaiy flores. The plun- 
der of other effedts was likewife valuable; and all that was noi. 
merchandize Was given back to the pnfoners ; half the reft was di- 
vided amongfl: the Englifh army, and the other half i.elervcd or 
them according to the promife they had received. 

The improbability of the attempt was the principal caufe of its 
fuccefs, for the garnfon- from the begirmmg had -regarded the fiege 
with mockery, and, being in daily expeftation of the ariival of a body 
of troops which' were coming by fea from Pondicherry, had con- 
certed, that the army of obfeivation, joined by this reinforcement, 
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and agieat detachment, if not the whole of Salabadjing’s aimy, 
IIio\dcl then furioiind and attack the Enghfli aimy, which they ic- 
piefented to themfelves as involved in impending and inevitable dc- 
ftiuflion; and indeed, if thefe efforts had been made by Salabad- 
jing’s aimy, and the Fiench troops abioad, without waiting foi the 
rein foi cement, the Enghfli army could not haie kept their ground, 
flnee the Rajah, with all his troops, would ceitamly have run aivay, 
and the enemy’s hoife, amongfl: whom \Weic many Moiattoes, would 
have cut off all provifions, and haiiaflcd cveiy motion: noi could 
they have, made the cmbaikation, to cfcape by fea, without ahandon- 
ing all the ftoies and aitillery 

The minifliiy of Salabadjing wcic therefore not moic furpnzed, 
than vexed, at the lofs of the place, bccaufe, confcious that it might 
have been pi e\ ented by the 'a6li\ity they had negledled to exert. 
They held councils with the Fiench commandei of the aimy of ob- 
fervation, and determined flill to wait for the reinforcement ; when 
they expedled at leafl; to reduce the Enghfli to compound for their 
retreat by the furiender of Mafuhpatam, The Rajah Anunderauze, 
divining what might happen, propofed to return to his own country, 
as foon as the place was taken ; and Colonel Forde, from utter 
eonteiiipt of his charaflcr, made no objc£tions to his dcpartuic ; he 
maiched away with all the Indian forces on the 12th, to regain the 
Codaveri; and, by hafty marches, was, m two dajs, out of the 
reach of puifuit. 

Early 111 the morning of the 1 5th appeared two fliips, flandiiig 
into the load, under French colours. The commander of the 
Haidwickc, Samfon, was afliore embarking piifoncrs, of whom he 
had already received 40 onboard: but his biothei, who was the 
chief mate, immediately w^eighed, and got to windward of the 
Rrange fliips; on wdiich the laigefl: anchored m the road, as did the 
Hardwicke at a diftance; but the other ftill plying up, the Hard- 
wicke weighed again, as did the largeft fliip, and the Wind having 
'changed, both of the enemy’s bore down, wnth a fair fail; in the 
mean time, Captain Samfon, with 'eight gunners lent from the aimy, 
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got on board, and det6i mining not to iiin, before he had tried the 
ilrength of the fliips, waited to exchange a bioadlidej which difcover- 
ing them to be ftontei than his own, he again hauled the wind, and 
working more dextcioufly got again out of their i each, but con- 
tinued in the offing. The two Fiench fhips anchoied again m the 
road, and m the night fent a catamaian, which they had brought 
with them, on flioie, with Ictteis to Mr. Conflans, fignifying, that 
they were the Hailem and Briftol fi om Pondicherry, with 300 
tioops Europeans and Topafles, befides the ciews . they were the aid 
of which advices had been leceived befoie. No anfwcr being re- 
turned, they lufpedted the lofs of the place, and eaily tlie next morn- 
ing flood out again aflei the Haidwicke, which bore away for 
Bengal, and before noon all thiee weie out of light. 

The army ;of Salabadjing was at this time within 15 miles of 
Mafulipatatn; and imagining, that the Fiench flnps would return 
to land the troops, fent forwaid all the Moiattoes towards the fliore. 
Colonel Foide, notwithflanding the great number of piifoners which 
were to be guarded, divided his force, and leaving half in the fort to 
take care of them, encamped with the other on the giound he had 
oOcupied befoie. This countenance kept the'Morattoes out of can- 
non-fliot, but they burnt and flew all around for feveial days; when 
Salabadjing, feeing no probability of letakmg Maflihpatam, began 
to treat in earnefl; and Colonel Forde went to Ins camp, and was re- 
ceived with much attention. 

But another motive of equal weight concurred to induce this 
change in Salabadjmg’s dilpofition towards the Englifh, Some ac- 
count of the aflaffination of Mr. Buflj^’s Duan, and of Nizamally’s 
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal befoie the depaiture of the 
prefent expedition; and Clive, judging that the atiocity of the in- 
jury which Nizamally had committed would cany his deteflatioii 
of the Fiench nation beyond the reach or wiffi of reconciliation,, 
wiote letters to him, rcquefling his affiflance to the army with 
Colonel Forde in exterminating the French out of the piovinces they 
had diflnembered from the foveieignty of the Decan. Colonel Forde. 
difpatched thefe letters, with his own to the fame puipoit, and Ni- 
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carnally had leceived them- whethei they contiibutcd to influence his 
immediate opeiations vve aie iinceitain; but as fbon as he was certi- 
fied that Salabadjing was maichmg againfl: the Englifli army to 
Mafuhpatam, he took the field with his own from Anicngabad, 
advancing towards Hydciabad, and giving out, that he intended to 
icfoim the admimflration. The news of his intentions, which pre- 
ceded the advices of his maich, alaimed Salabadjing foi thc^jirefei- 
vation of Hydeiabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return 
thither as fbon as poflible, but dclhous of being accompanied by a 
body of Enghfii tioops; fearing, lint if he entertained the Fiench 
aimy of obfenatioii, all lecouciliation with his bi other Nizamally 
would be precluded. Nc\eithclcfs the influence which the com- 
maiidei of thelc tioops had gained over his brother Baffiilutjung, 
who managed the moft impoitant affaiis of the govcinment, de- 
layed the execution of his tieaty with Colonel Foide until the 12th 
of May, on which day it vas figned, and dehveicd. 

The treaty confifred of four ai tides. By tbefiifl:; The whole 
teriitory dependant on Mafuhpatam, with eight diffnds, as well 
as the jurifdidion over the territory of Mizaraapatam, with the 
diftrids of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Enghfii 
Without the lefeive of fine or mihtai Y fervicc. By the fecond article, 
Salabadjing promifcd to oblige thcFicnch troops, meaning the army 
of obfervation, to pafs the Kriftna in 15 days; nor, in future, to 
permit the nation to have an) fettlement in the country of the Decan, 
which this ticaty defines to be bounded on the fouth, by the Knfina; 
noi to entertain any French tioops in his fervicc, nor to give them 
aflifliance, or ever call them again to his own. By the third, he 
promifed not to call Anunderauze to account for whatfoever he had 
colleded out of the governments belonging to the French, nor for 
the tributes of his own countries for the prefent year ; but he was 
hereafter to pay the fame for them as had been paid by Vizeiam- 
rauze, and the father of Vizeiamrauze. If Anunderauze failed in 
this ftipulation, Salabadjing was left free to treat him ashepleafed: 
but in all cafes was neither to aflifi:, or give protedion to the 
enemies of the Enghfh; and by the 4th article, the Enghfii engage 
neither to affift, or give protedion to his. The territory ceded to 
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the company extfended 8o miles along the fea, and 20 inland, and 
the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a yeai . 

As foon as the treaty was figned, Salabadjing offered Colonel 
Forde a diffn6l near Mafulipatam, as a jaghire or penlion for him- 
felf, if he would accomjDany him with part of the Englifli troops 
againft his hi other Nizamally. Colonel Forde, with as much ear- 
neffnefs, lequeffed his afliffance to take 01 deffroy the French arm}^ 
of obfervation, who weie encamped in the neighboui hood, avowedly 
under the pi oteflion of BafTanlet Jung. Neithei fide had the leaff 
inciination to gratify the other, and Salabadjing on the i8th 
marched away in much difgufi: with the Englifh, to whom he had 
confirmed, without any leciprocal benefit, the mofi: advantageous 
acquifition of its extent, they could wifh to gam, with the view of \ 
maintaining, on the whole coafi; of Coromandel fiom Ganjani to | 
Cape Comorin. The body of French troops crofiTed the Kriffna, ^ 
but maiched to the weffward, in confequence of afifurances from 
Bafifaulet Jung to take them into his fervice, when he fihoilld return 
from Hyderabad to his own government of Adoni.’ The Prefi- 
dency ofMadrafs confidered Mafulipatam as dependant'on theii au- 
thoiity, and appointed Mr. 'Andrews, with a council, to manage , 
the revenue and tiade . and Colonel Forde lemained there with the 
troops, in expeflation of orders for his future pioceedmgs from the 
Prefidency of Bengal, ^ / 

Mr. Tally, with the French army, was in full maich after the 
Englifh, when he received the news at Ti ivatore that they had taken 
Conjeveram, on which he lialted ; but fent forward the paitizan Lam* 
hen, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the aimy, 
who polled themfelves feven miles fiom the Englifh, in the road to 
Arcot, in order to prevent the mcurfions of their cavalry into thofe 
diflii£ls; but the Englifh army had no intention to ravage a country 
they intended to recover. Lambert’s paity confifled of 300 either 
Topaffes or Euiopcans, unfit for the regular battalions, about 700 
Sepoys, and 200 horfe. They had been' detached whilfl the two 
armies feme time befoie were facing one another at Conjeveram, to 
retaliate on Kiflnaiow, the Killidar of Thiagar, the lavages he 
VoL. II. ^ ' 3R had 
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Tiad committed la the adjacencies of Pondiclieirj, and to ictakc the 
foits which he and Mahomed IfToof had i educed whiltl the Fiench 
a I my weie pieparing on the othei fide of the Pcdiai to attack 
Madiafs. In the middle of Match, he fet do\\;^i licfore Elavaiia- 
fote, which Kiflnaipw, Icaiing his toclc of Tlnagai, rcfolvcd to 
defend in peifon; continual Ikiimiflics ])nnid between them for 
tea clajs, when Lambeit, feeing no probabilify of taking the 
place without battciing cannon, of which he had mne, maiched 
away, and fet down bcfoic Ti ivatoie; whcic likewifc \vcic feme 
Sepoys left by Mahomed Illoof, and jfomc of Killiiai ow’s, who weiQ 
very near fnriendcring, when Lambeit, with his whole detach- 
ment, was lecalled to the mam army; which on the ipth advanced 
to Covrepauk, W'heie they took up their quaiteis, ftill keeping 
Lambert’s party between them and the Englifli, which continued 
at Conjeveram, and threw up icdoubts m their front, and on their 
flanks. 

Soon after the detachment of Gopauliow’s hlorattocs had taken 
poffeffion of Tnpetti, he received oiders from Balagerow at Pom, 
to return and join him thcie without dela) ; left he Ihould be 
flopped by the floods of the Kriflna, which fwells in May. He ac- 
cordingly recalled all his paities, excepting a fmall detachment 
left to guaid Tnpetti, under the command of an officer named 
Nail am Saufliy, and the mam body marched aw'ay from the paffes 
of Damalchern, m the beginning of Apnl. At the fame time, 
Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s bi other, was peimitted to return, witli> 
his tioops, to Chandeigeiry; fi om whence he fent them agamfl 
Tiipetty, of w'hich they got pofTeffion after a flight refinance: 
he then requeued the Piefidency to giant him the farm of the pa- 
goda; but as his lank exempted him fiora controul, the Piefi- 
dency let it to the fame lenters as were holding it when taken by 
the French, by whom they had like wife been continued in the- 
management. 

Thiee companies of Sepoys fent from Tritchinopoly joined Kiftna- 
iQW foon after Lambert’s party ivas i ecalled from the fbuth, with whom 
and his own tioops Kiflnaiow immediately took the field again, and 

ravaged 
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lava'Ted as far as Tiivacb, within 14 'miles of Pondichciiy, and 

O 

fioin thence to Cuddaloie, wdieie, fince the ledudlion of Foit St. 
David, tlie Fiench kept a gaiiilon. Some bad tioops weie fent 
fiom both, and the adjacent diftiidls, to oppofe him, and ha\mg 
amongfl them 30 Europeans, and he none, excepting the lerjeants 
of the Sepoys, the encni}' atiacked him with confidence, and weie 
decifivelv beaten Ten of then Eiuo])tans, and a great number of 
their countiv troops, weie killed Of the Enghdi Sepo}'S 30, and 
nine of Kiftnarow’s people, but the enemy left behind them 
three pieces of cannon, a tumbiil, and 30 barrels of ammunition, 
which he earned away in triumph to Thiagai ; and fiom thence 
lent back the Enghlli Sepoys to Tntchmopoly. This fuccefs was 
gained 111 the beginning of May. 

A few' da\s after the ledudlion of Conjeveiam, intelligence was 
received, that the gaiiifoii of Sepoys at Palamcotah, in the country 
of Timvelly, had ventured to Hand an engagement in the field' 
agaiiiH hiaphiizc Khan and the Pulita^er, joined by moH of the other 
Polygars, and, although the enemy quitted the field, lb many of 
the Sepo}S W'eie killed and w'ounded, that the gariifon could no 
longer appear out of the fort. It had befoieTeen lefolved to fend 
Mahomed IlToof into the Ibuthern countiies, as foon as the 'army in 
the field could be diminilhed without lifque; of which, the caution 
of the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of Ikir- 
milhes, and the departure of the Morattoes wath Gopaulrow, wTo 
might have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions. The 
tioops of Tanjore and Tondiman were theiefore oidered to return, 
with Mahomed IfiToofs detachment, and the w'hole body W'ere to pafs 
by Vicravandi and Trivadi, in order to aflift Kiftnaiovv in ravaging 
the French diftrifls in the way. They fet out together on the 26th 
of April the detachment with Mahomed Ilfoof w'as fix ,compames 
of Sepoys, 60 of the hoife, and fix of the Euiopean gunners he 
bi ought with Fira, and two field-pieces the^ Tanjoimes w'ere 300 
hoife, and Tondiman’s troops 250, with 1100 Colleries. After the 
firH day’s maich, 'the troops of Tanjore and T-ondiman declared 
they wmuld not expofe themlelves to the rifque of pafling through 
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the enemy’s diftiifts, nor of ci offing the Colerooii near them. Ma- 
homed ifibof, impatient to arrive at his deftmation, yielded to, if 
lie did not ffiggeti, their regugnance, and conffinted to go the way 
they chofe. Accordingly, they all quitted the ftraight road to the 
fouth, and ftriking to the weft, pafted by Ainee, and enteied the 
mouiltains about nine miles fouth of Veloie then continuing: 
along the valley of Vaniambady, they came out at another pafs 
neai' Tricaloie, and burning feven oi eight villages undei the foit 
which were held by the French renteis, they arrived at Thiagar 
on the 8 th of May, where Kiftnarow was returned from his ex- 
cuihon to Trivadi. The Tanjoiines and Tondimans, thinking the 
reft of the country from Thiagar fafe, pioceeded homo moie like 
tiavellers than troops: but Mahomed Iflbof’s detachment mai ched 
on in regular order to Tritchmopoly, where they arrived on the 
J4th^ and, on the i6th, having taken leave of the Nabob, he con- 
tinued his march to Madui a. 

Nothing could teftify more confidence than the difmiffion of 
fuch a number of troops in the face of the enemy. Their diftrefles 
for every kind of fiipply, and for want even of then pay, after they 
a-rrived at Covrepauk, deferred Mr. Tally from truftmg their good- 
will- in adlion, until he could fatisfy their complaints. For this- 
purpofe, he went to Arcot, and, having detedled various fiauds im 
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who farmed the diftridls, 
fineddiim 40,000 rupees; and he received 10,000 from Mortizally 
of Veloie, with the promife of fome provifions, to refiam from 
moleftmg his domain. But before he had'procuied thefe aids, he 
received news, that the Englifti fquadron, confifting of nine fail of 
the line, and three frigates, had arrived oh the z8th of Apiil at 
Negapatam, from Bombay. Their appearance, whilft'the French 
army was at fuch a diftance, alarmed the gariifon at Kaiical, and 
even Pondicheriy itfelf; but not Mr. Tally, who, on the contrary,, 
thought it requifite to ffiew better countenance, and, having fatis- 
fied immediate wants with the money he had obtained, marched 
on the 6th of May wifhuthe whole aimy from Covrepauk, and en- 
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camped tlic next day at Balchitty’s choultry, fevcn miles to the 
weft of Conjeveratn. The fituation they chofe was ftrong, and 
the country being quite level, the advanced guards 'of the two 
aimies weie m fight of each othei. 

An exchange of prifoneis had been fomc time befoie agieed on,, 
and loo of thofe taken at Fort St. David ariived at Chmglapet 
from Pondicheriy on the 6th, which enabled the Piefidency of Ma- 
drals to reinfoice then aimy with that number, although of other 
Eiuopeans; but the French could not immediately leceivean equal 
advantage, becaufe then piifoncrs were releafed fiom Tntchinopoly, 
and had to march from thence to Pondicheriy. Colonel Bieieton fell 
at this time dangcioufly ill, and with much regiet was obliged to be 
cairied into Madiafs, wlien the command devolved to Colonel Mon- 
fon, the next officer in tlie king’s legiment, who immediately made 
preparations, and on thice fiicceffive days, from the 12th to the 
15th, drew the army out of the hues, offeiing the enemy battle in 
the plain; but the giound of then encampment was too Ifiong to 
be attacked by an equal foice. By this time, the refources of money 
and provifions which Mr. Tally had lately piocnred were neaily ex-- 
haufled, and the foldleiy renewed tlieir complaints, which mofl of 
the officeis, fiom perfonal hatied to himfelf, weie little fohcitous- 
to icpicfs. Knmving their difcontent, he w'ould not ventuie the 
battle he otherwife wifiied, (for he W'as always brave and impetuous, 
and had 2000 Europeans in the field,) befoic he had tried ho'w fai 
their prejudices might influence then duty: and made fcveral mo- 
tions, tending to no great confcquencc, which convinced him, that, 
in their pi efent mood, they would not fight with ardour under his 
command. The Englifh ai*my, ignoiant of the motives, v/eie much- 
fuiprized to fee the wdiolc of the Fiench quitting their encamp- 
ment on the 15th, and in maich towards Tiivatore. Fiom hence 
they were difpofcd into different cantonments. Parties v eie fent to 
Arcot, Coviepaiik, and Caiangoly, 200 Europeans to Chittapet, 400 
with the field aitilleiy to Vandiwafli; 1200, wnth 100 European 
hoife, marched to Pondicheirjq whither Mr. Tally likewife went,. 

refolved > 
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refoi^'ccl-not to meet the EngliHi agiun mi force, until the arrival of 
the Fiencli fquachon, which was clail} cxjieftcd with icinforceincnto. 
•On the 28th, the EnghUi aimy was diltiibiitcci into caiitonii.ents 
at Chinglapet, Conjeveiam, SliecPcrmadoie, and Muflcwack, which, 
with the foitb of Pondamalee a.id 'J iiparibic, foimed a baincrfiom 
the in cr Palm to Piilicatc. 1 he Fiench hacP fomc time bcfoie 
withdiawn their tioops fiom !:7adiafs, and leiloicd the toit and toAii 
to the Dutch. 

-Thus ended this campaign, after it had laded 100 da^s, duiing 
which of 8 01 10,000 men in arms, not f\c wcie killed But the 
piincipal objc6t of both fides n as to jiiotcfl then rcfjicdnc tciiicoi}, 
and not to idk an engagement witliout jioftivc advantage, ^vhlch 
neithei gave. 

Ml. Tally earned with him to Pondichciiy mnie icfcntment than 
ever againft the govcinor, the council, and all who vvcie empioved 
in the civil adminidration of the comj}an)’s altairs; imputing to 
their malveifations all the obdaclcs and impediments which ob- 
ftrubled the iuccefs of his arms. The council, he alledgcd, icceivcd 
pretents from the lenteis of all the didnfls, who, emboldened by 
tlie knowledge of their peculations, continually evaded the regular 
payments, or infided on remiffions in the terms of their Icafes . and 
whilfl the public treafuiy was thus dilappointcd or defrauded of its 
incomes, its itfucs he infided were fquandered with equal prodiga- 
lity, becaufe the council and their dependants held Iharcs in all the 
lujiplies for the public ferv ice, whethei in the camp 01 city. Some- 
thing of thete accufations might be true; but hlr. Dc Leyrit, the 
governor, v/as a rnan of diftinguiflied moderation and equit}- ; and 
other members of the council were hkewife men of woith, fupeiior 
to Jflich pra6lices ; but all who were not, fheltercd their own cha- 
radters under the public difbelief of the calumnies againft thofe wTo 
v/ere guiltlefs of the delinquencies imputed to them : and all know- 
ing Mr. Tally’s averfion to Mi. Bufty, who had remained ill at 
Pondicherry ftnee the fiege of Madrafs, paid particular court to his 
peifon and charadlei, and continually expieffed their regiets at the 
inGlifcretjon of the mimftry in France appointing Mr. Tally to the 
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fuprcme command in India, when 'they had it in their power to 
have employed an officer of fuch approved and fuceefsful fei vices as. 
Mr. BufTy. 

-As Toon as the main body of the French army arrived at Pondi-. 
cherry, 6o Europeans were fent to Karical ; agamil which place, 
fiom its diftance and htuation on the fea-ffiore, although a legular 
fortification, Mr. Lally alwa}'S apprehended a defeent from the Eng- 
liffi fquadron. Another part}' was prepaied to attack Kiftnaiow, 
whofe ravages had greatly impaired the i evenues expedled from the 
adjacent diftri£ls ; but did not take the field until the 24th, which 
• gave time to Captain Jofeph Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to fend three 
companies of Sepoys, under the command of Hunterman, the fer- 
- jeant-major of the gairifon, who ai rived at Thiagar before the 
French paity; which theieiipon leturned toTiivadi: where they 
remained waiting for detachments until they were fi: 1 engtheiied to- 
200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 4a HulTars, 500 black hoife, and 
eight guns, and were hkewife joined by the matchlocks and peons 
of the French diErifts i when, by forced marches, they fuddeiily in-' 
veiled Elavanafore on the 5th of July , and took it by afifault on the 
nth. Killnarow himfelf was 111. Thiagar; his gallantry, and the 
importance of the place, which protevSled all the diftridls fouthwaid. 
towaid Tritchinopoly, detei mined Captain Smith to make an effort, 
for their piefervation, which the ftrength of his gariifon could 
ill affoid. Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies - 
of Sepoys, maiched under the command of Lieutenant Raillard, a 
Swifs,- and befoie they reached Volcondah weie j’oined by 1000 
horle, which the Nabob had levied fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, 
intending to employ them in tlie Madura and Tinivelly countiies, . 
which he expedled would have been left to his management. Kift- 
narow, on hearing of the march' of Raillard’s detachment, came out 
of Thiagar with all his horfe, and fome Sepoys, in the night of' 
the i2lh, and the next day joined him at Volcondah. Serjeant. 
Hunterman, with the reft of the three companies of Sepoys he had > 
brought, and what foot Kiftnaiow ufually kept in Thiagar, re-- 
mainedffo defend it, until his return with the reinfoi cement. At, 
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break of day on the 14th, -the whole body of the French tioops, 
now commanded by the Vifcount Fumel, who had made ai forced 
march in the night from Elavanafoie, appealed befoie the pettah at 
the bottom of the rock, and mveftmg it on every fide on .the plain, 
btoiight two guns againft the ^two oppofite gates on the north and 
ibiith, and diJpofed two parties to efcalade in other places. The 
light was every where lliarp ; both the efcalades and the attack on 
the north gate were repulfed ; but after two hours, the enemy forced 
the othei, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman, 
dull unwilling to give up, had nearly been cut off in his retreat to 
the gateway of the paffage leading up to the fort above, which he 
Jiowever gained, having loft one-third of his Sepoys ; but the enemy 
moie, having 200 of theirs, and 30 Europeans killed and wound- 
ed. They had fcarcely dilj^ofed then guaids, when their fcouts 
brought word, that the troops with Ralliard and Kiftnarow were 
approaching, and w^ie witftin a few miles ; on which Fumel, with 
the impetuoftty of his nation on fticcefs, marched out with moft of 
the troops, but without the field-pieces; and met the Enghfh, who 
were advancing faft on the plain within two miles 'fiom the fort. 
Ralliaid, thinking the advantage of his two field-pieces greatei than 
it Teally was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemy ftood ; 
and, inftead of coming on ' as 'Ralliard expedted, waited till then- 
own, which wei e five, came up, when they fired amongft the Na- 
bob’s cavahy, and knocked down feveral; on which the wholo of 
this daftardly body went off, and left the infantry unflanked. Ral- 
liard and Kiftnarow were in this inftant riding towards the cavalry, 
to lead them up to the enemy’s; and, huriied by vexation, followed 
in hopes of 1 allying them, and left the infantry without command ; - 
againft whom the enemy, feeing the horfe going off, advanced to 
the pufh of bayonet. There was, not far in the rear of the fenglifh 
line, a village, in which the oxen with the ammunition and the ftores 
were waiting ; and the gunners, thinking it a fafe ftation to fecure 
the field-pieces, turned, and began to draw them off as faft as they 
•could, thinking they fhould be covered by the reft of the infantiy; 
who, confufed by thefe various appearances of terror m others, took 
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]5aiiic themfelves, and broke, befoie the enemy’s Europeans weie at 
then breads; and all inllantly fell undei the fabres of their black 
cavalry : meanwhile the exhoi tations of Ralliaid and Kiftnaiow weie 
■^'am to retain the Nabob’s, who w^’ent off on the full gallop in the 
road to Tiitchmopoly.’ All the Euiopeans were killed, or made pri- 
foneis; all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and fuffeied more, 
as the enemy did not think them woith taking, and only 200 of them 
got back to Tiitchmopoly. Kiftnaiow, feeing all' loft, followed the 
Nabob’s cavalr) ; Ralliard rode back to the enemy, difcharged his 
piftols at the hi ft he met, and then galloped out of their reach. He 
was afterwards found dead five miles fiom the field of adtion; his 
head and bieaft bruifed with violent ftiokes of his piftol, under which 
he IS fuppofed, as he had neither caitridges nor fword, to have ex- 
piied, and to have mflidled this levere, but needlefs execution on 
himlelf, to avoid the difgiace of his defeat. The enemy returned to 
Thiagar, and fummoned Kiftnarow’s officer m the upper fort to ftir- 
rendei, who, encouiaged by Seijeant Hunterman, lefufed; which 
obliged them to fend to Chittapet and Vandiwalh, for three moi tars, 
and more Euiopeans. Thej^ fiied aiKkbombai ded the rock until the 
25th,* when Hunterman, having neaily expended all the ammuni- 
tion, cajiitulated to 600 Euiopeans, and obtained’ honourable terms 
for the whole garrifon, Kiftnaiow’s people as well as the Enghfli 
Sepoys; all being permitted to maich away with their arms, their 
peifons without feaich, their baggage on oxen, and under an elcort 
of French troops to the diftance they chofe. the artillery only ex- 
cepted. The gallantly of Hunterman was rewarded with an Enfign’s 
commifiron. 

Nothing of confequence had palled between the two armies fince 
they went into cantonments, except lecipiocal excui lions of fmall 
paities to drive off cattle, of which the Eiiglilli colledled 5 01 6000, 
The French gaiiilbn m the fort of Aicot confifted of 60 Europeans 
and fix companies of Sepoys: and being as ill paid as the reft of the. 
troops, the Sepoys made oveituies to Colonel Monlbn, proffering 
to deliver up the fort foi a lewaid in money. At the lame time, the 
Kellidar of Co\repauk, in which weie onl} ten Europeans, and he 
VoL. 11 . ■ 3 S of 
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ofTimeiy, vTo had none, offered likewife to fell their forts. Ti- 
rneiY, from its diftance, was not deemed worth the pnrchafe; but 
the reputation of Arcot, and the communication Avith it by Covre- 
pauk, induced the Prefidency to accept the terms of thefe foi ts, al- 
though coftly. But the Sepoys at Arcot, M^hen the day of execu- 
tion approached, confeffed that they could not fucceed; and a few 
da}s after 200 Euiopeans wcie feiit into the fort from Vandiwafli, 
but not, as it fcemed, from any fufpicion of the plot. Howevei, 
then march flopped the baigain with Co\iepauk. 

iSiirraiii Sauftry, the Moiattoe officei, whom Abdulwahab had 
driven fiom Tiipetty, took up liis lefidence in - Caicambaddy, a 
town in the hills, 1 5 miles diflant, belonging to a petty Polygai, fub- 
je£l to a greater called the Matlaver, with whole affiftance be raifed 
forces, moflly flich as were to be found in thofe wilds ; and in the 
iiight of the 30th of June, by a bye-path in the mountain of Til- 
petty, got poffeffion of the temple on the fummit. The’ troops 
maintained by the renter, and two companies of Seiio}s with Enfign 
Wilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path' 
of the pilgiims to the pagoda. Nan am Sauftiy therefoie waited for 
another foice, which the Matlaver was to fend; when one from tlie 
rock, and the other from the plain, weie to furpiize the toun. 
'fhey accordingly made the attack on the 9th of July at four in the 
morning; and, after fkirmifliing an houi, weie beaten oE, with the 
lofs of 20 men killed and wounded; but the Morattoes Eill kept 
poffeffion of the pagoda. A few da) s aftei, the town was lein- 
foiced by the Prefidency of Madrafs, with three companies of Sepoys, 
15 Euiopeans, and a fmall gun. None but Indians, and they of 
the bcttei caffs, are pei mitted to afeend the hill on whicTi the pagoda 
ffancls; for the Biamins pietend, that if the fummit fliould be 
tiodclen by foi bidden feet, all the virtue of the pagoda m the le- 
miffionof fins would beloff, until reftored by an immenfe purification. 
Not apprized of this creed, the Sepoys fent by the Piefidency weie 
as ufual a mixture of Mahomedans and various caffs of Indians, fo 
that out of the fix hundred, only 80 were worthy to mount to the 
aff.iiilt : and the Europeans were utterly excluded. The renter 
^ nevcrthclcfs 
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neverthelefs, with the 8o Sepoys, and his peons rdid matclilocks, 
in all not exceeding 500 men, ventured to attack the enem) in pof- 
feffion of the pagoda, and was lepulfed with lofs, but the blood died 
in the attack did not unfandlify the pagoda. 

> In the latter pait of June, three of the ufual fliips arrived from 
England, with 200 reciuits, fent by the Company; and brought 
intelligence, that the 84th regiment of 1000 men, in the king’s 
fervice, were coming in othei fliips, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have feen ferving 
in Bengal with the rank of Major; he was 'appointed to the com- 
mand of the Company’s tioops in Bengal; but with peimiffion to 
flop and feiwe with his regiment, if more neceffaiy, on the coafl of 
Coromandel. The latisfadlion aiihng from this intelligence was in 
fome meaffiie impaired by a lefolution of the Court of ffire6lois; 
who, dazzled by the wealth acquired in Bengal fiom the revolution of 
Plaffy, and, by 1 eprefentations of its fufficiency to fupply their other 
prelidencies, had determined to fend no more tieafure to any of them 
until the year 1760; but for every reafon this intelligence was kept 
within the council. 

At this time hkewife,, 200 Englilh prifoners weie leceived from 
Pondicheriy, in exchange for the fame numbei of French releafed 
at Tntchmopoly; but more jhan one half of the Englifli were fea* 
men, taken in the frigates fti anded at St David’s, and other veiTels ; 
who were immediately fent away to the fquadron, which was cruiz- 
ing to the Ibuthward. However, thefe additions to the army enabled 
the Piefidency to extend then attention to objects they had been 
obliged to neglect, in older to make head in the adjacencies of 
Madrafs . and 90 Europeans, of whom 20 were invalids, and the 
others not the bell: men, were fent to Tntchmopoly, jiroceeding by 
fea to Negapatam, and fiom thence through the countiy of 
Tanjore. 

Three companies of Sepoys had been fent to bung away as many 
of the Flench piifoneis as they could -guard from Mafulipatam. 
As the fea was advei fe, they maiched by land, and were joined on 
the road by 100 horfe of Nazeabulia’s, fiom Nelore. They ai lived at 
. _ . 3 s 2 ' , Malulipatam 
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Maflilipatam on the ift of June, and on the 15th began then march 
back v/ith 200 of the prifoneis; but on the 3d day weie recalled by 
Colonel Forde, 111 confequence of intelligence which threatened their 
farther progrefs with danger. 

The Subah Salabadjing, on his return from Maluhpatam, halted 
within foul days of Hydeiabad, and commenced a negotiation with 
his bi other Nizamally. An inteiview enfued, which was followed 
by a reconciliation, and concluded by the rehoration of Nizamally - 
to the fame extenfive poweis in the government of the Decan, 
which had excited the apprehenfions of Mr. and the rnoital 

liatred of both to each other, in the beginning of the preced- 
ing ’^ear. This revolution in the admimftration deprived BaF 
faulet Jung, the other bi other, of all his power; which had been con- 
fiderable as Duan, and little controled by the indolence of Sala- 
badjing. He theiefore marched away in feeming dilguft with his 
brothers; but with mofl againft the ableft; and took with him the 
troops which had formed Conflans’ aimy of obfeivation. They were 
200 Europeans, and the 2000 Sepoys under the command of Zul- 
facar Jung his own were 1 500 good horfe, and 5000 foot of va- 
■Yious foits, with a tiain of heavy artillery. They recrolfed the" 
Kiiftna, fummoning acknowledgments, and plundering the coun- 
tiy; and when Bonjour’s detachment, fet out from Mafiilipatam, 
weie arrived at Condavire, within- 50 miles of the road of his march. 
Fiom hence, Balfaulut Jung, and his principal officers, fent forward 
threatening letters to Nazeabulla at Nelore, and the three greater 
Polygars, as well as all the leffer ones along the Pennar, oideiing 
them to account fot their ffiares of the tribute with the arrears, due 
to the throne through the officiality of the Subah of the Decan, 
by whom Baffaulet Jung pretended he was commiffioned to call them 
to account; and, as a more effedlual terror, gave out, that he ffiould 
pafs thiough then countries, in order to join the French at Arcot. 
The ftyle of his letters, and ftill more his approach, had deterred 
Nazeabulla, as well as the northern Polygars, fiom giving any affif- 
tance to the Enghffi in recovering the mountain of Tripetti; 
although all applied to Madrafs for affiflance to defend themfelves'. 
This conftei nation was ffiong, when the rentei was lepul/ed in the 

attack 
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attack of the mountain ; and, on the news of his ill luccefs, 200 
of the black horfe, with three companies of Sepoys, were /ent from 
the army at Conjeveiam to Tnpaflbiej where they would be in readi- 
nefs eithei to fuccour the rente!, Nazeabullah, the Polygars, or to 
march on to join Bonjour’s detachment, if returning. But this party 
was fcarcely ariived at Tiipaffore, when the prefidency received in- 
telligence from Enfign Wilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Se- 
poys, and horfe, fent from Aicot to Nairain Sauftry, were marching 
round the hills, in order to attack the tioops in the town of Tnpetti; 
W'hich if they fliould take, the revenues of the approaching feafl; in 
September would be loft, and the lecovery of the pagoda, reiifted by 
French tioops, rendered hereafter much moie difficult; whereas, in 
the piefent ftate. Nan am Sauftry in pofteffion of the mountain, and 
the Englifh of the town, neither at leaft could get any thing, exceptr 
mg by a compiomife. The importance of this objefl, and of the 
other concerns in this quarter, determined the prefidency to^ fend 
Major Calliaud, with 200 Euiopeans and 300 Sepoys’. They ai rived 
at Tnpetti on the 8tli of July; but, as befoie, the reinfoi cement of 
Sepoys furmfhed few^ of the light fort to attack the mountain. Cal- 
liaud therefoie marched wnth the Europeans, four companies of 
Sej)oys, and two guns, againft Carcambaddy, the way over hills and 
valhes, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people fit only for 
fkulking attacks, although of no contemptible caft, being entitled 
to the pagoda of Tnpetti. They fired continually fiom the thickets 
and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they 
forced the firft bariiei. At the fecond. Major Calliaud with much 
difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, wTich flanked the barrier, 
and the firft difcharge, loaded with grape, killed the Polygar and fe- 
veial of his men, after which the detachment met no faither refif- 
tance. They wei e feven hours gaming their way, and arrived at thiee 
m the aftei noon at the Polygar’s town ; which they found abandon- 
ed, burnt It down, and deftroyed the adjoining plantations. The next 
day they returned to Tnpetti, and Calliaud thinking the enemy 111 
the mountain would be as much difcouraged, as the renter’s people 
were’elated by this fuccefs, fent all the fit men of his Sepoys, who, 

with 
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witli file renfei’s^ did not exceed lix hundred, although Nairaiii 
Saluftry had twice as many, to attack the pagoda again ; which the 
enemy, aftelr Ikirmifliing three hours, abandoned, and all ran away 
to take flielteriii the hills of Matlaver. Four of the renter’s men 
were killed, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quieted in 
the neighbouihood, and no farther tidings of the French party from. 
Arcot-, Calliaud fet out on his return on the i8th with all the 
troops he had brought, excepting ten Euidpeans, whom he left 
ivith Wildox. 

No paity of Europeans had marched from Arcot agamft Tripetti, 
and the repoit'arofe from the plundeimg excurhon of fome Sepoys 
aiidhbife 111 the fkirts of Bomerauze’s countiy, to fecond^a demand 
they were making on him of 60,000 lupees. Neverthelels the 
advices were fo intir^ly credited at Madrafs, that Colonel Bj ereton, 
without' waiting to advife with the, council, ordeied Major'Monfon 
to tn'ove the 'arnly fiom Conjeveram towaids Arcot, as lieaier to 
fuccour whatfoever the enemy might intend to diflrcfs. They 
ihaiched on the 5th; and on the yth in the morning appealed be- 
fore Covrepauk, with two 18 and two 12-poundeis. This foit is 
fmall, but well-built of ftone, and has a wet ditch, which was 111 
good order. Colonel 'Monfon fummoned the officer, more according 
to form than his own expedlation of the anfwer he received, which 
w’-as, that, if the garx-ifon, whites and blacks, were peimitted to 
retire to Alxot, the foldiei s with their knapfacks, and the officers 
with their effedts, the gate fhouid be immediately delivered : the ca- 
jhtulation was tranfadled and concluded in lefs' than an hour. ‘ This 
eafy fuccefs, for the foit was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the 
French garnfon- of Arcot would not make all the defence they^ 
might ; and as the fituation was equally near to T i ipetti, the army 
advanced, and arrived in the city on the 9th. The gairifon ffieWed 
good countenance, and their artillery was fo fuperior, that nothitig 
could be done, until the Engliffi army were'fupplied with a tiain 
from Madiafs, before which the greateft pait of the French aimy 
might arrive from their different cantonments to the lelief of Arcot; 
and for this reafon. Major Monfon, before he received the oiders of 
‘ ' > the 
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the prefidency, marched back to Conjeveiam ; hut left 400 Euro- 
peans of the Company’s tioops m Covrepauk, which fecured the re- 
venues of the country between thele two ftations. 

Mr. Pococke, waiting for the ariival of the French fquadron, had 
continued with his own to windward of Pondicheiry, moftly at 
Negapatam, Avhere they were plentifully fupplied with cattle by 
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tiitchinopoly, who caufed them to be 
driven to the fea-coaft, out of the obfervation of the king of Tanjoie. 
In the end of June, aDanifli veffel ainving at Tranquebar, leported, 
that 12 fail of French Ihips were in the bay of Trincanomaly in 
Ceylon; on -which, the whole fquadron weighed on the 30th, and 
on the 3d of July came off the mouth of that haibour; wheie 
they neither faw, nor .gained any tidings of, the Flench fhips. Mr. 
Fococke then cruized off the Fjyar’sHood, the n. e. headland of 
the ifland, which all veffels coming to the coaft of Coromandel 
at this feafon endeavour to make, and, in this ftation, met five of the 
expedled fhips fiom England, with the firjf .divifion of Coote’s regi- 
ment, with which he retuined, and anchoiedsOn the 30th at Nega- 
patam ; keeping them in company until the provifions and ftpres 
they had brought for the nfe of his fquadron were taken .out. The 
prnefidency received advrces of their arrival on the 5th of Augufi:, and 
aiotwithfiandlno; the various wants- of men at this time foi defence 
and attack on fhore, requefted Mi*. Pococke to detain the troops, to 
ieivewith him in the pxpedted engagement with the Fiench fqua- 
dron. Several advices had lately Ibeen received, that the Dutch go- 
vernment of Batavia, theif capital an the Eaft-Indies, were preparing 
an.arraaraent, which was to fail.to the bay of Bengal; and on the 
8th fix iliips ariived at Negapatam, havmg left another in the bay 
of Trincanomaly. They had on hoard .500 Euiopeanfoldiers, and 
1500 difciplined Malays, with abundanceyof military ftoies. Various 
jeports and conjedlures were foimed of the defiination of this force. 
The Dutch themfelves gave out, that it was chiefly intended to Te- 
infoice their garrifons 011 the coaft ; and their unavowed-emiffafies 
treported, that the whole weie to a6t as auxiliaiies to the Englifh 
againfl; the French on the Coaft of Coromandel. Mr, Pococke -knew 

how 


The War of Qorom andel. ' Book XI. 

how imicli the mihtaiy foice in Bengal had been diminifhed by the 
expedition to Mafuhpatam, and might fuffer by the ufual mortality of 
the climate ; and reafoning from the antipathy of the Dutch govei n- 
ment to the great fucceffes and power which theEnglifh had lately ac- 
quired in Bengal, fufpedted that the aimament he faw was principally 
intended to reduce their influence in that country . and, with the 
fpirit of confiderate gallantly, and zeal for the general fuccefs of the 
public fervice, which on all occafioiis diflinguifhed his command, 
fent all the troops to Madiafs, lecommendmg, that a part of them 
might be immediatel} forwaided to Bengal. They were all landed 
by the 25th, and marched in different parties, as foon as refreflied, to 
the mam body at Conjeveram, wheie Colonel Brereton, having leco- 
veied fiom his illnefs, again took the command. 

A few days aftei the return of Major Calliaud fiom Tripetti, the 
Polygar of Carcambaddy with his own, and a number of the Mat- 
laver’s people, began to repan the town ; on which Enfign Wilcox 
marched with the 25 Europeans, 300 of the Sepoys, and an iron 
thiee-pounder. They weie galled the whole way, and obliged to 
force the three bairiers m the path; and when they came to the 
open fpot of the town, wheie they expefted no reflftanee, met the 
moft, by a continual Are from the thickets round. Wilcox mever- 
thelefs pel lifted, and, being aimed at, received at once three mulket- 
balls, and was mortally wounded. Oir which the tioops put him 
into a dooley and retreated, likewife bringing off the' gun. The 
enemy did not follow them earneftly ; fo that the lofs was only three 
Europeans killed, and 14 Sepoys wounded. 

" The French party of Sepoys and black horle fiom Arcot, had been 
beaten back by Bomerauze’s people, 'and lay at Lallapet, near the 
mountains, 10 miles n. w. of Arcot, waiting an opportunity of renew- 
ing their incurfion; but were beaten up there on the 26th, by 
three companies of Sepoys, and the troops of the rentei of Covrepauk, 
fent by Captain WSod, who commanded in the fort. The enemy 
fled at the firft fire, leaving 70 mulkets, and 1 7 horfes, and the Se- 
poys remained to guard the neareft pals leading from Lallajiet into 
Bomerauze’s country. 


Baffaulet 
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BaffauleL Jung, with his aimy, had, in this while, contiiiued'"his 
inaich fiom Condavir to the foiith, and, having paffed Ongole, at- 
tacked the foit of Polloie, about 30 miles to the noith of Neloie 
and the river Peiinar, which, although out of the countiy of Darner- , 
la-Venkytapah-naigue, was of his depeiidance. This luccefs en- 
cieafed the flight of all theThree pol}gars, and of Nazeahulla 111 
Neloie; and all renewed their applications to Madrafs foi immediate 
aflilTance, and the Tiipetty 1 enter v/as fully pei funded, that Baffaulet 
Jung intended to get pofTchion of the pagoda, before the great feah, 
which begins in the middle of September, and generally produces 
2o,oool , and it was known that Baffaulet Jung was in ftridl cor- 
refiDondence "With Pondichcijy 

To thefe alarms on the noith of the piovince, weic added others 
m the fouth. The detachment w ithFumel which had taken Thia- 
gar had advanced as fai as Volcondah, where, aftei manv thieats and 
meffages, the} had fiigbtened the Kelhdar out of 60,000 lupees ; 
and, during the negociation, then hoife plundered as far as the 
freights of Utatooi. It was then leported, thatFumel intended to 
advance v/ith the whole, and take poffelTion of theifland of Sei Ing- 
ham, which would give them all the countiy between Thiagai and 
Tntchinopoly. This detachment cculd not be oppofed in time from 
Madiafs; becaufe the mteijacent country was under the enemy’s 
garrifons ; and whatfoever troops might be lent fiom hence, pro- 
ceeding half "way by fea againft the monfoon, and then thiough 
the countiy of Tanjore, would not entei into adlion in lefs than 
fix weeks, and then, if hiccefsful, would be out of the reach of 
recall. Tntchinopoly was the nearefi: ftation to make head againfi: 
them; but the whole garrifon would not, in the field,, have been 
equal to the force with Fumel. 

Fortunately, in this concurrence of perplexities, the diftrelfes and 
difcontent of the French army had continued as urgent as e\er, even 
after the expence of the campaign was dnninifhed by their roti eat 
into quarters. In the beginning of Auguft, the whole of Tally’s le- 
giment, excepting the feijeants and corporals, and 50 of the fol- 
diers, mutinied, and marched out of the fort of Chittapet, declar- 
ing, that they would not return to their colours, until they had 
Vojc. II. 3T leceived 
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leceivecl their pay, of Avhich many months was in ai rears. Their 
officers, by furiiiffiing their own money, and engagmg their honour 
for morej bi ought them back, excepting 30, who difperfed about the 
country but this defedlion, which the caufe exempted from rigo-< 
rous pumffiment, ffiook the difcipline of the whole army. 

From this viev/ of ciicumftahces, the Piehdency of Madrafs re- 
folved to leave fomethmg to chance in -the extremities, rather than 
dimmilh the fupeiioiity, which their force had lately acquired in the 
centei of the piovmce, by the reinfoi cements ai lived from Eng- 
land, and the eiiem}'’s detachment to the fouthward ; and determined 
to employ this advantage immediately againft Vandiwaffi, the moft 
imppitantof the enemy’s flations between Madials and Pondicheiry. 
Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-poundeis, and all the 
Fores necelTaiy for the attack, weie fent to Chmglapet ; but whilF 
on the load, and before the mam body had moved from Conjeveram^ 
ai rived the Revenge, on the night of the loth of September, with 
impoitant intelligence from the fquadron. 

The Dutch at Negapalam, pretending that their armament from' 
Batavia required the fervice of all their maffoolah boats, would Ipare 
none to water the Engliffi ffiips , to procure which, Mr. Pococke 
lailed on t;he 2ofh with the fquadron forTimconamalee, wheie com- 
mon boats can ply to the ffiore. They anchored theie on the 30th, 
but at the mohlh of the harbour ; and the Revenge 'was fent foi - 
ward to cruize off the Friar’s Hood. On the, 2d of Septemhei, at 
fen in' the morning, fome fhips were difcovered to the s. e. Soon 
after came down the Revenge, chafed and fired upon by one of the 
Grangers, 'which denoted them to be the long-ejtpefted enemy. The 
E-nglifh fquadron weighed immediately, and could- not get Within 
cannon-fhot of them by fun-fet , but perceived that the numbei and 
fffength of the fliips greatly exceeded the force they had met' the 
;^eaf before.^ ' ^ ^ 

Mr. D’Aohe having left the coaft, as we have ffOn, on the 3d of 
"September, arrived, after thirty days fa'il,- at the Ifle of France, 
and found in the port a 1 emforcement of three men of war, under 
ffie command of Mr. D’Eguillc, an officei of expel lence and reptita- 
4 ' ’ > tfon, 
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tion. Scvei al of the company’s vefTels, but ^iione of foi ce, for eaougli 
had been ffent before, wei e likewiie An ived fi om F ranee. The ci ews 
of all thefe flups amounted to 5500 men, and all the piov'-ifions 
which could be collecled in the ifles, or even drawn fiom Mada^ 
gafear, with the fupplies font from Em ope, weie mfufficient to feed 
this multitude, added to the numbers alieady in the colony, which 
they nearly equalled. Seveial councils were held "on this diftiefs, 
and it was at length ^etei mined to fend one of the men of wai, 
with eight of the Company’s drips, which would take off between 
3 and 4000 men, to the Cape of Good Hope, where they wei e to 
pm chafe provifions fufficient for the fquadioii in Bre enfuing voyage,, 
and, m -the mean time, the ciews would be fupjrorted without 
breaking m upon the general flock. Thefe firips an ived oft the Cape 
ill the beginning of Januaiy ; and ,two of them had the luck to fall 
pi with and take the Grantham, an Englifh Eaft- India fhip, dif- 
patched Fiom Madrafs in Septembei. They purchafed, but at a vafl 
expellee, a gieat quantity of meat, giaiii, and wine, and returned to 
the Ifle of France 111 April and May; aftei which, the ilrength of 
foui of the Company’s lighting fliips, which had not hitherto 
mounted' the numbei of guns they were built for, were aimed to 
the full fcale of then confliudlion. Thefe alteiations, and other 
equipments, retarded the departure of the fquadron until the i yth 
of July. They went fiifl to the ifle of Bourbon, and then to Foul- 
pojintj in the ifland of Madagafcar, to take in fome rice, and other 
provifions, which had been procured there ; and on the 30th of Au- 
.gufl arrived off Batacola, a poit 111 Ceylon, 60 miles to the fouth 
of Trinconomaly; wheiethey received intelligence of ' the Englifh 
fquadron, and two-'dajs after came 111 fight of them off" Point Pedras. 
The land and fea-winds differing in the fame hours at different dif- 
tances from the fhore, the cuiients likewife various, fquauls, a fog, 
and contrary courfes whilft feeking each other, when out of fighty 
Eept them afunder, 01 out of immediate leach, until the loth of 
September, when they again fell in with one another .off Fort St. 
JDavid. The French, being fartheff: out at fea, lay-tomi.a Ime of 
battle a-head, their heads to the Eaft. The Englifh having the 
wind came down a-breaft, and at twp in the afternoon .weie within 
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gun-fliot, when each Ihip edged to get into then flatioir. alongfidc of 
their allotted antagonifts. 

The Engldh fquadion confiflcd of nine fliiji'? of the line, .iltcndcd 
by a fiigate, the Qnccnlhoiough, tuo of the Company’s fliiji?, 
and the Piotcfloi com cited toafiic-Hnp 'i he I' icnc’n \s cic ii fad 
of the line, of which foui wcie of the na'. } o! ]'\ inct, and they had 
thicc frigates iiiidci then lee Oifuciu e ot i uhng, and difapjioint- 
ment in \\oiking, picsented the ICnghni fioni foimng tlicir line 
with as much icgularit) as ihccneim, who were v ailing for them, 
ell awn up in order of battle. 

The French line was led b\ the A< 9 ir of one of the King’s 
diips. She w’as follow cd h) the hlmotain, anotliei of the King’?, 
of 74, in wlncli I\Ji. D’Agiiillc wane the ling of Reai-Admirah and 
by much the lloiitcfl Hup in the fjnadron, ha\ing in her lea er tier 
thirty-tw o-pounders, winch m the bhcncli w'cight is equal to 40 
Englidi; then flood thicc of the Compaii)’;. flnps, thc^Duc d’Oi leans 
of 54, the Saint Louis of 56, and the Vengcur of 64. 7 'jiefe fi\c 
formed the \an M D’Aciic, m the Zodiuquc, hoifted his flag in 
the ccntci, fupported b) the Comte de Piovcncc of 74: the four 
others of the rcar-di\ ifion wetc the Due de ] 3 ourgognc of 54, the 
llluilrc of 64, the P'oitunec of the fame rate as the Illuflrc, and 
the Centaur of 68; of which only tiic lllnflrc wms a King’s fliiji. The 
Elizabeth of 6^ led the Englifli li.ic, followed by the New'cafllc of 
50, the T}gcr of 60, and tlic Grafton of 60, in whicli was Rear-Ad- 
miral •'Stevens thefe four were the van IMr. Pocockc, in the 
Yarmouth of 66, wasm the center, followed b} the Cumberland 
now mounting only 58, the Salifbui) of 50, the Sunderland of 60, 
and the Weymouth of 6o clofcd the icar. The total batter) of the 
Fiench fquadron exceeded the Enghfli b) 1 74 guns, and confequcntly 
by 87m action. 

The Gi aftoii w as the firfl: fliip up, and wdiilR prcfcnting hci broad- 
•flde fell a-breafl: of the Zodiaque, A>dicm Mi. Pocockc, as in the 
two engagements of the lafl: }cai, intended to refci\c for himfelf. 
M. D’ Ache immediately threw out the fignal of battle, and began 
to fire on the Grafton, the firft fliot at 15 minutes after tw'o; but 
Mr. Stevens waited for the fignal of his admiral, which did not 

appear 
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appear until five minutes" tiftei, when ^ the Yannouth was very near 
and ranged aoainfl; the Comte de PjCovence. The firino; then be- 
came genei al thiough both lines; but the Sunderland, the lafi; but 
one of thc'Englifii line, /ailingi\iery»ill, k^pt back the Weymouth 
behind hei . By this mifchance the Salifbury, which was much the 
weakefi. flnp, 'being lonlyr of 50 guns, and they only eighteen and 
nine-poundeis, ranged, unfuppoited,. againft, the Illuftre, and 
fiifiiamed hkewife the file' of the Fortunee behind, which the Sun- 
derland fliould have taken, up, at leaft in this ftate of the adlion: 
the Eonfcquence was equal to the difparity, and in 1 5 minutes the 
fall of the Sahlbuiy’s maintopgallant, and then her forefail, obliged 
her to quit the dine but by this time, the Sunderland fhooting 
a-head, engaged the Tlluftre. The thiee fhips of the Englifii van, 
a-head of the Giafton, had luckily .fallen foon, ,and in good pidei, 
into their Eations, and in lefs than a^quaiter of an hour, ,the Actif, 
which was oppdfed to the Elizabeth, took fiie, vvhich brought the 
crev/ from the batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage of their 
confufion plyed her excefiively, and foon diove hei out of the line 
to extinguifli the fire* the Elizabeth ftill edging dov/n upon 
her, was flopped by the Minotaur ftarting forward ; which obliged 
her to haul her wind again, and this operation fliot heiTeyond the 
dine of aflion. The Newcaftle then took up the Minotaui , although 
a 60 to a 74; and the Tiger, of which the Captain had been 
blamed in a "former engagement, Eipported the Newcaflle, by 
taking on herfelf the fire of the two next flnps The fight between 
thefe fiv^e continued with the utmofi; violence for 70 minutes ; when 
neither the Newcaftle nor Tiger had a faiTunder command, on 
which Mr. Stevens', who had left the Zodiaque to Mr. Pococke, and 
had beaten the Vengeur out of the line, came between, and feeing 
the two fhips of the French line next beyond the Vengeur much 
crippled, fet forwaid to engage the Minotaur; and hei bioad-fide, 
as Ihe was paffing on, diove. the St. Louis out pf the line. In the 
real, the Sundeiland, which had taken up the Illuftre, was likewise 
attacked by her follower, the Fortunee ; and in ten minutes, 
before lijie had fired three rounds, her maintop-fail fell, and her 
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Iicad-braces'bting likcwife fliot aw«i>, her foictop-fail fvuog a-back, 
which made hei fall a-ftein of both hci aiiUgonihs. At ten mi- 
nutes pafl: thiee the Count dc Piovincc, \\hich ]iad tlood the Yai- 
month, and was 'afteiwaidb taken up by ‘the Cumberland, likcwife 
left the line to lefit hei iiggmg, as did the Duke dc Bouigognc, 
which had divided her fire between the Cumbeiland and the Sa- 
lifbui}, and icccived 'ihciis, divided likewifc m icturn. 'J’hc Wc}- 
mouth, b) what accident vc don’t find, was kcjil. a-Acrn in the 
real ; but at tin cc o’clock, the Salilbur) came again into the engage- 
ment; and, on the h'lench hde, the llludre, teeing the two fliips 
bcfoie hei gone, clofcd up to the Zochai^uo. At four, the only 
fliips engaged were tlic Minotaur and Due d’Orlcans againfl the 
(Giafton, the Zodiaquc againd; the Yarmouth, the Jlluflre againfl 
die Cumberland, and the Fortunee and Centaur againft the Sa- 
'hfbury and Sunderland. 'Fhc jiilot of the Zodiaquc teeing, as he 
thought, the Foitunce and Centaur going o(l* likcwife, jiut the 
helm a-lcc, uithout oidci, and, as Mr. D’Achc was running to 
corredl him, a grape fliot earned off the fletli of his thigh, to the 
bone; he fell fcnfclcfs, amongn: foui oi five who wcic killed or ftriick 
down until him. The captain of the Zodiaquc had been killed 
an hour before; and the officer who took the command after Mr. 
D’Ache fell, woie the tliip to icjoin the comrades which had al- 
ready left the line. The Centaur, Illuflre, and Minotaur, think- 
ing fuch was the will of then admiial, wore hkewifc, and fet fail 
to accompany him. The Enghtli tliips ftill in adtioii endea\ oured to 
follow them, but weie toon left out of gun-tliot, and ?1I filing 
“Ceafed at ten minutes after foui . 

In this engagement the rear di\ifion fuffered much Jefs than 
the .-van. On board the Weymouth, which doled the rear, not 
a man was either killed oi wounded, and m the Sunderland 
a-head of her, the whole lofs was only two men killed; never- 
thelefs the Centaur, the laft of the enemy’s rear, fuffered as 
much in. her mafls and ngging from their fire, as any of the 
vother fhips of the French line, who were clofer engaged, and 
dier Captain, Sui*ville the -elder, ^was killed, Thc.Salifbury had i.6 

killed. 
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killed, and 40 wounded; 'the Cumberland 8, a'nd' -30;; fee, Yar- 
mouth 10, and 27; the Giafton 13, and 37; rthe Tiger, which 
fufFeied the moft of any, 37, and- 140; the Newcaftle 26, and. 
65. The Elizabeth four, and twenty. In all 114 killed and 
369 wounded. In the Newcaftle, the captain, Michie, an^officer 
of difinguiflied gallantly, was killed; as weie Mr. Jackfon, the 
frfl lieutenant of the Tigei, captain Moie, who commanded the 
maiincs in the Elizabeth, and the mafter of the Yaimouth. Biere- 
tpn, captain of the Tigci, Someifet of the Cumberland, the fe- 
cond lieutenant of the Giafton, and the fouith of the Sahfbury,. 
were wounded. None of the Enghfli fliips, after the engagement, 
could fet half their fail; and the Newcaftle and Tiger were taken 
into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymouth. The_,lofs of the 
French crews was fuppofed to be equal; but when they went away 
txDgethei at fiin-fet, all, exceptmg the Centaui, earned their top-fails. 

The uncertainty of the number of .troops, which , the French 
fquadron might have brought for Pondicherry, determined the_pre- 
fidency of Madrafs to fufpend for a while the attack ,they had re- 
fblved to make on Vandiwafh ; but to fend a pait of their troops to 
Tnpafibre to fipport that part of the countty againft Baffaulut Jung. 
But no aigiiments/ Could prevail on*_,Majori Breretoii to defift fiom 
the enterpnze,. frorny which he^ expelled to acquire drftinguilhed 
honour; and the prefdcncy, ^unwilling ^ to chepk his, aidour,. re» 
framed fiom giving him poftive orders to def ft. 

Heavy rams had rendered the roads and nivers impaftable until 
the 26th, when the whole aimy maiched from, Conjeveram;' it had 
been reinforced with 40 men from Chinglapet, under the cornmand 
of Prefton, and with 100, -of 1 58 i,elea.fed prifqnei*s,w/hiGhhad arrived 
at this garrilbn on the i ith from, Pqndicheiiy. ,The whole force was 
1500 Euiopeansj^ 80 Colfres, and 2500 Sepoys, _infan try ; 100 Eu- 
ropeans' and 7O0 black cavairyi;^io , field-pieces,, and two eighteen-, 
pounders^: and two^more eighteen-pounders were to joinifiomrGhing-i 
lapet. ' f ' r., ^ ^ ^ , ' _ ’ ; 

On the 27th. in the rnorning, , the feoife before the line, when 
within thiee-mileS,of Tnvatore, felTin v/ith- 50 of fee, French huf- 
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who ftood'them, but, oveipoweied bj numbers, were loutcd, 
and eight, with an officci,' taken piifoneis: in the afLcrnoon, the 
garrifon of Tiivatoic, which confifled only of a captain and 22 
men of the Loriain legiment, furrendered on the fiifl fiimmons. 
The mam body of the enemy had advanced fiom \"and!wafli in 
tile morning, and weie halting at the village of Paifcc, bx miles 
on the road, of which Colonel Biereton rcccning infoimation, 
marched on without flopping at Tiivatorc, and encamjicd ncai 
them; and at midnight, the enemy moved off, and letuincd to 
Vandlwafli; where, as befoie they took up then quaitcrs in the 
pettahs, and undci -the walls of the fort, into which the govcinoi 
TuckeRlaheb, notwithflanding the fliuAncfs of his alliance, was ver} 
av^eife to admit any of the French tioops, excepting fome of their 
gunners; and they to pi event worfe conlbqucnccs, vould not com- 
pel him. The Englifli army continuing tlicir maich the next day, 
encamped in the evening under the ledge of locks, which extend 
about thiec miles to the N. w. of the foit. The day after, which 
was the 29th, parties were emplo}cd in rcconnoitnng; but neither 
their obfeivations, nor the cnquiiies of fpics, difcoveicd the ical flatc ' 
of the enemy’s force. 

On the maich of Major Monfon' to Arcot in the beginning of 
Augufl, the French diew the greatefl pait of' their Europeans fioir* 
the garrifons of Chittapet, Carangoly, and Outramaloie, to their 
mam body at Vandiwafli, from whence the whole had ad\anced as 
far as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack of Aicot 
impraflicable, returned to Conjeveram: on his retreat, they 
detached 100 Europeans to reinfoice Arcot, and fent back the 
troops which they had drawn fiom the tin ee other garrifons; which* 
reduced the Euiopean infantry that returned to Vandiwafh to 600; 
but the whole of the Euiopean cavalry, who where 300, went with 
them. The fame alarm for Aicot had led Mr. Tally to recall the 
detachment to the fouthward with Vifcount " Fumel, who were 
then before Volcondah; but Fumel, not having levied the con- 
tribution he expe6ted, delayed to obey the orders, and, on Mon- 
fbn’s retreat, was permitted to perfij(l:, and had time to fiinfli. 

. During 
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During the delay between the fiih: lefolution, and the piefent mo- 
tion of the Englifh army to attack Vandiwafh, the government of 
Pondicheiiy obtained fome uncertain intelligence of the intention, 
and again reinforced the mam body there with 400 men from the 
adjacent garnfons. They hkewife again lecalled Fumel, and moie 
than half his detachment Were ariived at Pondicheriy, fiom whence 
they weie at this time advancing towards Vandiwafh, and, as it 
was repoited, under the command of Mr. Buffy. Majoi Brereton 
received intelligence of the approach of this'paity, but no informa- 
tion that the troops from the other garnfons were ai lived at Vandi- 
wafh ; and thus computing the whole numbei affembled thei e, in- 
cluding the cavalry, mflead of 1300, to be only 900 Euiopeans, to 
which his own force was nearly double, thought no timefliould be loft 
befoi e the arrival of the detachment they expedled fi om Pondicherry, 
and determined to attack them in their quarters on the night of the 
29th, which was the next after that of his arrival before Vandiwafh. ' 

There were thiee pettahs under the foit, lying to the w., the s., 
and the e.; the w. at 150, the s. at 220, and the e. at the diflrance 
of J 70 yards. The fouth pettah contained the lioufes of the moie 
opulent inhabitants," and was mclofed on the e. s. and w. by a mud 
rampart, which on the s. fide had circular projedlions to ferve as 
baftions ; but the north fide next the efplanade was left open, that 
the guns of the fort might preferve their command on the flreets 
and houfes. The pettah to the eafl comm’enced oppof te to the n. e. 
angle, aiid extending 650 yards, covered the eafl; fide of the fort, of 
the efplanade, and of the pettah to the fouth. The weftern pettah 
extended only along the breadth of the efplanade to the fouth ; it 
had for fome time been" abandoned, and was in ruins, and mofl; of 
the natives, on the approach of the Enghfli army, had quitted then- 
habitations in the other two. The Fiench cavalrj lay in the eafterii 
pettah. f Their infantry weie under fheds and tents in the coVeied 
way and on the -efplanade to the fouth, and they kept guaids on 
the rainpaits of the fbxith pettah; but none as they ought, 111 the 
ruined pettah to the weft. 
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A thonfaiKl Euiopeans, inckiding a com])any of So Coffrecs, and 
Gx hundred Sepoys, weie allotted to ferve in the attack: they weic 
divided into three divifions ; the hiif led by Major Monfon, was to 
alTault the fouth face of the fouth pettah, and having entcicd, weie 
to advance thi ough the fliects to the efplanade, whcie the mam 
body of the French troops were lying; who at the fame time Ueic 
to be attacked on the light by the fecond divihon, advancing out of 
the pettah to the wcfl this divillon was commanded by Major 
Robert Gordon. The thud Major Brcrcton commanded himfclf, as 
the lefeive for occafions, and they took pod under a iidgc which runs 
parallel to the well face of the fouth pettah, butfaithcr back on the- 
plain than the pettah allotted to Gordon’s divifion. The Emojicam 
and black horfe wcic to halt a mile in the lear of Bicreton’s. Tha 
red of the tioops weie left to guaid the camp. IMonfoii’s divifion. 
confided of 360 Euiopcans, of whom 200 were grenadiers, all that 
weie in die anii}, and they had one company of Scpojs as atten- 
dants . Goi don’s were 200 Europeans, and 80 CofFiccs ; Brcieton’s 
360 Euiopeansand 500 Sepoys. Each of the three divilions had. 
two excellent biafs fix-pounders. 

The pettah to die South has thicc principal dreets, which in- 
teifeft it* intirely fiom north to fouth, and fevcial others in the 
fame diredlion, of fliortei extent imr are an) of the crofs dreets 
from ead to wed regularly perv ious from one W'all to the other, 
and fome of them aie only diort communications between the 
dreets in the other diiedtion: fb that many dodging adv^antages 
might be taken by knowledge of their different bearings and intcr- 
ledlions. At tw^o in. the morning, the head of Monfon’s divifion 
approached tow'ards the gateway on the fouth face of the pettah, and 
w^ere challenged and declared by twm 01 three Sepovs advanced on 
the plain to look out; on wdiich the guards on the lamparts began 
to fire. The gateway w'^as in a return of the rampart from the left, 
and the road to it lay under the red of the rampart to the right, fo 
that the two field-pieces which were advancing at the head of the 
line could not batter the gate at lefs than 150 yaids, without 
being immediately under the file of this part of tie rampart, which 

with 
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with the unceitaiiity and delay of their effcdt in the dark, deter- 
mined Colonel Monfon to try the wall at once. It had neithei ditch 
nor pahfade befoient, and the hi ft greiiadieis lighted upon a part, 
which, foi want of lepair, peimitted them to fci amble up, and 
being followed by moi e, they di ove the enemy before them, opened 
the gate, and, let in the main body of the divifion. The gate entered 
upon thepiincipal ftfeet of the thiee which leads thiough the pettah 
to the efplanade ; and the othei two are about 50 yards on each 
hand. The troops, as they came in, liift langed along the giound 
between the wall and the habitations, which was bioad; and then 
foimcd into three columns, one in each of the ftrects ; but the two 
iicld-jiieces moved at the head of the center column. All the three 
ad\anced very dehbeiately, keeping as neaily as potlible on the lame 
paralleL the two outei columns fending fmall parties into the croft 
ftreets on then outu ard flanks to diflodge the enemy fi om whatfb-" 
ever pofts then hie came, which, although not ftiong fiom any, was 
frequent and from feieral; but the greateft annoyance was from 
two field-pieces at the edge of the efplanade, filing down the center 
ftieet. Howevei, they ivere at length filenced by the two field- 
pieces, with the - center column. Firing had been heard on the 
ground allotted to Gordonft divifion, but fbon ceafed. In an hour and 
a half the three columns ai lived at the openings on the e/jftanade, 
■wheie to their fuipiize they met no farther refiftance; and difap- 
pointed of the affiftance they expedted from Gordon’s divifion, 'it 
was refolved to wait for da) -light, and in the mean time to throw 
up a bariicade at the head of the center ftieet, which for w'^ant of 
proper tools was very infufficiently performed. Their loft hitherto 
was not ten killed and Wounded. 

. A fky rocket w^as the fignal foi Gordon’s divifion to advance from 
therveftein pettah, and it W’as fiied as loon as Monfon’s had entered 
the fouthein. The tioops of Gordon’s had, for fear of difcovery,' 
kept on the fide of the pettah fartheft from the efplanade, but Pref-i 
ton and two or three more office! s had examined the ftreets, which 
were very narrow, and beyond* onhhe efplanade, where they found* 
‘ 3 U 2 ' ' the 
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the ground lugged, and inteirupted with flongKs.and landing watei. 
But Gordon not having acquiied any diftindl: ideas from then leport, 
boggled, and was confufed m the oi ders he gave. At length it was 
underftood, that the troops, as foon as they had paffed through the 
pettahj were to form on the efplanade in divilions, which would be 
15 in front-. The feleft picquet of 40 picked men, commanded by 
Lieutenant Dela Douefpe, who were to lead the attack, were foon 
through, and formed, and advancing. Gordon himfelf vras to 
march at the head of the main body, but he was not to be found 
yvhen it was ranging on the eiplanade ; and Prefton, his fecond, not 
knowing “the motives of hiS abfence, would not venture to take his 
poft; and thus the whole were flopped, waiting his return. The 
picquet marched with recovered arms, and without diopping a fliot, 
until they came to the angle of the fouthern pettah, where the ram- 
part had a fhoulder, on which were mounted two pieces of cannon, 
which by the diredlion of the flreets could not be turned, to any fer- 
vice ^in the fight behind themT and it fliould feem that the enemy 
had difcoveied the fituation and intention of Gordon’s attack, for a 
confiderable body of infantry v/eie waiting at the angle, fome on the 
rampart, and others at the edge of the houfes below ; who, as foon 
as the picquet were within a few yards, fuddeiily threw a number 
of blue lights, which difcovered them intiiely, and weie mftantly 
followed by a flrong running fire of mufketry, and the difcharge of 
the two pieces of cannon; but the whole of the execution ivas from 
the mufketiy, for as the picquet was almofl under the rampart, 
the cannon could not point low enough, and filed over their h-eads, 
Douefpe returned the fire with difparity-of fituation, and greater of 
numbers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not without 
hopes of being immediately joined by the main body of the divifion, 
elpecially as the two pieces v/hich accompanied it, began to anfwer 
the two guns on the rampart. But his expedlations of faither fup- 
poit were vain. The fhot of the two guns fi om the 1 arapart fell near 
the mam body whilfi; forming, and fome mmlketry fir€d upon them 
fiom the covered way of the fort, on which the 80 Coffrees all ran 
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back into the'pettah, and thiough it, quite away, and the Euio- 
peans not led on, and hawng nothing efFe6liial to fiie upon, foon 
broke and went ofF likewife, leaving the ' picquet, and the field- 
pieces ftill engaged. But Prefton, for Gordon was not yet to be found, 
knowing the determination of the picquet to perfeveie, ran fingly to 
them, and brought them back to the pettah, where they joined the 
officers defeited by all the left of the tioops. but the ' ai tillery- 
meii, animated by the well-knoivn refolution of then commandant 
Captain Robert Barker, ftill ftood by him and their guns. The fugi- 
tives not equally frightened, made then waj to the leferved divihon 
with Biereton, who on the lirft notice, ran unaccompanied to the 
pettah from whence they were coming, and in the ftiong impulfe 
of indignation, lan the liift man he met thiough the body: 
unfoitunately he was one of the braveft in the aimy ; fo that 
this examine cairied little influence, and left none to exhorta- 
tion, and very few obeyed his call ; with whom he went as far as 
the two guns, which Barker was ftill filing, and by this -counte- 
nance had deterred the enemy fiom making a jiufti, which' would 
eafly have taken them; but Biereton, fenfible of the rifk to which 
they were^expofed, oideied him to draw them off into the pettah, 
fiom whence they joined the referve at the iidge. Thus all- were 
gone before the firing ceafed in the fouthein pettah, wheie Gordon 
with four or five of the fugitives fbon after appeared, coming in 
at the gate to the fouth, where Monfon’s divifion had entered: 

The day broke^ and the enemy’s fire recommenced and increafecL 
with the light. The gunners, whom the Kelhdar had admitted- 
into the fort, plied the cannon on the towers oppofite fo the 
three ftreets, to the head of which Monfon’s divifion had ad- 
vanced; and with the field-pieces on the efjdanade, their fire waV 
from 14 guns all' within point blank,- from the fort at- 300, from’ 
the field-pieces at 100 yards. The - ’return was fiom ‘the two" 
field-pieces at the head of the center ftreet, and from platoons of 
mufketiy in the othei two. The difjjarity was feveie, and could 
not be long maintained. - The officers Tidered the men not employ- 

edj 
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ed, to' take fhelter undei the hicds proje6hng before the walls of the 
hoiifes in the enfiladed ftrcets-; the fltieds, as in the other town's of 
Coi omandel, were feparated fi om each other by partitions of bi ick or 
mud. fome withdrew into, the crofs fiireets immediately behind; 
Neverthelefs, all who appeared were fo exceffively galled/ that it was 
necefiTaiy to retieat; but fiom the continual hope of fupport from 
the two divifions without, Major Monfon wiflied not to quit the 
contefi; until the lafi: extremity. In the middle of the ,pettah is 
a continuation of ftreets leading quite aciofs it, although not in a 
{Iraight line, from the,eaft to the weft fide, were the laft ends upon 
the ai ea of a pagoda, m wh'idTa pai ty had been pofted, and the Vv^ound- 
td wereflieltered andferved. Thecolums weieoidei edtoretire into this 
Ime of them ofs ftreets, where all, according to the breadth of the main 
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, until loaded 
and ready to fireugain. This movement ftaggered the enemy, for they 
' dould do no mote, if they continued on the 'elplahade at the other 
.extiemity-of the ftreets; and if they adianced along them, would be 
expofed in deep columns. Nevei tbelefs, confident in their numbers, 
and preffing to decide before the Eiighfh tiopps fhould be reinfoiced 
from without, they began and maintained this fight with great 
ipint and a£li\ity, until they weie convinced it could not fucceed; on 
w/hich the}' fent off their rears, which brought two bf their field- 
pieces fiom the elplanade, and with them maiched along a ftieet ad- 
joining to the weftern wall of the pettah, which led them to the pagoda 
towards ahis end of the ci ofs ^^fti eets ; which the guard immediately 
abandoned, leaving fome of the wounded in theT^-goda »- having fe- 
cured this ftation, the party advanced the field-jneces along the hne 
•of the crofs ftreets, firing and taking ih flank the whole of Monfon’ s- 
4ivifion,''aga;nft which the attack m fiont hkewife continued, andwith" 
encreafing vivacity and in a very little while the remaining field-piece 
of the divifion was difabled ; ,on which the men began to lofe courage, 
and Monfon confulting his fecond. Major Caftiaud, they leJblved to 
retieat and take poft againft the fouthern wall of tbe pettah. The 
'grenadiers 'pf one of the Company!s battalions were to halt near, tfte- 
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•gateway, 'but feeiftg it open, marched out into the plain, quickening 
their pace at eveiy ftep. Major Calliaud, who was near, inficad of 
Calling after them, followed, and.iunning beyond, flopped fuddenly 
before them, and. cued, “Halt.” The mitmdt of clifciplme pre- 
vailed. They obeyed, and forming as he ordered,, faced, and, luckily 
for themfelves, followed him into the pettah. Major Monfon met 
him* at the gate, and, in the midfl of much \exation, thanked him 
with much cordiality; but faid, that the whole body, ftill clofely 
prefTed by the enemy, were faultering too faft to be tiaifled any 
longer; and that it was better to lead them off in older, than rifk 
their o-oins: in confufioii of their own accord. The exhoi tations 

of their commanders encouraged them to keep their ranks ; the Se- 
poys marched in fiont, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif- 
teen piifoners. The enemy, by unaccountable ovei fight, did not 
follow them into the plain; but were contented with firing from the 
wall; about half a mile from which,, the line halted in a grove, and 
in a little while peiceived Majoi Brereton’s and Gordon’s divifions, 
with the Euiopean and black hoife, the Sepoys, and two field- 
pieces, advancing round to join them; at the fame time, they faw 
the whole body of the enemy’s European cavalry, 500 riders, ap- 
proaching from, the eaflern pettah, wheie they had lemamed in ex- 
peflation of an opportunity of cutting ofif their retreat, which, from 
want of alertnefs, they loft, and could not venture to attack after 
Biereton appeared. The whole returned to the bank, wheie Brere- 
ton’s divifion had taken poft, and in the afternoon from thence to- 
the camp, without moleftation or alarm. The lots, on the imme- 
diate review, appeared to be 12 officers, and 195 rank and file, 
killed, wounded, and taken prifoners. The Lieutenants Minns ancL 
Latour were the only officers; but, it was fuppofed, that yo rank 
and file were killed; and that of this number, 50 fell 111 the pettah. 
The eagernefsof performing fome diftmguifliedfervice beforeCoionel 
Coote fhould arrive, and fuperfede him in the comihand of the army, 
urged Colonel Breieton to make this attack, which was. much 
more hardy than judicious, even if the ' eneniy had not been 1 e-j 

inforced^. 
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jnforced. However, the gie'at gallantry and the' inferior numbers 
of the body which fuftained the grcateft part of the lofs, rather 
encreafed than dimimfhed the confidence of the aimy. The enemy 
fufFered as much, having 200 killed and wounded. Mainville, who 
commanded againft Lawrence at Tiitchmopol}", juft before the tiuce 
in 1 754, and tv/o Captains, were killed. 

The two fquadfons anchoied on the i ith,the day after they had en- 
gaged each othei ; the Englifli m the road of Negapatam, the French 
4 leagues faither to the fouth, who being much lefs difabled, wer^' 
ready to fail again on the 13th; and two days after, anchored in the road 
of Pondicheiiy. The fliips immediately landed whatfoever fupphes 
they had brought for the feivice of the colony; the treafure amounted 
only to 1 6000 pounds in dollars, and the diamonds taken in the 
Giantham, were woith 17000 pounds. The troops were only 180 
men. Mr. D'Ache would not go ailiore, and fignified his inten- 
tion of failing immediately for the ifla,nds. The ftalbn, although 
advanced, w'^as not }et-dangeious, nor were hisjhips more huit than 
the Englifh; but this refolution rofe from intelligence of the four 
men of war, which were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornifii to join 
Ml. Pococke, and who might airive evei} day. Accordingly, early 
in the moiiiing of the a '9th, Mr. D’Ache made the fignal for weigh- 
ing, and all the flups loofed their top-fails. 

The fupphes they had brought weie fo much lefs than the wants 
and hopes of the colony, that difappomtment appealed in every 
face; but the fight of the ftiips getting under fail, in 2 a hours after 
their ai rival, fpread viniveifal confternation, and excited- the utmoft 
indignation. All the military officers, -the principal inhabitants, and 
even the clergy, aftembled at the governor’s, and immediately 
formed themfelves into a national council; which unanimoufly de- 
creed, that, the precipitate depaiture of the fquadron muft produce 
the moft detiimental confequences to the interefts of the ftate, as 
holding„out to all the powers of the country an opprobrious ac- 
knowledgement that they had been entirely defeated in the laft en- 
gagement, and could nofftand another; and that they utterly de- 
- — . ijpaired 
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fpaired of every thing on Ihore. In confeqnence of this deliberation, 
a proteft was immediately diawn, declaring Mr. D’Ache lefponhble 
for the lofs of the colony, fuch were the woids, and refohmg to 
complain to the king and miniftry, and demand public juificc of 
his conduct. The fhip Due d’Oi leans was by fome accident de- 
tained in the road, aftei the otheis were undei fail, and the com- 
mandei was chaiged to deliver the proteft to Mr. D’Ache, and a 
copy to every com-mandei in the fquadion, which weie twelve 
leagues out at fea when the Due d’ Orleans joined them. Mr. 
D’Ache immediately held a geneial council of his captains, and 
on the 22d anchoied again in the road of Pondicherry ; and'came 
afliore to confult with Mr. Daily and the government. On the 25th, 
in the morning, the Englifh fquadion, coming fiom Negapatam, 
appeared ftanding in tlie line of battle into the road, but driving by the 
cuirenf'to the northward. All the Fiench ftiips weighed, but 
hawled the wind clofe, which being at w. s. w. kept them at their 
firft diftance from the Enghfti, which they had it in their power to 
beai down upon, and engage. Mr. Poebeke, unable to get up to 
them, kept his line of battle until the evening, when he continued 
his courfe, and anchored on the 27th at Madrafs. Mr. D’Ache ftill 
infifted on returning as fbon as poffible to the iftands; and the go- 
vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly bompromifed for his depart 
ture, on condition that he fliould leave all the CofFrees ferving in the 
fquadron, which were 400, and 500 Europeans, either failors or 
marines ; who were accordingly landed, and he failed away on the 
30th of September. Mr. Dally, with his ufual Ipleen, called the Eu- 
lopeans the feum of the fea; and, indeed, moft oft them for a while 
could be fit for. little more than to do duty in the town,' whilft the 
regulai troops kept the field. 

The animofity of Mi. Dally to Mr. Bufty had continued, without 
remiffion: he even employed his emiflaiies to perfuade Mr.' Bufty to 
make him a prefent of money, as a certain means of reconciliation ; 
intending to ufe the proffer as a confelTion of Mr. Bufty’s, delin- 
quency, -of which he was every where feeking proofs. Me'annefs 
VoL. ID 3 X 
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and ambition wci e never more ftridly united than in this defign. 
Mr. BnlTy, having i emitted his foimne to Euiopc, offered his ciecht, 
if emplo)cd in community with the government of Pondichciiy 
and Mr. Lally’s, to raife money foi the public feivicc; but tieatccl 
the hints of the othei piopofal, as the dcfperate zeal of his adlierents 
uiivvarianted by himfelf. They faw one another but fcldom, but 
weic obliged to coriefpond on public affairs. The lettcis of Mr. 
Lally were leplete with fufpicion, jealoufy, mfinuation, aitihce, in- 
dolence, ’'farcafm, and wit; Mi.BnfTy’s, with fagacity, caution, de- 
ference, aigument, profound knowledge, the jufteft views of affairs, 
and the wifeft means to promote their fuccefs : and Mr. Lally him- 
'felf, whilft he pretended to iidicule, refpedled the extent of his 
talents. Their diffentioii was in tins hate, when the arrival of a 
frigate from France on the 20th of Auguft brought oidcrs from the 
king and mmiftry, lecalhng all the intei mediate officers, who had 
been fent with commiffions fupeiioi to Mr. Bufly’s, and appointing 
him fecond in the command, and to fucceed to it after Mr. Lally. 
This diftmdlion produced a moie civil intercom fe, and Mr. Lall)', 
with feeming complacence, afked the affiflance of his counfels. The 
iirft he gave was die moft obnoxious he could. Rajahfaheb, the 
unfortunate but mfgmficant fon of Chundahfaheb, had lately found 
means to perfuade Mr. Lally to appoint him Nabob of the Car- 
natic; and the ceremony had been performed with oftentation, in the 
month of July, both at Arcot and Pondicherry. This promotion^ 
without the paiticipation of Salabadjmg, the Subah of the Decan^ 
was a public renunciation of his alhance, and might be improved by 
Nizamallyto confirmhim iiitheinteseflsof theEiighfli. Theapproach 
of Baffaulut Jung on the Northern confines of the Carnatic appeared 
to Mr. Buffy a refource,. not only to re-eftablifh the former union 
with Salabadjmg, but hkewife to jfirengthen the immediate opera- 
tions of the French aimy, by offering Baffaulut Jung the government 
of the Cainatic and itS' dependencies under the fandlion of Salabad- 
on condition that he would join them with his troops. Mr. 
Lally at firff revolted againfi: the idea ; and his averfion to it was 

' imputed 
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imputed not nroic to Iiis je^iloiify of the impoitance which Mi. 
Bufl}’ would icgain, by his influence with a prince long accuftomed 
to refpefl Ins chaiaftei, than to his own obligations to Rajahfaheb, 
who It was faid had purchafed his appointment. However, Mr. Lally 
Jiad contented, that Mr. Bufly fliould raaich with a detachment 
to join Baflaulut Jung, and conclude the negotiation, when the 
Trench fquadion tailed away fiom Pondicheiiy, where news ^ 
arrived the fame day of the aflion at Vandiwatli, on which Mr. 
Lally, as a complete vifloiy, liied a hundicd guns lound the 
ramparts of Pondicheiiy, and nrotc magnificent accounts of the 
fuccefs'to every man of confequence within oi near the piovincc. 

Mr. Bufly ai lived at Vandiwatli on ,the 5th of Oftobei. The 
Englitli army had left then encampment in fight of this place the 
day before; they halted two dajs at Tiivatoie, during which heavy 
jams and the bad quality of tlie only watei they had to drink brought 
iicknefs upon the camp, which canted Major Brereton to quit this 
pofl:, and repair to Conj'evcram, wheie they arrived on the yth. 
On the fame day, Mr. ButTy maichcd from Vandiwatli with all the 
ti oops encamped there, reinforced from other pai ts to 1 500 Euiopeaii 
foot and 300 horfe, betides the black horfe . he expefiled the Enghtli 
might wait, and give battle, but they were gone; and the garnfon 
left in Trivatore, which was only ten Eniopcans, and a company of 
Sepoys, furrendered to him at difcretion. Draughting t 5© of the 
European horfe, and 400 foot, to accompany him to Baflaulut Jung, 
he fent back the retl of tlie aimy to Vandiwath, and ariived at Arcot 
on the I oth ; where he was detained fevei al days, by the rams of 
the monfoon. 

Baflfaulut Jungadvancingfrom Poloregave out that hewould attack 
Nelore; but when he came neai the Pennar quitted the fouthern 
road, and, turning to the' weft, encamped on the 10th of September 
on the plains of Sangam, a town with feveral pagodas on the bank 
of the liver, 16 miles from Nelore. Here he fummoned Nazeabulla 
and the three greater Polygars to come and pay their obeijflance to 
him in perfon. Nazeabulla contrived to make him believe magnified 
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repoits of the foice of his gairifon, and of tioops coming to rem- 
foice It from Madiafs, which brought on a civil inteicourfc of letters 
between them; but the Polygais he dcf]ufcd, and refohed. not to 
Ipaie. They, howcvci, feaiing to offend the Enghfli go\crnmerit, 
eiideavouied to evade the vifit b} various cxculcs, on which be fent 
Ins hoifc over the nvei tofoiagc on the arable lands foi thcm/civcs, 
and to feize cattle and giain for the icff of the aimy. This detri- 
ment not pi evading, he paffed the river with his wliofc force, and 
on the iff of O£lobei encamped ,it S}daporam, a confideiable town, 
where the hills of Bangai Yatcham iicgiii on this lidc, and fituated 
wnthin ten miles of Venkilaghcrii, the place of his icfidcncc, and 
20 fiom Kalaffn, which is the piincipal tow’n of Damcrla Vcnki- 
tappah. Heic he waited, not a little difficffed for money, and cx- 
peding the ariival of Mi. Buff), wdio, on the i8th, had made bis 
lirft day’s maich from Aicot, wdien he w^as ffopped Ihort by extra- 
ordinary intelligence from Vandnvadi. 

Moie than a year’s pay was due to the w hole army: w'hat money 
had been fupphed to them lately was in lieu of their jirov ifions, 
when not fuiniflied legularly. The foldicis believed, that much 
more than came had been brought by the fquadron, and, what was 
worfe, that their general had amaffed and fecreted great wealtli. 
Their intiepidity at the aftion of Vandnvafli had mereafed the 
indignation of their diffrcffcs. They complained continually and 
openly, nor did the ofEcers chufc to jiunifli them on this fcoic; be- 
caufe the plea of their difconteiit was true. On othcis they wnflied 
to preffrve the ufual difcipline. On the i6th fbme foldiers ofLorrain 
were puniffied; fome foi negledl of duty, but others for flo\cnlmefs, 
which they could not avoid. In lefs than an hour after this chaffife- 
ment, the drums of Lorrain, compelled by 40 or 50 of the foldiers, 
who had concerted, beat the general; and in an inftant every man 
of the regiment was under aims; and in a few minutes all con- 
curred in the fame 1 efolution • lefufmg to admit the commiffioned 
officers, and every feijeant, excepting two, they marched in order out 
of the camp, tov/ards the mountain wdiere the Englifii army had 
' ' 4 ^ lately 
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lately encamped. The officeis of Tally’s and the battalion of India, 
hearino- the drums of Lori am, beat the general likewife; and turned 
out the line, thinking the camp was going to be attacked by the 
Englifh ; and fome of the officers who had perfifted in accompanying 
the men of Lorram, pi evaded on them to flop ; -but could not, to 
leturn, before they knew the intentions of Tally’s and India, of whom 
they had fome doubt, whether not preparing to funound and attack 
them. Foi this puipofe they detached a picket to confer with them, 

- of whom the fpokefman was the bolded: of the mutiny, and, inflead 
of propofing any conditions for Lonain, exhorted all he harangued to 
follow their example, and rediefs their common wiongs, unlefs the 
whole army immediately received the full ai rears of their pay. His 
words ran like fii e all, animated with the fame fpirit, cried out, mai ch. 
The expodiulations of their officers weie vain, they weie ordered to 
retire. Paities and detachments were commanded, which bi ought 
up the field-ai tillery, the tumbrils, oxen, tents, and baggage, and 
even obliged the buzar and market, which confifted of 2000' per- 
fons, and a multitude of animals, to move with them, and to which 
they appointed the ufiial guard. They fent hkewnfe to demand the 
colon! s; but, feeing the officers determined to "die lather than' de- 
liver them, defifted. As foon as every thing was gathered^; the 
wffiole line, with feventeen pieces’ of cannon, marched away. As 
fbon as they arrived at the mountain, they with one voice eleiSled 
La Joye, the ferjeant-raajor of the grenadiers mf Lorram, their 
commander in chief; ^ and henmmediately nominated another fer- 
jeant his major-general, and appointed the befi: - of the rank and 
file to command the diffeient companies, with the ufual titles 
of commiffioned officers. Oideis were then prepaied, and lead ^ 
at the head of the men,' exaftmg every article of the fervice. The 
.camp was pitched, centries, pickets, advanced guaids, rounds, calls, 
with every detail of duty and difciplme, ftridly obferved. Tliey did 
not like, but did not lefufe, the vifit of feveral of their officers; 
but foibade every interference ' that feemed authority. On hints 
whether they intended to go over to the Englifh, they pointed to 

their 
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their cannon, which -weie langed in fiont of the camp, facing the 
' noith, from whence alone the appearance of the Englifli aimv 
could he expedled. The mght paffed without not or confufion. 

In the mean time, expieffes weie fent to Pondicherry, where the 
whole council immediately affembled at Mi. Lady’s, who accufed 
them all, as the inftigators of the levolt; hut pioduced 10,000 pa- 
godas out of his chell, and fent them by the Vifcount Fumel, with 
the promife of a general paidon to the troops. The council likewife, 
gave affurances that the whole ai rears ihould be difcharged m a 
month, and fent their plate to the mint, as an earned:, which 
example w'as followed by many of tlie inhabitants. Fumel ariived 
early in the morning of the aqth at the camp of the troops, who 
had moved fix miles farther on to the weftward, towards Aim: He 
w'as peimitted to confer with their chiefs, whom .he harangued on 
the obvious topics of defertion, diflionoui , and the defiiruclion of all 
the French inteiefis m India, and thought them fiifficiently relented, 
to appeal to the whole ; who, according to his requefi:, affembled 
round him on the plain, to the number of 2000 men. He gave 
bints of the money and pardon ; and his reprefentations had well- 
nigh converted them, when 70 or 80, who were the defperate mu- 
tineers, and had kept aw'^ay from the alfembly, rufiied in with their 
bayonets fixed, and faid, that nothing could be determined without 
their confent, which Ihould never be given to a reconciliation before 
they had received every farthing of their arrears. Fumel, thinking 
neither their number or violence fiifficient to revoke the imprefiion 
he had made, broke up the affembly, fignifying,-that he fhould re- 
turn to Vandiwalh, and wait there thiee hours for their determi- 
nation, before he. returned to Pondicheiry. Within the time the 
anfwer came ; the ferjeant La' Joye was a fenfible man, and difap- 
proving, although he commanded the revolt, prevailed on them to 
be content with receiving fix months pay immediately, the 1 eft in a 
month, and a general amnefty, figned by Mr. Lally, and all the 
members of the council of 'Pondicherry. Accounts wete imme- 
diately begun; and, whilft waiting for them and 'the return of mef- 
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foigeis fi oiii Pondichei ry, the troops continued abioad with the 
flime legiilaiJty as befoie, undci his coininand. The paidoii ai rived, 
and the money v'as paid on the 2 id in the moinihg, and the whole 
body, excepting 30 who had defeitcd, maichcd back under the com- 
mand of their foimer officers to Vandiwaffi, where before evening 
the whole camp was enlivened with dances and jollity, as if after 
fome fignal fuccefs. > , 

Mr. Buffy, on the firft intelligence of the revolt, refolved to pro- 
ceed no faithei, until he faw the event. The difcontent caught the 
troops he had taken with him, and he was obliged to appeafe them 
by a month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up 
the fix months, as to the icfl; of the aimy, was remitted from Van- 
diwafh; and befoie he refumed his maich, feveral incidents had 
happened, which neceffitated him to change the date of his detach- 
ment, and the rout he intended to take. 

As foon as the Englifh arm), returning from their unfoccefsful 
attempt at Vandiwaffi, arrived at Conjeveram, 200 Europeans, with 
two held-pieces, 200 black hoi fe, and 500 Sepo}s, were detached 
under the command of Captain Moie, towaids the encampment of 
Baffaulut Jung at Sidapoium; they were to be joined m the way by 
the fix companies of Sepoys at Tripetti, by 1000 belonging to 
Nazeabullah at Neloie, and by the Europeans in both thefe places, 
who were about 70, This force was intended to follow and har- 
rafs Baffaulut Jung’s army, if they ffiould maich round to meet 
and join Mr. Buffy ; but it was the 15th of O 61 :ober before they 
reached Kalaftn, where the troops fiom Tripetti arrived the fame 
day, but thofe from Ncloi e had not yet advanced. The two Poly- 
gars, Bangar Yatcham and Dameila Venkatypettah, teirified by the 
cavalry of Bafiaulut Jung at their borders, and doubtful of the dif- 
tant protedlion of the Engliffi troops,- tempoi ized, and according to ' 
his fummons went to his camp, accompanied by Sampetrow. This 
man, who has been formerly mentioned, came into the province with 
the Nabob Anwarodean Khan, and had ferved as his Duan, or 
prime-minifler, until jus death after which, he was fometimes 
confulted and employed, but never tiuftcd, by Mahomedally, and 
' , had 
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had a'little befoi e the fiege of Madrafs letiied with Ills wealth, which 
was confideiablcj to Kalafln. Ills dilguft to the picfcnt Nabob had 
attached liim to INlaphuzc Khan, who hill continued hclpiefs and 
difcontented, endcavoiii ing to keep up the dihurhanccs which he had 
cieated in the Tinnclly counliics. An officci deputed by them 
both went to BafTanlut Jung, as foon as it was known that he had 
icpaiatcd fiom his hiothcis, iSalabadjing and Nizamally ; and it is 
laid, leconded the advice of the Ficnch in his Icnicc, to cntei the 
Cainatic, but with\c]y diflcicnt \ icws ; foi Sampctiov, who ma~ 
naged the intiiguc, intended that Bahaulut Jung fhoiild inoclaim 
himfclf Nabob, and appoint him his duan ; foiefceing that the 
concerns of his countiies ncaiei the Kiiflna would foon call him 
a-way ; wdien he intended that Baflaulut Jung fliould nominate Ma- 
phuze Khan his deputy in the Cainatic, and Samjictrow continuing 
duan, w^ould, by his afccndance ovei Majihnze Khan, gather the 
wdiole power of the go\ einment into his own hands. When it was 
objedled what engagements w'cre to be taken oi kc])t with the F rcnch, 
Sampetiow faid. None, if poffiblc, with cithci them or thcEnghfli; 
but, if neceffitated to chufe, Maphuze Khan w'as at leaf!; cquall) free 
fiom prediledlion to either. As a fpccimcn of his own abilities for 
the fituation to which he afpiied, he perfuaded the tw^o Pol) gars to 
make each of them a piefcnt of 40,000 rupees in ready money, and 
added the fame fum of his owm. This affiftance w'as very much 
wanted, and gave recommendation to his counfel, of which he was 
expedlmg the effedl, W'hen an officer of the firft diftindlion in Sala- 
badjing’s court, and the confident of Nizamally, arrived in the 
camp, wnth offers of friendfliip, reconciliation, and grants, to dif- 
fiiade BafTanlut Jung from entering into any alliance witli the 
French againft the Englifli. 'Nizamally forefaw that the ftandard 
of his brother, as the Ton of Nizamalmuluck, with the force he com- 
manded, and his refources, if adling in conjundlioii with the French 
in the Cainatic, might turn the fortune of the war in their favour: 
and, in their fuccefs, he faw and dreaded, with abomination, the 
reftoration of Mr. Buffy to the councils of Salabadjing, as the rum 
of his own ambition, Baffaulvit Jung inclined to the advice of Sam- 
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pctiow, and would piobably have advanced into the plains of- the 
Cainatic, with equal profefiions to the Fieiich and Enghfli, if the 
Englifli tioops had not ai lived as they did at Kalaftn. Then ap- 
pearance difcoiicertcd him thcnioie becaufe the commandei of the 
French tioops in his aimy, and the agent deputed to him ftom 
Pondicherry, had, with as much confidence as impiaidcnce, afliired 
him, befoie he crofied the Pcnnai, that Mi. Biifi} would join him 
at Sydaporum on the ifl of 0 (Slobei. It was now the 19th, and 
BaflTaulut Jung, fo long difapjiointed, would not at length believe 
that Mr. Bufiy had even left Pondicheiry; when leports airived of 
the levolt at Vandiwafli ; On which, he beat his gieat dium, re- 
crofled the Pennar, and marched to the K. w. into the countiy of 
Cudapah, towards the capital of the fame name. The L'lench tioops 
accompanied him, diftrclTcd for nccefiTaiics; but then officers pre- 
v'ailcdonhim to lequcfi: of Mr. Biifl}', that he would immediately 
advance and join him in Cudapah. Mr. Bufly leceived this intelli- 
gence on the 24th, and fet out the fame day ; but, as mote than half 
the way he had to pafs was through the mountains, he took with 
him only three companies of Sepoys, 100 of the European horfe, and 
200 black under a good partizan, which he had enlifled at his 
own cxpcncc at Arcot, bccaufe thofe he had brought from Vandi- 
waffi were gone of!' for want of pay. They marched without artil- 
lery and with verj little baggage. 

The monfoon, with figns of Hormy weather, warned Admiral 
Pococke to quit the coaft; the picfidency endeavoured to peifuadc 
him to leave fuch of his fliips as did not rcqniie the dock, in the 
bay of Tnnconamalcc; from whence tlicy might letuin with the 
fair weathei in January, ready to oppofe any part of the French fqua- 
dron, which might be fent back expcditioufly from the iflands, in 
order to command the coaft during the abfence of the Engliffi ; but 
Mr. Pococke judicioiiflv refohed not to diminifh his fticngth, until he 
had loundcd Cejlon, and was far enough up tlie Malabai coaft to 
be fure the enemy were not waiting to meet him there, undei this 
very difadvantage : but promifcd, as foon as fccurc fiom this event, 
to fend round Mr, Cornifh’s ffiips, if they ffiould join him in the 
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way. On the i6th, the Revenge, which had been left cmizing to 
the foil th ward, came m with intelligence that Ihe had on. the 8 th 
fallen in with Mr. Cornifli’s divifion, and three Indiamen, having 
on boaid Colonel Coote, with 600 men, the lemainder of his legi- 
ment, and that they were beating up to Madrafs. Mr. Pococke 
failed, with his fquadion, at break of day on the i8th, and the fame 
night met INIi. Coinilh’s ofFPondicheiry : he immediately put fnch 
of the tioops as weie on boaid the men of war into the Qneenfbo- 
rough fiigate, and lent her away, with the thiee Indiamen,, to Ma- 
diais; weie they did not ariive until the 27th, taking ten days 
againft the monfoon to gam what with it might have beearun inas- 
many hours. As foon as the troops were landed, 200 from the camp 
were embarked, in five Indiamen, for Bengal, with Major Calhaud, 
whom Colonel Clive had lequeRed might be fent to take the com- 
mand of the army in that piovince, if Colonel Coote fhould be de- 
tained to ferve on the coafl;. Sixty Europeans had been fent a few 
days befoi e to Mafuhpatam ; but thefe detachments Were partly com-i 
penfated by another exchange of prifoners with Pondicherry, fionx 
whence .170, all that remained there, were delivered, and arrived^ 
on the 1 7th at Madrafs. i , > i ' r ^ 

The laft exchange before this in Angnft had cleared .Tntchmojioly. - 
of the remainder of the French prifoners in confinement there. The 
numbers which, on different fucceffes, had been brought into the city,' 
were 670, all taken during the, , campaigns , of Colonel Lawrence, 
under the walls of the city; but only 400 were remaining to, be ie- 
leafed, in the late exchanges . of the lefi; mofi: had died ; 30 had been 
lent on their offer of enhftmg to ferve with Mahomed Iffoof in the 
countries of Maduia and Tinivelly; and the otheis, who, althougli 
foreigners were not Frenchmen, Lad been admitted to feive in the' 
garrifonof Tiitchinopoly, which, the final clearance of its, dungeons 
leleafed from the fevereft and. moft anxious part of their duty. 
The detachment of 90 men fent. from Madrals, ai.riveAat the city on 
the 26th of Auguft. The Dutch at Negapatam would' not let them 
land in then bounds, which obliged them to come on lliore in the open 
town of Nagore, were they would have been, expoled to rifque, if 
3 there 
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there had been a flrong force in the 'F j each foit of Karical.' With 
this reinforcement the gaiiifon had 250 eftimated Europeans, mod: 
of whom were invalids, defeiters, or Topaffes, and 3000 Sepoys; 
and the Nabob ftill maintained his 1000 hoife, which had affoided 
parties fufficicnt tofccuie the levenues of the diftli6ls of Tiitchiho- 
poly louth of the Coleroon, of Seiingham on the othei fide, and even 
fai ther on to V olcondah, before the detachment with Fumel had ex- 
tended the authority of the French government as far as Utatoor. 
The mtei mediate -villages, of which the French had lately taken 
pofTeffion, had lemained for many months before unmolefted, and 
weie flounfhing; and, as foon as it uas known that Fumel was re- 
turning from Volcondah to Pondicherry, Captain Jofeph Smith de- 
tached Captain Richard Smith, with 1 80 Europeans, foui guns, 800 
Sepo}s, and 500 of the Nabob’s horfe, to recovei the country that 
had been loft. They marched on the i8th of September; but had 
only ciofled the Coleroon, when news of the ariival of the' Fiench 
fquadron at Pondicheny alarmed the Nabob fo much, that to quiet 
his appi ehenfions, all the Europeans, with 600 of the Sepoys, were 
recalled into the city; but the hoife, with the otbei 200 Sepoys, 
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton, when detei mined to maich 
againft the French at Vandiwafh, had .enjoined Jofeph Smith to 
undeitake fome entei prize which might draw off apaitof kheir 
force from their ftations towaids the Pahai, and oblige them to de- 
tain to the fouthwaid, what might be at this time inthofe quaiteis; 
his letteis arrived on the 6th of Odlober. J. Smith had foi fome time 
meditated an attempt to retake Devi Cotah by furpiize, to give the 
fquadron a certain ftation, fiom which they might be fupphed with 
water and provilions, without begging leave, as it were, of the Danes 
and Dutch. The oppoi tunity was at this time probable ; for, confiding 
in. the lemotenefs of its fituation fiom any of theEnglifti ftations, and 
wanting tioops in other paits, Mr. Tally had reduced the gariifbn to’ 
30 Europeans and 100 Sepoys; and the Coleroon, which difeni- 
bogueth into the fea near Devi Cotah, was at this tirrie full and rapid. 
On the night of the 9th, Captain Richard Smith, witli 140 Euiopeans* 
and Tojiaftes, 300 Sepoys, two petards, and fome fcaling laddei s, ' 
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embarked in two large boats, which ferved as fen ics over the Colc- 
roon, and thirteen of wicker, covered with leather, which arc like- 
wife \ifed on the fame nvei. Lieutenant Horne, with 500 Sepoys, 
and two field-pieces, marched two days befoic to Tanjoie, and the 
Nabob’s hoifc, with the' 200 Sepoys, advanced from Outatoor to the 
difliiiSls of Verdachclum ; all the thicc paitics were to join, and at- 
tack Chilambarum, if the attempt on Devi Cotah fuccecdcd. It was 
cxpcfled, that the cuirent would carry the boats down m 60 hours, 
although the dillance by the courfe of the livcr is 200 miles. 
Heavy lains commenced as foon as the tioops were embarked, and 
continued this and the fuccccdmg day. At the noon of the nth 
they landed in an unfiequentcd part covered with wood to diefs 
then meal and clean their arms ; in the enfuing night, one of the 
large boats, in u hich was Enfign Hunterman, with half the Eu- 
ropeans and Topafles, the Icaling laddcis and petards, and feven of 
the fmallei boats, loft the mam channel of the river, and entered 
into that which leads from it on the left toward Chilambaium, 
and foon after ran aground on a bank of fand ; where feeing no- 
thing of the other boats, and uncertain whether they were before 
or behind, or whether they might not likcwife have ftruck 
on fome fand, Hunterman refolvcd to remain w'hcic he was until 
day-light ; before which. Captain Smith, with the reft of the boats, 
wasarnved at the lendezvous, five miles from Devi Cotah, and 
waiting for thofe with Hunterman, which did not conic up until 
the evening. This delay difeovered the detachment. Neverthe- 
lefs Captain Smith marched acrofs the land, and took poft on 
the 14th, intending to cfcalade in the enfuing night. Two broad 
and deep channels of the Coleroon pafs along the north and fouth 
lides of the fort ; the ground to the weft was at this time a moi afs ; 
the eaftern face ftanding on dry fand, was the only part acccflible j 
but had a dry ditch and glacis; both, however, flight. The boats 
carrying the troops diopt down the north channel to the ftrand, 
where all landed. The Europeans were to efcalade, the Sepoys to 
fuftain them, and no fire was to be given by any on any caufe, 
before the Europeans had gamed footing on the rampart. The 
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,moon was lifen, and the Europeans with the ladders were never- 
thelefs at the foot of the wall before they were difcoveied by the 
garnfon, who immediately thronged and hied; which the Sepoys 
at the crefl of the glacis, w’-ho fliaied part of it, returned in much 
huriy and confufion, and then ran away ;< on which Captain Smith 
feeing no farther probability of Ihccefs, ordered the Europeans to 
1 etreat likewile. Thirty of. them had continued in the boats, un- 
able to move with fwelled legs, acquired by fitting 6o houis'up to 
their knees m water; and nine, who were foieigners, had defert- 
ed. The next day he received intelligence' of the lepulfe of the 
Enghfli troops at Vandiwafh, fignified with apprehenflons of evil 
confequenccs from the ill fuccefs ; and this' news, with the mif- 
chances of his pai ty, and the preparation of the garnfon rendered 
farther perfeveiance imprudent. In the morning the difabled men 
were.fent off to Atchaveram, and the reft followed in i the afternoon, 
The-ftvelling .of the rivers had prevented Horne’s detachment from, 
adyanemg beyond Tanjore and if they had, the news of the re- 
pulfe at Vandiwafh, would equally have prevented the attempt on 
, Chilambanlm ; and they were ordered to return to Tritchinopoly ► 
Captain Smith followed, with his own detachment, and all the 
ftores, . through the country along the foulh bank of the Coleroon, 
and arrived on the 24th. The fmall boats were burnt for "want of 
hands to carry them- back, but the two larger were left to be towed 
up, as foon as the freftres weie palled, ' , 

All the revenues colle<fted by the French government, even when 
their pplfellions were moft extended^ had never fufftced foi the e'x- 
pences of the field. Much ground had lately been lecovered by the 
Englilh; whofe reinforcements, and then late, although unliiccelsful,, 
attack on Vandiwafh alarmed the country on the fouth of the Pahai ;< 
in which many of the villagers were.quittmg their fields, which'gave 
the renteis fpecious pretexts 'to requiie abatements on 'their leafes 
from the admimftration of Pondicherry. No_ money, and many 
debts remained ih the treafuiy there : and the late revolt demonftra-. 
ted that the troops could not be trufted for the time to come any 
longer than they fhould be_ftri6tly paid. The only part of the pro- 
vince- 
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Vince, whether under the French,, the Eiiglifli, or the Nabob’s au- 
thority, which had lately. remained exempt fiom ^ravage, contubu- 
tions, or military operations, was the country from Outatoor to the 
fouthern diftnas of Tritchmopoly; including ^ the iich ^and fertile 
vifland.of Seii'ngham; wherethe approachingrhaiveftmf'Dec'ember,^ 
whichis by^far^the.'greateft of.the )^ear, promifed m- this, a m'oie 
abundant crop thalnufual. ^ The government’s fhare was valued "at 
6do,ooo rupees,- and would be receiyed in 'February. . Fiom-thefe 
confiderations JNlr. Tally refolved to take pofTeffioir of thefe coun- 
tries, AMth a force fifhcient to keep..the'gairifoiv of ^Tritchmopoly 
within their avails. But as this could hot be efFedled', without ex- 
poling the flations and countiy near thePaliar.to rifque, by^tliefub- 
ftradtion of liich a nuthber of troops ashvould be fent away to the 
foiithwaid, hefneant to llation 800 men near Arcot, 'who were to 
move to the relief of any place that 'might be ^attacked; and, with this 
affiftance in profpeft, he fuppofecL that the.garnfons* he' Ihonld leave 
in the foi ts,'although yery flender, would ’defend themfelves* to ''ex- 
tremity, andcprotiadl the'liiccelfe's’of the Englifli Torce, uiitif his 
objedt to thefouthwaid was accomplilhed. ’ Mr. Deleyiit, and the 
Council of Pondicheny,' objefted to theTeparatioA of the army,” as 
fraught Avith the moll 'dangerous confequencesv: Mr. Tally imputed 
their repugnance to the intention he had declared of farniiiig out the 
colledliohs under his own inl]^>e6tion, by wduch they would he de- 
piived, as he luppofed, of then ufual perquilites; and they attiibuted 
lus propenlity to the expedition' to the fame Ijiiiit of peculation. - 
To confirm the ajipearance ofinaintainirig thePaliar; a detachment 
of 50 men of Tally’s regiment attacked thiee companies of' Sepoys, 
polled 111 a village called Checknmaloie, fituated on the Ibuth bank of 
the river, in a line oppolite to Conjeveram ; but the Sepoys Hood firm, 
killed five, and took three men, with an officei moi tally wounded.- 
Two companies ivere likeivife polled at Salawauk, between Outra- 
malore and Chinglapet, of which Tieutenant Fletchei drew off one 
to llreugthen the efcort pioceedmg with the lall exchange of French' 
pnfoners to Saclrafs ; on which the French guard at Outramalore 
drove away the other company remaining at Salawauk ; but a few 
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days after, Lieutenant Fletcher recovered this poft. At the fame 
time, parties and detachments weie continually moving, to accom- 
plilh the difpofitions Mi. Lally had aiianged. The troops allotted 
for the fouthern expedition were 900 Euiopeans, of which loo were 
cavalry, 1000 Sepoys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon, 
under the command of Mr. Crillon; their rendezvous was at 
Thiagar, to which they leloited from different parts by ^arioiia 
routes, and were all alTembled there on the eleventh of November. 
Neither the Prefidency of Madrafs, nor Captain Smith at Trit- 
chinopoly, obtained any certain account of their force or,, inten- 
tions. The Nabob’s hoife, with the 500 Sepoys, which had been 
fent to’ ,Verdachelum, and had done no little mifchief during 
their excurfion, had returned to Utatoor on the 1 2th,- and were halt- 
ing theie on the 15 th,, when they difcoveted an advanced party of 
the enemy,- Avhich they Tuppofed' the vjhole, and immediately le-^ 
treated to -Pjitchandah a few hours after, the enemy came up to 
Samiaveram.} and the next;day, their horfe advanced, and reconnoitered 
the banks 9£ the Coleroon, and then fdi back and took poll w^ith the 
relf in, the, village and pagoda of Munfurpet.-, The whole foi;cc^ 
was 35 Europeans, ^tPPTIoffiees, 500^ ^epoys, two guns, and fome 
black horfe, commanclcdbya pai tizan^ and two fiibalterns ; offWdiich 
Jo^ph Srnitji obtaine^l right intelligence; aiid eaily,rthe next morn- 
ing fent out 10 companies ,of Sepoys,./ 2p Europeans andTopaffes, fix 
field-pieces, and ^400, of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of his - 
fecond Richard Smith, and TLom thci intimacy 'between^ them.'he 
accompanied the dptachmentasxaivolunteer. They croffed the Caveri- 
and Colei 00m oppofite tO" the^vcatyi y The village of Munfxirpet- 
had rice-fields m front, through which’ the road onwards to theTo- 
lerooaw.^s a caufeway raifed abov^ethem; fo that’the eiiemyhadiio at-, 
tack to fear. oil this fide,, ,a;idjtheirnetreat. was open to Samiaveiami 
and Utatore. The banks ' of the Cokioon are ’ deep . and higlv^and' 
the water at this time was fo low - as to lun only hi-imall channels, 
leavmg huge, beds of fand,.and afhore of it, nndef the banks.^ TlireT 
companies of Sepoys were fent up the bank with- the colouis' of all 
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the compaiiie'?, which they difplaycd at pi oper diflances to refemble, 
whilft the main body of the detachment filed -unfeen under the 
bank, two miles on to the right, when quitting the rivei, they con~ 
tmued their maich in the bed of a watcr-couife then dry, which led 
to the noith, and bi ought them on two’milcs, ftill undifcovered, until 
they were^'in a line with Munfurpet, when the watCr-courfe turn- 
ing another way’ the tioops came out of it; and as they were afeend- 
mg a rifing giound juft befoie them, within a mile and a half of 
Munfuipet, weie for the fiift time peiceivcd by the enemy theie; 
whofe confufioh was much lefs than might have been expedled fiom 
the fui prize'. They got, although in huiry, their line into order, 
and began to letieat faft in ordei to gain Samiaveram. The Nabob’s 
hoi fe weie detached to haiafs and impede then front, and hy hard 
diiving four of the field-pieces were brought ncai enough to fire upon 
their' line of march, when they \ ery imprudently unlimbcred their 
guns to*return this file.' 'Neveithelefs the piiifuit lafted four miles, 
when they halted in a village, to ftand the biunt; but were foon 
beat fiom their guns, and the whole broke, and every man begged 
quarter. One officer,- 1 5 Europeans, and 30 CofFrees, were made 
prifohers; moftof the reft of thefe tioops were Tilled during the purfiii’t 
and fight. Some of the Sepoys were cut down in the beginning of the rout' 
by the Nabob’s hoffe, who were immediately ordei ed to fjiarc all who 
flung down their arms. The two guns, two tumbrils, a gi eat quantity 
of ammunition, all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken. Captain 
Richard Smith conveifing with one of the prifoners, obtained m^’ 
formation from him of the force with Mr. Crillon, and, to his gi eat 
ftirprize, that it would encamp this veiy- evening at -Utatore, and ad- 
vance on the morrow. Fatiguing as the femce of the day had been, 
no time was to be loft. The whole detachment, with their pri- 
foners and fpoils, leturned that night to the bank of the ColeroonV 
and.flept on their arms; and early the next morning began to crofs 
the river, in which a fudden frefti was commo; down, which obliged' 
the latter part of the detachment to pafs in boats, and the laft boat 
in which was one of the guns, was driven on a fand, from whence 
it took four hours to releafe it, and four men were drowned 111 the 
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attempt; and by this time the forcmoft of CiiUon’s troops appeared on 
the bank of the river. The flood kept them there until the 20th, when 
they crolFed into the ifland of Sciingham, and encamped oppofltc 
to the weft face of the pagoda, m which Cajitaui J. Smith had ftationed 
300 Sepoys, 500 Colleries aimed with then long lances, and two 
field-pieces, with Euiopean gunneis. The outward wall of the pa- 
o-oda. beino- 4.0 feet hio-h, can neithei be defended noi efcaladed ; and, 
if battel ed down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dift 
ficult to pafs. The gieat gateway is within, 40 feet high, 30 broad, 
and 40 thiough to the infide of the pagoda. As it is impolfible to 
weild gates of fuch a fuiface, a w^all 20 feet high had been raifed 
aciofs the middle of the paftiige, and in the wall was left an opening, 
m which hkewife no gate had been credlecl. A tiench was theiefoie 
dug aciofs the paftage infi out, and a parapet was raifed behind the open- 
ing for the field-pieces. Atday-bieak on the 21ft, the French advanced 
theii heavieft cannon, which foon beat down the 2:>aitition-wall, and 
difabled the field-pieces on the parapet. They then lan to the aflault, 
and ftormed their way in ; not without much reliftance fi om the 
Sepoys, but very little from the Colleiies. Irritated by their lofs, 
they refufed quai ter for fome time aftei all refiftance had ceafed. 
They then turned out whom they had fpared, when the mufketry 
filed upon tliem as they were going away, and Ibme of the European 
hoife rode after and cut down others: but neither with the permif- 
fion of their officcis. The gaiiifbn of Tiitchinopoly beheld this 
wanton cruelty from the walls; but could give no relief. Few .of 
the Sepoys regained the cit), and one of the three comiianies was 
entirely loft. Jofeph Smith reproached Ciillon feveielj fbi this 
barbarity. 

The Prefidenc}, as foon as certified of the deftination of this part 
of the French army, refolved that the whole of their own fliould im- 
mediately take the field. The choice of operations was left to Colonel 
Coote, who on the 21ft of November came from Madiafs to Conjeve- 
rara, where the largeft divifion of the troops were in cantonment. 
Having taken the command, he immediately aftembled a council of 
war, in which it was agreed, that the feparated and diftant fitua- 
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tions-of the enemy’s tioops, left a fail oppoitumty to reduce tlie fort 
of Vandiwafli, which it was detei mined to tiy. The tioops which' 
had landed with Colonel Coote, joined the camp at Conjeveram on 
the 23d; ft onv whence Captain Prefton was fent off the fame day 
with his own company of infantry and of the pionceis, to remain 
at Chinglapet, in rcadinefs to advance with them when called for 
to Vandiwafli, bunging hkewifetwo cighteen-poundcis and ahowitz. 
The next evening Maj 01 Breieton proceeded with a ftiong detachment 
to attack Tiivatore; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main 
body advanced towaid Arcot, where all the enemy’s tioops in the 
field weie encamped. Thefe difpofitions were meant to perplex their 
guefs of what blow was intended; they had moft icafon to expeft- 
againft Arcot, but neverthelefs concluded Vaiuliwafli. 

Ajiarty fent foi waid by Major Biercton mvefted Trivatoi e at nine 
at night, but kept their guards fb negligently, that the garrifon, 
which were only a compaii) of Sepo) s, clcaped through them be- 
fore morning. Majoi Brei eton, leaving two companies of Sepoys in 
Tnvatore, maiched on with his divifion, and arrived the next day, 
which was the 26th, at Vandiwafli. Early the next morning they 
affaulted the pettah and cained it, after a flight icfiflance fromfome 
Sepoys, but without any lofs. 

Colonel Coote arrived the fame morning with his divifion at Arcot, 
where he faw nothing of the enemy’s troops on the ground of their 
encampment neai the town. They had fent a detachment on the night 
of the 24th, preceding the mormngthat Colonel Coote began his march, , 
which attacked the Eiiglifli poft at Checkiimalore, where the three 
companies of Sepoys had juft been reinforced, without the enemy’s 
knowledge, with 50 Europeans frorn Conjeveram. Their detachment 
attacked before day-break of the 25th, and ivere repulfed with the lofs 
of 20 Europeans, and their commanding officer, and retreated imme- 
diately to Chittapet; to which, as appointed the general lendez- 
vous, the reft of the troops in the field at Arcot weie on their march 
in the evening of the 26th, whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap- 
pi caching the ground they were quitting. In the evening of the 
27th, fome hours after his ai rival at Arcot, Colonel Coote received 


Book XL ~ The CARi«-ATrc, 

an exprefs fiom Majoi Brereton of his fuccefs on the pettah of Van- 
diwafh; and immediately made a forced march towaids him. Thenext 
day, he left Major Monfon to bring on the line, and proceeding with 
the cavalry, anived before noon at Vandiwafa, v/here Brereton had 
almof: completed a battery for the ''two eighteen-poundeis which 
accompanied his divifion. It was eieded in the wefiern pcitah, 
ao-amf: the tower and cavalier in the s. w. ans:le of the fort. In 
the night, , another batteiy was begun near the n. w. angle of the 
fouthern pettah, diiedlly oppofte to the fame towei^ and both 
were completed before the morning; but as the two eighteen- 
poundeis expedled from Chinglapet were not arrived, two twelve 
poundeis brought up from the line were mounted in their ftead. Hi- 
therto the enemy had fired day and night fiom the walls, and only 
(lightly wounded one man. The fire of the batteiies ojiened with* 
the day, which was the 29th, and the tower attacked was filenced, 
and a pradicable bleach made m it, before noon, when Colonel Coote 
fummoned the French officer, who anfweied, that he fhould obey 
the orders he had received, to defend the fort to extremity. The 
batteries then continued to difmantle other paits of the defences; and 
in the evening Majoi Monfon came up, with the mam body of the 
army. 

In the morning,- the Kelhdar lent fbmeof his officeis and fer- 
vants, to ftipulate for his own fecurity in the event. Colonel Coote 
‘pledged himfelf to continue him 111 the fort, and m the lent of the 
diffridfs, as a dependant of the Company, if he would, with his own 
troops, feize, and deliver up thofe he had admitted belonging to the 
French; but infifted on a pofitive anfwer by two in the afternoon; 
at which hour no anfwer came ; but a little after, the French foldiers 
appeared on the walls, and called out that they would deliver up the 
foi t. Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and immediately 
ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take poffeffion of the 
gateway; who when they came there, were told that the key was 
with the Kelhdar. This baulk might have produced untoward con- , 
fequences, if Colonel Coote, at the fame time that he fent the Sepoys 
to the gate, had not advanced himfelf with another company to the 
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bleach, which they cnteiecl without oppofition ; and being immedi- 
ately followed by fome of the olHceis with the picipict, no refinance 
was attempted in any pai t of the foit. The tioops belonging to 
the Ficnch weie five fubaltein officeis, 63 piivate Euiopeans, and 
100 Sepoys, the Kellidai’s, 500 hoifcmen and foot. In this fuccefs, 
not a man of the Englifh tioops was killed, and only five weie 
wounded. The Engldh forces had thiice before been againft this 
place, and in the laft were repulfcd, as we have lately feen, with as 
much lofs as they had fuffered in any aclion in thefe wais. Tlie 
Kellidai had figned the tieaty juft as the tioops entered; but his 
impoitance in the piovincc, hiS relation to the family of Chunda- 
faib, his long connexion with the French government, and his in- 
veterate enmity to the Nabob Mahomcdally, weighed unjuftl} moie 
than' the reliiecl due to a contra6l of which he was fulfilling hla 
part. He was brought to Madiaft, behaved haughtily, and would 
gLve no account of his treafurcs, which he had fent av^ay to Codas 
Guddy, a fort on one of the higheft hills near Veloie, in which 
refided the vndow of Subdcially Cawn. The Nabob faid, that the 
making him prifoner was of more impoitance than the reduclioii of 
the foity but offered to releafe him for ten lacks of rupees. 

The French troops in the field had made no motion from Chittapet 
to interrupt the attack; and, as then madlion rendered it unneceffary 
to maich agamft them. Colonel Coote refolved to attack Carangoly, 
before they were leinfoiced fufficiently to rifque an engagement. 
Carangoly isfituated35 miles w. s. w. fiom Vandiwafli, 12 to the 
foutlxa little wefteily from Chinglapet, and 18 from Sadrafs and 
the fea. The fort is large, having four not veiy unequal fides, of 
which the ciicumfeience is 1500 yards. It is built of ftone, and^ 
has, before the main wall and the towers, a parapeted faufebray, and 
a wet ditch. The four fides nearly face to the cardinal points of the- 
compafs; a pettah, feparated from the fort by an eliilanade, and 
extendingin a curve, entiiely enveloped the north, and part of theweft 
andeaft faces of the fort. As the Weakeft part, becaufe neareft to the 
oppofite pettah, the Fiench had thrown up a glacis before the north 
fiont, but had not completed it before the tower 111 the n. e. angle.- 
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Theaimy, by detachments, entered the pettah, on the 4th of De- 
cember, and were expofed to fome fire from the foi t, which killed 
a grenadier. The attack was confined to the north front, which, 
befides the two round towers in the angles, had the ufual voluminous 
defences of a gateway, and a fquare tower on each hand of it ; in all 
five piojeftions. On the 6th the army had finifhed, and began to fire 
fiom a battel y of two eighteen-pounders, oppofite the fquaie tower 
next the round one in the angle on the left of this front. One of 
the o-nns fired to breach in the angle of the curtain on the left of 
the fquare tower, and the other to take off the flanking fire of the 
round, but the fire of the fort was much fupeiior; for befides feve- 
lal old guns long belonging to' the foi t, the French had nine excellent 
pieces well mounted, which they brought to this face ; and em- 
l3iafures not only in the gateway, but in the two towers on the right 
of it, commanded the batteiy ; to oppofe which another battery for 
two guns was raifed on the left of the firfi:, which opened on the 
yth 111 the morning, -and the eight-inch howitz was planted in the 
N. w part of the pettah, which firing dead Ihellb 111 iicochet en- 
filaded in its' whole length the lampart of the front attacked. ^At 
noon of this day the -breach appeared prafticable, and Colonel Coote 
fummoned the commandant, Colonel O Keiielly, an Iiifhman, and- 
an officer of reputation in Tally’s regiment, fignifymg that if he 
perfifled, the garrifon would be expofed to the fame treatment as had 
been inflidied on the troops taken by aflault at Senngham. O Ke- 
nelley anfwered, that as the letter was not dlredled in Fiench,. he 
had not opened it; and as foon as the tiumpet who bi ought it had 
reached the pettah, lecommenced the fire. It continued hotly on 
the 8th and 9th; when Colonel Coote advanced a zig-zag fiom the 
breaching battery. On the loth in the moinmg, there only le- 
mained fliot for two hours ; and more had been fent for from Ching- 
lapet ; but before the batteries ceafed, a flag of truce, little expeded, 
appeared on the walls. Time was at this time of moie impoitance 
than any thing but the difgrace of a repulfe,' and Coote granted al- 
mofl: all that was afked. The garrifon, which confifled of 1 00 Euro- 
peans, including officers, marched out with then aims, two lounds^ 

a man,. 
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a man, fix days provifions, colouis flying, and drums beating : the 
Sepoys were difaimed, but likewife fet free. Four of the mne guns 
belonging to the French had been difmounted, two Europeans weic 
killed, and five dangeroufly wounded. The Sepoys had fuffered more. 
The lofs of the Enghfli troops was Lieutenant Campbell of the.ar- 
tilleiy; a grenadier, a Sepoy, and aTopafs mortally wounded. 

On the i2rth, the army encamped again at Vandiwafii; wheie 
they weie joined the fame day by Captain More, with kis detach- 
ment from the noithwaid. Thefe troops had advanced, accom- 
panied by thofe at Tiipettias far as Nelore, and were joined on the 
road by the party vof. Europeans jfationed, there with Lieutenant 
Elliot; but the tioops of Nazeabullah although ready had not 
Eirred a ftep from the Vv'alls ; he neveithelefs pietended that the 
■dread of his pieparations had been the principal caufe of BafTaulut 
Jung’s retreat out of the Carnatic. All alarms having ceafed in this 
part ofithe country, Captain More fent back Elliot’s party to Nelore, 
and thofe which had come from Tiipetti, and retuined with his 
own divifion by the way of Tnpaflbre to Conjeveram. 

Colonel Coote, when marching againfi: Vandiw'afli, had ordered 
'Captain Wood, if .to be done with fafety, to advance from Covre- 
pauk, and take poll in the city of Arcot, m order to prevent the 
Trench garnfon in the fort there from colledfing provifions. -Wood 
arrived in the, town on the 28th, with 300 Sepoys, 50 Europeans, 
and 50 black hoife, who, without the leafl: oppofition, took pof- 
felfion of the Nabob’s palace and the adjacent fl;i eets, although not 
half a mile from the fort; where they obliged the Fiench renter 
and the principal inhabitants to redeem the reft of their property, 
(by furnifliing at the market-price a. large quantity of rice, of which 
the fcarcity was increafing every da:y by a general failure of the 
harveft in this pait of the country. Captain More’s detachment 
was ordered to j'oin Captain Wood’s on their return, and both to 
make preparations for the attack of the fort of Arcot, againft which 
Colonel Coote intended to march as loon as he had reduced Caran- ' 
goly. They had colledled fafcines and other materials, and had even 
begun to conftrudt one of the batteries, when they were obliged to 
. ' defiftp 
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defifl, and retiie, on the 9th, by the approach of Mr. Buffy le- 
turning from the northward with a much largei fo'rce than had 
accompanied him out of the province. 

After fifteen -days march, and three of halt, Mi. Bufify, with his 
detachment, arrived on the loth of November at Baffaulut Jung’s 
camp, which was lying on a plain, fix miles from the city of Cu- 
dapah. The diftance from Arcot in the diiedl; line is no miles 
nearly north; but 300 by the road, which winds more than two 
thirds of the way along the valleys of rocky mountains. The 
French detachlnent with Baffaulut Jung, the Europeans as well as 
the Sepoys, weie, for want of money, in want even of food; and to 
maintain them, their officers had Ibid every thing of their ov/n, but 
their clothes; from fimilar diftreffes, although not fo feveie, the 
tro'ops of Baffaulut Jung were ready to revolt. His propolals to Mr. 
Bull}' weie, “ that the Fiench fhould regard him as the ablblute 
mafter of the province of Arcot, fhould lurrender to his authoiity 
“ all the countries of which they weie m poffeffion, whethei in this 
“ province or in the dependencies of Tntchmopoly, and he would" 
account with them for one-third of the pioduce; but whatfoever 
‘‘ might hei eafter be conqueied,'fhould become entirely his own, free 
“ of this dedudtion. All affaiis and troubles were to be regulated by 
“ the Duan he fhould appoint. The French were to fwear they would 
** affiff him againff Nizamally, if he fhould enter the Carnatic 
“ With whom they fhould make no treaty without the participation 
“ of Baffaulut Jung ; and, after they had conquered or made peace 
“ with the Englifli, ffiould furnifh him with a body of troops, to ■ 
“ make war on Nizamally. After the peace, he was to be put 111 
“ full poffeffion of the whole Carnatic, and-^ its dependencies, ac- 
coiding to the ancient ufages, when the French were no longer' 
“ to be entitled to any part of the revenues. s He might return 
“ into the Decan whenfoevei he pleafed ; and, during his abfence 
“ from his capital of Adoni, the French were to furnifh' a-ddtach- 
“ ment of 300 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, < with ai tillery, ,ammu- 
nition, and ftores, to gaiiifon this place; and tiie expence>of this 
“ body of troops might be deducted out of his fhare of the revenues 
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“ of the Cainatic. As his troops were unpaid, and lince the difafter 
‘‘ of Nazirjing weie afiaid of ferving m the Cainatic, Mr. Buffy 
fhould immediately lend him foiu lacks of lupees to be diftributed 
“ amongft them as the only means of engaging them to march, if 
“ this agreement thould not takeeffedl after his airi\al at Arcot, he 
“ and his army (liould be recondudled out of the province with 
“ friendfhip and good faith.” The tenor of thefe terms bore the 
fl’ongeft marks of Sampetrow’s advice; Mi. Bully anfwcred them 
by other propofals, which left the ifiue of every one made by 
Balfaulut Jung uncei tain, and liable to future difcullions and ai- 
rangements. The perfonal conferences only widened the diffeiencc, 
by dilcovei'ing moie cleaily to each the views of the other; but 
Balfaulut Jung took no perfonal difguft to Mr. Bully, and at his 
folicitation ilfued patents fubje< 5 ling, at leaft in woids, the whole 
province of Arcot to the gov'-ernment of Mr. Lally, and enjoining 
all the chiefs and feudatoiies to pay him the ufual tributes and 
obeifance. In the fame plain where Balfaulut Jung and Bulfj v ere' 
encamped, were likewife l)ing two other confderable bodies of 
tioops, the one a detachment of 3000 Morattoes appointed to guaid 
that part of the teriitoiy of Cudapah, which had been ceded the 
year before the laft to the Morattoe Jurifdidlion; the other was a 
body of 2500 Pitan horfe, belonging to the Nabob of Cudapah. 
Mi. Bully, by former intercourfes, knew the officers of both. The 
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to inhll 100 of their 
horfe, the fame number of Balfaulut Jung’s, and 200 of the Mo- 
rattoes; and to fupply the immediate wants of the Fiench troops at- 
tending Balfaulut Jung, and his own detachment, which he now 
joined into one body under his own command. This whole foice 
colledled, confided of 350 Euiopean mfantry, 100 European horfe, 
2500 Sepoj'-s, of which 500 were Arabs or Abjlfimans, 800 black 
horfe, and 10 pieces of cannon; vath which he marched away on 
the 1 6th of November, five days after his arrival, returning by the 
fame way he had come. On the loth of December, he arrived at 
Aicot, from whence his approach had obliged Captain Moore and 
Wood to return with their detacbmentb to Covrepauk, and from 
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hence Cdptain Mooic proceeded with liis to the aimy at Caiangoly, 
to which It added i8o Euiopeans, 1 200 Sepo)'S, and 160 black horfe. 
The Europeans icplaced the numbei which wcic left in garrifoii at 
Vandiwadi and Caiangol) , and the Sepoys weie moic. 

The lofb of thefe jilaces was the feveiefl icpioach of the erioi 
which Mr. Tally had committed in detaching fo gicat a pait of 
his foice to the fouth\\aid: of which he himfclf ^^as fo fenhble> 
that he juflifiied it only by the diftiefs to , which he was reduced for 
money to fupply the immediate pa} and fubfhlence of the army. He 
now fent expieffes to lecall them all, excepting 300 Euiopeans, which 
weie to be left in the jiagoda of Seringham. The main body of the 
French troojis remained waiting their ai i ival at Chittapet. Mr. Bully 
left his foice about the town of Arcot, and went himfelfto Pondi- 
cherry. The horfe he brought fpread themfelves, and committed 
every kind ofiavage and delliudlion as fai as Conjcveiam, between 
the Paliar and the mountains. A body of Morattoes belonging to 
Morarirow had been for fome time at the pafs of Cudapanatam, w. of 
Veloie; they were commanded by Inms Khan, whom we have feen 
ferving in the former wars of Tritchinopoly. Both Madrafs and 
Pondicheny had agents in their camp, ti eating foi their fervice. The 
Englilh, Morarirow knew, had moll: money; and pretending, that 
he had incui red gi eat charges in prepai mg a body of troops at their 
requihtion, to march to their affiftance before the liege of Madrals, 
foi which he had not been paid, the terms he now demanded were 
peremptory, and the rates high. They cndea\onred to bargain 
lowei; and he, as the Ihortell: means,' m his own politics, to make 
them conclude immediately, accepted 20,000 lupees from the French 
agents, and fent a thoufand of his horfe through the hills, who did 
not join their camp, but in two days weie, on the Englilh ground 
between Arcot and Conjeveram. 

Colonel Cootc, with the army, marched from Vandiwalh on 
the 13th, and encamped the next e-vcning at Papantanguel, a 
town fix miles forwaid in the road from Tnvatore to Arcot; in 
which lituation, half a day’s march enabled him to interfedl 
the enemy’s tioops movingto join each other, whethci from Aicot,. 
- Vjol. IL 4 A 
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01 from Chittapet; but none appealed; for few of the returning 
troops from Seiingham, and none they cxpedted from Pondicheuy, 
were as yet come up; and the divifion lemaming at Arcot was 
too weak to venture, bcfoie the otheis weie advanced near enough, 
to enfure the jiuiftion. On the i6th, the army marched, and 
encamped at Muleawady, fix miles ncarci Aicot, but flill to the 
fouth of the Pahai. By this time, the hoife brought by Mr. 
Buffy, and the Morattoes let loofe by Morarirow, were committing 
every kind of ravage and defolation in the country to the noi th 
of this river, and as far as within 20 miles of Madiafs. Thouiands 
of cattle were fwept off in as many days, which they fold to 
the fiifl purchafei, at feven or eight foi a lupee, and then made 
them again the booty of the next excurfion. With this experience, 
the inhabitants would no longei ledeem them; after which, no fub- 
miflions exempted thcmfelves from the fword, and all abandoned the 
villages and open countiy, to feek flielter 111 the woods, forts, and 
hills neareft their reach. Not a man ventuicd himfelf 01 his bul- 
lock with a bag of nee to the camp; which, for thiee days, were 
totally deprived of this ftaple food. Exceffive lains fell duiing the 
17th and all the next day, which the tents could not refill:; and 
from the neceffity of affording the troo])s fome i epofe, Colonel Coote 
marched from Muleawady on the 19th, and put the whole aimy 
into cantonments in the fort of Coviepauk, and the villages adja- 
cent. The next day, he went to Madiafs, to confci with the Pie- 
lidency on the meafures neceffary to be taken againfl the force 
which had been fent to recover the countries of Senngham and 
Tritchinopoly : for intelligence had not yet been acquired, that the 
greateft part of them were recalled. 

The redudlion of Vandiwafh, notwithftandino; the lofs of Serine- 
ham’ revived the reputation of the Englifh aims in the fouthern 
countries. The king of Tanjoie fent horfc and foot, and Tondi- 
man and the two Moravers their CoUenes, to the Nabob at Tntchi- 
-iiopoly. Ml. Tally’s ordeis, recalling the troops, were immediately 
obeyed. On the 9th, 600 European foot, and 100 hoife, left the pa- 
goda, and tecroffed the Coleroon. As foon as they were gone, Capt. 
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Jof^h Smith lefolved to circumfciibe the ti oops which remained, as 
' much as the ftiength of his garrifoii allowed, and detached 500 Se- 
poys, and as many Colleries, to invefl: Cortalum, a mud fort on the 
ibuthern bank of the Caveri, 15 miles w. of Tiitchinopoly, which 
were followed the next day by 300 more Sepoys, two fielH--pieces, 
two cohorns, and 50 Europeans, under the command df Enfign 
Moigan. The foit, in which were fome Sepoj'S, capitulated as fboii 
as the cannon appeared. Enfign Moigan then lent half his detach- 
ment to attack Totcum, another foit like, and almoft oppohte to 
Cortalum, in which were 10 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, who de- 
fended themfelves until Morgan came up with the reft of his force, 
when they ftirrendered. From Totcum, Morgan marched to Samia- 
veiam, in order to join another detachment from the city, when both 
were to proceed againft Utatoor. Eaily on the r6th, Joleph Smith 
leceived intelligence, that a convoy of ammunition, guaided by a few 
Sepoys, were on the road from Utatoor to Sei ingham ; and at the 
fame time, a party of 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys fent from 
Seringham to join and afliire the arrival of this convoy, were per- 
ceived ci offing the Coleroon; on which he -detached 40 Europeans, 
400 Sepoys, 200 of the Nabob’s horfe, and fome Colleiies, acroft 
both rivers, under the command of Enfign Bridger, with orders 
to proceed to Samiaveram, where he was to be joined by Morgan’s 
party from Totcum, and both united, were to take poft at Samiaveram 
in order to intercept the return of the enemj-’s detachment. At the 
fame time, Captain Richard Smith marched out of the city with 
100 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and three guns, and took poft on the 
Ibuthern bank of the Caveri oppolite to the Pagoda of Sering- 
ham; where he foon after knew, by a fignal from the rock 
of Tritchinopoly, that 100 moie Euiopeans had marched from 
the pagoda, and were paffing the Coleroon; "on which, as had been 
concerted, he crofted the Caveri, and kept up the hotteft fiie he 
could agamft the gate of the pagoda, which was returned from 
vaiious fcaffoldings within, and Captain Smith v/as wounded; 
but ftill perfifting, the enemy, as had been forefeen, recalled their 
detachment. Soon after Enfign Bndger’s fignals gave token that 
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he was in poffeffion of the pagodas at Samiaveiam ; but that Enfign 
Morgan’s party was not yet come up. The next moining, the 
French detachment which firft marched from Seringham, returned 
with the convoy from Utatooi, and advanced boldl}- to the upper pa- 
goda of Samiaveram ; near which, Enfign Bridger w^as prepared to 
oppofe them. On the fiid; firing, mod: of the coolies tin ew down 
their burthens of ammunition, and lan away ; on which the ti oops, 
with the reft, took poft m the lefter pagoda, and, fliutting the gates^ 
prepared for defence. But in lefs than an houi, Enfign Moigan, 
with the whole of Ins force fromTotcum, appeal ed,‘and the enemy 
ftinendered. They weie a captain, a lieutenant, and 3S grenadiers. 
Of Biidger’s^ detachment, feverai Sepo)- s, with a ferjeant of one of 
the companies, and three Euiopcans, were killed. Thefe opera- 
tions were of confequence; for this being the feafon of haiveft, 
and the corn ready to reap, the renters, as ufual, yielded the go- 
vernment’s fhaie, which amounted to 100,000 rupees, to the ftronger 
force. The intelligence of thefe fuccefles had not reached Madrafs, 
when Colonel Coote arrived there from the camp, but advices were 
received that the greateft part of the French force were returning 
from the fouthward ; neverthelefs, the prefidency w^ere much in- 
clined to indulge the anxious and repeated requefts of the Nabob, 
to reinforce Tritchiiiopoly v/ith 200 Europeans, in older to retake 
Seringham and Utatoor, and to recover the countries which had' 
lately been loft, with fo much detiiment to his revenues ; but the 
arguments of Colonel Coote, confirmed by the recent example of 
the fame error committed by Mr. Tally, and its confequences, evinced 
the impropriety of dimimftiing the army at this time, when it 
feemed that the Fiench were colledling their whole force, in older 
to iifque the fate of the Carnatic in a general battle. His reaions 
prevailed ; and he returned on the 25th to Covrepauk, where, dur- 
ing his abfence, nothing had happened, but a fkirmifh between the 
black horfe of the army, which were increafed to 700, and an' 
equal body of Morattoes, whom they beat oft'. On the 24th, a 
detachment of 40 black horfe, with fome Sepoys of the garrifon at 
S Vandiwafh, 
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Vandiwafh, fui prized a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, qnarteied in' a 
village called Niconum, 1 5 miles to the fouth, of whom they killed 
twelve, and diljieifed the left. 

The main body of the French army from Chittapet, I'ncreafed 
by the letnrning troops fiom Seringham, and whatfoever more 
could be {pared from the gairifons to the, fouth of the Paliar, had 
advanced to i^rcot, foon after the Englifli filed off to Covrepauk. 
Thus then whole foice, but ftronger than before, was once again aft 
fembled; and they encamped along the fouth fide of the river quite 
up to the fubuibs of the city. On the 26th, Colonel Coote moved 
the Englifli aimy to Chinefimundrum, a village fix miles fro'm Co- 
vrepauk, and five from Ai cot, where the ground afforded a very ad- 
vantageous encampment ; for a large tank extended in front, a mo- 
lafs on each hand, and the only accefs in front and reai was by a 
caufe-way. On the 29th, the Generals Lally and Buffy came with 
a paity of hoife to reconnoitre the camp, and a fkirmifli pafiTed 
between them and the out-pofts. The next day, the greateft part 
of their horfe appeared again, and, after, feveral motions, made an 
attack on a guard of Sepoys, pofted in a village called Tnmetcheny,, 
about a mile in front of the camp, and cut down feveial of them 
m the ftreet ; but the 1 eft kept their ground in the houfes, and 
revenged the lofs by killing feveral of the horfe, who, feeing other 
troops advancing, retiied. On the 31ft, three companies of Sepoys 
crofled the ii\ei, and, at three in the moining, enteied, and beat 
up the camp of the Morattoes, which lay on ,the right of the 
French encampment. All fled, as ufual Vv hen furprized ; but of the 
few fliot which were returned, one chanced to wound Enfign Mei e- 
dith, who commanded the party ; after which, the Sepoys could not- 
be prevailed upon to purfue their fuccefs by deftroying the ani- 
mals and baggage. Thus clofed the^ year 1759, the -thud of this 
dubious war, with the two armies in fight of each other, but nei- 
ther ready for immediate decifion; for the Englifli were afiaid' of 
the fuperioiity of the enemy ^s cavalry, and were waiting in ex- 
peftation, not only of drawing /ofF- the body .of 'the .Morattoes,- 
which were with them, 'but hkewile of being joined by 2000 more 
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who weie ftill lemaiiimgLWith I'niiis Khan on the othei (ide of the 
mountains. On the other hand,^ Mr. Lally was likewife negotiating 
for the fame affiftance, and ftill miftiufted the attachment of his 
European troops, although equal in nurDber to the'<Englifh ; and 
waited for an addition, by tlie return of what remained of the de- 
tachment w^h'ich had been Tent hi Apiil, under the condudl of hli. 
Moiacin, to reinfoice Mafulipatam. 

Not venturing to land the troops, as Mafulipatam was taken. Mi. 
Moracin failed aWay on the l8ih of April,' andan five days arrived 
at Ganjam^ which is fituated at the northern extremity of the Chi- 
cacole province on the fea.’ The Fiench had long kejit a’trading- 
houfe here, and w^ere connedted with Naiiaindeu, the jirmcipal Ra- 
jah in this part of the province : the fort and wood of his refidence 
jis called Moherry, and is htuated twelve miles from the fea-fliore, 
/and thiity miles w. s. w. fiom Ganjam. Befides Moheir)^, he had 
' fix or feven other forts, which he moie inland, and farther to the 
' north. His conftant foice was 3000 men, befides which he occa- 
fionally hired from the other polygais. The Rajah Vizeramiauze, 
dui mg his admimftration undei Mr. Bulfy in the province of Chi- 
cacole, had by fome feveiities provoked the hatred of Narraindeu; 
which devoEed, after the death of Vizeramrauze, on his fuccelfor, 
Anunderamrauze, who, as w^e have feen, had invited and joined 
the Englifh, whom nevei thelefs Narraindeu had lefs reafon to dif- 
iike than the French, under wEofe authority the vexations he re- 
lented from Vizeramrauze had originated. Neverthelefs Moiacin 
piopofed, “ that their forces united Ihould march firft againft the 
“ Englilh fettlement of Vizagapatam, and then againft Viziana- 
“ garum, the principal refidence of Anunderauzc. If fucceJfsful 
“ thus far, they W'^ere to go on, until joined by the French army of 
“ obfervation, which was with Salabadjmg, when Mafulipatam was 
“ ftormed : probably Salabadjmg would affift in retaking this place, 
“ andNairaindeu, in reward'foi hisfervices, was to be placed in all 
“ the advantages polTeffed by Anunderauze.” Nanamdeu accepted 
the terms, but with no intention of profecutmg the expedition, any 
farther than the continuance of .his own advantages. 
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But the Fiench troops, having expelled to land at Mafulipatam, 
wefe not provided with equipments for long marches, which it re- 
quired much time to prepare at Ganjam. There were in the de- 
tachment 43 Englidr fokliers, who had been taken pnfoners, and had 
enteied into the French fervice, on condition of being only em- 
ployed on this expedition, Thiity of thefe men together made 
their efcape fo'on after they landed,^ and,' through many haidlhlps, > 
found their way to Cuttack in Orixa in the middle of May, where 
they weie relieved by the Enghfh -reiident, Mr. Grey, who fent 
them to Balalbie, from whence they were cohve)ed to Calcutta. 
Seven more ai rived at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in fe- 
veral other defeiters of other nations. It was the beginning of 
July before Mr. Moracin was ready to march; by which time, he 
had expended all his ready money, and the fubliftence of the de- 
tachment depended on the fale of fbme tiumpery commodities, and 
the piecarious faith of Nariamdeu ; who, however, ^accompanied 
them with his troops. After three or four marches, they Were dif^ 
tieflfed to extremity for piovihons, which neither the aimy of Nar- 
raindeu, nor the inhabitants of his towns, would iupply without 
money. At Burrampoor, a town in the hills, lix miles before you 
arrive at Mogherry, the French foldiers entered the hou/es to get 
viftiials ; a fray enfued, and blood was fhed on both, lides. Narrain- 
deu, with all.thevtrbops, immediately left them ; and fummoned the 
affiftance of the neighbouring chiefs. The French detachment, 
having no alternative, marched back towarcb Ganjam. Narramdeu, 
and his allies, met them in the- .way, and Hood what they called a 
battle ; but the European ai ms, as ufual, ealily dilperled them ; 
and the detachment took poft in Munfurcottah, a^town fituated eight 
miles from Ganjam, in a country abounding in flocks and gram, 
where they colle6ted proviflons, although lurrounded by the enemy ; 
with whom they commenced a negotiation, of which Narraindeu 
leemed to be as defirous as themfelves. To conclude it, one of the 
French officers, named Darveu, went to Narramder in his camj^, 
but' accompanied by 40 Europeans, and the fame number of Sepoys. 
On their return, they wCre attacked by the wholeJbice they had vi- ' 
^ ' ' lited. 
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fited, and all the Euiopeans excepting thiec weie killed; the Sepoys, 
not being fo ranch the^objedl; of this tieacheiy, fuffeied lefs. Mn 
Motacin'imraediatcly returned to Ganjam, and encamped within 
’ and round the Ficnch fadtory, which is on the rivei-fide; and threw 
up w^oiks fufficicnt to protedi: his detachment from attacks thiough 
the avenues of the town, which Nariamdeu, and his allies, furroimded. 
Of the two fliijis which bi ought the detachment, the Harlem had 
been difpatched to Airacaii foi provifioiis, and the Briftol had 
beendiivcn afhoic m a hard gale of Avind, before the troops marched 
to Buirampore. Theie was on the Jdocks on the river fide a large 
fiiow; aiid in the iivcr, feveral fmallei veffels belonging to the fac- 
toiy, in which they intended to return to Pondicherry with the 
noicliern monfoon, after the Englifli fquadion fhould have quitted 
the coafh In the mean time, they continued for many days, fkii- 
mifliiiig with the troops of Nariamdeu, who at length ofFcied to treat, 
which produced a ceflation of hoftilities, but no teims of leconci- 
iiation; for the demands of the French were inpioportion to the in- 
juries they had received; and Nariamdeu only meant to faye the cx- 
pences of the field, with feciuity that the Fiench tioops would not 
make meurfions into his country, after his own fliould have returned 
to their quarters. This they pioraifcd, and remained quiet. 

* In the mean' time letters fiom Nariamdeu to. Colonel Clive ar- 
rived 'in Bengal, requefting him to fend a body of Europeans, whichj 
joined by hiS own force, might eafily take or deftroy the whole of 
the French detachment with Moracin. The report of the defei- 
ters’ confirmed the feafibihty of this proje6l. But'^the dubious ftate 
bfthe'Enghfh affairs, and the decreafe^of their milita'ry force ih Bengal 
fcafcely permitted airy faither diminution of it;' hovyCver, Coldnel 
Clive, with his ufual fpnit of enterpnze, determined to try the expe- 
riment. Sixty Europeans,' half of them artillerymen, were.era- 
haiked on the Hardwicke, which- had loo Europeans as her crew. 

, The fhip failed out of the river on-the 30th of September, and on the 
; yth of Oftobei anchored-m the road of Ganjam under Dutch colour^. 
.Two French officers immediately Came on board to enquire nev/s' 
and were detained prifoners. Captain Sampfon then went afhoRe unV 

der 
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der a paffport to Moiacm, magnified the foice he^had brought,- faid 
more was coming, and propofed that he fhould fui lender his whole 
detachment to avoid unneceflaiy bloodfhed. But Moracin had ob- 
tained jufter intelligence. Samfbii then landed meffengers which 
got to Narraindeu, who being by' this time certified that the French 
. detachment .would foon go away of their own accord, had no fai ther 
. motive 01 inclination to lenew hoftilities againft them . but neveithe- 
"lefs promifed Sampfon that he would foon appear with his army, 
and aoain inveft the toivn. A civil intercourfe of melfuages conti- 
-nucd between them until the 20th, when Sampfon being convinced 
’ that he intended to do nothing, failed away for Bengal. 

" ’ Ln the beginning of November, Mr. Moiacin embaiked fiom Gan- 
jam with 40 Europeans in afloop, and on the i ith landed at Coca- 
iiaia, which lies clofe to the fea, on the right-hand of a fmall river, 
about 20 miles N. E. of the eaftein aim of the Godaveri. On this arm 


- are fituated-the Enghlh and French fafloiies of Ingeram and Yanam. 
Of the prifoners taken at Mafuhpatam, mod: of thofe who had been 

- admitted to give their pai ole, haddepaited,andwei erefidmg at Yanam, 
waiting for embaikations to proceed to Pondicherry; and, on this 
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and informed him fully 

- of the date of afFaiis in this pait of the countiy. The diftridts from 
the Godaveri to 'Cocanara, were under ,the government of Jugga- 
pettyrauze, a neai 1 elation of Anunderauze. They had long been 
at enmity, and when Anunderauze iitvited the Enghfli, Jaggapetty 
joined the‘Fiench, and with his' troops accompanied them at the 
battle of Peddipore, After the 'Viftory Colonel Foide granted 
away his countries to Anunderauze, who hitherto, for 'want-*of the 
sTfliftance he expefted from the Enghfh, had not ventured_to employ 
his own force to get .poffefiion. Jaggapetty neverthelefs expedt- 
ing to be attacked by him, had kept the field on the weEern arm 
of the Godaveii, and fiom his camp correfponded with :Mr.^ An- 
drews, the Englifh chief at Mafuhpatam, to revoke the ceflion-made 
to'his ‘rival. ''His fort of SamekCotah is only ten milesjinlalid from 


Cocanara. Mor-aciiT fent agents thither and to his camp, to propofe 
an alliance, informing him of the force that was following from 

" f O 
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Ganjam, and piomidng more from Pondicherry. Js-ggapetty nei- 
ther concluded, nor lejedled the propofal; but neither he nor his 
people at Samel Cotah gave even, the comrhoii affiftances of the 
country to the troops with Moracin , who, for want of provifions, 
committed violences, weie refifted, and moft of them were either 
feized by the Oihcers of the diftridl, or took fervice with them; 
which reduced Moracin to re- embark on the floop with five or fix, 
the remainder of his pajty; they failed on the 19th, and a few days - 
after arrived at Pondicherry. 

The troops remaining at Ganjam were 250 eftimated Europeans, 
but of which half weie TopalTes, and..ioo Sepoys. They embaiked 
undei^the command of the Chevalier Poete, on the fnow and two 
iloops, rigged and manned with the fldres and crew of the Briftol: 
they arrived at Cocanara on the 19th of December; and Poete lent 
afhore fifty > Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations of 
Jaggapett;yrauze; immediately after they landed, a haid gale of 
wind diove the two (loops afhore. 

The troops fent fiom Bengal with Colonel Forde had received 
repeated orders from this Prefideiicy to return thither from-Mafiili- 
^ patani ; but they were to march over land the whole way, in order 
> to meet, and attack Moracin’s detachment, who it was fuppofed 
, would be, if not at Ganjam, fomewheie on -the coafi. The rams 
would not permit the Bengal troops to take the field until the be- 
ginning of November; before v/hich. Colonel Forde had failed in 
the middle of Odiober from Mafiilipatam for Bengal, whei e he ar- 
rived juft' in time to render one more very impoitant fervice to his 
' country. The command then devolved on Captain Fifcher, and 
varying refolutions detained the troops at Mafulipatam until the 5th 
-df December. They were reduced froin 500 Europeans, and 1500 
Sepoys, to 300 of the one, and 800’ of the other . the Eilropeans, 
by death and defertion, notwithftandmg they had recruited 50 out 
of the prifoners ; but the Sepoys, chiefly by the difiniflion of 500, 
who had failed with Clive on the, expedition to Bengal, and were 
permitted to leturn fiom Mafulipatam to their homes m the Car- 

- ’ natic. 
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natic. The waters of the Godaveii weie not yet abated; near the 
fea are feven or eight channels between the two principal arms;^ 
and other fmallei riveis coming from the Colaii lake, interfedt the 
land between the weftern aim of the Godaveri and MaMipatam;; 
which lender the march along the fea-fhore, although fhorter in 
diftance, much more tedious than the inland road. The tioops 
therefore returned this way, vdiich was the fame they had come, 
exceptins:, that they paffed the bed of the Colair farther to the 
wefhwaid, where it becomes foonell; diy. At Raj ahm undrum' they 
heard, that the- French detachment with the Chevalier Poete had 
landed at Cocanara.' 

Anundeiauze, on the appeal aiice of Moracin at Cocanaia a month 
befoie, had mo doubt that he would be immediately jomed by Jug- 
gapettyi auze, and fent off a body of tioops from Vizianagaium to 
protedl the diftridls of Rajahmundrum from their inroads. . On the 
approach of this foi'ce, Jaggapettyrauze letuined with his, fiom the 
Godaveri to his foit of Samelcotah, and both weie near each othei, 
when the Fiench tioops with Poete arrived on the coaft, and the 
Englifh with Fifcher at Rajahmundrum. The officers of Anunde- 
iauze begged affiftance from Fifcher, who, advifing them to keep 
the forces of Jaggapettyrauze at bay, proceeded with his command 
as faff as fatigue and impediments peimitted, towaids Cocanara. The 
diftridl for fome diftance round this place is covered with cocoa-nut 
groves, for the ffieltei of the wea\ers; and the French tioops were 
lying in a village at the fkirt of the gioves two miles, ft om the 
Dutch foit, and the fea; and, for what reafon is not found, Poete 
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the hi ft detachment. 
Jaggapettyrauze was encamped five miles on their left, agamft 
whom the forces of Anunderauze were advancing, but in a, dif- 
ferent line of march, at the fame time, that the Engliffi troops weie. 
approaching Cocanara, who, before they came m fight of the French 
detachment, faw thcs armies of the tv/o Rajahs fkirmiffiing on their, 
right; which Fifcher deeming a proof that none of the French had. 
joined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppofed them intent only on , prefervmg 
their letreat to the fea, and fent fotwajd Captain Torke. with the. 

4 B 2 grenadiers 
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■ grenadiers, and ‘500 Sepoys, to prevent' theii* embarkation. Tbe, 
Efench ttoops had gained no certain intelligence o£ the; force 
with ‘Fifcher, and waited on them ground until they could' diftinguilh 
the numbei of Yorke’s divifion, who when near fent-ofF'the Sepoysi 
to- gain their flank, and haftened' up in fiont with the grenaiers* 
asfaft'aS they could march. The French only remained to give? 
one flie, and then ran as fafl; as. they could through the grove, fol- 
lowed 'almofl; at the fame pace, to gam the Dutch fadloiy,. into: 
which they were admitted. Yoike immediately flirrounded the fac-^ 
tory, which had veiy flight defences,, and Fifcher coming up in the* 
evening with the main body, mvefted it more clofely, and peremp- 
torily demanded the French tioops, whom, after a very formal 
protefl, the Dutch agents delivered' the next day,, which was the' 
28th of December. In the enfuing night Poete failed with the reft' 
of his detachment 200 men, Europeans and/Topaflfes, all in the 
fnow. Fiom Cocanaia the Englifli troops maichedion to Vizaga- 
patam, where they ariivedmn the idth of January; andm few days 
aftei, all the Eujopeans embaikedan-two Englifli fliips proceeding’ 
jto Bengal , but the Sepoys were left to purfue their, route on Ihore 
/by Ganjam and through 'the province’ of Orixa* Thus nothing re- 
mained- to feai 111 the company’s pofleflions and acqmfltions to the 
north of the Kriflna. We fliall nowdefcribe the progiefs of their 
'' officer Mahomed Ilfoof 111 the countries towards Cape Comorin. 

He arrived at Madui a on the 4tli of May, aiid.had been abfent ten 
months. The force he left in the couiitiy, when called away, was 14 
Companies' of Sepoys, fix in the fort of Madura, five in Palamcotah,. 
and three at Tmivelly. Nothing more could be expedled from either 
of thefe bodies, than to defend the ground m light of the walls they 
garrifoned. Accordingly all the diftridls of both .provinces fiom the 
foieft of Nattam’to the gates ofrTravancore, lay fubjeft to their con- 
tributions, of expofed to their lavages; The declenfion of the Bnglifh 
affairs; which began with the-furreiider of Fort. St. David, (on which 
Mahomed Iflbof was recalled,) and continued-until the French weie 
obliged to raife thefiege of MadrafsjkeptMkphuzeKhan in continual 
hopes, that, he.fhould be loitied by-a-body of. French troops,.and efla- 
A- ' ^ bliflied 
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bhfhcd'with their affiflance-m the government 'o£ thofe countries r 
and the adminifti ation of Pondicherry, by their letters and emiffaries, 
encouraged Ihim to thinkifo. Waiting' this' fortune, “he remained with 
the. Pulitaver, ftyhng ' himfelf,' and ftyled" a / fove reign but » without 
any other means opfubfiftence than what the 'Pulitaver chofe to Pup- 
ply,, who, never regulating his moneyi by words, fcarcely fuiniflied 
him with common neceffaries. The return of IlToof'Khan betteied 
his condition; as the Pulitaver was afiaid he might at, length liften 
to aireconcilation.with the Nabob, and'Maphuze Khan, always go- 
veined.by, the love of eafe, felt no refentment at'the humility to which . 
he.had.beeii.reduced: He prefided; at lead in appearance, in the 
councils of the eaflern Polygars ; whn refolvedi to meet Iffoof with 
their unitedlfoice, and invited the wedern toithe common defence; 
who having joinedithem'againd'Palamcolah in the late.didrefles of 
the Englifli-affaii's;' expefted no pardon, and > took the field. The 
wedern league confided of: fix polygars: Catab’ominaigue, then- 
former leader,, was lately dead, Rnd had'been.fiicceeded by a i elation, 
who took as udial the fame name, and bore, indead of the indiffe- 
lenceof'his pi edecefibr, - an averfion to the Englifh. Etiaporum 
was always the next 'to him in importance,, and' novr in adlivity. 

The force which accompanied Mahomed Idbof fom Conjeveram, 
confided onlycof fix companies of Sepoys, and 6o horfe, but'he had 
on his march reqiieded' troops from Tondiman and the two' Mo- 
ravers, with whom he had always continued on good terms, and. 
30oomen, horfe, colleries, and Sepoys, fi om the three polygai s, joined 
him. on his arrival 1 at-Madui a, -where he neverthelefs immediately 
began, to make farthei levies, and by diifting and garbling out of 
all that were with -him, comiiofed a body of 300 horfe, . and ' yoo 
Sepoys, who- had feen fervice, which he Pent forwaid to lavage 
the didridts of: Etiaporum,. where they weie'to be joined by three ■ 
of the companies ' of- Sepoys fiom the'garnfbn of Palamcotah, 
whichdiad-redored its lodes -by new levies.- This body of troops 
were to' maintain -their ground until the lad extremity, in oidei to 
prevent the jun6tion.of the wedern with the troops of the eadern 
polygai s, until- Mahomed ddbof himfelf could follow with the main 

^ ' body 
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body fiom Maduia, where he-vras ufidci the necefhty of remaining 
a while longei . ' ' * 

The Colleiies of Nattam extend 40 miles, from the diftridls of 
the leffer Moraver to the weftern mountains. Their foieftlkirts the 
Madina country to the noith; and, where oppohte, is within twelve 
miles of the city. It was they who attacked the tioops with Co- 
lonel Heion in 1755. They are much iiildei than the colleries to 
the North of them in the territory of Tritchinopoly, and diffei flill 
moie from thofe of Maduia and Tinivelly, having neither forts nor 
military array. They .acknowledge no conhdeiable chiefs,, and live 
in fmall parcels, connefied by choice or relation ; fo that their dif- 
putes rare!)' exceed the pi ivate revenge of individuals. They re- 
gard all othei jicople as booty; but robber\ amongft themfelves 
as the greateft crime . and any one of them cfcorting a ftranger is 
a fufEcient piotedlion againft all the left; but without this fafe- 
guard, which is alwais paid foi, the traveller ' nfques his life at * 
eveiy ftep. Contemptible in the open field, wheie they rarely 
tmft themfelves, they are much more dexterous than any of thefe 
laces in the pradlices of ambulcade and theft. They had plun- . 
dered the countiy up to the gates of Madura of ail the cattle, robbed , 
all the villages, and continued to waylay whatfoevei parties weie 
returning to the city "with piovifions from other quarters. ' As all of ' 
the troops with Mahomed Iffoof were fit for hoftihties againft fuch an > 
enemy, he refolved to employ them in attacking their haunts, whilft i 
his levies weie forming to better difcipline. He, however, attended 
the fervice himfelf, which appeared more like one of the general ' 
huntings peculiar to Afia, than a military expedition. ' Avenues 
were cut into the foreft, and the inhabitants fhot as they fled ; but 
fbme were referved to be releafed, 01 executed, on occafion. A month 
was, however, employed before he had completed this revenge, and - 
1 educed them to beg quarter, and pay cattle, their only money, 
moftly collefled by theft; which, with others Jhe piocured, to the/ 
amount of 1000 beeves, and 2000 ftieep, were fent to Tritchmo- * 
poly, fiom whence they were foi warded at different times by Cap- 
tain Jofeph Smith to the fea-coaft, for the ufe of the fquadron, . 

and 
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and enabled them-tb keep the windward ftation, v^ithont confnming 
their own ftock of pjovifions.' ' ‘ ' 1 

On the fecond of July he began his march from Madura, with 
600 hoife, 3000 Sepoys, and 2400 other foot belonging to Tondi- 
man, and the Moravers, in all 6060 men. His artilleiy was one 
eighteen-poundei, and nine fiom fix and lower. He was fcantof 
powdei, having none but what he made himfelf; for, fince the 
defiiudlion of the mill at Madrals by Mr. Lally, the piefidency could 
not fiipply their troops and garnfons in the Carnatic from their 
-own produce; but bon owed from the fquadron, and received from 
Bombay. The mufic'ets of his Sepoys were old, infirm, of various 
nations, and not fufficient in number, and were fupplied by fowl- 
ing-pieces, and any fuzeea he could colledt. He was likewife in 
want- of flints, which aie fubftituted in fome 'parts of India by 
agate ; of which there is none in thele countiies. All thefe wants 
he reprefented to the prefidenc}'', and efpecially requefted two 
eighteen-pounders, and two field -pieces mf fix, with a fuirTupply 
of fiiot. ' ' , ‘ 1 ‘ 

His firfi: maich was to Calancandan. He had taken this foit in 
1756; but after his departure for the Cainatic, the Pulitaver and 
Vadagherri had extended their acquifitions thus far, and 'placed ■ their 
: guard in Calancandan. It was a mud fort, Avithbut ' parinon, and, 

- after a flight refiflance,: fubmitted to his. . Frorn hence he proceed- 
ed to take up _the large detachment he had fent)foiward againfl; 
Etiapoium ; who, by continually ravaging the diftndls of this po- 
lygar, kept his troops" on i their own giound, ,and deferred both him 

f and Catabomihajgue from marching acrofi the’ country to jom the 
X Pulitaver : havingi iufficiently conftrained “thefe ' chiefs, the de- 

- tachment^pioceeded againfl: .Codoiepettah, which flands nearly mid- 
. way^ in the flraightefl road between Madura and Timvelly, about 

50 miles from each. This fort had likewife been flormed in June 
4 ' 75 ^ by Mahonied.Iflbof, and ^earned, with confiderable lofl.r The 
poly gar jvas then, taken' 4)1 ifoner ; whether .reflored oj) fiicceeded by 
'another, we do- not find; but the .place was ^at this ;^tirne-in the 
hands of. one who defended it'.asjwell; forj 100' of the, Sepoys were 
voi.. : ' killed 
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-killed' and wounded.in tlie attack, .which lafted thiee days, and then 
the polygar made bis efcape by night. - The foit was immediately 
'lazed to the ground, after which -the detachment joined the main 
body with Mahomed Iflbo'f, and the whole pioceeding by the way 
of.Gangadaiam, ai rived atTinivelly in ,the middle of July. They 
■•were fcaicely ai rived, \yhcn Maphuze rKhan, whofc mind alwajs, 
wavered witheveiy change ofpiicumftances, wrote a letter to Ma- 
homed Iflbof, ofFeiing to quit his allies, and pioceed to the Car- 
natic'; piovided he was allowed a fuitable jaghire for his mainte- 
. nance . He even alked a fafeguaid to come to Timvclly. Mahomed 
IlToof, without authoiity, afiuied'.him that his rcqncds fliould be 
complied withj and lecommended them to the Pielidency, by 
whom they were refeiied to the Nabob. - , 

The midland countiy, for thirty miles to the north of the, town 
of Timvelly, is open and of gieat cultivation, and, lying between 
the eaftern and weftern Polygars, had been the favourite field of 
\thein depredations. , The piincipal fiation fiom which the eaftern 
made then inroads into thefe diftridls was the foit and wood of 
Wootamally, fituated '35 miles n. n, w.‘ of Timvelly. The Poly- 

- gar, giown rich,byeafy plunder, had many colleries, who were 
-Avelllaimed ; and Mahomed JfiToof foon aftei his ariival atTinwelly 
d marched againfi: him with .the. gieatefi: pait of his 'foice, .and ima 

few days reduced his foit, in which he placed fomePoops ; and Ra- 
tioned a guaid of -50 horfe, and fome peons and- colleries -in a place 
-called -Shorandah, as -an -intermediate poR. He was no Iboner re- 
turned to Tmivelly, 'than a multitude of colleries belonging to ,the 
-Pulitaver and '-Vadgherri-> furpiized- the guard at Shorandah, and 
' either -killed or took all- their horfes, with' their riders; on which 
' Mahomed Iffoof detached fevep companies of Sepoy-s, who recover- 

- 6d the poR, -and remained in it, -in- order to pfoteft the adjacent 

' country. ' < - -i< - - . , . » - > . i ^ 

' “ ^Equakconfufibif prevailed in-the diRri 61 :s<to theefouth ofTinivelly. 
vThe troops of the-Maliaver^br Kmg-df Travancore,' were 'making 
incurfions -from their, wall to Ceize 'the harveRs at j the "foot -of 
'^the hills -from Calacad tto cCape^Combrin. The /variety df-dif- 

- - - 1 tradlKurs, 
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traftions, which exifted on eveiy fide, could not be all oppofed at 
the fame time, unlefs a greater aimy were embodied than all the 
revenues of the two provinces could defiay. But the king was 
the leafl inveteiate enemy to the Enghfh; becaufe the polygar of Va- 
daghei n had provoked his refentmeiit, by continually employing his 
Colleries to make depredations m his country on the other fide of tlie 
mountains, through the pafs of Shencottab, which lies 15 miles to 
the fonth of Vadagherii. On this ground of common enmity, Ma- 
homed Ilfoof opened a negotiation with the king; who confented to 
a confeience at the gates of his countiy near the promontory. They 
met in the end of Auguft, and the iiiteiviev/ palled with much po- 
litenefs and feeming cordiality. The king, .at leaf; publicly, de- 
manded nothing, and agreed to defift fiom his inroads into the dif;ri6ta 
of Tmivelly, and to a 61 with a confiderable force 111 conjundlion with 
Mahomed Iflbof againf: Vadagherri, and the Pulitaver. On the 3d of 
September, Mahomed Ilfoof hill remaining at the gates of Travan- 
core,'was joined by 1000 of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy 
mulkets made in his own country, and difciphned,. although auk- 
wardly, in the European manner; but they weie well lupphed 
with llores and ammunition. , He then returned to Timvelly, and 
marching from thence with his whole force, in deference to the 
king, proceeded diredtly againf: Vadagherri, although 20 miles 
beyond Nellitangaville, the lelidence of the Pulitaver: when 
arrived near Shencottah, he was joined by an army full as large 
as his own, conhfting of 10,000 more of the king’s troops of 
vaiious kinds of infantry, who had marched through the pafs. 
This was perhaps the greatefl foice that had been affembled 
for fbme centuries m this countr}'-. Vadagherri defended his woods 
for a day, in which about 100 men weie killed and wounded on both 
fides; but in the night abandoned his fort, and efcaped away to the 
Pulitaver at Nellitangaville. 

The ai rival of fuch a guefl, who, foi the firfl time, had been re- 
duced to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver; and fet his cunning 
to woik to divert the ffoim from himfelf. The repulfe of the Enghfh 
troops at the attack of the pettah at Vaiidiwafh on the 3bth of 
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Se])tember, was known in the countiy, and was believed, as the 
Flench liad icpiefented it, a fi^nal defeat. Maphuze Khan had le-* 
cened Icttcis fiom Baflaulet Jong and the government of Pondi- 
•eheii}^, which enconiagcd him to think, that they fhould veiy fooii 
overpoWci the Enghdi in the Carnatic, when he might expedl to 
be fiibftituted to his bi other Mahomed Ally, who was -to be 
depofed fiom the Nabobfliip. This correljiondence, and thefe ex- 
pedtations, the Piilitavei communicated to the king of Tiavancore, 
and offered, if he would quit the Englifli, and join Maphuze Caun 
againft them, to give him whatfoevei difliidls in the Timvelly 
oountiy might he convenient to liis own. The King immediately 
expofed thefe documents to Mahomed IfToof, and dfanding on 
his impoitance, demanded the ceffion of Calacad and the adjacent 
diff lifts, foi which he had fo long contended againft the Nabob’s 
government. He faid, that more teiritory than he claimed had 
already been ieco\eied with his afliffancej that what might 
be refufed by one, would be leadily given to him by another; 
and that, if he fliould join the Polygars, the Nabob’s authority 
would never be eftabhflied m the Timvelly country. Mahomed 
IfToof, whilft peiplexed with this dilemma, was infoimed that 
the two eighteen-poundeis, with 500 mullcets, -which had been fent, 
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loff at Tea; and that 
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were flopped by the Dutch 
aorent at Tutacorin. This mifchance grave greater weight to the 

o 000 

king’s arguments, and greatei value to his affiflance; foi the force 
of Mahomed IfToof alone was not fufhcient to 1 educe the Puhtav’-er, 
whom all the beff colleries in the country were flocking to defend. 
He therefore furrendered the diffrifts which the king demanded'; 
and the Prefidency approved the ceffion; but the Nabob fufpefted 
that it had been piomifed by IfToof at his iirff interview with the 
king, in order to fecure his future afliffance to his own ambitious 
view’s. 

As fbon as this agieement was fettled, the Travancores moved 
again in conjunftion with his troops. On the 6th of November, 
they invefled the wood and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one of 

the 
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the dependencies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the wood 
thiee days, and then abkidoned both; and retired to Nellitangaville. 
After this fuccefs, the want of ammunition obliged Mahomed Iffoof 
to remain until he received fupplies fiom Madura, Pala'mcotah, and 
Anjengo. The army of Travancore, to pi event difgufts fiom dif- 
parity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in fight of Mahomed 
Ifibof ’s ; and on the 20th of November, a body of 5 or 6000 Colleries 
Attacked the camp of the Ti avancoi es in open day. Mahomed Iffoof, 
on the fiift alaim, fent his hqrfe, and followed with his Sepoys and 
other foot ; but the Colleiies retreated before they came up, and then 
iiimblenefs, with the ruggednefs of the country, lendered the purfint 
of little avail. Tliey had killed and wounded 100 of the Tiaven- 
cores, befoie they went off. A day or two after this llcirmifh, Ma- 
homed Iffoof received three howitzes, with fome flores, and a fiipply 
of ammunition fiom Anjengo ; and the two fix-poundeis with then 
fhot likewife came up fiom Tutacoiin; he then moved" with his 
allies, and-on the 4th of December fet down before Wafliihelore, ano- 
ther fort dependent on the Puhtavei , much ffrongei than any he had, 
excepting Nellitangaville, from which it is fituated twenty miles to 
the N. w. and twelve in the fame dii eftioii from Outamaly. ‘ 

Wafhinelore flood witfiin thiee miles from the great range of 
mountains, at the foot of which ran a thick wood, extending two miles 
into the plain, and vuthiii 1300 yards of the wefl and fbuth fides of 
the fort; but turned to a much gi eater diflance on the noith, and to 
the eafl the plain was open, and eveiy where covered with" pipfufe 
cultivation. A very extenfive pettah, the lefidence of fome thoufand 
inhabitants, commenced within foity yards, and extended 1200 to" 
the N. E. of the walls : a thick thoin hedge, with bariiers, fun ounded' 
both the pettah and the fort. The extent of the foi t was 650 by 
300 yaids' It was of mud, but almofl as hafd as buck ; it had four 
large fquare towers, one at tach angle, and feveral fmallei^ Wbich 
were round, between. Every tower was a feparate redoubt, eiicldfe^' 
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the forth the 
accefs to the tower was a fleep ramp, only two feet broad, the en-' 
trance a narrow wicket m the parapet ; the curtain between the 
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towers had no paiapet, and was only a larApart Hoping on both fides 
from a bafe of 1 5 feet to 3 at top ; but the Hope from within was 
much lefs Hiaip than Horn without, fo that, if affaulted, the de- - 
fendeis might eafily lun up to the top. The parapets of the toweis 
have ciicular holes for the nfe of fmall arms, but no openings pre- 
paied foi cannon, of which theie \vas not a Hngle piece in the fort. 
This defciiption only luits WaHiinelore, for the other forts in the 
"Madura and Tinivelly countiies have parapets with loop-holes to 
their lamjiaits, as well as to their towers; but all are of earth, 
excepting Madui a and Palamcolah. The Colleries on this lideof 
the Tinivelly country, poHcfs nodiing of the uglinels or deformity 
which generally chaiadlerize the inhabitants of the hills and wolds 
of India. They are tall, well-made, and well- featured. Then 
arms aie lances and pikes, bows and arrows, rockets, and match- 
locks, but w^-hethei woth or without other weapons, every man con- 
ilantly w'eai*s a Iword and fhield. In battle, the different arms move 
in diHiindl: bodies ; but the lancemen are rated the moft eminent, 
and lead all attacks. This w'eapon is 18 feet long; they tie under 
the point a tuft of fcarlet horfe-hair, and when they attack hoife, 
add a fmall bell. Without previous exercife, they affemble in a deep 
column, prefling clofe together, and advance at a long Heady Hep, m 
fome degree of time, then lances inclining forwaid, but aloft, of 
which the elaHicity and vibration, with -the jingle, dazzle and fcare 
the cavalry; and their approach is fcarcely lefs foimiable to in- 
fahtiy not difciplined with fire-arms/ The importance of Wafhi- ' 
nelore, and the great force which w^as come agamH it, brought 
fome thoufands of Colleries to its relief; but all, excepting 8 or 900 
chofen men allotted to defend the walls, kept in the woods : frorn 
whence every day and night parties fallied, and alaimed or attacked 
©ne or other, and fometimes both the camps ; and greater bodies on 
three different days made general attacks 011 the batteries, of which 
thefe continued interiuptioiis retarded the conHiudlion, -infomuch 
that they were not fmifhed until the adth, 20 days after the ai rival 
of the arnucs; but the howitzes had commenced before. The only 
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efficacious gun was the 1 8 -pounder, which Mahomed Iffioof had 
brought from Madura, for the reft were only 6-pounders and lower; 
but fiom exceffive firing, the 1 8-pounder burft the day after it was 
mounted; and by this time all the ammunition, as well of the bat- 
teries as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence required to 
be referved for defence, was expended. However, part of the pa- 
rapet of the tower filed upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed 
Iffoof refolved to ftoim the next day. Many tioops of both aimies 
■svaited on the aflault ; and as foon as it began, the Pulitaver, with 
3000 chofen Colleiies, who had maiched in the night from Nelli- 
tangaville, iflued from the wqod and fell upon the camp of Mahomed 
Iflbof, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to commit 
every kmd of deftrudhon. Mahomed Iftbof inftantly fent back a 
laige body to repuhe them, and continued the aflauft; but the gar- 
rifbn within received double animation from the Pulitaver’s fticceft, 
which w'-as announced to them by the' ufual war-cry and the found- 
ing of their conchs. All the other Colleries colledted in the woods 
appeared likewife, as if on the fame notice, and in different bands 
attacked the tioops at the batteries, and at the foot of the breach; 
and although continually repulfed, contmually rallied, and with the 
refolution of the garrifon faved the foi t until the evening, and then 
waited in the woods to interrupt the lenewal of the aflault in the 
night; bat fo much of the leferved ammunition had been expended in 
the day that Mahomed Iflbof deemed it dangerous to remain any 
longer before the fort, and drew off his artillery. Two hundred of his 
troops and of the Travancores were killed, but more of the enemy„ 
The next day he moved to a diftance, and difmifled the Travancores, 
who proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their own country, 
and Mahomed Iflbof returned with his own troops, and thofe lent 
him by Tondiman and the Moravers, to the town of Tinivelly. 


End of the Eleventh Book. 
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T he twoaimies in the Carnatic continued, during the firft days 
of January, in their encampments neai Arcot, equally cautious 
of nfquing any attempt of confequence, becaufe both were waiting 
the refult of their negotiations to bung Innis Khan with hisMorattoes 
to their affiftance. Both offered 6o-,ooo rupees ; but, whilfl the 
Enghfh were jiropofing conditional bills, the French fent leady 
money, which determined his preference. Heariived on the 8th in 
the Flench camp, with 3000 mounted, and a greater number of foot 
plundeiers, who aie called Pandarums, and always troop with the 
hoife, as we have defciibed when Bajmrow joined Clive in the light 
neai Ann. The next day, the French army filed off from their en- 
campment which extended from the fiiburbs of Arcot along the Ibutll 
fide of the Pahar, and took the road towards Tnvatore ; and, as they 
were going off, Mr. Tally, with a laige body of Morattoes, fome of the 
European horfe, and two field-pieces, croffed the river, and advanced 
to Tnmuddi, an out-poft, three miles in front of the Englifh camp 
at Chinafimundrum. A cannonade enfued, but more guns and troops 
coming up, Mr. Tally retired, and recroffed the river: during which, 
a body of 200 Moiattoes, with whom Colonel Coote had treated, 
came over from the enemy’s, and joined his camp. In the evening, ' 
Colonel Coote proceeded acrofs the river, with an efcort of horle, 
and reconnoitred the enemy’s line of march, and fulpefting, that 
they might intend againfi: Vandiwafii, took his meafures accoid-*- 
ingly. Orders were difpa'tched to Captain Sherlock, who com- 
manded- 
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manded m the fort, to defend it to exticmity, and to the two com- 
panies of Sepoys at Tiivatoie, to lepair thithei immediately. The 
baggage of the aimy was fent ofl” that night to Coviepank; and in 
the morning the whole*aimy moved fiom Chinafimundium, wheie 
they had lain eighteen days, and in the evening pitched anew on the 
bank of theTaliai, five miles lower down than the ground v/hich 
the Fiench had occupied on the other fide A ftrong poll of hoife 
and foot was advanced at fome dhlance towards Aicot, and another 
on the left, with oiders to keep up continual patroles. The next 
day paffed without any alaim fiom the enemy, or intelligence of 
confequence concerning them, who neveithelefs weie not idle. 

Mr. Lally had foimed another projedl befides that which Colonel 
Coote fuliDe6led ; and, to accomplifli it, had not fuffered his army 
to advance with' half the expedition they might. They were on the 
nth, the third day aftei they quitted then encampment, no far- 
ther than Papantanguel, fix miles on this fide of Trivatore, and 
halted there the gieatefi; pait of the day. Towaids the evening, 
all weie under arms, and the ftores and baggage loaded; but, in- 
ftead of marching on he difplayed them on the plain, facing to 
the Pahar, and then exercifed them as if for pradlice, in laige, evo- 
lutions, which were calculated to fling the whole line to the eafi;*^ 
waid, with all the hoife, Morattoes, as well as Europeans, on the 
right, of whom the outermofi:, when the exercife ended, were fix 
miles from Papantanguel. Having thus whiled away the time until 
the clofe of the evening, he continued all on the ground they Rood 
until it was dark ; and then feparated the army into two divifions. 
The horfe, excepting fome which rejoined the fecond, filed ofiv fol- 
lowed by 300 Sepoys, w^ho had formed next to them, and march- 
ed on as fall as they could, keeping together; the reft of the army, 
which confifted of all the European infantry, with the baggage 
and artillery, were ordered to follow, but without ftrain. Mr. 
Lally led the firft divilion himfelf. After a march’ of 1 5 miles, in 
which they had crofted the Pahar, they arrived at eight in the morn- 
ing at Conjeveram ; expedting to find in the 'town the magazines of 
rice which fupphed the'Enghfti army ; but they had no fiich ftore, 
2 living 
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living on the puicliRfe of the day; noi had the inhabitants more than 
the commojii provifion of then houfes; but in the pagoda was the 
hofiiital, and a flock of military floi es, under the guard of t\yo coti^~ 
panies of Sepoys, commanded by Lieutenant Chilfliolm, of which the 
capture would have been difli effing; but Mr. Lally having brought no 
cannon made no attempt on the pagoda, and employed his troops 
in collcdhng plunder, and fettmg hre to the houfes of the town; 
during which, the Sepoys, and all the fick in the pagoda, who could 
move, came out, and being well acquainted with the flieets and covers, 
continually attacked then fmallei paities and flraggleis,andwhenevef 
likely to be overpoweied, difapiieaied. In the evening the enemy 
retreated, driving off 2000 bifflocks, the moft valuable pait of their 
booty, loaded with the trumpejy they had cplledled. By this time the 
other divifion of tlie army had ai lived at Jangolam, a village on the 
bank of the Paliar, three miles fiom Conjeveram, from whence bqth 
united, immediately proceeded, and the next day reached TriyatoiGi 
The neareft ground of the French hne, whilff marching on this 
exploit, was eight miles fiom the advanced poft of the Enghfh camp, 
whofe black horfe, awed by the number of the Morattoes, were 
afraid to venture, and could not be truffed fo far abroadj and jt)ie 
European horfe, bemg only one bundled, were not even fufficient 
for the neceffary patroles of the camp; fo that the ffrft inteffigepce 
of the enemy’s march was from Lieutenant Chifbolm at CpnjeyeraoQi, 
fent as foon as they appealed there. It arrived in the afternoon; 
Colonel Coote immediately fet off with the cavahy, and ordered the 
whole army to follow, which was in march before the fiin fet, and 
before itrofe at Conjeveram, where Colonel Coote, with the, cavalry, 
had arnved'at one rn the morning. The way is twenty-one miles. 

It was now a 'month, that Mr. Buffy had afled once more m the 
field in conjunflion with Mr. Lally; ^and the intercourie had only 
encreafed the averfion. The late errors of Mr. LalL}'’s operations, 
which had loft Vandiwaffi and Carangoly, y^ithout gaimng anything 
equivalent by the expedition to Senngham, had lowered his military 
charadler throughout the army ; and even his >own regiinent as w^ell 
as Lon am, although the King’s troops, began to acknowledge tlip 
V OL. IL 4 D • fuperior 
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fnpOiioi talents of Mi. Buffy to condu6l the war: the battahpn of 
indi'a always thought fo. Mi. Lally imputed this nfiiig prediledlion 
ih the ofEceis to the influence of Mr. Bufly’s money, and amongfl: the 
foldieis to the intiiguesof Fathei St. Efl:evan,aciaz3, bulyjefuit, who 
‘officiated m the camp, and confefled the i egimeiit of Lorrain . his an- 
tipathyno longei hftened to any leftiamts. As foon as the army le- 
luined to Tnvatoie, Mi. BufTy aflccd his-leave to retiie to Pondicherry 
for the lecovery of a painful difoider, which incapacitated him for 
fatigue : but Mi . Lally foibid him in the name of the king to quit the 
field. Pie obeyed, and gave his bell: opinion conceining the futuie 
operations of the campaign. “The Englifli, he laid, would not fee 
“ Vandiwafh taken, without rifquing a battle to fave it, in which the 
“ French army would be deprived of all the force employed in the 
“ fiege; and from the neceffity of coveimg it, not mafter of the choice 
“ of advantages in the adlion ; whereas, if the whole of the regular 
“ troops kept together on the banks of the Pahar, and detached 
“ the \vhole body of Moi attoes to lay waflie the Enghffi diftridls, 
“ their army would foon be leduced^ to the neceffity, either of 
giving battle at difadvantage, or of feeking its fubfiftence under 
“ the walls of Madiafs.’’ No advice could be more judicious ; for 
the firfl: divifion of the ,Moi attoes, although only .1000, had ven- 
tured to cany their lavages as far as Pondamalee and Vendaloie, 
and by cutting off every -kind of proviflon on every fide, had re- 
duced the Enghfli camp to as great want, as they brought abundance 
to the French, wheie they fold the beeves they had plundeied at 
fevenfor a lupee, and iice at half its value in any othei pait of the 
country; and at this 'veiy time the Prefidency ofMadrafs, anxious 
for the lofs of their, furefl: revenues, repented that they had not 
bought the Morattoes on' their own terms, and weie advifing Colonel 
Coote to fall back nearer to the adjacencies of the town. But Mr. 
Lally fufpedted Mr. Bufly’s advice, as defigned to prevent or difparage 
the adlivity of his own opeiations; and on the 14th marched away 
from Tnvatoie, with a detachment of 500 Euiopeans, half the 
European cavalry, 500 Morattoes, 1000 Sepoys, and four field -pieces, 
leaving Mr. BufTy with the mam body at Tiivatore, as the mofi: 

central 
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ceiitial fituation, at hand to join his own clivifion, if the Englilh army 
'fliould maich after it; or leady to oppofe and mteiiupt them, if they 
fliould go againft Aicot, m older to diveit the hegc of Vandivafh. . 

On the 14th in the evening. Colonel Coote ic'ceived intelligence 
of Mr. Lake’s aiiival at Vandivafh, and the next day marched 
wnth his whole force from Conjeveiam, ci offing the Pahar to the 
’s. E. inftead of following the enemy by the longer, but better road 
,of Trivatoie. On the 17th, they ai rived, and encamped neai Ou- 
tiamaloie. This fitiiation, lying half-way in the road between 
Vandivaffi and Chinglapett, feciired the communication with this 
place, and from hence with Madrafs: it likewife had Carangoly in 
its real to the left. The fort at Outramalore having long been ner 
gledled, was open in feveial paits from top to ^bottom of the wall; 
•but was a much more defenfible repofitory for the {lores and baggage- 
of the army, than' any poll in the open plain. , * - . 

Captain Sherlocke kept 30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the fouth 
pettah of Vandivaffi, which Mr. Lally, attacked at thice in, the 
morning with all his infantry, in two divffions: the one, in which 
theEuiopeans were marines fiom the fquadron, was allotted to the 
weilein rampart, and, only intended to make a dneifion during the 
real attack oh the oppofitc; where the Europeans were of Tally’s 
regiment, and led by himfelf. Both divifions weie difcovered and 
lired upon before they gained the foot of the wall ; and the marines; 
unufed to fuch fei vices, broke, and ran lound to Mr. Lallj’s divifion, 
who, fuppofing them enemies, fired upon them until the^miflake 
was difcovered. Nothing more was attempted until eight , o’clock 
the next moining, when all the infantiy in one column, with two 
field-pieces at their head, advanced againft the fouth-lide of. the 
pettah; but the fire to which they were expofed, bi ought the fi ont 
of the column to a halt without ordcis. Mr. Tally rode' up, dif- 
mounted, and calling for volunteers, ran to the ditch, and mounted 
the wall, himfelf the firft. The whole' column immediately pgured 
after him; and the troops in the pettah, having no oiders to defend 
it' to extremity, efcaped along the ftreets,- and regained the fort 
without any lofs in the letreat; in the whole defence only /putror five 
had been killed, but the enemy loft twelve Europeans, befides Se- - 
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, poys, and more wounded of both. They immediately entrenched 
the openings of the ftreets facing the fort, and begin to riife a 
battery in the n. e. angle of the pettah, againft the tame tower 
which Colonel Coote had breached, and neaily on the fame ground. 

A thoufand of the Movattoes had been oideied to obferV-e the 
motions of the Englifli army; but they followed nothing but plunder,, 
and Continued fpreading therafelves to the north of the Paliar; and 
as Mr* Lally ne\er rewarded fufficiently to encouiige daiing ipiCs, 
thelirft hews he leceived of 'the approach of die Englifh army, was 
on the lyth at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr. Bufly at Triyatote, by 
which time they were ariiVed at Outramaloie. His averlion to the 
authority, made him unwillmg to accept the information as authen- 
tic; and at firfl: he only ordered part of tlie army to advance froin 
Trivatore: but, on farther intelligence, left Mr. BulTy to adt accord*- 
ing to his difcretion ; who at five in the afternoon marched with the 
Svhole, and arrived at Vandivafh before midnight. 

The Englifh ai my arrived at Outramalore without prOVifions, and 
too much fatigued to mardi on, and reach Vandivalh, before Mr, 
'Buffy’s dividon had joined Mr. Lally’s there, which, otherwife, on 
their appearance, muft either hhve retreated, or would have Hood 
thfeir ground with great mfenonty and difadvantage. The horfe, as 
Toon as the foot were encamped, weht abroad to rUmmage the villages 
for ptovifiolis, and the next day the troop of huffais fell in With 50 Mo- 
rattbes, of whom they killed one, bnd took twelve iVith their horfes. 
6liil the Want of grain continued in the -camp, and it was found 
that the renter, although he depended on Madrafs, had fold his ftore 
to foihe agents* 'probably employed by the French, at Sadrafs; on 
which he Was feizred, ind confined without eating, until the army 
w^als fupphed; anti his people in a few houis brought enough for the 
immediate want, and'promifed more. The foarcity had, however, 
been no obftacle to the operations of the aimy; for Colonel Coote 
"had refolvnd not to advance upon the enemy, Until they were ready 
to aflault Vandivafh, whbn he ihould have his choice of attacking 
either the troops 'employed againft the foit, or the army which co- 
vered' them in the-plain. ThiS'Mr, Bufiy forefaw, and again advifed 
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Mr, Lally to defift from the fiege until a better opportunity; and 
to keep 1ns whole force together, until the Englilh either fought 
or retired; but Mr. Lally as before could not biook inftrudtion from 
the rival he detefted, and perfifted. 

Their battery did not open until the 20th; having ^vaited for the 
cannon, whicli were brought 70 miles from the rampaits of Val- 
dore, on carriages felit from Pondicherry. They were two eighteen, 
' and two of twenty-four. By the night of the 20th the wall of the 
fauflebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelhgence, marched 
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy’s litu- 
ation and the ftate of the liege, and receivings when near, a meffage 
from Sherlocke, that they had breached the mam rampart, went 
back, and halted at Tirimbouig, a village half way, to which he or- 
dered the main body of the army to advance without delay from 
Outramalore, but to lend their heavy baggage, for better fecurity, to 
Carangoly. They arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at fun-iife. 
Colonel Coote taking with him looo of the black hoife, and the 
two troops of European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced 
in front of the main body of the army, which he ordered to follow, 
but without prefling their march. 

Thediftance from Tnimbourg to Vandivafh is feven miles; the 
road leads from the N. e, to the s. w. The mountain of Vandivafh 
hes in the fame direftion, extending more than a league in length. The 
fbrt ftands two miles to the s. of the mountain, but nearer to the 
wefrern than the eafrern end. The French aimy was encamped 
diredtly oppofite to the eaftei n end of the mountain, a.t thediftance 
of three miles, and at two to the weft of the fort. The camp was 
m two hues feparated by paddy fields; a great tank covered the left 
flank of both lines. At 300 yaids in front of this tank, but a iittle- 
on Its left, was another, and farther on, likewife on the left of 
this, another, neither more than 200 yards in circumference, and 
both dry; and the hank which furrounded the foremoft tank had 
been converted into a retrenchment, in wdich weie mounted feme 
pieces of cannon, which commanded the plain in front, and flanked 
111 Its whole length the efplanade in front of the camp. 
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‘ All the Moiattoes were returned, and lying \^'ith their plunder^ 
under the foot of the mountain, extending along it towards the n.e. 
end. Their fcouts brought mtelhgence of the approach of Colonel 
Coote’s divilion, on which all mounted, as. did the European cavaliy 
in the French camp, and the whole fpread m different bodies acrofs 
the -plain to the eaftof the mountain. Colonel Coote, with .200 of 
the black cavalry, followed by the two companies of Sepoys, was 
advancing a mile m front of the reft of the cavaliy, which com-i- 
pofed the divifion he was leading;. and the Morattoes feiit forwaid 
2D0 of their horfe, on which he halted, called up the Sepoys, and 
interipei fed them in platoons between the troops of horfe. 

- The advanced body of the Morattoes neveithelefs pufhed on, but 
were flopped by the fire of the Sepoys, before' they came to the 
life of the fword. Neverthelefs, they recovered after their -wheel, 
flood till ivithin (each of the Sepoys again, then turned again, and 
in this manner fell back to their mam body, which witli the Fiench 
cavaliy had gatheied, and were drawn up, extending in a line to 
the eafl, from the end of the mountain; the French on the right of 
the Morattoes. ^ , 

Colonel Coote, whilft halting for the Sepoys, had fent off a meffen? 
ger, ordei mg up the body of cavalry, which \yei e a mile behind, and 
the firft five companies of Sepoys with two of the field-pieces from the 
head of the line of infantry, to come on likewife as faft as they could 
march; the cavalry foon joined him, but more time was requifite 
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three miles off. During 
which. Colonel Coote, by continual halts, advanced very flowly; 
and the enemy’s cavalry continued on the ground they had chofen., 
At eight o’clock the detacment of Sepoys, with the guns, came 
up, when the divifion with, Coote were at an afcent, which inter- 
cepted them fiom the'fight>of the enemy, who, although they had 
perceived the cloud of march, had not diftmguifhed the two guns 
which accompanied the Sepoys, who, joined by the other two com- 
panies, formed in a line dn the rear of the cavalry, with the guns 
m the center ; the two troops of European horfe were m the center of 
the cavalry in the firft line. In this order the two lines advanced 
^ " againft 
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agaiiift the enemy, who were ftill waiting for them; but when at the 
diftance of 200 yards, the cavalry opened fiom'the centre, and brought 
themfclves round, divided on each wing of the Sepoys, in the fecond 
line; and the inftaht the ground was clear, the two field-pieces began 
quick firing on the enemy’s line of cavalry, w^hich weie fetting off to 
take advantage of the evolution making by the Englifli. The field- 
pieces Were, one a twelve, the other a fix-pounder, both of brafs; and 
Captain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole of the 
Company’s artillery,'had come up with, and now ferved them him- 
felf . the effedt anfwered the good-will and dexterity ; the fire was 
diredled amongft the Morattoes ; and every fhot was feen to overfet 
men and horfes, which flopped their career, but not before they 
were within reach of the mulketry of' the Sepoys; and fome of them 
on the wings had even rode in amongft the outward of the Englifti 
cavalry during tfieir evolution ; but the ^ encreafing havock which fell 
amongft them foon after, put the whole body to flight, „and they 
galloped away to their camp, leaving the -French' cavalry alone^ who 
were advancing in regular order on their light, againft whom the 
field-pieces were then diredled, which they ftood for fome time, feem- 
ing to expedl the Morattoes would rally ; but feeing them entirely 
gone off, turned and went off themfeLves, but ^ftill in order, and 
with much compofure. 

ColonerCoote 'advanced hvith his divifionLo the, ground' they Tad 
quitted, and feeing the pfain clear,-quite up" to the )French camp, 
feiit orders to his line of mfantiy to halt,' wheiefoever the Older ftiould 
meet them, until he returned, to them himfelf. : There. were fome 
gardens and .other enclofures half a mile to the Tight of the ground 
which the French' cavalry had occupie'd, , whilft drawn up in a line 
with the Moi attoes extending from the end of the mountain. The 
enclolures were good fhelter on neceffity,'and the ground beyond them 
excellent for the difplay and adlion of the whole army, which Colonel 
Cooteliavmg reconnoitred, oideredhis divifion toiifile off, to thebleft, 
and to form on. this ground, in the lame ordei as before'; [the cavalry 
ill a line nr front, the Sepoys in another behind .-them. . . < T . 
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As foon as this difpofitioii was executed, he rode back to the 
hue of mfantiy, which were halting, drawn up in two lines ac-, 
coi cling to the order of battle he had ilTued to the principal ofRceis 
in the preceding night. He hgnified his intention of leading the 
aimy on to a geneial adlion, which vas received with acclamations, 
that left no clou bf of the ardour of the troops to engage the enemy 
they had /o long been feeking. The plain diy, hard, and even, ad- 
mitted of their marching on in the fame older they weie drawn up, 
without filing off m columns, fb that they were icon upon the 
ground wheie the advanced divifion were halting, when the cavaliy 
wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line of the 
mam battle, and the five companies of Sepoys took their place again 
on the light of the firfi: line; but the two fiekhpieces, hilh attended 
by Captain Baikei with the two detached companies of Sepoys, kept 
apart at fome difiance in front, but to the left of the firfi; line. 

In this array the army flood in full view of the Fiench camp, in 
which no motions were perceived ; but no. firing was heard againfi 
the fort of Vandivafli. Colonel Coote having waited half an hour 
to fee the effedt of his appearance, rode forward with fome officers 
to leconnoitre the enemy’s camp, whofuffered them to approach near, 
without cannonading or fending out a party of cavalry to internipt 
them. 

- The day began to wear, and Colonel Coote, as foon as he returned 
to the troops, ordered the whole to file off to the right; the infantry 
marched in two lines at the fame parallels they had diawn up ; the 
haggage formed a third column on the right, and the cavalry followed 
In the rear of all the thi ee, . They proceeded towards the fouth fide of 
the mountain, but inclining a little towards the French camp. AlS foon 
as the firft files of the infantry came to the ffony ground which ex*, 
tends from the foot of the mouutam, on which the enemy’s cavalry 
could not acl, the whole halted, and .the two lines of infantry facing 
to the right, prefented themfelves again>in order of battle, oppofite to 
the French -camp, ‘tet the diffance of a mile and a half, but out- 
frretching it on the aright; the ihaggage falling back at the fame time, 
gave place to the cavalry to reflime their former ffation as the third line, 
c ' . The 
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The Morattoes were ipread niider the mountain to proteft their 
own camp, and none of them ventured within reach of the two 
o-uns, which during the march had kept on the left of the firft line; 
but fome of the French cavaliy came out to leconnoitie, and weie 
driven back by their fire. The army halted fome time in this fitua- 
tion, in expedation that the defiance would bring the French out 
of then camp ; but they Itill remained quiet ; which obliged 
Colonel Coote to profecute the reft of the operations he had me- 
ditated. 

The ground for fome diftance from the mountain, is, as under 
all otheis in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones'and fiagments 
of rock. From this rugged- ground up to the fort the plain was 
occupied by nee fields. The Enghfti army coaftmg the mountain 
until oppofite to the fort, and' then makmg a converfion of their 
lines to the light, would immediately be formed in the ftrongeft 
of fituations ; their right prote£l:ed by the file of the fort; their 
left by the impaffable giound under the mountain, and with the 
certainty of throwing any number of tioops, without oppofition, 
into the fort; who, fallying with the garrifon to the other fide, 
might eafily drive the enemy from their batteries in the pettah; 
from whence the whole of the Enghfti army might likewife 
advance againft the French camp, with' the choice of attacking 
it either on the flank, or in the rear, where the main defences, 
which had been' prepared in the fi out of their encampment, or 
arofe from the ufual difpofitions on this fide, would become en- 
tiiely ufelefs. 

The Enghfti army had no fooner began their march along the 
foot of the mountain, than Mr. Tally perceived the intention, with 
all the confequences of this able operation. The camp immediately 
beat to aims, and fbon after the troops were feen ifluing to occupy 
the ground in front of its line, where the field of battle had been 
previoufly marked out. ; 

The French cavalry, 300 riders', all Europeans, formed on the 
right; next to them were the regiment of Lorrain, 400 firelocks: 
VoL. II. 4E 
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in the centic, the battalion of India, 700 ; next to them Lally’s, 
400, whofe left wcie under the letrenched tank, in which were 
polled the matines 01 tioops fiom the fquadron, with Poete’s from 
Ganjam, in all 300, with foui field-pieces. Between the retrench- 
ment and Lally’b wcie three, the fame number between Lally’s 
and India, India and Lorrain, Lon am and the cavalry; in all 16 
pieces. Foul hundred of the Sepoys of Hyder Jung, whom Mr. 
Buffy had bi ought fiom Cudapah, were polled at the tank in the 
rear' of the letrenched tank were the marines weie, whom they 
wcie to fujipoit on occalion . 900 Sepoys were langed behind a 
ridge which lan along the fiont of the camp ; and at each extremity 
of this ridge uas a retienchment guarded by 50 Europeans, which 
coveied the entiances into the camp. The whole foice drawn out, 
infan tiy, cavahy, and artillery, was 2250 Euiopeans, and 1300 Se- 
poys : 1 50 Europeans and 300 Sepoys continued at the batteries 
againll Vandivalh; but none of the Morattoes, although 3000, left 
the ground and protcdlion of their own camp to alTill their allies 
in this decilive hour. 

The light of the French army ilTuing into the open plain gave 
Colonel Coote all he intended by the preceding operations of the day. 
He inllantly halted his lines, which had advanced fome way along 
the foot of the mountain. Facing as foon as they halted, the two 
firll lines were in order of battle, oppolile, but obliquely, to the 
enemy. The baggage was fent back under the efcort of two com- 
panies of Sepoys, to a village in the rear, and the cavalry as before, 
took their place in the third line. 

The Englilh army conliAed of 1900 Europeans, of whom 80- 
were -cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, 1250 black horfe, and 26 field-pieces. 
Jn the firlt line were Coote’s regiment on the right, the Company’s 
two battalions in the centre, Draper’s on the left ; but all without 
their grenadiers; and 1800 Sepoys were equally divided on the right 
and left of the Europeans in this line ; in the intervals of which 
were 10 pieces of'cannon, three on each fide of the Company’s bat- 
talions, and two between Coote’s and Draper’s and the Sepoys In 
the fecond Ime were all the grenadiers of the army, 300, with a field- 

piece 
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piece next, and beyond 200 Sepoys on each of their flanks, the ca- 
valry formed the third line ; the 80 Europeans, as before, m the 
centre of the black horle ; the two held -pieces v/ith the two com- 
panies of Sepoys of the morning ftill continued apart, advanced as 
befoi e a little on the left of the firft line. 

As the Englifli army were marching up, and before they were 
within cannon fliot, Mr. Lally, putting himfelf 'at the head of the 
European cavalry on the right, fet off with them, and taking a 
laige fweep on the plain, came down, intending to fall upon 
the horfe of the Englifli army, which made their third line. 
The black horfe, who were nine-tenths of this body, pretended to 
wheel. 111 Older to meet the enemy’s, but purpofely confufed tliem- 
felves fo much, that fome went off immediately, which gave a 
pretext to the reft to follow them, and the 80 Europeans were left 
alone, who faced and diew up propeily to receive the charge, 1 dy- 
ing on better affiftance. As foon as the intention of Mr. Lally was 
undeiftood, the divifion of Sepoys on the left of the firft line 
were ordeied to fall back in an angle from the fiont, leady to take 
the enemy’s cavalry 111 flank as they were -approaching, but per- 
formed the evolution with fo little firmnefs^ that little hope was en- 
tertained of any execution from their fire; but Captain Barker with 
the two guns of the fepaiate detachment, had watched, and di- 
reding his own by the movement of the enemy, was within point 
blank of them juft before they wei e oppofile and riding in on the flank 
and rear of the hoife, where only the European were ready to oppofe 
them, for all the black weie gone. In lefs than a minute the quick 
firing of the two guns bi ought down ten 01 fifteen men or hoifes, 
which, as ufual, threw the next to them, and they the whole, into 
confufion; and the horfes growing every moment wilder, all turned 
and went off' on the full gallop, leaving Mr. Lally, as he afferts, 
fingly alone. , If fd, he could not have ftaid long where he. was, for 
the European hoife, on feeing the enemy’s check, were advancing ; 
and many of the black, encouiaged by the fecurity, were returning, 
and the whole foon after fet off after the enemy, whom they purftied 
sn a long courfe quite to. the rear of their camp, k , - 
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The Englihi army halted ten minutes m attention to this attack, 
during which the Fiench line cannonaded, but beyond the proper 
diftance even for ball, and ncvcithelcfs often fired giape, and neither 
with any cfledl:. The EngliflTi did not begin to anfwer until neaier, 
and then perceiving their own file much better direfted, halted in 
order topiefeive this advantage, as long as the enemy permitted it 
to continue, by not advancing fiom the fiont of their camp. Mr. 
Tally letinng fiom the Englifii cavahy, and deferred by his own, 
lejomcd his line of mfantiy, which he found fiifTenng, and with 
much impatience, from the Englifli cannonade : his own impetuo- 
fity conciii red with then eagcrncfs to be led to immediate decifion, 
and he gave the older to advance. The Englifh line was not diredlly 
oppofite to tlie fiont of the Fiench, but flanting outwards fiom 
their left, which rcquiied the French troops on this fide to advance 
much lefs than thofe of their right, who had moie giound to wheel, 
in 01 del to bi mg the whole line paiallel to that of the Englifh. 

Colonel Coote feeing the enemy coming on gave the final orders 
to his own. None but the Europeans of the firfl: and fecond lines 
were to advance any 'faither. The Sepo}S on the wings of both^ 
and the cavahy in the third line, v/cie to continue where they were 
left, and to take no fliare m the battle, until they fhould hereaftei 
receive ordeis how to adl. 

The enemy began the fire of mufketry at one o’clock, but Colonel 
Coote intended to refrain until nearer; neveithelefs the company of 
Coffrees, which was mfeited m one of the Company’s battalions, 
gave their fire without the order of their officers, and it was with 
difficulty that the irregularity was prevented from extending. Co- 
lonel Coote was at this time paffing from the right to the left 
to join his own regiment, and received two or three fhot in his 
deaths from the fire of the Coffrees. As foon as he arrived at his 
tegiment they began, and the fire became general'through the whole 
line. 

Coote’s had only filed twice, 'when Torraiii formed in a ‘column . 
twelve in front: the operation is fimple and was expeditious. 
Colonel Coote made no 'change in 'the difpofitiCn.of his regiment, 
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but ordered the whole to preferve their next fire; wdiich Lorraiii 
coming on alrfloft at a run, received at the diflance of 50 yards in 
then front and on both their flanks ; it fell heavy, and bi ought ^ 
down many, but did not flop the column. In an inffant the two 
regiments were mingled at the pufli of bayonet ; thofe of Coote’s 
oppofite the front of the column were immediately borne down, but 
the reft, far the greateft part, - fell on the flanks, when every, man 
fought only for himfelf, and in a. minute the ground was fpread 
with dead and wounded, and Lorram having juft before fuffered from 
the refeived fire of Coote’s, broke, and lan in diforder to regain the 
' camp. Colonel Coote ordered his legiment to be reftored to order 
before they purfued,-and rode himfelf to fee the ftate of the reft of 
the line. 

As he was paffing on, a ftiot from one of the guns with Draper’s 
reshment, ftiuck a tumbril 111 the retrenched tank on the left of 
Lally’s, where the maiines .were pofted, and the explofion blew up 
80 men, many of whom, with the chevaliei Poete, were killed dead, 
and moft of the otheis mortally hurt. All who were near, and had eft 
caped the danger, fled in the fiift impulfe of terror out of the retrench- 
ment, and ran to gain the camp by the rear of Lally’s, and were joined 
in the way by the 400 Sepoys at the tank behind, who, although 
they had fuffered nothing, likewile abandoned then poft. " Colonel 
Coote on the explofion, lent 01 ders by his aid de camp Captain Izer, 
to Major Brereton, to advance with the whole of Draper’s legiment, 
and take pofleffion of the retrenched tank before the enemy reco- 
vered the confufion which he judged the explofion muff: have cauled ; 
as in this fituation they would command, under cover, the flank of 
Lally’s regiment. The giound on which Draper’s was ftandmg oppo- 
fite to Lally’s when the order came, obliged them, in order to prevent 
Lally’s fiom enfilading, or flanking them as coming down, to file off by 
^ the_ right. Mr. Bufly, who commanded on this wing, had before en- 
deavouied to rally the fugitives, of whom he had recovered 50 or 60, 
and adding to them two platoons of Lally’s, led and pofted them in 
the tank, and then returned to fiipport them with the regiment. 
But Brereton’s files kept wheeling at a diftance, and moving at the 
quickeft pace, fuffered little from their fire, and coming upon the 

' left 
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left of the letienchment, affaulted it Impetnoiifl} , and earned it after 
receiving one fire of much execution from the tioops within, under 
which Major Bieicton fell moi tally wounded, and ^^'hen fallen le- 
fufed the affiflance of the men next him, but liid them follow their 
vidloiy. The full: of Diaper’s who got into the retrenchment fred 
down fiom the paiapet ujion the guns on the left of Tally’s, and 
drove the gunners fiom them; whtlfl the reft, being many more 
than lequired to maintain the jioft, formed, and fliouldered under it, 
extending on the plain to the left to pi event the regiment of Tally, 
if attempting to recover the poft, from embiacing it on this fide. 
Mr. Bufty wheeled the regiment of Tally, and fent off platoons from 
Its left, to regain the letienchment, whilft the reft were oppofed to 
the divifion of Diaper’s on the plain. But the platoons aded faint- 
ly, only llciimifliing with then fiie inftead of coming to the dole 
aflault. The adlion hkewife continued only with mulketry, but 
warmly, between the two divifions on the plain, until the two field- 
pieces, attached to the light of Drapei’s, which they had left be- 
hind when marching to attack the retrenchment, weie brought to 
bear on the ftank of Tally’s, who had none to oppofe them ; on 
which then line began to wavei, and many were going off. Mi. 
Buffy, as the only chance of reftonng this part of the battle, put 
himfelf at their head, intending to lead them to the piifti of bayo- 
net, but had only advanced a little w'ay when his horfe ivas ftruck 
wnth a ball in the head, and floundering at eveiy ftep afterwards, 
he difinonnted ; during which the fire from Draper’s had continued, 
of which twm or three balls paffed through his cloaths, and when 
he alighted -only 20 of Tally’s had kept near him, the reft had 
fliiunk. Twm platoons fet off on the full run from Draper’s to 
iiirround them-, the offlcei demanded and received Mr. Bufly’s 
fword, and lent him with a guard into the rear; he was con- 
duced to Major Monfon, who had wheeled three companies of 
the grenadiers of the fecond line, and tvas halting with them 
and their field-pieces at fome diftance, ready if neceffary to ftip- 
poit the event of Drapei’s. Mr. Bufly alked who the troops he 
iaw were ; and was anfwered 200 grenadiers, the beft men in 
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the army, who had not fired a fliot; he clafped his hands in fhr- 
prize and admiration, and ikid not a word. ; 

Duiing the conflidl on this fide, the two centers, which weie 
compofed of the tioops of the two Eafi: India Company’s, had kept 
up a hot, but dijflant fire; neither chufiiig'to nfque clofer decifion. 
until they faw the event between Diaper’s and Lally’s; but as fooii 
as Lally’s broke, the enemy’s center went off likewife, but in better 
order, although in hafie, to regain their camp. Many of Coote’s, 
in the firfi; fuiy of vifloiy, had purfiied then antagonifts of Lorrain. 
up to the retrenchment, by which the fugitives entered the camp i 
they might have fuffered by this raflinefs, if the guard theie, as 
well as the neareft Sepoys along the iidge, had not taken fright, 
and abandoned their polls on feeing the rout of Lorrain. It took 
Ibme time to bring the puifuers back to their colouis, when the 
officers, fending off the wounded, foi med the, i eft into their ranks, 
and afterwards only made the appeal ance of advancing, whilft 
the left of the battle remained in doubt, left Lorrain with the Se- 
poys IhoLild rally; to prevent which the four field-pieces on the left 
kept up an inceffant fire plunging into the camp. 

As foon as the other wing and the center of the enemy’s army gaver 
way, their opponents, the Company’s battalion and Draper’s regiment 
got into order, and with Coote’s,^ who were ready, advanced to the 
purfuit, leaving their artillery behind. They entered the enemy’s 
camp without meeting the leaft oppofition, India and Lally’s had 
pafTed through it haftily to the other fide, although not in rout as 
Lorrain’s before. Mr. Lally, after the rout of Lorrain, rode away 
to join his own regiment on the left, but on the way faw the ex- 
plofion of the tumbriL at the reti enched tank, the dilperfion of the 
marines in this poft, and the flight of the Sepoys out of the tank 
behind. He was in this inftant near, and intended to Ipeak to Mr. 
Bufly, but turned fiiddenly, and ordered the Sepoys ftationed along 
the ridge in front of the camp to advance. None obeyed; and moft 
of them being thofe of Zulphacarjung who had ferved with Mr. 
Bufly in the Decan, he ralhly ftilpedled treacheiy, and, unable to 
~ uontroul the impulfe of difti aiftion, rode into the camp to ftop the 
fugitives of Loiraiiir 
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). The whole body of the French cavalry, iieai 300, who were all 
Euiopeans, appealed 011 the plain 111 the rear of the camp to which 
they had letreated, followed by the cavalry of the Enghfh aimy, 
■whofe encounter they had hithcito avoided by abler evolutions: lb 
that neither of thefe two bodies had been within light of the brunt 
between the two infantiics. The French cavalry chanced to be near 
enough to fee the flight of Lon am through the camp, and, animated 
by a lenfe of national honour, 1 cfolved to piotedl them, if, as might be 
expedled, they fliould endea\oni to efcape flill farther by gaining the 
plain. In this puipofe they united then fquadrons, and drew up 
m the rear of the camp, and in face of the Englifli cavaliy, of whom 
the black horfe, awed by their refolution, dared not, and the Euiopean 
were too few, to charge them. This unexpefled fliccour probably pre- 
vented theuttei difperflon of the French aimy. Theic weie in the 
lear of the camp three field-pieces with their tumbiils of ammuni- 
tion; at which the fugitives of Lorrain, encouiaged by the appear- 
ance of the cavalry, flopped, and yoked them. Thefe proteftions 
reflored confidence to Lally’s and the India battalion as they arrived, 
likewife beaten from the field. They fet fiie to the tents and un- 
dangeious flores near them, and the whole filed off into the plain 
in much better order than their officers expedled. The three field- 
pieces kept in the rear of the line of infantry, and behind them 
moved the cavalry. They paffed to the weflward, and when oppo- 
fite to the pettahs of Vandivafli W'^ere joined by the troops, who 
had continued at the batteries there, Avhich they abandoned, leaving 
all the flores and baggage, and received no interruption from the 
garrifon as they were gomg off. The Moiattoes, who were under 
the mountain when the cannonade began, intended not only to 
protedl their own camp, but to fall upon the baggage of the 
Englifh army; but when they faw the w^hole bo^y of Sepoys 
remamins: m the rear of the adlion, were deterred from advancins: 
to the village, to which the baggage w^asfent; and having their own 
all ready loaded on their bullocks, fent off the whole tram to the 
weflward foon after the cannonade commenced ; and with the firfl 
notice from their fcouts of the rout of Loi;iain, began to go off 
2 ' ' . themfelves. 
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tliemfelves. Their rout led them acrofs the way, along which the 
French were reti eating ; whom 700 of them joined and accompanied. 
Colonel Coote fent lepeated oideis to his cavaliy to harafs and im- 
pede the retieat of the French line. They followed them five miles 
until five in the afternoon, but the black horfe could not be brought 
up within reach of the carbines, of the French cavalry, and much 
lefs of then field-pieces. The brunt of the day pafifed intirely betvyeen 
the Europeans of both armies, the black troops of neither had any 
part in it, after the cannonade commenced. The commandants of 
the Englifh Sejioys complimenting Colonel Coote on the vidlory, 
thanked him for the fight of fuch a battle as they had never feen. 

Twenty-four pieces of cannon weie taken, ip in the field and 
camp, and five in the battery againfi; Vandivafli, 1 1 tumbrils of 
ammunition, all the tents, ftores, and baggage, that weie not 
burnt. Two hundred of the Eurppeans weie counted dead in the 
field, and 1 60 were taken, of whom 30 died of their wounds be- 
fore the next morning; fix of the killed, and 20 of the pnfoners,, 
weie officeis: wounded continually dropt on the road; fo that 
the immediate diminution of the enemy’s force was computed 
600 men. Of the Englilh aimy, 63 Europeans were killed, 
and 124 wounded, in all 190; of this number, 36 of the killed, 
and 1 6 of the wounded, belonged to the Company’s battalions, 1 7 
and 66 to Drapei’s, 13 and 36 to Coote’s regiment; four of the Eu- 
ropean horfe, and two' of the artillery, were wounded, but none 
of either killed. Of the black troops, 1 7 of the horfe were killed, 
and 32 wounded: in all, 22 and 47, of the Sepoys only 6 and 15. 
The killed, as well in^he European as the black troops, was, although 
not in the different bodies, one half of the number wounded,' a propor- 
tion on the whole which rarely happens, excepting as in this adtion, 
by cannonade. 

The fiifi: news of the vidory was brought to Madrafs at fun-rife 
the next morning by one of the black fpies of the Englifh camp. 
At noon came in another, with a note of two lines, wiitten with 
a pencil, by Colonel Coote on the field of battle; other accounts 
followed, and foon after eye-witneffes. The joy which this fuc- 
cefs- diffufed throughout the fettlement, was almoft equal to that of 
VoL. IL 4 F Calcutta 
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Calcutta on the vuStoiy at Plaffey. Their congrs-tulatlons to Colonel 
Coote and the aimy wcie abundant as their joy. 

The day after the battle fcarcely fufficed for the variety of orders 
neceffaiy to lelfoiethe aimy to its ftrength, and to make the difjio- 
htions, hy which Colonel Coote, with hib ufual adlivlty, refolved 
to profecutc his fiiccefs. Captain Wood was oideicd to advance 
with hib gaiiifon fioin Covicpauk, and iinxft the fort of Arcot; 
Lieutenant Chifliolm to fend to Co\ic])aiik the fick and invalids 
left b} the aimy at'Conjeveiain • Madiafs was lequcfted to fend 
to Conjeveiam the lecoveicd men of the King’s regiments left 
111 then hofpital, togethci- with floics, battering cannon, and 
ammunition * this line was meant to fuftain the fege of Aicot. 
Whatfoever othei tioops could be fpared from Madiafs were 
to be fent to Vandivafli, witli medicines and conveniences for 
the wounded there. The baggage at Outiamaloie was ordeied to 
rejoin the army; a letter was written to Innis Khan, advifing him 
to quit the piovince, with all his Morattoes, without delay, or that 
no quarter would be given to any of them wherefoever .met. Or- 
ders were ifTued for looo of the black horfe to march to the fouth ; 
200 fet off immediately to plunder and lay wafte the country be- 
tween Allamparvah and Pondicheiiy. the next day, which was 
the 25th, 800 with 20 of the huffars, under the command of Vaf- 
ferot, marched with the fame intent ao-amft the diftndls between 
Pondicherry and Gingee, and were to a 61 in coirefpondence with 
the other detachment. . 

The French aimy 1 cached Chittapett .the next day, wheie they 
only remained the day aftei ; and then 'Mr. Lally, without rein- 
forcing the gariifon, ^fell back with all the Euiopean force, to 
Gingee, fending the Sepoys of Zulphacaijung, of whom he had 
flill fufpicious, although Mi. Bull}' was taken, to a6l under the 
commandant at Arcot, and adMfed the Morattoes to lenew their in- 
curfioiis to the north of the Paliai . Colonel Coote, on intelligence 
of Mr. Lally’s retreat, and the little caie he had taken of Chitta- 
pett, lefolved to attack this place before hemaiched againft Arcot. 
The baggage from Outramaloie, waiting for fome ftoies from. 
Chinglapett, did n'ot atnve until the 26thi Jn the fame levening,' 
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detachment marched fiom Vaiidivafli, and the next moimng m- 
yefled Chittapett, when the commandant, De Tilly, refufed to fur- 
render. On the 28th, the whole aimy encamped wnthm cannoii- 
fhot, and the commandant ftill pei lifting in his refulal, a battery of 
two eighteen-poundeis was eiefted an the night, againft the N. E, 
angles and a'howitz was planted in the pettah, to enfilade the north 
line of the rampart. The fire opened at five the next morning, 
and the breach was ncaily pradlicable by eleven, when a flag of 
truce appeared, and De Tilly fuiiendeied without teims. The 
garnfon confifted of foui commiflioned officeis, and 52 private Eu- 
ropeanSy with 300 Sepoys. In the hofiDitals were 73 Europeans, 
^wounded in the late battle. The aUiileiy w'^ere nine pieces of can- 
' non; the ftoie of ammunition was confiderable, and amongft the 
aims W'^eie 300 excellent mufkets, which were diftiibuted amongft 
the Enghfti Sepoys. The garnfon repoited, that a party, wnth two 
field-pieces, weie maiching fiom Aicot and Gingee, having taken 
the lound-about road by Arm and Trinomalee;- on -which Gaptaih 
Stephen Smith 'v\'as detached, with 200 black hoife, and twb com- 
panies of Sepoys, to intercept them. ' 

In the mean time, the hoife font to the fouthwaid had performed 
their miftion with, great alacrity, haMiig burnt 84. Milages, and fwept 
away 8000 head of cattle, many of which w'ere of thofo the 'Mo- 
ra ttoes had taken on the north of the Pahar, and fold to whomfo- 
ever would buy them, at four-pence a head. The whole colledlion 
w'as driven .under difterent como}s to Vandivafti, Carangoly, and 
Outi amaloi e^ and moie .than leftored the number 'Which thefo 
diftridls had^ loft. Befides w'hat they had fold; they had'diiven 
away a great multitude of the’’ beft cattle into the vallies 'leading 
from Lalhput to Damalcbeiri, which they intended to fond. With 
the reft of ’them booty, to their own country on the othei fide the 
dulls ; but the menaces and fuccefs of Colonel Coote ^raifod appre- 
heiifions in Innis Khan, that he might rifquen the 'lofs of thi^ 
plunder, if he continued any longer in the province. ^ He therefore 
quitted Arcot, with all his Morattoes, on the fame day that ChiU 
tapett furrendered ; and continued his march through-the pafs,/ronX 
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whence he wrote to Mr. Pigot, that he fhould at any time heie- 
aftei be ready to wait on hmi with his troops, if they could agree 
upon the terms. 

On the 30th, intelligence was received from Captain Wood, that 
he had maiched with his garrifon of Covrepauk to Arcot, and found 
the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung flrongly polled in the ftreets of the 
town; he neveithelefs attacked them, and after much firing drove 
. them from their ffands, with confideiable lofs on their fide, and 
little on his own. They retreated out of the town, as the gairifon 111 
the fort did not want their fervice. On the 31ft, the aimy, which had 
moved by two fucceffive divifions, encamped near Arm, where they 
weie rejoined by the detachment fent with Captain Stephen Smith, 
who had taken the party they had been fent after, which was much 
lefs than had been reprefented, confiding only of 20 Europeans, 
and 50 Sepoys, efcoitmg two brafs field-pieces, which Mr. Lally 
had ordered from Arcot. Captain Smith h^d likewife picked up 
three commifTariea, who were travellmg to Pondicherry in their 
pallankeens. 

The next day, Vs^hich was the fird of February, Colonel Coote, 
with the drd divifion of the army, joined Captam Wood in the 
town of Arcot, having left the fecond with Major Monfon, to attack 
Timery, which lies in the road. This fort being very fmall, aU 
though well built, only fhells were dred, which before the evening 
reduced the garrifon to furrender: they were one ferjeant com- 
manding 20 foldiers, and 60 Sepoys, with five pieces of cannon. 
The next day Major Monfon arrived at Arcot, and all immediately 
fet to work in ere6Ling batteries, for which Captain Wood had pre- 
pared the materials, and had neaily finifhed one on the north face of 
the foi t. 

The defences of the fort had been greatly improved fince it was 
defended by Captain Clive, agamfl; Rajahfahib, in 1752. TheEnghfh 
had contributed mofl; but the French finifhed what was intended, 
but left undone by them, when they abandoned the fort on Mr. 
Tally’s approach to 'Madrafs. The ditch was moftly in the folid 
rock, and had every where been dug to man height; the fauffebray 
n ‘ ' v/as 
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was clear, but open; being neither Ikiited with a parapet-wall, nor 
exen with a palifade : a. glacis, and a covered-way, had been carried 
round the fort; and from the center of the noith-lideof the covered- 
way projefted a ftidng ravelin, mounting fix guns, tound which 
the glacis was continued ; a gate with a draw-bridge communicated 
with this ravelin : the narrow rampart of the old wall had in many 
places been widened, and ramps raifed to it, for the ready running 
up of cannon ; each of the towers, of which there were twenty- 
two, was lendeied capable of a gun of any fize, thofe at the four 
angles would admit thiee, and the platforms of the two gateways 
more. The extent of the foit from the weftern to the eaftern fide is 
neaily 800 yaids; the eaftein face 350; but the fouthern wall, re- 
cedinsr as it ftretches to the eaftwaid, reduces the eaftern face to 
260 yaids, of which 50 are occupied in the middle by a gate-way, 
and the mam rampart on this face had only the two towers in the 
angles. 

Two batteries were raifed to the Eaft; one, of three embrafiires 
in the fiont of fome houfes, ftanding at the diftance of 360 yards,- 
iieaily oppofite to the rampart between the gateway and the tower 
in the angle on its right; and was intended to breach in the interval: 
the other battery was on the left of this, but 1 00 yards nearer ; it mount- 
ed only two guns, of which, one was to difmantle the tower in the 
angle to the light of the gateway, and the other the angle on the right 
of the^ gateway itfelf. A battery of three guns was raifed to the 
fbuth, nearly oppofite the s. w. angle of the fort, and bore upon the 
lower in this angle, and the two next to the eaftward. This battery 
was at the diftance of 200 yaids, where a few houfes gave ftielter 
to the guaids, and covered the workmen in the outlet of the ap- 
proaches. The fourth batteiy was that raifed by Captain Wood pn- 
the north; it was to the left of the r-avelm, at the diftance of 200 
yards, and mounted two guns, which wei e to plunge over the ravelin, 
in order to break the drawbridge behind, by which the ravelin com-^ 
municated acrcfs the ditch with the body of the foit: but this bat- 
tery was of little ufe becaufe it enfiladed no pait of the rampart^ 
and the ravelin it fired upon bore only one gun againft the two 
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battel les to the caftward, and, in cafe the budge flaonld be bioke. 
the guaid would be withdiawii into the foil, wheie their fennce, 
if the bleach fliould be aifaulted, would be of more detriment than 
their continuance in the lavelin; and the batteiy was emplo)ed only 
becaufc it- was leady. 

On the 3d and 4th, whilft the batteiies weie conftru 61 ing, the 
gaiiifon thiew many Ihells to inteiiupt the woik, but no men weie 
hurt by them. On the 5th, all the thiee batteiies opened; and the 
garrifoii flill continuing then fliells, retiiincd likewife on all fides 
with moie cannon than Hied upon them; and a foldier was killed 
on' the N. E. attack, and four ai tillery-men to the fouth. On the. 
6th, the enemy dilinounted two guns in the batteiy of thiee to the 
eaff, in- which two Euiopeans were killed and two \vounded, and 
two were ,hke wife wounded at the foiith battei). This day, 200 
cohorn-fliellb ai lived fiom Madrafs, inftead of eight-mch fliells for. 
the howitz, which was the only piece of bombarding ai tillery with 
the army; no powder' came with the /liells; and from the defence, 
the flock in camp feemed likewife to be exhaufted before the place 
could be oj^ened to alfault; and fliot grew equally fcarce. Four 
bundled bullocks weie theiefore lent off to bring a flipply of both 
from Madrafs, with two eighteen-poundeis to leplace the two which' 
had been difmounted. In the night between the 6th and the 7th, 
the army began their approaches from both attacks. On the 7th,' 
two eighteen-pounders ariived from Chmglapett; but fiom the want 
of ferviceable bullocks they were accompanied by only 50 fhot, and 
50 barrels of powder expedled with them were ftill lagging on the 
road. From the preceding to the prefent evening, only one man 
was killed, and two wounded. The approaches weiepuflied on all 
night; and the next day, which was the eighth of the month, ar- 
rived the powder from Chmglapett, and a quantity was difcoVered 
buried in one of the houfes of the town; but all the fhot were 
lb nearly expended, that, at four m the afternoon. Colonel Coote 
beat a parley, in 01 del to get time' to pick up what the enemy had 
fired. The French officer, Captain Huffy, accepted the meffage, 
which was a fummons to fin render, as, he could expedl no fuc- 
• cours. 



Book XII. Siege of Argot. 

couis : he anfwered, that not a man had been killed in the foit ; 
but that he was willing to fui render it, if not relieved befoie, 
at the end of fix days, on condition the gai i ifon fhould - be free, 
have the honouis of wai, and retire to Pondicherry. This to and 
fio lafted two hours, when the firing was renewed until dark. The 
lofs this day was only one man killed, and two wounded In the 
night, the ticnchcs to the s. were puflicd on with much diligence, 
and the ganifon employed evci-y means to inteirupt their progiefs, 
cannon and fliells from the body of the place, mufketiy, grenades, 
and fire-balls, which fet on fire the blinds, gabions, and fafcines of 
the advancing fap, dangeioufly wounded Enfign Macmahon, who 
conduced it, killed one, and Mounded ten more of the men em- 
ployed. Nc^ crthelcfs, the fap before the morning M-as very near 
the foot of the glacis. With the day, which W’-as the 9th, the bat- 
teries, having leccived fome more fliot fiom Chinglapett, continued, 
and by noon then fire had opened both breaches to fix feet of the 
bottom of the rampait; and had difmantled the toM'eis that flanked 
them : but flill the ditch icinained to be filled, and no lodgement 
was yet made in the covered-M^ay. Great therefore was the furpnze, 
to fee a flag, folloM^ed by a voluntaiy offer of fui rendering the next 
day, if alloivcd the honouis of ivar; which, as before, implied 
that the garrifon M'ere not to be made piifoners. Colonel Coote re- 
fufed ; and foon after came another lettei , offering as the condition, 
that they might all rctiie to Pondicheiy on their paroles not to 
ferve again. Colonel Coote lephed, that he fliould alloiv the officers 
and men whatfoever belonged to them, and good treatment; but le- 
fened the right of difpofing of then peifons. at the fame time, he 
invited the” commandant to fuppei, who came. The fort M^as clofely 
furrounded duiing the night, to pi event any of the garrifon from 
efcaping, and eaily the next morning, the grenadicis of the aimy 
took poffeffion of the gates. The ganifon confifled of ii officers, 
three of M horn ivcie captains, and 236 foldiers and artillery-men, 
in all 247 Eui opeans, and nearly the fame number of Sepo} s. The ar- 
tillery M'ere 4 moitars, and 22 pieces of cannon, of ivhich, fome 
Mcie eighteen -pounders : there was hkewife a plentiful flock 'of 
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ammunition, and militaiy ftoics of all kinds. The batteiies muft 
have ceafed firing the next day, until convoys ai rived; the garrifon 
had not loft thiee men, and the foit might have held out ten days 
longer before the aftault by ftorm could be rifqued. They exte- 
nuated the early fui render by the ceitainty of not being lelieved. 
It required the refpite of fome days to lefit the wcai and tear which' 
the army had endured during the adlivity of the late operatfons; for 
all the carriages weie fliatteied, all the men wanted clothing, and' 
all the bullocks were fore. 

Colonel Coote, in confideration of Mr. Bufly’s geneiofity to the 
Enghfh fadlory when he took Vizagapatam, had permitted him to 
repair to Pondicherry from the field of battle, immediately after he 
was taken. He arrived there the next day, and reprefented the defeat as 
far from iiietiievable. On the 25th in the evening, came in Mr. 
Tally, and the ti oops were following from Gmgee to Valdorc. His 
ill fuccefs, and the abandoning the field, rendered him ftill moie 
odious than ever. Ho mvedlive, howfoever unjuft, was {pared, 
Cowaidice borrowing courage from drunkennefs was imputed as the 
caufe of wrong difpofitions, redreffed by worfe, until the battle was 
loft, and the letreat to Pondicheiiy as a defign to lofe the city, in 
revenge for the univerfal deteftation in which he was held. 

Nevertheleft, the beft ability and will would have been perplexed 
what meafure to purfue after the defeat. The neceffity of refuinifti- 
ing the army with the ftores and artilleiy they had loft, would alone 
have required them to fall back near to Pondicherry ; and the pro- 
tection of the diftriCls in tlie rear of Alamparwah and Gmgee now 
became of great concernment; for fince the lofs of Mafuhpatam of 
the northern provinces, and of their {ettlements in Bengal, veiy little 
gram in proportion to the former imp)ortations had been brought 
to Pondicherry by fea; and the diftreffes for money to anfwer more 
immediate calls had hitherto prevented the government from laying 
in aftore of provifions ; fo that their gieateft refource at this time 
was from the harvefts in thefe deftnCls, which was iipe and gather- 
ing m. 

The interruptions continually oppofed by the gairifon of Tritchi- 
nopolj to the French troops lemaimng in the ifland Sermgham, had 

, prevented 



Bobk XIL Tritchinopoly. 

pi evented the controllers, appointed to manage thefe diflridls, from 
colledtmg enough to defray the expences of the late expedition, 
although the revenues, if unmolefted, would have furnilKed 
more. Mr» Lally had ordeied the Whole to return, and ex- 
pedled they would join him before Vandivafh. They wercybefides 
the 300 Europeans in Sermgham, two detachments lately fent fiom 
Pondicheiry, with ftores and ammunition, who were arrived, and 
halting at Utatore. The manager appointed to colledt the revenues, 
who was a counfelloi of Pondicheiry, thought that matters would 
mend, when he lliould be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore, 
and ventuied to difobey the ordeis. The Nabob and Captain Jofeph 
, Smith at Tiitchinopoly refolved, as the bed; means of preventing 
the arrival of &e detachments, to get poffeffion of the fortified pagoda 
of Pitchandab, on the faither bank of the Coleroon, which terminates 
the only high road leading fiom Samiaveram and Utatore ^into the 
Ifland of Sermgham. The pagoda was reported to be garrifoned only 
by a company of Sepoys, with a few Europeans. Accoidingly Cap- 
tain Richard Smith, who was recovered of his wound, croffed the 
rivei on the 28th of December, and took the command of the coun- 
try troops, and thofe fiom the garnfbn, which had continued at 
Samiaveiam fince the defeat of the Fiench party, which diad ad- 
vanced a few days befoie. Early the next morning, Captain Jofeph 
Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade 
the pagoda of Sermgham from acrols the Caveii, in order to divert 
' the Fiench ti oops from fending a reinforcement to Pitchandah; for 
the attack of which, his fire upon Sermgham was to be the fignaR 
The troops from Samiaveram were in time on their ground near 
Piitchandah. The two field-pieces which were to beat down the , 
gate .were m the load; the oxen were call off from them, and they 
were to be dragged the reft of the way, which was 50'yards, to a 
choultry within fix yards of the gate. The troops were not difco- 
vered until they had got amder the wall, and were fixing the fcaling- 
ladders: the gariifon, more numerous than fuppofed, fired hotly 
from the walls, and efpecially on the field-pieces. Moft of the Eu-' 
ropeansinthe detachment were foreigners, and none of thofe employed 
m bringing on the field-pieces liked the fei vice; and to encourage them, 
VoL. H, G ' Captain 
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Captain Smith and Lieutenant Horne pulled themfelves at the guns ; 
their example hi ought more affiftance but of ten, who were at the 
gun with Smith, two were fhot dead, and three wounded, before they 
got them into the choultry, when a few lounds brought down the 
gateway; in this inftaiit Captain Smith leceived a ball under his 
flioulder, which totally difabled him. Lieutenant Horne then took his 
place and endeavoured to lead the men to the aflkult, but the detach- 
ment had iufFered fo feverely that none would follow him ; he, how- 
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bung off the wounded, and the 
two o-uns. Soon after, a certain account was leceived of the ftreno;th of- 
the Flench parties atUtatore,whichappeared an overmatch for the dif- 
pirited troops at Samiaveram: nor could Tiitchinopoly fpare a rein- 
forcement equal to what the French troops in the ifland might then 
fafely fend to aft in conjunftion with thole coming fiom Utatore; the 
whole detachment at Samiaveiam weie therefore recalled, and ai- 
rived the fecond of Febiuaiy at Tiitchinopoly. Then reti eat re- 
lieved the French tioops ip the pagoda of Senngham from 
great diflrefs; for they had little ammunition left, and ifraight- 
ened towaids the Caveri by the garrifon of Tiitchmopol}, and 
on the other fide of the Coleroon by paities from the en- 
campment at Samiaveram, they could neither venture out to feek, 
nor the countiy people to bring them in provilions ; fo that all their 
flibfiftence, for feveral days, had been what they had plundered 
from the bramins in the pagoda, whofe houfes they pulled down for 
lire-wood to drefs the viftuals they found in them. 

The French trpopsat Utatore having waited for fome ftores, Mdiich 
were lagging' on the road, did not aiiive at Senngham until the 
8th; they weie 140 Europeans, five pieces of cannon, and 600 Se- 
poys ; and brought with them a competent flock of ammunition and 
fpare arms. A day 01 two after their anival, 200 of their Euio- 
peans, with 600 Sepoys, commanded by Huffan Ally, marched 
asamfl Totcum, which had been taken for the Nabob on the 26th' 
of December. The gariifon left in it were four companies of 
Sepoys, under the command of two European ferjeants; all of- 
whom, although there were guns m the fort, behaved very ill, and 
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fun endered the place before any imprelTion had been made oh die 
walls. 

At the fame time that Mr. Lally lecalled the troops fiom Seimg- 
ham, he likewife ordered the fort of Devicotah to be evacuated ; and 
the gairifon,- having made feveral bleaches in the walls and towers, 
marched away in the beginning of February, but left a company of 
"Sepo) s in the pagoda of Atchaveram, which hands five miles inland 
'of Devicotah. 

Captain Jofeph Smith, on this intelligence,, detached two compa- 
nies of Sepoys, under the command of ferjeani Sommers, on v/hofe 
approach the French Sepojs at Atchaveiam were reinfoiced by ano- 
ther company from the pagoda of Chilambarum, with which they 
marched out, and met Sommers’s detachment on the plain, who 
1 outed them completely, taking five hand of then colours, with four 
of their officers, and, befide the Sepoys who were killed, many weie 
drowned in the huiiy of croffing the Coleroon. Immediately after 
this encounter, Sommers proceeded, took poheffion of Devicotah, 
and began to repaii the breaches. 

‘ The news of the vidtoiy at Vandivafli reached Tritchinopoly on 
the 30th of January, and cleared at once the cloud of defpondency 
which had ovei whelmed the Nabob ever fince he left Madiafs to 
proceed thither. He pitched his tent, difj^layed his great ifandard, 
and declared his intention of returning into the Carnatic ; but 
waited until the Fiench troops fhould be removed from Sering- 
ham ; and his with was foon gratified ; for Mr. Lally, on his 
arrival at Pondicherry, difjiatched a fecond older, under the fe- 
verefl; penalties of difobedience, for all the troops between Vol- 
condah and Tritchinopoly to join his army without delay.- They 
hoped to conceal their retreat from the garrifon of Tritchino- 
pol), and made the prepaiations with all fecrecy ; but fbme of 
the Malabars employed by them were natives of this part of the 
country, who, fohcitous to fecure pardon, if not favour, with 
the change of government, gave immediate and conftant intelli- 
gence to Captain Jofeph Smith, who tnade ready to' take fuch advan- 
tages ^as ufually occur, when troops retreating are purfued. The 
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whole body of the Fiench troops v/ere 450 Europeans alid CofFiecs, 
and 1200 Sepoys ; of which 150, with the commiffary, weie 111 the 
pagoda of Jumbakiffna. The retreat was appointed at nine at night, 
on the 6th of Febiiiary ; of which previous intelligence was bi ought 
to Captain Smith; and almoft the whole ganifon of Ti itchmopoly 
were on the bank of the Caveri, oppofite to the pagoda of Se- 
iingham, ready to move as foon as the enemy. The notices v/ere 
pundual; and the firft divifion of the Englifli tioops entered the 
fouth gate of the pagoda as the laft of the French weie going out of 
the oppofite the left of the Englifli tioops marched round the pa- 
goda to the wefi:. When all iveie united on the north fide, they 
advanced to the bank of the Coleroon, and, when neaily oppofite to 
Pitchandah, heaid the found, and thought they faw the motion of a 
line of men matching acrofs them to pafs the river. Capt. R. Smith, 
who led the troops of the ganifon, formed m order to receive or at- 
tack the fti angers ; but Captain Jofeph coming up bid him not fire,, 
becaufe he had ordered the troops of the polygar Tondiman, which 
had for fome time attended the garrifon, to, advance between the pa- 
godas of Seringhamand Jumbakiffna, and what tioops they now de- 
fcrled might as probably be them, as apart of the enemy; who they 
really were, bepig thofe moving fi om Jumbakiffna to join their mam 
body . they wei e foon after afeertained by a black fervant of R.. 
Smith’s, who had ffraggled into their line, and talking, was an- 
fwered in French. On which the Enghfh tioops immediately pro- 
ceeded, and began to enter the bed of the Coleroon, as the enemy 
were leaving the farthei bank, who in their hurry flung away fifty 
barrels of gunpowdei , wdiich were recovered ; and they deftroyed 
a tumbiil of gun-ammunition at Pitchandah. But their line never 
flopped until they got to Utatore. The Nabob’s horfe follow^ed, 
hanging m their lear, and continually picked up a defeiter or a pri- 
foner, in all 30 Europeans, or fomethmg belonging to their equi- 
pages and flores ; but the infantiy, black and white, halted at Sami- 
averam until the horfe returned, which was the next day; when a 
detachment of 1000 Sepoys, and 50 Euiopeans, with two guns and a 
Gohorn, and part of the Nabob’s horfe, marched under; the com- 
mand 
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mancl of Lieutenant Horne, agamft Totcum and Cortalum : at the 
fame time, all the other troops returned fiom Samiaveiam to Trit- 
chinopoly ; and, befides \yhat had been gathered in the road, brought 
m two excellent 1 8-pounders, which the eneniy had left in the pa- 
goda of Sei ingham. The Nabob, felicitous to make his new ap- 
pearance in the Carnatic with as much figuie as poffible, requefted 
Joleph Smith to go and alk 500 horfe of the king of Tanjore. The 
Lng was ill, and with difficulty admitted the viht, but piomifed 
every thing, and referred the adjuftment to his Dubbeei, 01 minifter, 
which, amongft the Indians, is equivalent to the Duan of the Ma- 
homedan princes. The Dubbeer,motwithd;anding the late fucceffes 
of the Englifh aims, infilled, that the Nabob ffiould fuimffi the 
pay and expences, which he knew would not be complied with; and 
Captain Smith returned, as he had expedled, without obtaining a 
fingle horfeman. In the mean time, Haffan Ally had abandoned 
Totcum, on the appeal ance of Lieutenant Horne’s detachment, but 
went away with the garrifon, which were 400 Sepoys, to reinforce 
Coitalum. Lieutenant Horne followed him ; and here the enemy- 
made a ftand for three days, until a battery was raifed, v/hen they 
all went off in the night, leaving a gun' and fome ammunition in 
the fort. Some Sepoys were polled in both, and the left of the de- 
tachment returned to the city; wheie the Nabob was making, with, 
accuftomed tedioufnefs, the pieparations for his departure. 

* The ravages which had been committed by the Englilh cavalry^, 
in the diftiidls around Pondicheiry, brought foith a part of the 
French troops from Valdoor; but not before the cavalry weie gone 
off with their plunder. The French detachment feeing nothing to-^ 
oppofe them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoly ; which, on 
intelligence of then* approach, the Pmfidency reinforced with 40 
Europeans. Captain Prefton had already been feht to command 
theie; and on the 6tb of February Colonel Coote had detached 
500 black horfe, and 20 huffars, from the fiege of Arcot, with 
ordeis, if Prefton (hould think proper, to lead them againft the 
enemy’s detachment, who, gaming intelligence of their march, be- 
fore they had mached Carangoly, letieated faft and on the 8th, 27 
huffars with then horfes deleited and came to Vandivafliy where 
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they were eiilifted m the Englifli feivice. Mr. Tally, on hearino- 
that his detachment was retreating, and that Arcot was piefTed, 
took a fudden refolution of marching with all the reft, of the ca- 
valry, 111 Older, as he gave out, either to throw reinfoi cements 
into Arcot, oi to retake Chittapett by fin prize, and leleafe the 
wounded prifoners there , but the cavalry, when diawn out, mu- 
tinied, refufed to proceed with him, and all went out of the bounds', 
as if tliey intended to go ovei to the Enghfli garrifons ; their ofhceis' 
howevei brought them .back ; but fuch was tbe^ geneial difcontent 
for want of pay, that feveral of- the common foldiers were over- 
heard, in the night of the i ith, propofing among themfelves to 
turn the guns in the ramparts againft the government houfe, as the 
only means of bunging Mr. Tally to reafon. He immediately le- 
piefented the depofitions of the witnefles to Mi. De Teyiit and the 
Conned, who, having no money in the public tieafuiy, piopofed ex- 
pedients, which Ml . Tally did not approve. All the country in the 
leai of Vandivafh and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicheii}, had 
been let for live yeais to two of the* European inhabitants of the co- 
lony, at the rent of 1,450,000 rupees a yeai . they were applied to 
in this exigency, and anfwered, that they had no money, having 
been difappointed of much they expefted by the loft of Vandivafh 
and Chittapett; on which the Malabar, to whom Mi. Tally had 
rented the diftridts round Aicot, whilft they remained under his au- 
thoiity, offered to advance, 50,000 rupees in ten days, and 80,000 in 
twenty moie, if what remained of the diftridls let to the two, Eu- 
ropeans were leafed out to him, with the addition of all the coun- 
try to the fouth of Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum and the 
banks of the Coleroon. His propofal was accepted ; but the pre- 
fent aftiftance he fupplied could not ferve long, and the future de- 
pended on the proteflion of the countries they weie farmed to 
him at 1,750,000 rupees a yeai. 

This arrangement was not approved by the council, becaufe they 
doubted of the credit and integrity of the Malabais; and, perhaps, 
becaufe it was a ftiperceffion of their own authority in the admini-^ 
ftration of the revenues. Immediately after, arrived intelligence of 

. ' the 


Book Xir. 


Thinomaly. 


dicherry, would 
the rieccffity of 
w ay ; and, behde 


the lols of Aicot, which with that of Chittapett 'gave hew.Tcope to 
the imputations againft Mi. Lally. It was faid, that he himfelf had 
declared, the one incapable of holding out four dajs, the other not 
more' than five. Why then leave in them 400 Europeans, fo much 
wanted infiiis own army, to-fall a ceitain piey to the.Englifii? But 
this conduft, as his letreat^to Pondicherry, was not.void of juftifi- 
cation; for, had -he withdrawn thefe gauifons, the Englifh- army,', 
having nothing to apprehend in^heir rear, might have immediately 
followed him .to bingee, and from thence to the adjacencies of Pon- 
dicheiiy, when the produce of the country, fio neceflaiy to fiore Pon- 
have fallen under the powei of the enemy, whom, 
reducing Chittapett and Aicot had turned another' 
the time they mufi: employ againft thefe forts, other 
delays might coficur to keep them ftill longer at a diftance. 

The Englifii (army, after the redudlion of.Arcot, encamped with- 
out the town, towaids Velore. The Kelhdar Mortizally trembled, 
for his fort ; aiid having been very complacent to the Englifii, fince 
the French had* been repulfedfiom befoie Madrafs, he now intieat-- 
ed the Prefidency to fjiare the attack, and fent a prefent of 30,000 
rupees to Colonel Coote ; who refufed it, figmfying, that he was- 
not empow^i e^, either by the Nabob or the Piefidency of Madrafs, 
to levy tiibutes. The Kellidaiy replied, that it was intended as a 
homage to himfelf, a gieat commander, accoiding to the cuftom of 
thecountiy; on which the money was accepted, and apprppiiatecL 
to the^general flock of prize-money -for the army. . ' - _ 

The army had not refloied its ‘ equipments fufBciently to move 
from the neigibourhood of Aicot until the 20th. of February, and, 
even then left jiehind two eightcen-pounders and a ten-inch howitz,^ 
which w^ere riot repaired. They halted this day atTimei}, and. 
500 Sepoys, With 100 black hqife, were, difpatched with Captain. 
Btepheri . Smith againft Trmomaly. ' The next day the ai my. en- 
camped under,. Arm. The Kelhdar of this fort, which is confi-^ 
derable, and' aifief belonging to the king of Tanjore, had condudted 
himfelf with fo much* holpitality to both fides, that neither the^ 
French- nor tine' Nabob confidered him as an enemy. ' On the 23d. 
- . they 
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. they ariive^ at Chittapett, when intelligence was received from, 
y Stephen ' Smith, that he had got poffeffion of the pettah of Tn- 
nomaly ; but that the ti oops in ■ the fort feemed lefolved to hold 
out. The pettah could not be mamtained without the foyt; and the 
poffeffion of the fort was at this jun<S;ure of much confequence, as its 
detachments ' might harafs and interrupt .convoys of provifions 
coming from the country m the rear of the ,army, when advanced 
to the fouthward. Colonel Coote therefore reinforced Stephen Smith 
with two twelve-poundei s, and' 50 Europeans, who were.Eiench 
deferters lately iiicorpoi ated into a company under the command 
of one of their -own feijeants ; they were called the French Volun- 
teeis, and weie intended to be employed 'on hazardous fervices ; but 
this did not prove one ; for, although the guns could not breach, 
the gariifon offeied on the 29th to give up theffoit, if they were 
permitted to march out free whither they pleafed, with their aims 
and baggage; their terms' were, accepted they were 250, Sepoys, 
and left fix pieces of cannon, and a confiderable quantity of ammu- 
nition, jn the fort. Of the Englifh detachment, one of the volun- 
teers and a Lafcar were killed, and a Sepoy wounded, during the 
attack. 

On the 23d, Real -Admiral Cornifh _ar/ived at Madrafs, with fix 
ffiips of -the line. They were the fquadron which had failed under 
his conimand fiom England, and 'met Mi. Pococke, with his fhips, 
off Pondicherry in Oftober, whom they accompanied to Tellicherry : 
from whence they lailed again for the coaft of Coromandel on the 
15th of December, whilfi; Mr. Pococke, with his own, was proceed- 
ing to Bombay. Conti ary winds and .currents had retarded'their paf- 
iages fiom one coaft to the. other. The crews had received very 
little refrefhmerit from land ever fince they left England about this 
time in the preceding year, and many were down with the fturvy. 

The army maiched from' Chittapett on the 26th, ftriking acrofs, 
the country to the s. E. -On the 29th m the forenoon they arrived 
and halted at Tondivanum, a town of much refort, at which meet 
the high roads leading from Chittapett, Vandivafti, Outramalore, 

and Carangoly, towards Pondicherry, from winch place it is 30 
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miles diftaiit to the N. e. In the other direaion of the countiy, 
it ftaiids nearly midway between Gingee and Alamparvah on the 
fea-fhore; and on its left, five miles towaids Alamparvah, is a forti- 
fied lock, called Permacoil. The wais between the two nations 
having never befoie brought any decifion before this place, it had 
hitherto remained negleaed by both- But as foon as the French 
army fell back towaids Pondicherry, Permacoil became of impor- 
tance to the proteftionof the intermediate difinas; and Mr. Tally, 
immediately after the defeat of Vandivafli, had prevailed on the 
Kelladar to admit a party, with fome cannon, into his foit; but the 
eafy redudlion of Chittapett and Arcot made the Kelladar repent of 
his hafiy compliance; and, as foon as the Enghfh aimy were return- 
ing from Arcot to the foutliward, he wrote to Colonel Coote, pre- 
tending, that the French party had got into his fort by fui prize, ad- 
vifed him to attack it, and piomifed all the afiiftance in his power; 
and Colonel Coote refolved to try the fincerity of his profefTions. 

In this intention, he fet off before the army in the lafi: march to 
Tondivanum, with mofi: of the cavalry and two companies of Sepoys, 
and arriving there before day-break went on to reconnoitie Per- 
macoil. Befides the fortified rock, he others of lefs height before 
and behind it; the diredlion m length of the whole plot is 1200 
yaids,and extends fiom the n.e. to the s.w. : the s.w. end of the rocks 
lay nearefl to Tondivanum; but Colonel Coote, having no guide, fol- 
lowed the befi; ground, which brought him to the north-eafi; end, 
oppofite to the noithern face of the pettah, which lies under the 
weftern fide of the rock of Permacoil, and extends beyond it under 
part of the other rocks to the north. When near, the troops were 
fired upon by cannon from the nearefi: tower on the rock, "and by 
field-pieces and mulketry from the walls of the pettah below. Soon 
after came a man, commiffioned by the Kellidar, who informed Co- 
lonel Coote, that the French m the fort were 50 Europeans, 30 Cof- 
frees, and 50 Sepoys; that they had got fbme guns up the rock; but 
that four large pieces of cannon, which arrived the day befoie, were 
flill remaining in the pettah below ; and offered to condu 61 : them to 
the gate; for, although the pettah was under the main rocks, the 
VoL. 11 . 4 H plain 
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plain on all Tides round the walls \yas cncumbcied withlaige fiac- 
ments, wdiich might alToid flieltei to the approach. Colonel Cootc 
immediately followed the guide with the Sepoys, oidciing the horfe 
to foim, and keep on the left, undei covei of the main locks to 
tlic N. E. 

The lock on which the foit of Pcrmacoil {lands docs not extend^ 
even at its bafe,moic than 5oo}aids in length. In breadth, it is at the 
noi thei n end about 400 } ai ds, at the fouthci n not moie than 200 . its 
height is likewifc various, being at the nariow end 300 perpendicular 
feet, and dimmifliing by hopes and dcch\ itics to 200 at the other. Of 
thefe diflcrcnccs 111 the height, there is one moie particularly marked, 
which cioffes 111 a natuial z’g-zagof two rc-entenng angles, about 
the middle of the mountain, and all the ground to the eaflward 
behind this ridge is 30 feet higher than the other part before it to 
the well ward. This eahern part istheuppei, and the only real 
fort; bcinq; inclofed and foilihcd with hidi done walls and toweis 
fliongly built. The otliei inclofuie, although called the lower fort, 
IS only fui rounded with a-'v.dlof loofc flones, and was principally 
intended foi the immediate icfu^e of the cattle and inhabitants on 
fudden alarm. The lock falls c\ei_) v hcic fo deep, that the area of 
the foi tilled furfacc above is equal to half the bafe below. The ad- 
jacent rocks before and behind arc not high enough to carry any 
detiiment to its fortifications. 

Colonel Coote v;ith the Sepoys, led by the guide, took pod behind 
Tome rocks oppofite to the gateway in the noi th face of the pettah, 
’which {lands nearly 111 the middle of the 1 ampart. Two lai ge pieces 
of cannon, mounted on dcld-carriages, were handing at the entrance 
of the gateway, which was in the left fide of its projcdlion; and fome 
Coffiees and Europeans, with two field-pieciis, weie on the tow'er 
jud behind to protecl them. This guard, knowing that the cavalry 
in the rear could npt- a£l on the ground where the Sepoys, weie, 
ventured to fally. Colonel Coote oidcied Enfign Cai ty to meet them, 
with one of the companies of Sepo}'S; w'hich turned out with great 
alacrity, gave their die, and advanced to the bayonet. The Fiench, 
party, {lai*tled by their refolution, lan back, and were followed,fo. 
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clofe by Caity’s' company, and they by Colonel Coote ^vith the 
other, that the fugitives made no fland at the gateway, but con- 
tinued their flight, ftill puifued, thiough the pettah, to the foot of 
the rock at the faithei end, wheie fteps weie cut Xvmding up to the 
upper foit, by which they efcaped into it; but Colonel O’Kennedy, 
the commander who was at the fteps, and lame with old wounds, 
had veiy neaily been^ taken. Heie weie lying two twenty-four 
^poundeis, ofuhichthe garrifon had burnt the carnages, becaufe 
there was no path to draxv, and no means to laile them, into the 
fort. As foon as the pettah was cleared of the enemy’s guaids. Co- 
lonel Coote polled the Sepoys m the befl: flieltei the houfes afforded 
againfl; the -fiie of the cannon m the uppei foit, and the mufke- 
try fiom the loxxi^r, which lecommenced immediately, and conti- 
nued thiough the day. The hoife weie diftributed, fome under the 
walls of the pettah,- ready to difmount and affift, if any defcent 
fhould be made; and the refl; in diffeient guards round the hills. In 
the evening came up fix companies of Sepo} s, with the French Vo- 
lunteers, and an eight-inch howitz, fiom Tondivanum* the enemy 
continued then fire through the night, and fmall paitics came down 
the fide of the jocks, who thiew grenades, and fired mufketiy, by 
which a Sepoy was killed, and nine, with thiee EuiopeanS, wound- 
ed before themoiiiing; no lofs had been fuftained in the day. AH 
the return was from the howitz, which did no damage in either of 
the forts. 

Before morning pioneeis and tools ai lived, and^fufficient cover 
for the whole was formed with earth thi own up and'houfes broken 
■down; during wdiich fome were employed in raifing and fixing the 
two pieces of cannon, one aftei the other, to tianlporting carnages, 
in order to cany them off, which was not executed without diffi- 
culty and time; during which, the enemy fii-ed down- grenades and 
mufketry, but did no mifchief. 

. In the afternoon, Colonel Coote fummoned O’Kennedy, xaHio fent 
'down one of his men to receive the letter, and-anfweied it with a 
temperate negative; on which- Colonel Coote lefoEed to furpnze 
the lower fort. Two guides belonging to the- Kelhdai offered to 
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Ihew the path leading tip the noi th fide of the hill, which being ex- 
tiemely rugged and difficult, was not likely to be fufpefled; they 
pioceeded with two companies of Sepoys at eight at night; at the 
fame time a platoon of Coote’s greiiadieis, with another company of 
Sepoys, went up the flops leading fiom the pettah to the back of the 
upper fort, which made a falfe attack to divert the enemy from the 
real, wffiich wei e foi ty minutes in gaming the fummit, when the 
foremoft got o\ei the wall before they v/cie difcovered. The 
cnem}'’s guards confifled chiefly of Sepoys, and all of them aftonifh- 
ed by the firft fire ran an a) from their different flations, and re- 
gained the upper fort, m here Colonel O’Kennedy, ignorant of the 
numbeis which had got into the lower, and perplexed by the falfe 
attack, would not rifque a fally which might have recovered the 
lofs; but kept up a hot fire upon them by guefs from the defences 
along the ridge which fcpaiates the upper from the lower fort; but 
with no effic6l, for the choultries and rocks nfmg evei-^ v/here af- 
forded fheltei. The gindes, as foon as the paity was eflablifhed, 
came down with information of dieir fuccefs to Colonel Coote, who 
was waiting at the foot of the path, with the pioneer company, and 
the Volunteers of France, provided until ladders, gabions, and faf- 
cines, and immediately proceeded with them up the hill; wdiere as 
foon as they had joined the party above; the whole proceeded acrofs 
the lower fort, to efcalade the fortifications along the ridge, not- 
withftanding the garnfon was prepared to receive them. The ridge 
might be afeended without clambering. The grenadiers cairied the 
iaddeis; the lefl followed, ready to mount, and m the mean time 
fired up-agamfl tlie parapet; from wdiich the fire inflantly became- 
exceffively hot. The ladders that weie firfi: applied proved too 
fhoit; it was fuppofed they would anfwer better in other parts, to- 
which they were lemoved, anrl tried with as little fuccefs. Never- 
thelefs the conteft continued half an hour; and the Sepoys behaved' 
with as much- eagernefs as the Europeans, but many dropping or 
difabled, Colonel Coote ordered the aflault to ceafe. He received a- 
wound in, the knee; his aid-de-camp, Captain Adams, was fliot 
through the hip ; a ferjeant of the pioneers, one of the French Vo- 
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lunteers, Riid feven Sepoys, were killed; i6 Europeans and- 25 Se- 
poys weie wounded: m the falfe attack on the upper fort, two 
Sepoys were wounded, and Enlign Blakeney was killed. The next 
day, which was the 3d of the' month, the fire of the fort dimi- 
niftied confiderably, as it was fuppofed, and rightly, fiom fear city 
of ammuniton. At noon, a letter came from Colonel O’Kennedy 
requefting a ceffation of 24 lyouis, to obtain Mr. Tally’s orders con- 
cerning the fiirrender ; this was refufed, and foon after he fent ano- 
ther letter requefting the honours of war, which weie like wife de- 
nied. Several Europeans and Sepoys were killed and wounded 
through the day and night. Before noon of the next day, which, 
was the fifth of the attack, a brafs fix-poundei was got up the hill 
with much difficulty by Captain Barker. There weie two choultries 
in the lower foit, ftanding 100 yards from the ridge and ram- 
pait, which divide it from the upper: one of thefe choultiies was 
near the wall which runs along the edge of the rock on the fide 
over the pettah; and in this choultiy the field-piece was planted; 
the other was a few yards on the left, which ftieltered^ thole 
^hom It was not neceffary to expofe. The defences in the up- 
pei fort immediately oppofite to the choultries lay in a large re-en- 
tering angle, at the two extremities of which was a round tower^, 
one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah, the other about 
the middle of the ridge, which from hence falls back in another zig- 
zag out of fight of the choultries. The gate leading intoithe uppei foi t 
was on the left of the tower in the middle of the ridge. The field- 
piece managed by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the 
choultiy, againft the gate and the parapet of the tower, both which- 
were ruined before night; but the garnfon had heaped earth at the 
back of the gate, which continued to ftop the entrance. Many of 
thofe expofed in this fervice fuffered. New fcahng-laddershad been 
provided ; and the next morning, as the troops were preparing to ad- 
vance with them, the garnfon beat the chamade, and fui rendered 
at difcretion. , They were fifteen Euiopean gunners, chofen men,. 
32 Coffrees, and 100 Sepoys : only one of each had been killed. 
There v/ere in the foit 20 pieces of cannon, but not ammumiion 

, ' either 



The War or Coromandel. Boole XlL 

cilhci fo] (hem 01 the mufkctiy rufflcicnt to have ftooc] the afTault, 
jioi had the gamfon two cla)s piovifioii left. 1 lie total loh, and ca- 
luallic*; of tlic ICnglhh, rliiough the attack, were foin Euiojicaiis 
killed aiitl 15 wmiiKhd, of the Sc{)o\s 40 aiul 70; thefe troops had 
iiexcr hcha\ed fo well; of their Jelled, one was the Subadhai, equi- 
valent to the Cajitain of a compain, and twoweic Jcmidars, tlie 
next lank of officers. The gailanU} of Bnlwanfing, u ho was the 
'fenioi of the v. liole hod) in camj), was rewarded vhIi a gold medal. 
The Kcllidar, for his leniccs, was continued in the foit, in whicli 
were left a company of St])o\s, with 12 ICuiojicans and a lieutenant. 
A laige detachment of the krcnch arim had advanced as far as h'la- 
Dour, vithin feven miles of Pcimacoil, and weicin motion to tlirow 
in a conlidcrable rcinfoiccmcnt of men and Hoics, at the very hour 
thev hcaid of the aiiival of the Kntrhni aim\ at Tondivannm, 011 
'which thc\ rcticatcd tov/ards Ikindichcirv. 

m 

On the ytJi, Colonel Cootc went fiom the camp at Tondhaniim, 
with the cavaln, bl.ick as well as Europeans, and fix comptmics of 
Scjioys, to difcovct ncai the houndb of Pondiehcir} . Tlie* diftance 
to the bound-licdgc was 20 miles; and the Scpo}s, after marching 
10, waittcd I cfh, and were left m the village of Tnchimiiiigalum. 

The Ficuch tioops which had been detached to the relief of Per- 
macoil, had, on their rcti cat, cncamjicd four miles to the weft of 
the town, and thicc from the bound-hedge. A laigc collcfhon of 
fand-hills, of which the whole together is called the rcd-hills, rifes 
about half a mile fiom the fca-fliorc, and a mile and half to tlie north 
jof the town . thev extend four miles to the wcflward,and the lafthill, 
vvhcic thcyccafc on this fide, is called Pcrimbe : acrofs fiom north 
to fouth thev extend two miles, and have paffablc dales between; 
diredlly oppofite to the fide ofPciimbe, flands the Foit of Villenore, 
a fliong out-pofl, fituatcd ncai the north bank of tlie nver of Aiain- 
copang, which falls into the fca about 500 v aids fiom the wall of Pon- 
^dichciry, and in its couilc from A^illcnoic foimsacurv^e to the fouth. 
The Rcd-hill, on the otlier fide the plain, recedes to the n. e. fiom 
/Perimbe to its end tow^ards the fca. So that the interv^al between 

Villcnoic and Perimbc is the narrow eft part of the jilain betw^een 

the 
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tke liver and the Red-hill, being heie fcaicely more than a mile, 
whereas fai tiler back it is three. The plain as far as the bound- 
hedge was occupied by countiy lioufes, enclofures, avenues, aird 
arable giound. The market of the French troops was in the village 
under V illenoi e. Tempoi ary bat racks foi the European cavalry had 
been laifed on the hill of Perimbe. Their foot and ai tiller y weie 
difperfed in the houfes and enclofures which occupied the fpace be»^ 
tween. 

Colonel Coote proceeded with the cavalry from Tiichimungalum^, 
not m the high road which palTeth by Valdore, but acrofs the coun- 
try to the left,, and cam^ in about the middle of the Red-hill, and 
paffing through its dales appeared on the outward ridge between Pe- 
rimbe and the bound-hedge. The enemy had gained notice of his 
approach, but not of the foice which accompanied him; and, ima- 
gining that it confifted of foot as well as horfe, lufpefted likewife that 
the main body of both might be marching to get between them and 
the bound-hedge, and impede their letreat into the limits. In this 
perfuahon, ail then infantry got into mai ch with much hurry and^ 
confufion, to gain the avenue neai’efl: the Red-hill, which,, as well’ 
as another on its light, leads to the bound-hedge they fnoved with, 
all then field-pieces in front, to oppofe the luppofed danger, which> 
if real would have been the greatefl: but the European hoife, which 
W'ere 250 in three fquadrons, lemained on the hill of Perimbe to ob- 
ferve and protect their real. Colonel Coote fufpected the error wFichu 
occafioned the difoiderdie obferved in the infantry, and as fall: as 
his tioops came up ordered' the Euiopean hoifc, which Were' 
only 80, with three fquadions of the blacks, to advance, and keep 
the enemy’s cavalry in check, whilfc he himfelf, with the main 
body, cioffed over to the avenue, in which the lafi: of their infantry 
were entering; m whofe icar he hung, having thus feparated themn 
fiorix their cavalry, who, feeing' then danger, rctieated before the 
divifion advancing againfl them, to gam the other fide of the avC^ 
nue on the right of then infantry, whofe flanks we'ie already pro- 
tedled from the cavalry with Colonel Coote by the ditch on each 
fide. ColoneLCoote following] the infantry, often advanced within 

' 40 } ards. 
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40 ) auk, to chaw then fiic, but the gicnaclicis of Lon am, who 
' Ibi med the rcai-guaid, rcLncd it with much difcijihnc. At Iciwth, 
howcNCi, the foicmod ttdop of hoifc, led by Affafbeg, a Jemidai 
of gieat ([in It, biokc in upon a platoon, and cut dou n feven of thcin; 
but the next troop drew up then bridles, and were afraid to follow 
the imprcfliou, which othciwifc piomifcd to break the -whole co- 
lumn, which icco\crcd, and continued its way as before, until they 
Jiad jiafTcd the bound-hedge, under the redoubt of \hildorc, which 
teiminatcs tlic a\enue along whicii they weic marching, when tlie 
fire of the redoubt Ma^^ left fice, and Colonel Coote flopped the 
puifuit. In the mean while, the othci clnifion under the com- 
mand of Captain Dc Duke, had croffed over to the village of Vil- 
lenorc, and routed the markct-jicoplc there without refiflance, and 
the black horfe with him, joined by moic from the main bod_), 
colle6led all woith the while the) could can) off, and diovc before 
them all the cattle. The whole afiemblcd again on the lull of Pc- 
rimbe, where they fet file to the barracks, and the carnage of an 
eighteen-pounder, for want of proper bullocks to draw it oft. In 
the afternoon, the whole returned to Tritclumungalum, intending 
to refl the night there ; but a coiporal of the dragoons defertmg, 
tlicy removed five miles farther back to hlanoor; fiom hence Co- 
lonel Coote font orders to Major Monfon, to march the aimy from 
Tondivanum againfl Alampaivah. 

The next day he mo\cd himfclf to Taliavcram, winch is five miles 
from hlanoor to the n. e. on the road towards Pcrmacoil; but few 
of the black borfc accompanied him; they wcic all difpcrfcd to fe- 
cureor fell the plunder they had got the day before. The), how- 
ever, came back on the 9th, and he proceeded with them from Taha- 
veram again to the bound-hedge of Pondicherry, and obfer\ ed very 
nearly, without annoyance. On his return, he went to Con) mere, 
wheie he met Mr, Bufiy by appointment, who had been recalled on 
his paiole to Madrafs, in order to be feiit to Europe, in comphance 
with the carneft importunity of the Nabob, who regarded him 
as fraught with more dangerous refourccs than all his other ene- 
.mies, and faid that if he became free^ and commanded^ lie would 
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jDiotraft the wai ten yeais. On the loth Colonel Coote came to 
Alampai-vah, which the army had mvefted the day before; but the 
wound he had leceived at Permacoil was fo much exafiieiated by 
his late' fatigue, that he could not any longer ftir without danger, 
he theiefore oidered Colonel Monlbn to cany on the hege of Alam- 
parvah, but ftill continued in the camp. 

The foit of Alampaivah ftands on the fea-fhoie, about 20 miles 
E. N. E. of Tondivanum, 15 e. of Permacoil, and 24 to the n. of 
Pondicherry. It formerly belonged to the Nabobs of the province ; 
and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Muizafajing in 1750. It has 
many wells of good water, which is not to be found in all paits 
of the coaft fo near the fea. The foit was of ftone, fquare, of mo- 
derate extent, with four round towel s at the angles, a parapeted 
fauffebray, and a wet ditch, but without a glacis.. A pettah ex- 
tends along the ftrand to the noith, and fronts within 250 yards of 
the fort. ‘ An eight-inck howitz bombarded ; and a ricochet hat- 
teiy of two guns, to enfilade the north front fiom the weft, was 
begun in the night, and fimfhed before morning; duiing which, a 
leijeant of pioneers and a Sepoy weie killed. In the enfliing night, 
another battery of three eighteen-pounders was fimfhed in the pet- 
tah, to batter the tower in the wefi: angle of the noith face; and 
the lofs during thele 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, of Coote’s 
legiment, and a grenadier killed. Both batteries opened together at 
day-light on the 12th, and in thiee hours difmounted mofi: of the 
guns, and ruined the whole line of defence; and in the afteinoon' 
the Chevalier Viart, who commanded, fin rendered at difcretion. 
The garrifon, befides himfelf, a Lieutenant, and a fiirgeon, weie 
50 Europeans, and 150 Sepoys. During ’the attack, thiee of 
their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded. There were; 
in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, a howitz, and abundance of am- 
munition. - 

The feafon was now advancing, when the Fiench fquadron might 
be expe6ted from the iflands. The lofs of Alamparvah depiived them 
of the only fiation under their command to the noithwaid, and Ka-* 
rical remained the only one they had to the fouthward of Pondi ^ 
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chcny; but the impoitance of Kaiical lofc with the feafon, and the 
encrcafing diftrcffes of the capital; for becoming, with the change 
of the monfoon, the windwaid ftation, all then vefTcls ariivingon 
the coafl. might get then fiift intelligence hcic, and, if the load 
were not occupied by a fupcnoi force, wei c always fure of water, 
and fieOi provifions fiom the fort, which the foreign fettlements of 
Negapatam and Tranquehar might oi might not fupply. The 
grain of the diflri^ls, which was conlidcrable, was gathered, and, 
with what might he purchafed in the plentiful country of Tanjoic, 
would become a great refouice to Pondicherry, continually lofing its 
own diHrifts by the fucceffes of the army; for it might be con- 
veyed from Karical in the boats of the country, which, favoured by 
the wind and current, would almoft make the paflage m a night, 
and with little lifquc, even if difcovcred and purfued, as they can 
keep clofe to the furf, in fliallow foundings, and along the fhore 
fwell of the fca, where vefTcIs of European conftniflion feldom 
chufe to venture. The French government already repented of the 
lofs of fuch another pofTcffion in Devicotah, although not com- 
manding equal advantages; and had made a ftrong attempt to le- 
cover it. On the 24th of February, a detachment from Chilam- 
brum of 30 troopers, 40 European infantry, and 400 Sepoys, with 
two field-pieces, inveftcd the fort. On the 27th, they were joined 
by 80 Europeans and Coffrees from Pondicheiry, when the whole in- 
trenched themfelves within 200 yards of the walls. The breaches 
which then gairifon had made when they abandoned it, were not 
completely repaired ; and on the 29th in the morning, the enemy made 
an affault on that which was mod pra6ticable ; the fire laded an hour, 
when they were lepulfed, with the lofs, as the ferjeant fuppofed, of 
two officers, and 20 of their Euiopeans and Coffrees, and more of 
their Sepoys killed and wounded. They, however, during their day, 
and on their retreat, fent and carried away a confiderable quantity of 
grain, which had jud been got up from the harved of the didridls. 

The Preffdency of Madrafs now became anxious to get pofleffion 
of Karical, before the French fquadron fhould arrive on the coad; 
but, as it was intended that the army diould as foon as pofli- 
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blc encamp near Pondicheriy, in orclei to intercept all convoys of 
provifions fiom the adjacent countiy, a body bf lioops fufficient foi 
the attack of Kaiical could not be fparcd fiom the camp, without 
fjulliating the othei intention. Admiral Coinifh contributed to al- 
leviate part of the difficulty, by offeiing to proceed with all the 
men of war which had ai lived with him, and to land their maiines, 
which weie about 300 ; the Prehdency piovided for the reft. All the 
ai tilleiy and ftores for the liege, with the Chief Engineer, Mr. Call, 
and a few gunners, weie to be fent in the lliips fiom Madiafs. Co- 
lonel Monlon, who was to command, was to embaik fiom Alam- 
parvah, with the company of pioneers, whicli conlifted of 50 choice 
Europeans, and with Captain Baikei to dite6t the artillery. Captain 
Jofeph Smith, who was efcoiting the Nabob fiom Tritchinopoly, 
was oidered to remfoice his detachment from this gairifon to the 
ftiength of 1000 Sepoys, 100 Euiopean firelocks, 40 aitillery-men, 
and fix field-pieces ; with this force, he was to march away from 
wherever he might be, vnth all expedition; and either inveft or lay 
before Karical, as circumftances permitted, until the arrival of the 
fiiips. Captain llichard Smith, appointed to command in Tiitchi- 
nopoly after the depaiture of Jofeph, was to fend fiom thence, 
thiough the country of Tanjore, Lalcars for the fendee of the ai til- 
ler}', 500 Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tenis, doolies foi the 
fick and wounded, and cattle for piovifions to the fquadron as well 
as the tioops on fiioie. The king of Tanjore was requefted to fend 
his tioops, and every kind of affiftance. 

The Nabob, notwithftanding his eageinefs to appear at the head 
of an aimy in the Cainatic immediately after the vi 61 :ory of Vandi- 
vafii, was not ready to move from Tiitchinopoly until the i8th of 
March, 40 daj’s after he had leceived intelligence of that fiiccefs, 
and a month after the French had abandoned the pagodas of Sering- 
ham. Befides the detachment from the garrifon of TritcHinoiioly, 
he was accompaned by 1000 horfe, 1000' Sepoys, and a greater 
number of various Ibi ts of good-for-nothing infantry, entertamed by 
himfelf. Thdy ai rived at Volcohdah ‘on the 20th, fiom whence he 
was folicitous to proceed towards Arcot; but Captain Jofeph Smith, 
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in confoimity to the orders of the Prehdency, wiflied to lead him 
towards Pondicherry. This difference of opinion kept them fome 
days at Volcondah, and as a leconciliation, by which "fbme femce 
might be obtained from the Nabob’s troops, Captain Smith confcnted 
to march agamft Thiagar, which would bring them.neaier Aicot, 
^vlthout being removed farther from Pondicheiry. But the Piefi- 
dency, at the fame time that they fent orders to Captain Smith to 
march away with his detachment to Karical, enjoined the Na- 
bob to keep with ^his own tioops in the country to the s. of 
Gingee, betn^een Volcondah and Chillambarum, and to employ 
them in reducing thefe diftricls,' and efjiecially in pi eventing any 
fupphes of provifions from being conveyed out of them- to Pondi- 
cherry, from whence he would have nothing to feai, as the Englifli 
army would be advanced and lying between. ^ , j ^ 

The number of manned MafToolas at Madrafs, which are the only 
boats that can ply the furf; were not fufficient to carry off the 
ammunition and ftoies intended for the flege as fall; as the men of 
war could have taken them in; and during this delay, the Falmouth 
of 6o guns was fent forward to take in Major Monfbn’s paity at 
Alampaiwah, whilft the other Ihips were lading at Madrafs . and on 
the 15th Colonel Coote, continuing much difbrdered with his wound, 
came in from the camp to adjuft with the Prefidency the prize- 
money accruing to the army from their late fiicceffes. 

The Falmouth, flandmg into the road of Alampaiwah on the 1 6th 
in the morning, difcovered a fhip at anchor clofe in fhore, about 
two leagues to the northwaid of Pondicherry, and bore down to 
her with an eafy fail, ujider French colours; but the ftrangei cut 
her cable, and ran ,afhore into the^ furf, which being boiflerous, 
{he immediately bilged, and all but three of the crew got afhore* 
i The boats of the Falmouth, finding it impoffible to get the fhip off, 
j fet fire to her. She was the Harlem, which had been difjiatched by 
jMi. Moracin from Ganjam to Mergui in the .month of June, and 
was returning with rice and other provifions for Pondicherry, and 
had hkewife tutenagne and other merchandize on board, none of 
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whiCh^conld be 1‘ecovered ; but the lofs-of the provifions washy hr 
the gceateft detiiment to the enemy. - ; - . < . , . . 

> Major Monfon, with the pioneeis and their equipments, embarked 
in the Falmouth _from Alamparvah on the 25th; they anchored in 
the rpaclpf Karicab at day-break on the^zSth, when ^ther Captain of 
the Falmouth; Mathifoh, Xyent in Ins boat with Major Monfon to 
reconnoitre tjie flioie. - Theyylircoyered no figns, either of the" peo,- 
ple expedled fiom Richaid Smith' at Tritchinopoly, or the detach- 
ment ^^uth Captain Jofeph ; whofe inftruftions^ had not reached 
them^in time to be as. }et- fulfilled. At eight o’clock, tho fquadion, 
which had likewife failed. from Madrafs on the'’ 2 5th, appeared. 
Majpi Monfon went onboard Mr. Connfh’s fliip, and it was agreed, 
notwithftanding they were entirely ignorant of the place, and difap- 
pointed' of the trOops they expedled to meet, to inake the landing 
immedia^tely. Fifteen niaffoplas accoinpanied the fhips ; the}' took 
m'l 70 ofdhe tioops, beMes the Macoas, who are the blacky fellows 
that now them; thofe formed, the .iirf: divifion, and. were towed to 
the fuif- by the yawls and pinnaces of^ the fhips, which, befides their 
rowersj took as many foidiers as they could cany, who formed the 
fecond'diyifion : all thefe Feered for the fhore, five miles to the north 
of the fort. ^ ;The third divifion p/ the troops embarkedhii thelong- 
,hoats, wjiich -were rigged wuth'i fails, and pioceeded clofe*to the furf, 
opppfite to the fort, and the ^ mouth of a river which leads to it, 
where they, were to^appear as if mtenduig to land by pufhnig over 
the bar of the river, which was not impradlicable. , < 

^ A fmalbfnow and a hoop, which dre\y little water, and, mounted 
guns, anchored as clofe as they could oppofite to a village half-way 
bet\yeen the .real la.nding and the long-boats. , As foon as, the yawls 
and pinnaces reached the liirf, they diopped their graplings, and caft 
off the maffoolas, which immediately rowed afhoie, and landed the 
tropps in them ; then returned, and landed the fecondfdivifion out 
of the other boats, when a- fignal was flung out,' on which the 
long-boats came down, fading „faft with the wind -.and' current, and 
the troops in them were, like^yife landed all togethei by the maffoolas 
, ' the 
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the whole without the appeal ance of any oppofitlon intended by 
the garrifon. As {bon as all were on Ihoie, they advanced to the 
village oppohte to which the two fmall velfels were at anchor, and 
leceivedby catamarans two four-pounders, which belonged to the 
floop, and were mounted on Ihip-carnages ; for the reliance on the 
field-pieces expedled with Jofeph^ Smith had pi evented any from be- 
ing embarked at Madiafs. They pafied the night in the village 
without alaiin; and eaily in the moining moved on to take poflef- 
fion of the pettah of Karical, which lay on the north fide of the 
foit. It was a fpacious town, fepaiated from the fort by an elpla- 
nade of loo yaids; regular tvoiks had been traced round the 'other 
three fides, which on the wefi: had been raifed to four feet above the 
ground, but the baftion in the noith-wefi; angle was completed, and 
convei ted into a clofed redoubt, which mounted nine guns, and had 
a good ditch all round, and a diaw-biidge ; it -was called Fort Dau- 
phin the left of the north line was open,’ as was the fide to the 
eafi:. The troops advancing from the north, without a’ guide or in- 
telligence, fell under fire of Foit Dauphin, by which two men weie 
killed, and two wounded, before the whole line got under fheltei of 
the buildings in the pettah ; which they entered without meeting 
any interruption in the fireets. They took poll: in the church-yard,' 
which lay about 200 yards from the baft fide of the -pbttah, arid 
about the lame diftance from the line^ of' houfes fronting the fort^ 
They found about them plenty of provifions, as well in the houfes 
of the natives, as of the French inhabitants. . — ' 

The foit of Karical Hands 300 yaids from the fea-lli’bre :* a river 
coming from the well: Hi ikes when oppofite to the wefiiTde of the 
foi t in a curve to the fouth, which continues uiitil oppofite to the 
eafi: fide at the diftance of 50b yards, w^hen the channel turning 


again diredlly to. the eaft, m too yards more difembogues into 
the fea. The fort was an oblong fquare, completely ‘ fortified, but 


had the greateft of defedts, the want of fpace : for its' internal atea^^ 
exclufive of the four baftioris, wasno'mbfe'than 1 06' yards -fronfw. 
to E'. and only 50 from N, tos. 'The baftions ’admitted only three 
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guns in their faces, but each of the four curtains was covered by a 
ravelin much more Ij^acious than the baftions, and mounting hx. A 
wet ditch lan between the three cui tains to the n. w. and s. and 
their ravelins ; but on the call face the, ditch furrounded the ravelin 
likewife, and diy ground occupied the Ijiace between the rear of this 
ravelin and the eaft curtain, continuing round the two baftions m 
an excellent fauffebray, from the interioi angles of which the ravelin 
projedled^ A coveied way well palifaded, and a complete glacis, fur- 
rounded the whole, neverthelefs the ex,terior extent, meafuring aciofs 
fiom the foot of the glacis, was in the longed: diredlion, that fiom, 
E. to w. not moie than 200 yaids ; and the pettah outftretched.this 
face 200 yards on either hand. The gai rifon had lately deflroyed’ 
the line of buildings in the pettah, which Ikirted the efplanade, and' 
had beenluffered to .rife within 60 yards of the foot of the glacis 5 
but this demolition added only a {[Dace of 40 yards to the elj^lan^de, 
and that not clear; for the lubbifli not being yet removed hill 
affoided fome Ihelter. 

As foon as the Englilh troops had taken poiTeffion of the pettah, 
Mr. Call, with the pioneers, marched, and took pofTeffion of a fa- 
luting-battery, which lay near the mouth of the river, where was 
hkewile the flag-ilafF for the road. The fort fired fiercely as they 
were palling, but did no harm ; and in the night the pioneers be- 
gan to con ftrudl a battery neai the river on the elplanade, which 
was clear quite up to where the river changes from, the curve it has 
made, and ftrikes llraight to the fea. they weienot interiupted m 
their work ; neither did the troops m the pettah receive any alarm' 
fiom the garrifon. The next evening a ten-inch mortar was landed,, 
and at ten at night began 'to bombard Fort Dauphin, The lange 
was exadlly gained at the firfl Ihell, and only thii teen were fired 
before the guard, confifting of 50 men, abandoned it ; and, know- 
ing ways of which the Enghfli troops were not apprized, gained the 
fort without interruption. About the fame time twelve gunners 
lent from Pondicherry, who had landed at Tranquebar, got into the 
fort, notwithftanding a company of marines were looking , out for 
thempwho kept too far from the fea-Ihore, whilft the gui\ners tra- 
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\elled along the beach until they came to the river, when they con- 
tinued under the bank unpetcen ed b} the pioneers employed in con- 
flrudling the batter3L 

The cover afforded by the pettah detei mined the attack to be 
carried on againft the noith face of the foit; and the greater extent 
of the eJ^planade to the eaft, which is 500 yaids (whereas to the 
\veft It IS interrupted by the cui ve of the river at 300) gave the j^ie- 
ference of the enfilade from the eaff, which of coiifequence deter- 
mined the breach' to be in the north-eaft baffion,' and on its north 
face. Accordingly, three batteries weie maik'ed out in the pettah, 
one to breach, and pne on each hand to take off the defences ; in 
the battery to tlie eaff, two of the guns enfiladed the noith line 
in its whole length, and the other two plunged into the oppofite 
ravelin, and acro'fs into the ravelin on the fouth. fb that every part 
of the fort would be laid under fire. Sailois wcie landed with, the 
heavy artillery' from the fliips, and afliff ed in drawing them, and in 
the other ferVices ufually allotted to bullocks abd coolies ; foi all the 
neighbouring villages were deferted, and ffipplied neither man nor 
beaff ; and no tidings arrived of the Captain Jofeph Smith’s detach- 
ment, nor of the afiiftance expedled from thegairifon of Tritchi- 
nopoly ; and the king of Tanjore avoided all con elj[)on deuce with 
the armament. 

Captain Jofeph Smith received the orders of the prefidency on the 
25th,‘the day he was fetting out with the Nabob from Volcondah, 
againft Thiagar ; he immediately turned his maich to Kaiical; and 
the Nabob, unwilling to remain with only his own troops in the 
middle of the Carnatic, determined to march with 'the cletachment. 
The neareff road leading from Volcondah towards Karical falls upon 
the Coleroon, 30 miles n. n. w. of the city of Tanjoie. Having 
croffed the river, which is there Ijpacious, you continue to Comba- 
conum, which ftands' five miles farther, on the bank of the firff arm 
of the Caveri; and beyond this is another arm' to cfofs, before you 
join the road leadmg eaft to the fea-fliore much of the ground 
between the rivers is funk in marfties, and the better groundhs over- 
flowed in nce-fields, \vithout any continued road,- which greatly re- 
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taid the pafTage of carriages; and the way between Vpkoiidah and 
Karical being 120 miles, the march can fcarcely, be performed m 
4 efs than ten days ; but Captain Smith had received his orders to 
advance only four days before the armament anchored at Karical, 
whofe ignoiance of the impoffibility oh his appeal ance aggravated 
their anxiety concerning the ariival of the French fquadron, which 
intelligence, artfully inculcated from Pondicheriy, led them toexpeft 
from day to day when all the marmes and failois muft have been 
jeimbarked, and Major Monfon would have been left with only 

60 Kuropeans, and without, a , 'field-piece. , ^ 

However, thefe apprehenfions only encieafed their adlivity in 
pufhing the attack. The ten-inch mortar, which had been employed 
ao-amft Fort Dauphin, was removed on the 31ft, and threw fhells 
All ntght. The garrifon returned round and giape from their cannon, 
and even ufed their mufketry, although all they fired at was under 
cover, or out of reach: this eaiiy profufion of ammunition is rarely 
followed by vigorous defence at extiemity. In the^morning of the 
ift of April the two embrafures on the right of the enfilading bat- 
tery to the eafi: were opened. The pafTage into the covered way lay 
oppofite to this battel y, leading through the glacis on the, left face 
of Its .angle projedlmg to the eafi:, and the garrifon had laid a ro\y 
of wood and palmiras in front of the barrier gate,, which clofed this 
pafTage at the foot of the glacis, in ordei to confi:iu 61 : abatteiy there 
with thefe materials. The ten-inch moi tar fometimes threw carcafTes 
of fire-balls 'to fet them afire, but without effeft; and two 1 ovals, ^pf 
which the fhells are 5 inches and 5 twelfths ^ diameter, continuajly 
bombarded the 'fort. In 'the mormng of the 2d, the other, twp 
embrafures were opened in the enfilading battery. At ten o’clock, 
ai rived Captain Richard Smith from Tritchinopoly with Lafcars. 
oxen, coolies, and fiiofes; and the Nabob came up likewife with' 1000 
horfe and fix companres.of Sepoys, whom Captapi Jofeph Smith.|iad 
ient' forward, as the rains and the badnefs of the - loads retarded the 
x:arriages and baggage of his detachment, with which he remained to 
tiring them on. This reinforcement afforded troops Aifficient to 
Vol,. II. ' ' 4.K . , ■ 
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). inveftthe foit allround. 'In this day the enemy’s, fire was tx- 
T" ^cefiive, 'arid Hifmounted one of the gun's at- the 'enfilading battery, 
'and endamaged all Its emhiafures; but all v/ere reftored durino- the 
might, and the fame number of guns began to fire again the next 
"iribl'hing,' which was the -3d of the ’month. At eight o’clock of 
'this day. Captain Jofeph' Smith came up with the lefi; of his detach- 
ment, which were 1 30 European mulketry, thirty aitillery-men, two 
held-pieces, and five companies of Sepoys. The enemy durmo- hie 
riight finifhed two embrafiires in one face of their battery at the 
bariier, which pointed againfl the enfilading batteiy; and traces ap- 
^p'eared of another face to the north, which feemed intended to fcour 
'the oppofite'ftreet, of the pettah, acrofs which the attack had thrown 
'up a flight retrenchment. 

Early the next morning, the breaching battery in the centre 
flreet Opened ’with thiee twenty-four pounders againfl; the n. face 
of the N. E.- baftion, at the diftance of 150 yards, and was fo-well 
fbfved by Captain Barker, who attended it, that in three rounds 
'the enemy quitted the three guns in the face attacked, and in lets 
than an hour all the merlons were beat down ; the other face had 
dbefore been much fhatteied’by the enfilading battery, which had 
likewife nearly imined the 1101 th face of the eafl; i avelin : fo that 
neither Of the batteries had occafion to fire moie than a Ihot now and 
^hen through the reft of the day. Sepoys were pofted 'm the ruins 
.of the houfes, who kept up a coiiftant fire through the night on the 
%afl;iori and 1 avelin/ to pi event- the enemy fiom placing fahd-bags 
to ' rfepair themf' 'yBy the 'next ' moinmg, which was the 5th of the 
Sfnonth, arid the 16th fince^the landing, a^baftery, intended to deftroy 
the eafl: fac'e-’of the -north javelin, -was almofl; completed, and the 
* ether “againfl; the ’n.'w.' baftion quite finifhed; but the "guns for 
heilher were yet landed- from the^fhips. " Intelligence was jeceived, 
,ihat%'detachment mf 450 mfantiy arid 1-50 ^European horfe, were 
arrived at ChillambaruniYrom‘Pondiehefry, intending to advance arid 
interrupt the fiegef The'breafch, though bioad,coqld not be mounted, 
•without clambering, arid the rirrim'ediate 'acCefs to it was ftill -de- 
fended by the ditch, to which the- befiegers had not yet approached. 
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and by the paiapet of the faufle-bray, which remained undamaged: 
but the gate of the baiiicr leading thiough the glacis to the eaft 
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet Ihot flying over the bat- 
tery, which the enemy had raifed befoie it. The bafcul, or caipentiy, 
which laifedand let down the diaw-bridge befoie the K. e. face of 
theeaft ravelin, had likewife been fhot away, and the bridge fallen 
into its place, and the ga'i i ifon had not yet defti oyed it to interrupt 
the paffage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. The gateway 
leadins; throu2:h the cui tain into the fort was at the back of this 
ravelin : and the fame fire had deftroyed the gdtes whichTlofed it, 
nor had any thing been fubflituted to flop the paffage; fo that, if 
the ftorm had been immediately and defperately attempted this way, 
the enemy had nothing to ojipofc it, but the aims in their hands. 
All thefe circumffances Major Monfon did not know ; but the com- 
mandant of the fort feaicd, and anfwered the fummons by lequefting 
to maich away with the honours of war to which Monfon re- 
plied, that the whole gaiiifon muff become pnfoners of war; but 
that the inhabitants fhould be left in poffefiion of their houfes in the 
pettah, the ofhceis ha^e their baggage, and the Sepoys might go 
where they plcafed. The teims were accepted; and the Englifh 
troops marched in at two in the afteinoon.' The gairifon confifted 
of 1 15 Euiopeans, of whom 101 were military, 72 TopaffeSy-and 
250 Sepoys. Befides fmaller arms and ftoies, there were in the 
place 155 pieces of cannon of all forts, and nine mortars,- with a 
large ffock of ammunition for both. Only five men were' killed' ih 
the defence, and in the attack only three Europeans, oiYe of whonl 
was a failor, and five wounded. Never perhaps was fb great* an 
aimament prepared, to fucceed with fo little lofs, excepting when 
Delabourdonnais tookMadiafs in 1746. 

Neverthelefs, the capture was well worth the exertion : as befideS 
the advantages of its fituation with relpedt to the fea,^ it afforded 
the French' a conftant and certain inlet to the terntoiies of TanjorC^ 
and by various purchafes and ceflions from the gov6rnndent the)!' 
had acquired diftridls round the foit, containing 113 villages^- * of 
which the farms, with the cuftoms of the poit anff town,* never 
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only be made by fcramblmg up the wall, as they had no ladders. 
Eight or ten got up to the paiapet, but three or four mounting at 
the fame time were killed, which deterred thofe who were next from 
following, and flung the whole into 'bonfufion, on which the enemy 
fallied, but the horfe rode in between, and diove them hack. The 
Sepoys 1 allied again in the pettah, and were preparing laddeis to 
efcalade before day-break; but at eight o’clock at night the garnfoni 
abandoned the foit. Captain Wood- placed three of the legular 
companies of Sepoys, and 20a of the 1 enters, to gairifon it, under- 
the command of an Enflgn ; and at ten at night fet out on his return 
with the cavalry and the other company of Sepoys. They ariived. 
at one in the morning at Vicnvandi, wheie he left this company, 
,and, proceeding, lejoined the camp a little after fun-rife with the 
cavalry, which accomplifhed this march of 6a miles m 36 hours; 

Since the retreat of the French aimy, their countries to the weft- 
ward ofVillaporum and Gingee, and the foits intended to protedl 
them, had, like this, been left to the defence of fuch troops as the 
renters cliofe to levy and maintain; and 111 the end of March,- 
Captain Airey, who commanded in Chittapett, and from thence over 
Trinomaly, fenta detachment of Sepoys to enable the gaiiifon there, 
to take the field, which in a few days drove the guards out of 
SoolabguT, Tricalour, and Trivan'eloorr theft three- foits had been 
taken pofleflion of by Mahomed Ifloof and Kiftnarow of Thiagarj^- 
whilft they were ravaging the countries adjacent to- them duiing 
the fiege of Madrafs.. Soolabgur is fituated on a-hill 15 miles s.s.w. 
and Tricolour on the plain 20 miles s. of Tiinomaly: Tnvelanoor 
ftands 10 miles s. e. ofTiicaloor, and 20 s. w. ofVillaporum. The 
French garnftn of Gingee on the one fide,, and of Thiagarjon the 
other, were the neareft to-protedl theft lefler forts; but both were, 
too much alarmed for then own ftfety, to rilk any detachments 
abioad. the one by the Nabob’s camp then at Volcondah, the other- 
by the Englifti aimy at Killenore. KiftnaroWy after the loft of 
Thiagar m the preceding month of June, bad 1 emained \vith the 
Nabob atTritchinopoly, and,- after the vifilory of Vandivafh, obtained 
his permiffioix to aft as a free-booter in. the French diftrifts, and, 
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having plunder to offer, eafily enlifted a number of horfe, with 
which he accompanied the Nabob to Volcondah, and fiom thencfc 
trooped away to the country about Chilambarum, wheie they were 
carrying on all kind of ravage, at the time that Captain Wood 
marched and took Villaparum. 

Colonel Coote recoveied of his wound, rejoined tlie army at Kiile- 
nore on the 7 th; and the next day, after leconnoiting Valdore, fent 
off 350 of the black horfe, to join ICiftnarow in the country about Chi- 
lambaium; lb that the chain of tioops, or ports, was now eftabhllied, 
which encircled Pondicherry inafweep of 70 miles, from that place 
to Allampaivah. On the loth, a large numbei of Sepoys werefeen 
maiehing into Valdore from the Gmgee road . they were what remain- 
ed of the body commanded by Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out 
of the pettah- of Arcot by Captain Wood, continued, until this fort 
was taken, at the back of Velore, encouraged for fear of accidents by 
Mortizally, From Velore he marched to Gmgee* and Mr. Laliy, 
yielding to the reprefentatioii of Mr. Deleyrit, and the general dif- 
couiagement, reprelfed his jDrejudices againrt thefe tioops, and re- 
called them to a6l again with the European force. Zulpharcarjungv 
left a part of his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with 
the reft into Pondicheri y. 

The next day Colonel Coote advanced the ai my to Manoor, and 
fent forward Major Robert Gordon, with a large detachment, to 
take polfeflion of the pettah under the fort of Valdore; the day 
after, which was the 1 2th, he brought up the reft of the army, and' 
encamped at Cartancopum, a Village about a mile to the eaft, nearer 
Pondicheri y. In the night, two batteries weie commenced, and 
llielis thrown, which the garnfon anfwered by Ihot, and both were 
employed without mifchief. The next day all the cavalry,' not on 
duty, were detached, under the command of a Lieutenant, to re-^ 
connoitret and proceeded to the hithef end of the Red-hill. The 
French cavalry with fome platoons of infantry advanced towards 
them, and made Ibme evolutions as intending to fall on their flanks, 
which -the Englifh cavalry prevented by contrary motions, and re- 
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turned to camp. They had perceived at a diftance a large cloud of 
< 3 ufl, as of tioops with cannon, advancing from Pondicheriy. 

The fort of Valdore ftands nine miles n. n. w. of Pondicherry. 
Its foim IS an exadt pai allelogram, fquarmg with the compafs; and 
extending 300 yai ds from e. to w. and 210 from n. to s. It is iitu- 
ated ni a plain, and its original fortifications, hlte the geneiality of 
the forts in the country, weie a rampart with towers, a faufle-bray^, 
and a ditch. Mr. Dupleix, had railed a glacis on the noith-fide, 
and had converted the center tower on this fide, and that in the s. w. 
angle, into baftions with faces and flanks; but the pcttah, which 
is to the wefl:, remained within 150 yards of the wall: fo that the 
vicinity of Pondicheriy was its befl: defence. In the morning of the 
14th, one of the batteries opened, it fionted and -battered the tower 
dn the north-wefl: angle with one gun, and with the other took off 
the defences of the next tower in the well: wall. 

The dull: feen the day befoie was from a body of troops marching 
to encamp under Villenore. The intelligence of the prefentday faid' 
they were the whole army, and that Mr. Lally intended to attack 
the Enghfli camp by furprize in the enfuing night, which deter- 
mined Colonel Coote to reconnoitre them himfelf when 'the fun 
abated in the afternoon. All the cavalry m two divifions, each ac- 
companied by five companies of Sepoys, marched withdiim. When, 
arrived at the Red-hill, oppofite to Villenoie, he proceeded along 
the foot of it with one of the divifions, and lent the other acrols 
the plain, to examine the enemy’s out-pofts on that fide, whilfi: his 
own divifion came oppofite to a body of Europeans, with two field- 
pieces di awn up in the high road nearefl: the hill, leading to the 
bound-hedge. They cannonaded, but at too" great a diftance ; and 
Colonel Coote continued under the fide of the, hill until dark, in 
order to perfuade the enemy that he intended to-patrole the field all 
mght;,but leturned foon after to the camp. Five or fix Sepoys- 
.and a horfe wei e killed in this ferviCe. In the fiege, one of the guns 
m the battery was ruined by the fire of the fort. Shells continued 
through the mght, and the next morning, which was the Ji5th, the 
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. other battery was completed and opened. It faced the tower in the 
s. w. ^ngle, and the fire from both continued thiough the day as 
hot as It could be fafely kept up. The whole of the French troops 
had affembled at Villenoie during the night, and puflied on ad- 
vanced polls, which, ih the morning, began to fkirrnifli with thofe 
.of the camp; where all, excepting the men at the batteries, weie 
kept in readinefs to turn out the line, but the enemy’s main body , 
did not advance. Intelligence was repeated of their intentions to 
attack the camp this night, as the night before: on which Colonel 
Coote flruck the tents at funfet, as if he meant to change his giound, 
but pitched them again in the fame place after dark; but half the 
troops lay on their arms until day-light. The howitz continued 
through the night; and in the moining the batteries which had been 
much impaired renewed their hie. The fkii mi fhes like wife recom- 
menced between the outguaids of both armies. At two in the 
afternoon, both breaches appealed pia6licable; and a defertei fiom 
the fort repoited, that the garrifon had nearly expended their am- 
munition, and were inclined, if not immediately relieved, to fur- 
render; on which Colonel Coote ordeied Major Gordon, who com- 
manded the attack, to himmons the commandment at four o’clock, at 
which hour lie hiould proceed himfelf with the main body from the 
camp, and ofter battle to the enemy’s; which if they refufed, 
and the gairifon to ,fhrrender. Major Goidon was to floim the 
breaches, and Colonel Coote would fend affiflance; but, if the 
enemy’s army came to an engagement, Gordon was to march from 
the "batteries with his divifion, and form the third line in the order 
of battle. Accordingly the mam body advanced a mile and a half 
fiomihe camp, and halted in fight of the enemy, who only fent 
forward their European cavalry and fome Sepoys, which were met by 
parties of theEnglifh cavalry, European and black, fupported likewife 
by Sepoys, and fome were wounded on both fides by fire-arms, but no 
charo-es made hand to Jiand. At fix o’clock, Colonel Coote received 
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he returned jivi A .the line tp the camp. The ^arrifbn confifted of a 
captain, a lieutenant, 8o othei Hiuiopeans, and 28a Sepoys : they 
jhad loft only two men idled, and three wounded;' and ^he fen^hth 
,npt more. There were .m the fort 25 pieces of cannon,' and^forne 
^addy. Colonel ,Coote, aS fbon as he had taken poffeffidn, detaclied 
'200 of the black horfe," with 300 Sepoys,’ under the cohamand of 
Adaf beg, to take Trivadi, in which were fome Sepoys' tliat pfo- 
tefied the did;ii 61 :i,and gathered the produce for the French govern- 
ment, 

,Of the Fj^ench prifoners \yhich had been taken in the late fiiccefles, 
the Prefideiicy of'Madrafs had inlifted ’60 of thofe confinedTheie, 
,and lent them ,to the camp. Thefe men, as loon as they came be- 
fore Valdpie, fo near their own army and their capital, defeffed 
^daily, and .40, of them were gone before the place was reduced; 
Tome of the company of French Volunteers hkewife went off, al- 
though^ they had hithertoTehaved with as much fpirit as if fighting 
under, inftead of againft, their own colours. But as fbon as Valdotc 
fell, new defe^-ters . began to come over from the enemy, three, four, 
"and five in a day : neverthelefs all that remained of thofe feht fidm 
Madrafs were returned thither to be confined again, for the perfidy 
of their comrades. ' ‘ 

On the 19th, Colonel Coote went out again in the afternoon, 
with the cavalry, and fix companies of Sepoys, to recohnoltfe oii 'the 
Red-hill ; the French cavalry, fupported hkewife by fbme Sepoys,! 
came out, and advanced along the nearefi: avenue, but only the Se- 
poys on either fide engaged, and that with diftant fifing,' hntil fdtir 
field-pieces came up from Villenore, on which ColoneT'Coote" re- 
turned to the camp. Two of his blaCk horfemen"were killed, and 
thehorfeof a trooper, with five Sepoys, wounded, ' - , r x 

During thefe^ operations of fhe main armyj Colonel Monfbn was 
advancing with his divifioh from Karfcal. The Tfehch prifoners 
taken there were fent to Tntchinopoly, under the efcoft "of two 
companies of Sepoys, 'and of' 60 of the Europeans, who had' been 
idraivn from that gafrifon on this fervice; two'bthef of thefe com- 
panies, and two lent by the Nabob, with 12 Europeans' * weie left 
iVoL.l’l. ' ' ' iL ' ' ' ■' 
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,iii;Kancal. , Captain Jofeph Smith, with the reft of liis command 
_from Tntchinopoly, of which 30 were artillery-men, remained, as 
did , half the rnarines /rom the fquadion;. the other half, with ^ all 
r the battering artilleiy, were re-embarked. The Nabob with his 
troops, likewife accompanied Major Monfon. They moved on the ' 
loth of April, and continned by the road along the fea-ftiore, until 
they came to the mouths of the Colei oon near Devicotah, when they 
ftiuck to the weft, and pafted tlie river in its fingle channel oppo- 
fite to die pagoda of Chilambanim. At the paftage,- they were- 
Joined by Kiftnarow, with his party of hoife, who a few days be- 
fore had intei cepted two companies of Sepoys, eftortlng three tum- 
'brils of ammunition to Chilambarum, which 'he took, having killed 
and dilj^erled all the Sepoj^s, and gathered up their arms. Major. 
Monfon fummoncd this 'place on the 19th; and on refufal, two 
eighteen-poundei s were difembaiked from the fquadron, which was 
at anchor off the bai of Devicotah. They were brought on cata- 
marans up the Coleroon, and joined the camp the next day. The 
flender walls of the pagoda would not have refifted a fingle Ihot, 
and, although the Fiench had proj^edled redoubts at the four angles, 
'and one in the middle of the.north, and another of the fouth wall ; 
theft works had only been carried up a little way in earth, and 
^ could only ftrve for cannon fired in barbette . fcaffoldmgs had been 
eredled for mulketry, and there was a gun in each of the towers at 
the angles. In the twilight of the evening, the garnfon perceived 
^ the artillery-men of the camp bringing fafcines to the Ijpot where 
the battery was intended, and miftook the- fafcines foi fcaling-lad- 
" ders; on which the officers held a confultation, which did not re- 
folve until midnight ; when the camp, to their great fiupiize, iaw a 
r number of torches held 'out togetlier upon the wall, and difcoveredi 
amongft tliem a white flag, which the .torches were illuminating. 
,The fignal of fiirrender was accepted ^ fome troops advanced to the 
gate, and were admitted on the promife of good treatment to the 
e-arrifon t which confifted of eight officers, and 40 other Europeans. 
The next day, the marines weie fent-to Devicotah, to be re-embarked 
' on the fquadron; and Kiftnarow, with his horfe, ‘was detached-ta 
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deftioy the French diftridts about Cuddalore. This way lay the 
neareft road to Valdoie; but Major Monfon, imagining that Mr. 
Tally might poh a force at Cuddalore to interrupt the march of his 
own, which was not ftrong in Europeans, if they fhould take this 
loute; and, being unwilling to expofe the perfbn of the Nabob to 
any danger, refolved to turn inland, and attack Verdachelum; from 
whence he might proceed to Valdoie,' keeping the main body of the 
army between his own divilion and Pondicheiry. 

The enemy kept only Sepoys in their ftation'at Trivadi, who 
abandoned it on the ajiproach of Aflaf beg’s detachment, although 
they came without cannon. Encouraged by this eafy lucceis, Aflaf- 
beg proceeded towai ds Cuddalore, where the fame panic had pre- 
vailed, and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance; but the tov/n 
M'as not entirely deferred by the inhabitants. This flation was of 
much utility, as the road was in fight, and at this feafbn to wind- 
ward of Pondicherry : two companies of Sepoys were pofted in the 
town ; the houfes of the fadtoiy were prepared to ferve as an hbfpi-' 
tal to the fquadron ; bullocks were fent off to fupply the fliips with 
fiefh provifions'; andThe few boatmen remaining in the town re- 
ceived encouragement to colledl more of their own craft from dif- 
ferent parts of the coaff. On the 25th Rear-admiral Cornifh an- 
chored in the road, with the fix men of war from Karical, and on 
the 29th was joined by Admiral Stevens, with four more from Bom- 
bay : they were part of the nine, which compofed Mr. Pococke^s 
fquadron in the preceding year, two of which were arrived befoie 
with Mr. Cornifh. Of the three others, the Salifbuiy was not conl- 
pletely repaired, and the Cumberland had not entered the dock 
when Mr. Stevens failed; the Yai mouth remained, in confe- 
quence of orders from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pococke to 
England, from whence he had been abfent five years. All the pre- 
fidencies followed him with the moft grateful acknowledgements 6f 
the eminent fervices he had rendered the nation during his Conti- 
nuance and command in the feas of India, which ,he completed, by 
efcorting fafely fiom St. Helena, in the heat of the war, 13 fail of the 
company’s fhips returning from their fettlements, 'which arrived in 
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England in the Odloher folldwing," and were the ncheft fleet that 
had ever entered the Thames at one time. 

The two armies had confihiied in their refpedlive encampraentSi, 
theii advanced guards in full hglit, ^nd continually alarming one 
another ; and on tlie 27th at day- bleak, tke Erench cavalry, with 50 
of their infantry, attacked a pod; bf Sepoys and black horfe, killed 
fix orfeven of each, and wounded more; and loft thehifelves twd 
huflars killed, and their officei, with feveral wounded. 

Nothing of confequehce pafled for feveral days after, and iii the 
night between the hid; and fecond bf May, the whole French artny 
decamped from Perimbe, and letreated clofe to- the bound-hedge,, 
leaving only an advanced poft with two guns about half a rtiile in 
front of the main tody. Colonel ’Coote went in the afternbon, With 
his.ufiial efcorte of iioifeand Sepoys, to reconnoitre their pblitioii,. 
and, advancing too neai , feveral of his Sepoys were killed by the ' 
firq of the cannon fi om the advanced poft. 

Major Monfon with Ins divifioh, and the Nabob with his 
troops, arrived befbie Verdachelum on the 26th. This place ftaiid^ 
60 miles N, N. w. of Chiiiambium, and 60 s. w. fibfn Valdore.. It 
IS extenfive, and was ongmally a pagoda, and altliough ^ cohyerted 
jntq a fort by the addition of towers at the angles^ and pr6je6ted 
jmafles of mafbnry in each of the fides as gateways, ft'ill contihued 
of very feeble drfence againft cannon. It feerhed therefore only 
to acquit his military honour, that the ro"mmaiiding‘ offtce'r fefufed 
to fill render on the firft fummons; for the next day, 'bn {he ap- 
pearance of the two eighteen-pounders in battery, h'e'of his own ac- 
cord threw QUt the white ffas;, and furfendered at ‘difcretion. His 
garrifon were, behdes himfelf and another officer, 13 Europeans, and 
^150 Sepoys. 'E'h'is place’as well as Chillambfum wa's 'delivered' over 
to^the^Nahob, who gave them in charge bf his ohni Sepoys, and put 
, both garrifbns under the command ■‘of Kimiafow. 'He was here 
joined, by Bis brpthei, Maphuze 'kh'ah, 'who when leaft 'expebled, 
^had left the iPulitaver ih fthe beginhmg 'of January, and joined Ma- 
homed Iftbof at Tmivelly; frbrh whence lie was ■'fent^hVithkh' ef- 
corte, to IPuducbtah, hhe''pnncipal Jdwn'of 'the polygdi Tbhdimdn, 
>7 where 


Book XII. ChiLAMBARUM. ^VERfiACHELLiri^r. CuDDALORE. 

wh^ielie remained, flill full of fufpicions of the evil intentions of 
the Nabob, until encouraged to truft him by repeated affurances 
from the Piehdency, that no harm Ihould befall him. He arrived 
with vei'y few attendants, and had not money to entertain more. 
Fiom Verdachelum, the troops continued their route by Villapoium 
and Vicravandi, and ariived at Valdore on the 3d of May. The 
Nabob remained m the camp until the loth, much delighted with 
the army arid commanders, who had 1 eftored him to fo great a part 
of his dominions. He then proceeded to Madrafs, in order to re- 
gulate with the Prefidency the modes of adminiflration in the conn- 
tiies which had been recovered. 

The French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demoliflicd the 
parapets of the baftions, took down the three gates, and made fe- 
veral bleaches in the rampart, and the whole face of the towm front- 
ing the fea never had a wall. Several informations had^ been lately* 
received, that Mr. Tally intended to retake Cuddalore, of which. 
Colonel Coote advifed the officers there, and warned them to keep 
j^ecial guaid. On the loth at night, 100 Europeans with 60 
huffars alid three companies of Sepoys, entered the town, furprized* 
and difpeYfed'^be Sepoys, and advanced to the holjntal, where they 
took five furgeons, fix'petty officers, and ySfaUors and marines be- 
longing to the fquadron, moftly fick, whom they cairied away, and 
left none of their >own men to maintain the place. The next day,, 
a reinforcement of two companieb of Sepoys, with 20 of the Eu- 
'ropeah horfe,-and abeld^piece, under the command .of Lieutenant 
-Fitzgerald, were fent mtohhetown from the camp, and 60 marines 
were landed from the fquadron. At four m the enfiung morning,, 
whilft it was yet dark, a ft'ronger .party than the night before en- 
tered the town again, and cook the field-piece ; but, finding more 
refiftance than they expedted, ictreated over the rivers towards Fort 
"St. David, of which the fortifications had been fo completely de- 
moliffied, that a fingle redoubt was not left to ,give poll: to a 
company of infantry. Tieuteiiant Fitzgerald, with the hufiars and 
ibme Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marines, fol- 
lowed, and hung in their rear, until they had recroffed' the Panar 

, beyond' 
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beyond Fori St.' Da^'id ; where the enemy abandoned the field- 
piece they bad taken. It was faid, that the commandei was killed, 
three otbei officers wounded, and 32 of the common foldiers killed 
and wounded.- Of the Engliffi troops a Jemidar with 20 Sepoys 
were wounded, and a Subadhar was killed.' From this eaineftneft, 
other attempts weie expe6ted, and diligence was ufed to lendei the 
place moie defenfible, and’ the Sepoys weie augmented to 700. - On 
the 20th, information was received, that the enem}' -intended ano- 
ther attack, with a much greatei force than the lafi; ; on which, 
Colonel Coote detached an officer* with 30 Europeans, and 300 
black horfe, to interrupt then parties, 01 fucco'ur 'the place. The 
officer went with the Europeans into the town, and ftationed the 
horfe at a diftance without ; between one and two in the mornmo-. 
the expedled attack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 150 
of the French horfe, which weie half this body, and they had four 
field-piecest' They divided into five different affaults ; -all entered the 
'town, but were ftopped'at the tiaverfes which had been thrown up 
in the ftreets leading to the hofpital, which refilled the diredl ffire 
of their field-pieces,’ and 'commanded their mulketry; They how- 
ever pel filled, until two of their officers weie killed, and 60 pnvate 
, men killed and wounded. The Englifh officer followed them, with 
the 'black horfe and fome Sepoys,' to the Panar : but their cavalry 
and field-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any effedtual 
attempt to rnterrupt their retreat. 

On the 23d, the Salifbury joined the Iquadron from Bombay, and 
brought frond thence to the affillance of ffiie army three companies 
of the royal artillery, which the King had feht for the defence of 
that ifland ; 'and the government there, very judicioufly to the coaff, 
whefe they were more immediately wanted. They were 178 men, 
exclufive of officers, all found, and joined the army a few 'days 
after from Cuddalore, where theydanded. After the retreat 'of 
the French troops to the bound-hedge, the two camps^ weie at 
' too great a diftance to afford fuch continual occafions of Ikirmifti 
as before. ' ‘ ' 
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The fnccefles of the Enghfli army, had not a little coiiducpd to 
encreafe the diffentions which had long rent the government of 
Pondicheiry, where calamity, mfteadof reconciling, only exaii^erated 
the aniraohties of thofe who were iharing the fame diftieffes. The 
iofs of Peimacoil was imputed to the retreat of the army, which was 
on march to relieve it ; but they wei e only faulty in not having ad- 
vanced with more expedition; and in either -cafe ' Mr. Tally, not 
being prefent, was exempt from blame : which neverthelefs was 
urged, becaufe the officer who commanded in his abfeiice was of 
his own legiment, and fuppofed to be much in his favqui. The fall 
of Alamparvah was afciibed to the lofs of Peimacoil, and Valdore 
to malignant tieacheiy, that Pondicheiiy might be deprived^ of the 
lafl poft which remained > to protefl any convoys which might at- 
tempt to get into the town. Mi . Tally was infoimed of what every 
one thought'and faid concerning himfelf and retaliated with far- 
^cafms on their forenefsfor the lofs , of their own- peculations out of 
the diflridls which he had been obliged to abandon. In this fiate of 
virulence were minds, when the fquadion with Mr. Cornifh was 
' working up the coafl to Karical. There were in the town of Pon- 
dicherry, 600 Euiopeans, invalids, fit only for gai rifon duty : and 
the inhabitants were 500 more Europeans. Thefe, added to, the 
'regular troops, would contribute to make a formidable difplay, which 
Mr Tally intended to exhibit on the fliand to the view of the 
fquadron, as they were paffing through the road : orders were given 
in confequence. . The, covenanted fervants of The French company 
' were to be a pait of the parade ; but a little .befoie, at the hour ap- 
' pointed, they came into the court of the^ govern ment-houfe, and 
lent up word to Mr, Tally, that they would not march iinlefs led by 
the Governor and Council, whom Mr. Tally had exempted from 
this dut)-. Mr Deleynt, the governor, immediately offered to put 
himfelf at then: head ; but the counfellors coming in, faid,,that none 
• of the Company’s fei vants were obliged to bear arms out of the Walls 
of the town. 'On this declaration, Mr. Tally arieffed the two 
fpokefmen of the Council, and two. of the forwardeff of the lepug- 
nants, difarmed and difmiffed the reft, and went on with the review 

without 
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without them. The ofFence and puiii{hment left no bounds to the 
^ mutual averfion between him and ‘the company’s fcivants. Whilft 
tile Enghili army weie attacking Valdoic, two fliips ai rived from the 
iflands: they brought neither tioops nor money, but .unfavourable 
advices, which were with much caution fupprcired, and publiflied 
as good news with faluteof cannon, ifircworks, and rejoicings, “ That 
“ Mr. D’ Ache’s fquadion, icinfoiced from France to 25 fail of the 
“ line, might be foon cxpedlcd on the coafl, with a laigc bod} of 
“ land forces on boaid.” Aftci the fall of Valdoie, a few euclo- 
fures under the guns at Villanorc and Ariancopang, with, the ground 
within the bound-hedge, and the town of Pondichei ry itfelf, coii- 
'tained all the live provifions, on which the colony was to rcl} for 
their future fuftenance, and all furthei means were precluded of 
bringing in giain or other ai tides of Rore from the country with- 
out; for although Gingce and Thiagai remained m the hands of 
the French, their fituation was diftant, and their garnfons not Rrong 
enough to fuini'fli fufficient efcorts, and no parties equal to thcTamc 
"purpofe could be detached from the ‘main body, without incurring 
‘the nfque of interception. When the farm of the diftridls adja- 
cent to Pondicherry W'as taken from the European renters, and let 
-to the Malabar, after the defeat at'Vandivafh, there was a fufficient 
-quantity of gram on the ground in leach of Pondichei ry, to have 
-Rocked' the place,' as' fome fay, for years; but money was then moic 
^fcarce than Mduals, ‘and the new farmer was permitted to fell his 
'gram, that he might' be enabled to pay his rent in com into the 
■treafiiry, inftcad of ‘dolivcring giain, as acquittal, into the maga- 
'^ines. “As loon- as Peimacoil and Alamparvah fell, and the Engliffi 
army advanced between Gmgee and Pondicherr) , Mr. Lally faw this 
‘ error, and that it was mot retrievable, but by means which he had hi- 
‘ therto, with too much prefumption, delpifcd. 

-Hyder- Ally, the general of the Myforeans, had .at this time ac- 
"quired the whole pow'er of the government. He had lately taken- 
' the King out of the hands of his uncle, the Dalaway, whom we 
"-have'feen commanding the 'Mylbie troops ' before Tritchinopoly. 

The 
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The Dalaway had agieed to retire to the foit of M}forewitha 
jaghii e allowed for his maintenance and fecurity, and Hyder Ally 
was left without' contioul; foi the King was young, weak, and 
timid. Not unmindful, however, of a reveife of foitune, Hyder 
Ally call; about to get fome place of refuge immediately for his 
treafures, and contingently for his own peifon; and judicioully pre- 
ferred Thiagai in the Carnatic, as well for the difficulty of accefs 
to it from Myfore, as the inexpugnable natuie of its foitifications.' •" 
A Portuguefe monk, named Norognha, who affumcd, and perhaps 
had obtained, the title of Biffiop of Halicarnaffiis, had, by lefidence 
undei the pietext of leligious miffion, acquired much knowledge of 
the adjacciiL countries, as well as of the Carnatic itfelf, and Mr. 
Lally, immediately on his ariival at Pondicherry, gave him his con- 
fidence, and employed him in all his tranfaftions with the chiefs of 
the country. The bifliop perfoimed his commiffions with zeal; for 
he was greedy of money, and it is a common cuftom in India to 
give fome to the negotiator of a treaty. It was he who bargained 
for the Moiattoes who joined the French army at Aicot; after 
which he continued in Velore, watching over oppoitunities, and 
either fuggefted to Hjder Ally, oi difcovered his mclmations, to 
obtain Thiagar. Mi. Lally feeing no other means of procuring 
lelief to the neceffities which began to threaten Pondicherry, 
repreffed the contempt with which he had hitheito regarded 
the militaiy faculties of the piinces in India, and fent two of his 
officers to conclude the treaty with Hyder Ally. It was agreed, 
that Hyder ffioiild immediately fend a body of 2000 hoife, and 
“ 3000 Sepoys, with artilleiy, who, on their aiiival at Thiagar, 

“ were to be ,put in poffeffion of that fort, and of Elvanafore, with 
“ the dependencies of both, which weie to remain the property of 
“ the Myfoicans in peipctuity as long as the flag of France exifted 
“ in India. This army was to be paid at the rate of 1 00,000 lupees 
“ a month, from the clay of then arrival at Thiagar. Teh eighteen- 
poundeis were to be given as a prefent to Hyder, exclufive of the 
artillery in the two forts, which,\as well as all the military {lores, 
was to be delivered wnth them. His ti oops were to be furniflied 
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“ with ammumtion, wbilft feiving foi the Fiench; who, after the 
“ Cciinatic thouU be clcaicd, weic to affifl; him in conqneiing the 
fouthei n conntiics of M.iuiiia and Tinivelly. Bcfides the number 
“ aheady ftipulated, Hydei Ally engaged to fupply looo hoife and 
2000 Scpo}S mojc in confidciation of which, half the countries 
“ which fliould be lecoveied in the Carnatic, were to be afRo-ned to 
“ his government, excepting the French company’s domains of 
Villenoie, Valdoie, Bahoor, and Alampai vah . the teriitory of 
“ Vclloie, as belonging to Moitizally, then ally, and the diftncls de- 
“ pendant on Tiinomalce, having been gi anted in appanage to Ra- 
“ jahfaheb, the fon of Chundafaheb, \veie likcwife exempted , and 
“ whatfoevei poition of the Cainatic fliould fall to the IvAforeans, 
“ was to be deliveied back to the Fiench, in piopoition to the pio- 
“ grefs of the acquifitions in the foiithcin countnes.” 

The negotiation was condudled with fo much fecrccy, that no 
furmifes 'of it were obtained by the Enghfli until the 24th of May, 
juft as their late fucceftes feemed to have left nothing on the land, 
which could inteirupt the piofecution of then intention to 
blockade Poudicheriy; for which, prepaiations weie making at 
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote received intelligence of this un- 
expevfted alliance by a letter fiom one of his correfj^ondents 111 
Pondicheiry, ftgnifying, that Mr Lally was preparing a confider- 
able detachment, to maich and join Iftyder Ally at Thiagar. 
Hyder it was known was not there, nor was there any probability 
that his othei inteieft would permit him to leave Senngapatam : 
nor were any difpofitions obferved in the enemy’s encampment, 
which fignified fuch a detachment as was faid to be going. On the 
30th, Colonel Coote went out to leconnoitie them himfelf, accom- 
panied as ufual by the black horfe and Sepoys. The enemy can- 
nonaded hotly, ahd killed fome of the horfemen ; but Aflaf beg, with 
two or three fquadrons, broke in upon their Sepoys, and killed 14 
of theiti. Nothing appeared for feveial days after to confirm the 
intelligence ; and Colonel Coote began to regard it as a ‘ rumour 
thrown out by Mr. Lally himfelf, to conceal fome othei defign, 
when, on the 7th of June, he received a confirmation of it from 
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Kiftnarow, who had been ordeied to look out, and had advanced 
with his party to Volcondah. 

The fiift divifion of the Myfore troops, confifting of looo horfe, 
and 2000 Sepoys, arrived at Thiagar on the 4.th of June, and the next 
day fome of their pai ties, roaming to colledt cattle, Ikirmifhed with 
Kiftnarow’s near the pettah of Volcondah. The left of the divifion 
ftill lemaining at Thiagar were 30 miles neaier Pondicheiiy ; and 
Kiftnarow believing the exaggeiated accounts of their numbers, and 
being in want of ammunition, burned back to piotedt the diftii6ls 
of Verdachelum, which had been enti lifted, not without profit, to 
his care; from hence he fent his repoit and his fears to Colonel 
Coote, with eaineft lequeft of leinfoi cements ; and then, hefaid, he 
would march, and beat the Myforeans. 

A month befoie the rumours of thefe tioops, the forces which 
the Myfore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced 
hoftihties againft the adjacent Poly gais depending on Tiitchmopoly ; 
and it was reported that they intended to get poffeffion of. the 
pafs of Nattam, which would preclude the immediate communica- 
tion between Tntchmopoly and Madura. But as the Myfoieans 
in thefe quarters had fevei al times before attacked the pofleffions of 
the Nabob, their prefent hoftihties had not led to any fulpicionS of 
the gi eater effort which Hyder Ally was prejiaring againft the 
Carnatic ; nor wei e they deemed of danger to require immediate 
refiftance fiom this province: but Mahomed Iffoof fent a detach- 
ment fiom Tinivelly to Madura, from whence they were to take 
the field and entei thediftii 61 :s of Dindigul; and the tioops main- 
tained by the Nabob foi the protefilion of the diftrifts of Tritchi- 
nopoly, affembled at the pafs of Nattam, under the command of 
Huffain Cawn, who had ferved with the French at Terriore and Se- 
ringham until they retreated out of thefe countries, when he offered 
his lervice to the Nabob, and was accepted. 

The heats of the feafon, fince the land-winds had fet in in April, 
had this year been much more inlenfe than ufual ; and had ftruck 
ficknefs through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300 
were in the holjDital, and to preferve the reft fiom the fun, the day- 
diity of the line was done by the Sepoys. From the fame attention 

4 M 2 fifty 


The War of Coromandel. Book XII. 

. fifty of the late defeiters had been incorpoi ated, and called theFjee 
Conhpany, iiiidei the command of two Ficnch officeis, biolheis, of 
the name of Mai tin : like the Ficnch \olunteers, they weie intend- 
ed foi the fei vices of moft fatigue and dangei, and weie now em- 
ployed, foi the fiifl; time. They maiched on the loth, accompanied 
by 25 CofTiees, two companies of 'Sepoys, 1000 black hoife, and an 
iron gun with five European gunnel s, to join Kiftnarow at Villapo- 
rum ; as it was fuppofed the Myfoieans would attempt topafs either 
by this place 01 Tiivadi. 

Although no 1 egular detachments had marched from Pondicherry, 
fmall parties to the amount of 200 Europeans had paffed at different 
times undifcovered to Gmgec, and fiom thence proceeded to Thia- 
gar, before the firfl divifion of Myfoi cans arrived there ; but re- 
mained in Older to accompany the main body to Pondicherry. 
Preparing for this important convoy and 1 einforcement, the garri- 
fons both of Thiagar and Gmgee had colledled all the cattle, which 
the inhabitants had not driven out of their reach • but the My- 
foi e hoife in three days fwept a much greater number; but re- 
fufed to pioceed with them, until fully apprized what interruption 
they weie likely to meet in the way; and the French officers were 
afiaid to tell them that they only lan the rifque of more by this 
delay. 

The Martins ai lived at Villaporum on the iitb, and heaid no- 
thing of Kiffnaiow; and the commandant of Gingee, thinking he 
could cope with their detachment, maiched from his forts Vv'ith 100 
Euiopeans, fome Sepoys, and black horfe. The Martins, as well as 
the deferteis thej commanded, behaved with much fjnrit in their 
new caufe, and repulfed theif countrymen, who adfed but faintly. 
Some of the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a To- 
paze, and a Coflree, v/ere made piifoneis. 

Notwithffanding this fuccefs and lepeated injundfions Kiffnarow 
ftill kept aloof ; and, as it was fuppofed that the Myfbreans already 
arrived were the whole body, and would advance, accompanied by 
the Europeans from Thiagar, to which force that with the Mar- 
tins, although ffrong, would in no wife have been equal, another 
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detachment ftill flroiiger was fent from the camp . both when 
joined would amount to 19b European mfantiy, 30 European hbife, 
35 CofFiees, 600 Sepoys, and 1600 black horfe; and were to be 
commanded by Majoi More, the fame who marched in January to 
Tiipetty, and had lately been promoted from the rank of captain. 

More Myfoieans ai living, they called in then parties, and 
being j'oined by 40 or 50 of the French tioops fiom Thiagar, 
appealed before Tricaloie on the loth; but, the Fienchmen 
having bi ought only two , or three fmall field-pieces, and the 
fort being of ftone, the Sepoys within, who were thiee good com- 
panies left there by Captain ' Airey, refufed to fiiriender; and 
by the fiie of then mufketry from the walls obliged the enemy to 
letiie ; who then went againfi; Tiitchimungalum, a fort five miles to 
the eaft, where the gaiiifon, which was likewife of Sepoys, took 
fright, and evacuated it on then approach. From this place all 
the Myfoie cavaliy, now 1500, let off for Pondicherry, driving a 
multitude of cattle, but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even 
then own, that, if interrupted, the hoife might be fiee to force their 
v^ay, or retiie. The rule of thefe countries had fo often been fhifted 
to and fro by the fortune of war, and they had fuffered fo much, 
as well from the ravages of hoftility, as the concuffions of unfettled 
government, that they regarded both the Englifli and French at 
leaf: as tyrants, when not enemies; and, at this time, the renters 
and heads of villages, not knowing how foon they might have .new 
mafters, gave no afliflance to Major More’s detachment, who, dif- 
trefled for provifions,,and milled by falfe intelligence, advanced from 
Villaporum towards Tiicalore, where they expebled fiipphes, and 
hoped to intercept the Myforeans in their route ; v/ho had palTed be- 
fore to the fouth, by Trivanelore, and arrived at Trivadi on ,the 
23d, where they halted the day. Mr. Lally, apprized of then- 
approach, had moved his whole army from the bound hedge 
to his foimer encampment at Perjmbe in full fight of Valdore, 
and then detached 50 of his European cavalry to joxii the 
Myforeans on the load. Colonel Coote received quick intel- 
ligence of their ai rival at Trivadi, with an account of their num- 
' 4 , bers. 
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beis, and immediately fent out all the cavalry remaining m the 
camp, which weie looo black, and 8o Euiopean horfe* they weie 
led by Vafferot, but whilft proceeding ftiaight towaids Trivadi, the 
Myforeans filed off fiom thence along the Panar, until they reached 
the bounds of Foit St.' David, and then eroding the plain, and keep- 
ing about a mile from the fea, came in towaids the evening at 
Aiiancopang, thiee miles in the rear of the Fiench camp at Perimbe 
They fet out from Trivadi, with 2000 head of cattle, which re- 
tarding their maich, they left m diffeieiit herds m various places, 
intending to return and bring them m by detachments ; fo that only 
300 bullocks arrived with them at the French camp. 

The day after, JVIr. Lally, in order to make pi oof of their fervice, 
advanced with them all, and the French Euiopean horfe, towards 
the grand guard of the Englilh cavalry, which was polled a mile and 
a half in front of the camp. All, when at a proper dillance, fet 
off on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel 
Coote immediately jDulhed to relieve them with the main body of 
the cavalry, from the camp ; but before they came up, as thefe kind 
of onfets are generally decided in a very few minutes, the whole 
guaid was difperfed, and hui lying back to take fhelter with the 
main body. The Myforeans earned off 30 horfes belonging to the 
black cavalry, and feven to the huflars. 

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel- 
ligence of the cattle which had been left on the way, went 
out with the Sepoys of his garrifon, and in two or three days col- 
ledled and drove in 900 of them; and none of the reft got into 
Pondicherry. 

The detachment of Mj-foreans elcorted the officers appointed by 
Hyder Alley to fettle the treaty and the plan of operations with the 
French government. A little before their arrival a report had been 
Ipread, that orders were on the way recalling Mr. Lally to France ; 
which the Myforeans hearing infifted that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the 
members of the Council, ftiould fign the treaty; had they re- 
fufed, no further affiftance was to be expe6led ; they therefore figned 
it, but at the fame time compofed a proteft, which they kept^ en- 
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tiiely feciet amongft themfelves, objefting moie especially to the 
monthly fum which the Myforeaiis were to receive as pay, to dif- 
charge which no money exiftecl; and that the teiiitoiies ceded to them 
M^eie of much moie value than the indefinite fei vices they weie likely 
to pel form. Nevei thelefs this claiidefiiine difapprobation was unwor- 
thy then office, being calculated to exempt themfelves from blame, and 
to ex'aggeiate it on Mr. Lally, if affairs Should better with theaffift- 
ance of the Myfoieans; at the fame time the apparent fandtion evinced 
that the council faw no immediate means fo likely to ffop the progrefs 
of the Englifli fuccelfes, which had taken every thing abroad but 
Thiagar and Gingee, and were at this inffant menacing the capital, 
Pondicheny • fo that had the council meant fincerely, they only pro- 
mifed the half of what they had loft, or never pofteffed, to obtain the 
onl}- chance of gaming the other half, perhaps of pieferving what 
remained. The treaty was Signed on the 27th, and on the 28th at 
night all the Myfoieans went away, piomifing to return very foon 
with their whole fo/ce, and abundance of provifions. The next day 
the French army retieated from Perimbe to the bound-hedge. 

In this interval, the fquadron had been joined by two Ships of the 
line fiom England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panthei of 64 guns, 
which anchored at Cuddalore on the 15th; and a few days after one 
of the Company’s Ships arrived from Telhcheiry on the Malabar 
coaft, with a detachment of 100 ^Euiopeans, and 122 TopaSfes, 
fent from that Settlement by order from Bombay. This, with the 
detachment of artillery v/hich arrived a little before, would haye been 
a great reinforcement at any time, but was at this jundture more 
eSjDecially feafonable; and thefe exeitions did honour to the councils 
of that Prefidency, which had hitherto been very cautious of parting 
with any part of its force. 

On the 30th, the day after the French army returned to theii bounds. 
Colonel Coote detached the remainder of the huffars, who were 20, 
500 black hoi fe, 50 Europeannnfantiy, and four companies of Sepoys, 
to Major Moie, that he might be ftrong enough to encounter the 
whole body of the Myfoieans in their approach to Pondicheny. 
This officei had been joined at Tncalore on the 24th, by Kiftna- 
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low, with 500 horfe, and as many Sepoys. .They proceeded againft 
Tiichimnngalum, w^hich furrendeied after a Ihoit rehftance on the 
26th, The garrifbn weie a ferjeant, another European, and 180 
Sepoys, with a much greater ftoie of ammunition than their num- 
ber lequired. They had collefted 900 head of cattle in the foit, 
and a large quantity of gram in the town. Major Mooie w^as 
again mifled by his intelligence, and the party of Myfoieans return- 
ing from Pondicherry to Thiagar pafTed again out of his reach. 

Mr. Lally detei mined to rifque nothing before the main body 
of the Myfoieans ariived; and his tioops were too ftiongly pofted 
in front of, and within the bound-hedge, to be attacked by a force, 
wduch exceeded them fo little as the Englifli army, fince the 
detachments it had lately fent abioad. So that both aimies con- 
cuiiing in the fame caution, m expeftation of the fame event, 
nothing of any moment pafTed between them for twenty days. Co- 
lonel Coote, in this mteival, went to Madiafs.' He left the camp 
on the 6th of July, and returned on the 14th. The next day he 
received intelligence from Major Moore, that the Myforeans were 
fet out fiom Thiagai, with a veiy large convoy of provihons. This 
intelligence was confirmed the next day, with their route ; and at 
three the next morning, which was the 1 7th, the van divifion of 
the army undei Colonel Monfon moved, and took pofTeffron of 
Perimbe, which is the ground under the point of the red-hill diredlly 
oppofite to Villenore, The reft of the army came up befoie day- 
light; a party was immediately detached to take poflefTion of the 
pettah of Villenore, and make preparations for batteries ; another 
deftroyed a redoubt on the hill over Perimbe, which the enemy had 
lately eredted, in the fpot where they befoie had raifed the barracks for 
their cavalry, which Colonel Coote had burnt on his fii ft excurfion 
to reconnoitre this ground fromPermacoil. The diftance acrofs, from 
the Red-hill, to the fort of Villenore and the river of Aiiancopang, 
is little more than a mile, and the army poftefled the whole Ipace 
in pofts and enclofures, which could not be attacked in fi ont to- 
wards Pondicherry without great difadvantag e ; and nothing was 

apprehended in the rear, although the Myforeans w.eie coming; for 
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they, it was not doubtedj would, as before, endeavour io join the 
French aimy, by avoiding the Englifli. 

On this day, the lyth, the troops with Major Moore, and the 
whole body of the Myforeans, advancing by different routes, arrived 
nearly at the fame hour in fight of Trivadi. With Moore were 
l8o European infantry, 30 Coffrees, and 50 huffais, and together 
with Kiftnarow’s the black horfe were 1 600, and the Sepoys iioo. 
The Mj'foreans were 4000 horfe well mounted, 1000 Sepoys, and 
200 Europeans, or Topaffes of the French army, of whom a part 
managed eight pieces of cannon. At this time, when the Englifh 
troops had been fo long accuffomed to fuccefs, it was fuppofed, that 
the foice with Majoi Moore, notwithflanding the inequality of 
numbers, might have flood at leaft an obflinate brunt ; but it hap- 
pened otherwife; for by fome mifchance or mifcondudt, of which 
no certain account has ever been given, they weie totally routed. 
The black hoife and Sepoys, who it is faid firft gave way, difperfed 
on every fide; five and twenty of the huffais weie cut to pieces, 
and mofl of the reft were wounded ; they weie the only part which 
behaved with hrmnefs, fighting after they weie deferted by the 
European infantry, who retreated in great huny and chfordei to the 
fort of Trivadi, _which they gained with the lofs of 15 killed and 
40 wounded. 

The news of this" misfortune reached Colonel Coote the next day, 
and encieafed his anxiety to get pofieflion of Villenore ; foi it was 
not doubted that Mi. Tally, as foon as joined by the Myforeans, 
would make every effort to fave this place. 

The left of the Englifh encampmufit was at' the foot of the hill 
of Perimbe, and it extended 1500 yards to the light, aciofs the 
plain towards Villenore. Through the center of the camp paffed a 
road (raifed as all the others on the plain above the common level 
of the ground, and) with a row of trees on each fide. This avenue 
comes almoft in a ftraight line from a ledoubt in the bound-hedge, 
called the Villenore ; but receives its name from the village of 
Oulgariy, thiough which it paffeth about half-way between the 
bound-hedge and the hill of Peiimbe. At a thoufandyaids in fiont 
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). of' the Englifh . encampment, and 2000 from the bound-hedo-e, 
another avenue called the Villenore, ftrikes olf fiom the avenue 
of Oulgarrj, on the left as you come fiom the bound-hedge, on 
the right, if looking fiom the camp.. The Villenoie, aftei con- 
tinuing 400 yards at a right angle from the Oulgai ry, turns nearly 
at another right angle, and leads ftraight weft, and parallel to the 
other avenue; but ceafes midway in the plain between Peiimbe, 
and the fort of Villenoie, which Colonel Coote was prepaiing to 
attack, and which muft always be diftinguiflied, in conlidering 
our narrative, from the redoubt of the fame name in the bound- 
hedge . the Villenore avenue, towards its termination, covered 
the right flank of the Englifli camp. Fi om a redoubt in the bound- 
hedge, at 1000 yards to the right of the avenue of Onlgaiiy, com- 
menceth another avenue, called, as well as the redoubt itfelf, the 
Valdoie; this avenue continues only 1000 yards ftraight to the weft, 
when, ftopped by the oppofltion of the Red-hill, it inclines in ano- 
ther ftraight line to the left, until it has verged within 300 yaids 
of the avenue of Oulgai ry, which it then joins in another ftraight 
line, and at a right angle on the right, exaflly facing the jundlion 
of the Villenore avenue on the other fide the road, fo that both to- 
gether interfected the avenue of Oulgarry at right angles in the lame 
point. It was along the Valdore avenue that Colonel Coote, with 
his cavalry, followed the French tioops, when they retreated before 
him on the 7th of March, the firft time he went to reconnoitre the 
ground about Pondicherry. Exaflly oppofite to the -fecond angle 
of the Valdoie avenue, as you come fiom the bound-hedge, and 
the firft if you are going to it from the avenue of Oulgarry, ftands 
a hillock, the higheft, and the only conlpicuous one on the plain, 
detached fiom the Red-hill ; from the outward ridge of which this 
hillock is about 300 yaids diftant : thus fituated, it commanded 
in flank the third or laft, and in flant the middle or fecond turn- 
ing of the Valdore avenue. Colonel Coote, having confidered 
all the ground we have defciibed, foitified the hillock with a 
clofed redoubt of three guns, threw up a retrenchment of three 
guns acrofs the avenue of Oulgarry, 150 yards in fiont of the 
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ipot wheie it is joined by the two others, and raifed another acrofs 
the Villenore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the redwbt on 
the hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in fiont-of the camp, which 
the hill of Perimbe defended on the left ; on the right, the plain 
on the other hde of the Villenore avenue was open and paffable to 
cannon and cavahy, even to the lear of the camp. But this ap- 
jiroach would now be pioledted by the tioops Rationed in the vil- 
lages under Villenore, and employed in the attack of this fort. All 
the three works were fimfhed between the night of the 17th and 
the morning of the 1 9th. This dilpohtion was devifed with much 
fcience ; for every thing was obviated which might produce a gene- 
ral dilailer, if the ti oops fhould be compelled to quit the attack of 
Villenore, of which the fuccefs was fcarcely probable, if the enemy, 
as might be expedted, rifqued boldly for its fafety. 

A thirteen-inch mortar, fent from Madiafs, and landed at Cudda- 
lore, arrived in camp on the i9tH,''aiid w’^as immediately planted to 
bombard the fort ; but the lliells fent wnth it were too fmall, and 
would not take any ceitam range, and heavy rams prevented any 
wmrk at the batteries during the night. 

The next morning the Fiench aimy, not yet joined by the whole 
body of Mylbreans, appealed advancing along the river of Aiian- 
copang, as -if they intended to attack the detachments ftationed 
to guard the batteries ; on which Colonel Coote marched from 
the right of the camp with the two battalions of the Company’s 
tioops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to meet the enemy, who 
halted, and bega.n to cannonade; during wdiich Diaper's and 
Coote’s regiments with the reft of the black tioops, by previous 
difpohtion, maiched fiom the left of the camp along the foot of the 
Red-hill, as if the} intended to ftorm the redoubts of the bound- 
hedge, and get into the lear o'f the enemy’s army. Mi. Lally be- 
lieved this feigned intention to be leak and immediately letreated 
to his foimer ftations ; a few of the Engliili cavahy and Sepoys 
w'^eie wounded In the evening the Myforeans ai lived fi om Trivadi 
v/ith. 3000 bullocks, carrying their baggage, and diawnng their ar- 
tilleiy, and 3000 moie laden -with rice, and other pioviftons; the 
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Frencli detachments from Thiagar and Gingee accompanied them : 
they came in 'unmolefted, as before, by Ariancopang, and their ar- 
rival was complimented with a long falute of cannon. In the even- 
ing the guards before Villenore were reinforced, and double diligence 
employed through the night at the batteries. 

The fort of Villenore was a circle 50 yards in diameter within the 
wall; it was furrounded by a ditch, a coveied-wav, and a glacis cut 
in angles, as a flar. The lampait was a conftiudtion of mafomy, 
divided into ten lodgements, or chambers, which were arched, the 
vaults bomb-proof, and the mteillices at top were filled up to an 
equal level, which formed the terrace ,011 which the cannon were 
mounted. Each of the chambers was likewife opened through the 
outfide of the wall in cafements intended for cannon, but none 
weie mounted in them. The breadth of the rampart, which was 
the length of the chambers, was 30 feet, and reduced the area 
within to a fmall pentagon, which in no diiedion was more than 
45 feet ovei ; fo that if the chambers had not been bomb-proof, 
the place could not have flood an hour againfi; this kind of arlilleiy. 
Two villages lay near the fort, one diredtly north, the other to the 
north-eafi:. They weie about 200 yards from each other, and both 
were occupied by the Eiiglifh troops. The paflage through the 
glacis to the fbit was fiiaight, and nothing obfirudted the view 
quite up to the foot of the wall but the barrier gate, and the draw- 
bridge, when up ; neither of which could refill a fhot ; neverthelefs, 
the Fiench had negledled to cover this opening by a traverfe, either 
in front or behind the paffage. The advantage vyas taken, and a ' 
battery of two eighteen-pounders was eiefted between the two vil- 
lages, to bleach thiough the opening* another of the fame force was 
eredted in the village to the north, to deflroy the parapet, and take 
in leverfe the part intended to be breached. 

Both batteries opened with the day on the 1 6th. At nine o’clock 
the French aimy, with all the Myforeans, horfe and foot, ap- 
pi cached along the bank of the iiver of Ariancopang. Some of the 
black horfe and Sepoys, with three field-pieces, were fent fiom the 
Englifh camp to flop their advanced parties, whilfl the line got 
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under arms ; and as foon as they were^m motion, a detachment of 
Europeans, with four field-pieces, filed off from the right to reinforce 
the villages of Villenore. By this time the batteries there had beat 
down the parapet, and filenced the enemy’s fire fiom the fort, when 
two companies of Sepoys fet off on the full lun, and pofted them- 
felves under the brick facing of the covered-way, in a hollow, where 
the earth had not been filled up, as in other pai ts, to the creft of 
the glacis; fome, moie adventiiious, jumped over the wall. Still 
the gari ilbn had nothing to fear ; for the Sepoys had a ditch to pafs, 
and a very imperfedl: breach to mount . but the commanding officer 
held out a flag of truce, and opened the gates to a detachment of 
Europeans, who haftened up on the fiifi: fight of the flag. They 
immediately laifed the Englifli colouis on the rampart, and turned 
the guns againfl: the French and Myforeans, who weie advanced 
along the rivei -fide within the random reach of cannon-fliot. The 
change was received with the cuifes of eveiy man in the Fiench 
army. All the lines flopped involuntaiily, and at once, flricken by 
hoiror; and Mr. Lally, more confounded than any, immediately 
ordeied the whole to letrcat under the guns of Ariancopang. There 
weie in the foit 30 Eoropeans, 12 Cofirces, and eight pieces of can- 
non on the ramparts, which might have held out two day6 longer, 
befoie the Enghfli would have ventuied to ftorm ; and ten minutes 
more in the prefent hour would have bi ought on a general engage- 
ment to decide its fate. Of all his fiicceflcs, Colonel Coote deemed 
this the moft fortunate, becaufe leaft expedfed. Neverthelefs he had 
exerted much ability to place the ai my in a fituation to make the 
attack in fight of the enemy’s, and, if it failed, have nothing un- 
equal to apprehend. 

The fiifl ai rival of the Myforeans m the piovmce had alarmed 
the Prefidency of Madrafs, as much as it furpnzed the ai my ; for, 
befides the interiuption they might give to the fiiccefs of the wai, 
the Nabob’s revenues weie lofl wherever their parties appeared; and, 
as hoife, they might in the back country extend their ravages fiom 
Tritchinopoly to Arrot and this detriment was the more dieaded, 
becaule the company in England, relying on the treafui es of Bengal, 

had 
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had detei mined to fend no bullion to any of their fettlelnents m 
India, and the Piefidency of Bengal had confumed all then incomes, 
and weic bon owing money. It was therefore piopofed to the 
Nabob, who was at Madiafs, to maich with what troops had ac- 
companied him thithei , fupported by a detachment of Europeans 
fiom the garrifon, in older to piotc6l the countries between Gmgee 
and Trinomaly, and all behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard 
Smith, at Tritchinojioly, as foon as he had acquired intelligence of 
the ftiength and intentions of the My foreans which weie come into 
the Cainatic, piopofed the expediency of a diveifion, by marching 
with a foicc fiom Ins 2:aiiifon, and attackino; the diftinSts of Mvfore. 
which confine on the weflwaid to thofc of Tntchinojioly, whilfi: 
the troops ordeicd by Mahomed IfiToof from Madura, fiiould keep 
the Myfoicans of Dindigul at ba}. The idea was appioved as the 
moR probable refourcc; he was oidercd to cany it into execution, 
and Tanjoie and Tondiman uere requefted to give him what alfifl:- 
ance he might requiic. 

The Nabob marched from Madrafs on the 3d of July, and on the 
7th he ariivcd at Vandivafli, aftci loiteiing thcie fome days, he 
fuddenly changed his mind fiom keeping the field agalnft the My- 
Ibreans, and went away to make his entrance into his capital of 
Arcot; but left 700 of his horfe, and 500 of his Sepoys, with his 
bi other Maphuze Khan, who on the 2 2d came with them to the 
army at Perimbe. The day aftei Colonel Cootc, with all the ca- 
valry of the army, a gieat part of the Sepoys, feveial field-pieces, 
an eighteen-pounder on a field-carnage, but without any European 
infantry, ad-vanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it 
weie of meeting the Myfoieans with equal arms could not provoke 
them to come out and try theii flrength; but the Fiencli infantiy 
advanced and cannonaded from feven pieces of cannon, which only 
wounded two Euiopeaii gunners. 

The next morning, the 24th, on intelligence that a large body 
of the Myforeans intended to march that night to the weftward to 
efcoit piovifions, Major Monfon was detached, with all the black 
cavalry, fix companies of Sepoys, and two field-pieces, to take poll 
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at Valdore, neai which, it was fnppofcd, the Myforeaas would re- 
' turn ; but only a few were gone out, who halted at Rangapillah’s 
choultry on the fea flioie, fix miles to the noith of the bound- 
hedge, wheie they were joined on the 26th by the laige body from 
Pondicheny, of which mtelhgcnce had been gi\en on the 24th. 
All went on to Peimacoil; Major Monfon followed them on the 
27th, and arrived on the 2’8th, when none weie lemainmg there. 
In die mean time, Lieutenant Eiler had been detached fiom the 
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Euiopeans, and a hundred 
black horfe, the be ft in the aimy, to proceed from Rangapillah’s 
choultiy along the fea-fliore, whilft Major Monfon was endea- 
vouiing to come up with them on the othei lide; but they had ifiTick 
off in feveral parties, Ibme towaids Gingee, othei s to the north- 
ward, Ijircading to collect cattle, and dcftroying ivhatfbever elfe be- 
longed to the inhabitants, who, as their ground now fupphed the 
Englifh army with piovifions, weie eveiy where confidered by the 
French as armies. One of thefe parties went to Allampar\ah, 
where they plundered the pettah, and took a Lieutenant, who was 
lick, and chancing to be taking the air, having diet him through 
the back as he was endcavouung to efcape in his palakin ; how- 
ever the cannon of the fort drove the paity away, and, as they weie 
returning along the diore towaids Pondicheny, they fell nnawaies 
acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by whom they were intiiely routed, and 
30 of their horfe furrendered to him, wnth wdneh he letuined to 
the camp'-in the evening, wheie majoi Monfon’s divifion hkewife 
rejoined tlie fame day; for the whole cavalry of the camp had 
marched m thefe two divihons. ^ ' ' 

The laft day of the month brought the welcome arrival of five 
of the Company’s fhips from England in the Road of Cuddalore . 
and two days after came in another, which had fepaiated fi.om them. 
Theie were on boaid of the fix, 600 men drafted from regiments 
in England, to replace the deficiences which might have happened 
in Draper’s and Coote’s. 

Cn the 3d of Augufl, the free company of Frenchmen were fent 
to get in the rear of one of the enemy’s advanced pods, which lay 

in 
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in the Viildoie road, about half a mile fjom the bound-hedge. They 
marched along the Ikiits of the Red-hill, and, coming by fuiprizc, 
killed and v^ounded feveial, and diovc the left to the bound-hedge. 

The hlyfoieans, according to then contiacl, had deliveied all the 
piovifions they brought into the magazines of Pondicherry, vvheie 
they weie carefully ftored foi futuie need. The pui fuit of Monfon, 
and the fuccefs of Eifci, dctcried them fiom going out again in 
laige detachments, and although the Knglilh aimy could not Cover 
the ground fufficienth to pi event fmall parties from getting back, 
with a few head of cattle oi othci provifions, yel all thefe fupplies 
weie unequal to the dail} conlumption of 10,000 mouths; for, with 
then followeis, the M)forc army amounted to this multitude, and 
111 a few days iicc began to fell m their camp at the latc of two 
pounds for a rupee. This diftrels, the conftant fatigue and rilque 
neceftaiy to rcdicfs it, and their convidlions of the fupenonty of the 
Enghfli aimy, as well by the lofs of Villcnore, as the caution of the 
Flench to rilque an engagement fince that event, made them weary 
of their expedition and alliance; and their Scpo}s, forefeeing lefs 
likelihood of rcti eating with fafety than the hoife, began to defeit in 
numbeis eveiy day. 

The gariifon of Gingee had collefled 2000 cairiage bullocks, and 
lice to load on them, and, with various parties which had got out 
from Pondicheriy, 150 Euiopeans of tlie infanti), and 100 of the 
cavaliy, weie waiting thcie to efcoit this train, expecling to be 
joined by the Mjfoie horfe; who were by this time determined 
to go' away to Thiagar, and return no more; on which, 50 more 
Europeans, with thiee companies of Sepoys, were detached fiom 
Pondicherry, to reinforce the convoy. Colonel Coote took meafures 
to prevent its arrival. Some Sepoys pati oled along the fea-fhore, as 
far as Rangapillah’s choultiy; fiom Alampar\fah, Martin, with the 
free company, foui of Sepoys, and three lield-pieces, marched on 
the 1 2th, to he between Valdore and Permacoil, and weie lein- 
forced the next day by 30 huftars with Lieutenant Kircher, Whilft 
thefe parties weie on the north and n. w. Enfign Turner marched 
from Cuddalore to Tiivadi, with the feven companies of Sepoys 
. belong- 
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belonging to that gainfon, in which Major Monfon lemamcd 
with the troops jiift ai rived from England , fo that the outlets to 
the s. w. and s. weie equally well guaided, and the mam body of 
the army lying between Villenore and the Red-hill utteily pre- 
cluded the paifage to oi from the weff. The convoy fiom Gingec 
were expedled to fet out on the 1 2th, but did not until the evening 
of the 13th; intelligence of which was fooii aftei brought to Colo- 
nel Ccote, who went off at 1 1 at night, with all the black cavalry, 
200 Europeans, the hundred Topaffes from Bombay, and two field- 
pieces, and pioceeded towards Killenoie. The fame night the 
greatefl; pait of the Myfoie hoife decamped fiom the glacis of 
Pondicherry, and maichmg faft fell in when it was deep dark 
with Martin and Kirchei, who, charging them unexpedledly met 
no reliftance, killed 40, took 200 of their hoife, and 900 bullocks, 
laden with their baggage. At' day-break Colonel Coote came up 
with his party, when all -the Myforeans were not yet out of 
fight; they weie leti eating in broken paities to the weR-waid. 
Colonel Coote divided his force 111 pm hut of them, which returned 
the fame day with many moie bullocks and two Euiopean prifoneis. 
One divihon of the Myforeans efcaped both the encounter and pur- 
fuit. They were at fome diflance in the lear, when the fi ont was 
flopped, on which they immediately turned back, and paffing as 
they had come at the back of the Red-hill, and by the fea fhore, le- 
gamed the bounds of Pondichei ry, 

Nolwithflanding this rout, it was flill confldered as doubtful, 
whether the Myforeans might not join and letuin with the convoy 
waiting at Gingee : and to pi event the continual fatigue of detach- 
ments marching from the camp on every leport, to watch and in- 
tercept their appioach, it was determined to poll a foice fufficient 
to cope with them feparate from the mam body of the army, which 
continued at Peiimbd The detachment which had accompanied the 
Nabob from Madrafs, when it was fuppofed he intended to keep 
the field towards Trinomal), advanced from Vandivafli; and on the 
19th encamped at Ratlagiamon, a town undei the hills to the eafl 
of Gingee, ' and ten miles north of Valdore ; a Ration which the 
VoL, II. 4 0 convoy 
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convoy could not avoid without much ciicuit and tioubie. The 
dclachment was imnicduilcly joined by anothei fiom the camp, 
when tlie whole amounted to 200 liuiopcan foot, 50 Cohices, 500 
Sepoys, 50 European hoifc, huffais, and 500 black horfe ; they 
ueie commanded by Captain PrcAon. 

The 500 hlvfoi cans which had rctuincd to Pondicheiry were afiaid 
to venture out again 111 a liod) , but in cvei y of the fuccceding nights 
fent off fmall parties, \\ Inch paffed uiid if covered. To ftop thofe 
which lemained, two companies of Sepo)S, with 100 of the black 
horfe, wcie detached with Knfign hlcredith, and took jiofb at Ran- 
gapillah’s choultry. Anothci detachment of Sepoys marched the 
fame day fiom the camp 111 qucfl of a party of Europeans which 
had marched the night bcfoic fiom Pondicherry for Gingee, but 
only brought back foui, whom they had picked up lagging on the 
road with fatigue. Early the next moining, a Rrong detachment 
from the bounds attacked the poll at Rangapillah’s choultry, and 
obliged the pai ty thei e to retreat. On the firfl notice, two compa- 
nies of Sepoys, and all the giand guard of cavalry, marched to fuf- 
tain them, and the enemy retiied on then appeal ance. 

In two 01 three nights moic, all the Myforeans who had returntd 
to Pondicherry were gone, and all their paities had cfcaped without 
intermption. News was received at this time that their mam body, 
which had affembled at Thiagar, were maiched from thence 
to attack Til nomaly ; it was therefore concluded, that they wmukl 
make no faither effoits of confcquence to Riccour Pondicheriy with 
piovifions ; andnn this perfuafion, the Prefidency refumed the in- 
tention of blockading Pondicherry by fea and land ; and the Go- 
veinoi hlr. Pigot came from Madiafs to confer with Admiral Stev^ens 
and Colonel Coote on the means. 

The ground between Villenore and Perimbe was the befl on which 
the Enghfh army could continue, whilft the Myfoieans lemamed 
wnth the French; for it prefented a narrow front, was of hazardous 
appioach, affoided feveial Rrong polls, and was centrically fituated 
for the expedition of detachments to internipt any which might be 

fent fiom, 01 coming to the enemy’s camp. But this fituation did 

not 
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not fully anfwer the piirpofe of a blockade, which was to reduce 
the town by famine ; for, being five miles diftant, the army was 
not fufficient to foim a chain of polls in a curve of 15 miles fiom 
the fea-lhoie on the north to the fea-fiioie on the fouth of the 
town, clofe, or m all parts fliong enough, to intercept every 
thing. The bound-hedge of Pondicheiiy Iweeps from the north 
to the s. E. of the town, where it ceafes on the bank of the rivej 
of Aiiancopang, which in two arms,. with an- ifland between them, 
fupphes the reft of the bariiei to the fouth of the town. The 
area included by the hedge with the arms of the liver, corn- 
prizes nearly leven Iquaie miles. This giound affoided paftuic foi 
a number of cattle, which, if unmolefted, might, whilft the 
Englilh army remained at their prefent diftance, fupjily the tioops 
and inhabitants with provifions for feveral months; and the daily 
confumption might be replaced by fmall convo}s from without; fo 
that the enemy could not be feverely diftiefted, until pent Within 
the bound-hedge, when its redoubts and other ftations - in po'fleffion 
of the Englifh, would fuffer nothing to remain abioad beyond the 
foot of the glacis, and even there not in quiet. Thefe pofts would 
likeivife obftru<ft the introduflion of fupphes 111 the whole extent of 
the hedge, and the prelent ftock would remain thepiincipalieliance, 
until the French aririy fliould be fufficiently reinforced to recover 
them; but now 'that the Myforeans were gone, no' probability re- 
mained of any troops coming to the luccour of the town, excepting 
from the fea. NeVeithelefs the Englifh foice was not yet fufficiently 
iuperior, even if in pofteffion of the bound- hedge, to open trenches 
againft the town; and if it had, the ' prepaiation, embarkation, 
and tranlport of’ the artillery and ftores, which were all to come 
from Madiafs, could not be accomplifhed bcfoie the fetting~m 
of the monfoon, which at fai theft might be expedted in the middle 
of October. If the French fleet appeared before this time, the iffiie 
of the fight at Tea would determine the future fuccefs of the fieo-e : 
if not, their dela^- mmft arife from the want of foice to cope with 
Mr. Stevens’s fquadron ; and in this cafe, it was fcarcely to be doubted 
that fingle ftups, oi more, would at any rifque venture with lelief 
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in the height of the ftormy weathei, in expedation that the Englifh 
fquadron would have left the coaft to^ avoid it, as they had done 
during every monfoon for the laid five yeais. Thus it became ne- 
ceffary to get poffeffion of the bound hedge and its ledoubts with- 
out delay; and then that the fquadion fhould continue in fight of 
Pondicheriy thiough the monfoon, m oidei to intercept wbatfbever 
fliips might be coming either with troops or piovifions. but, pre- 
vious to the attack of the hedge. Colonel Coote thought it neceffary 
to 1 educe the fort of Aii?ncopang, which {landing on the fouth fide 
of the river, almoft oppofite, although at fome diftance from the 
temiination of the hedge on the other bank, commanded all the 
gi ound between, as well as in front down to the flrand of the lea;. 
fo that from the garnfon of the town on the one hand, and the 
fort on the other, this quaiter of the circumvallatiqn, fuppofing 
the hedge to be taken, could not be completed without more force 
than the army could {pare from other parts; and even then the polls 
eftablifhed 'on this fide would be continually epcpofed to dangerous 
'attacks; iD the mean time, this extent of ground would remain 
open for the intioduflion of convoys which, detachments from 
the fort of Ariancopang, if taken, might ^eafily intercept. The 
force mf ,the Englifh army before the town, exclufive of garrifons 
and detachments, was 2000 Europeans, hnd 6000 natives, either 
hoife or Sepoys. If Ariancopang were'attackcd by a detachment, 
the number requifite, of 800 Euiopeans, would leave the mam 
body fcarcely a match for the whole of the enemy’s force, if col- 
ledled to attack them, who doubtlefs would make the effort. If 
Ariancopang wei e mvefled by the whole array, they mufl move fi om 
the advantageous ground between Villenore and Perimb^ which 
would leave all to the north of Pondicherry open, and admit the 
French army then to detach a force, which, joined with the paity 
already at Gingee, would be able to diive Preflon from Rattlagram- 
mon, and bung m, if not the whole, at leaft a confiderable part 
of the convoy colledled there. Thefe grounds and circumflances Mr. 
Pigot leprefented in a memorial to Admiral Stevens, and, in con- 
fequence of them, lequefted that he would land all the maiines of 
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the fquadron, to enable the army to attack Ariancopang, and take 
pofleffion of the bound-hedge ; and that he would determine to i e- 
main on the coaft with the whole fquadi on, thi ©ugh the monfoon. 
Mr. Stevens was very loth to deprive his lliips of their marines dur- 
ing the expedlation of an engagement with the enemy’s fquadi on, 
but at length acquiefced to the neceflity and importance of the fer- 
vice they might render on lliore; and promifed without hefitation 
that his fquadron fliould not quit the coaft until compelled by irre- 
fiftible neceffity. Accordingly, the maiines were landed at Cudda- 
lore on the 27th; they were, including officers, 422 Europeans. 

The Myfoieans, as foon as they ai rived before Timomaly, made 
an attack on the pettah, in which they were lepulfed with the lofs 
of fifty or fixty men . but continued to invell; the place. Captain 
Prefton, on intelligence of their intention, fentoff on the 2 2d two 
companies of Scjioys from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye ways in thec 
mountain, got into the foit on the' 26th; and the day aftei,^ the 
enemy in greater force than before made another affaultj in which 
they were again beaten off, with the lofs of fixty men, and an of- 
ficer of diftindlion ; the garrilbn lallied as they retreated, and obliged 
them to abandon two field-pieces, v/hich they had brought up and 
ufed in the attack. The whole raifed the fiege immediately, and 
returned 4 :o Thiagar. 

Two hundred Europeans, with fome Sepoys," and two guns,, 
marching round the Red-hill in the night of the 23d, efcaped the 
interruption 'of the Englifli guards, and arrived the next day at 
Gingee; from whence they fet out again in different paities, efcoit- 
mg 2000 bullocks loaded with provifions; of winch fome weie dif- 
perfed by Prefton, as they were coming out of the hills; and 300 
were taken, when advanced within a few miles of the Enghffi camp, 
by a detachment of Sepoys and black horfe, fent out to look for 
them; and none got into Pondicherry: but as all that had been 
attacked had been met in the night, the cfcoits legamed Gingee witK 
very little lofs. Three or four thoufand more bullocks wei e ready to 
be fiibflituted as the convoys fent might fail, and it was now deter- 
mined to lend the whole of this collefition together, under the 
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XXrongeft efcort that could be rifqued abroad; accordingly Mr. Lalb 
detached loo of the French ca^/alry and feveial more companies of 
Sepoys from Pondicheriy, to join the troops already at Gingee, 
fo that one third of his whole force was now employed in this 
fervice; and he had by much felicitation, and by inducements 
of which we aie ignoiant, prevailed on the Myfoieans to fend back 
- 800 of their hoile to Gmgee^ who were hkewife to accompany^ the 
convoy; and this body of horfe arrived there at the fame time as 
the lad; detachment from Pondicherry. Intellwence was received 
on the 29th, that the convoy with the whole efcoit intended to 
let out from Gingee in the enfuing night; on which, diljiofitions 
were made to oppole their paflage. 

The whole of the Red-hill is mterfedled by winding dales, in 
which troops may march unpeiceived until met within them, or dif- 
coveied from the iidng grounds above; in the middle of the gene? 

1 al plot of the Red-hill, Hands one eminence highei than any of - 
the otheis, and called fiom the trees it bears, the Tamarind giove; 
this hillock has dales on 'each £de of it, which join with otheis, 
leading from the plain of the country on the outfide of the Red-hill 
to the N. w. at the farthed: diftance from the Enghfh camp, from 
the left of which fhouldered under the extremity of the Red-hill at 
Peiimbe, the Tamarind grove was two miles to the n. e. and it was 
three to the N. w. of Pondicherry. ' This fituation being centrahfor 
the intei ruption of troops marching through the dales of the Red-hill, 
either to or from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, by his continual 
'cxcurdons, knew all the ground in the adjacencies of his camp, or • 
dered a redoubt to be raifed there, which was finifhed in the day. Lell 
the convoy Ihould attempt to make their way to the fouth of the 
rivei of Ariancopang, the whole body of maiines, which were Hill 
remaiimw at Cuddalore, were oideied to march lome miles from 
thence along the river Paliar, and to advance > fix companies of Se- 
poys beyond them towards Tnvadi; whilH fcouts from the camp 
patroled between the ‘two rivers, and, to watch the convoy if com- 
ing by the diredX roa'd from the weH, feveral companies of Sepoys 
from Valdore proceeded along it towards Gingee. The convoy fet 
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out fiom hence on the 29th, the day appointed; but Captain Pi efton 
having two days before taken a mud foit, called Penamalee, fitnated 
at the opening of the hills, pofted a ftiong guard theie, which the 
enemy miftaking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after- 
waids healing of the difpohtions made fiom the Enghfh camp, le- 
iblved to proceed as before 111 feparate troops. 

On the 2d of Septembei arrived at Cuddalore thiee of' the King’s 
fliips, convoying feveial of the Company’s from England. Of the 
men of wai two were the America, and Medway, each of 60 guns, 
which complcated the fquadron befoie Pondicheriy to ly fail of 
the line. In the Company’s Ihipp were part of a Highland 1 egiment, 
fupplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had alieady 
fent to India. Thefe mighty aids witneffed in this quaitei of the 
globe, as equal efforts, wheiefoever uiecelTary, m every other, the 
fuperior energy of that mind, who poffefling equally the confidence 
of his fove reign and the nation, conduced the arduous and exten- 
five war in which they were engaged againfi: their great and only 
rival. 

The fame evening Colonel Coote ordered 400 men to maich and 
invefi: the fort of Ariancopang, but Colonel Monfon, the next m com- 
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to 
Admiral Stevens, as the principal inducement to land the marines of 
the fquadion: and Colonel Coote, not to difguft peitinacity, when 
concurrence was fo necejOTary, countermanded the detachment. 

Mr. Tally received information, that the detachment had been- 
paraded, and fiifpedled the feivice foi which it had been intended. 
Such a proof of the opinion which the Englifh aimy’ entei tamed of 
their own fiipeiiority, convinced him that it would foon be followed 
by fome real blow of equal detiiment, if they weie not immediately 
convinced, that his own was capable of moie than acfmg on the 
defenfive. He refolved to attack their camp by hirprize on the 
night of the 4th, and his difpofitions weie made with much Ikill 
and fagacity. 

In the three fliips at anchor before the town, were 150 European 
mariners; they were all landed, and Lafcars fent on board. Thefe 
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Eiiiopeans, with fome Sepoys, weie allotted to guaid the ledoubts 
in the bound-hedge, that all the regulai European military might 
ferve in the intended attacks, excepting the aitillery men, who 
weie diftiibuted on tho lamparts of the town, and in the out-pofts 
which mounted cannon. ‘ By the detachments lately lent abroad, 
the whole foice that could march on the piefent feivice v/ere iioo 
European infantry, loo European hoife, and 900 Sepoys. The 
battalion of India and the volunteers of Bourbon, amountmo to 
300 rank and filq, had for fome days been encamped under the fort 
of Aiiancopang; the Poitugueze company, which v/as hkewife 
called the company of Jefus, and had a Jehiit at their head, with 
fome, Sepoys, were quaitered in the Company’s gardens, fituated 
within the bound- hedge m the load towards the Valdore redoubt; 
the regiments of Lon am and Tally, 500 men, the maimes Df the 
fquadioh, 200, and 500 Sepoys, weie in the town; the hoife weie 
diftributed in different patroles. The gates of the town weie Ihut 
eail}', and opened again at ten at night; and although Colonel 
Coote entei tamed Ipies and correlpondents in the town, not one of 
them acquired the leaff * furmife of Mr. Tally’s intentions, or fuf- 
pedled any unufual operation. 

The marines and Sepoys marched out of the town in two paities, 
told off in equal numbers of each. They proceeded to the V^al- 
dore redoubt, and 111 the way the Portugueze company, with the 
Sepoys at the garden, fell into the rear and formed the thud lub- 
divihon of this line. Continuing m the avenues from the Valdore 
redoubt, the fiift party foon turned to the right, to gam the 
Red-hill, and proceed m it to the attack of the Tamaiind ledoubt; 
in which, if they fucceeded, they were to march acrofs to the 
left and join the fecond; which followed them, and quitting 
the avenue hkewife, weie to advance"' along the foot of the out- 
ward iidge of the Red-hill, until they had^ gained the flank of the 
Enghfh redoubt on the hillock m the plain, which they were then 
to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which 
were the third fub-divifion, were io proceed^quite thiough-the three 
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lines of the Valdore avenue, difperfing what patioles and out-guaids 
might be in the way, and to take poft at the jun6lion of this avenue 
with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders of the 
officei who commanded the attack, which was to be made by the 
regiments of Lorrain and Lally. Thefe troops, in two divifions, 
marched fiom the town, and thiough the bound-hedge, along the 
avenue of Oulgair}-, until they came to the head of this village, 
"Vt'here a deep water-couife ciolTed the avenue, and had a budge over 
it, which was defended by a letienchment with guns. Here Loi- 
lain halted, whilft Lallj’s reg-iment, quitting the avenue by the left, 
maiched outwaids in the fields to fall on the right flank of the 
Enghfli redoubt in this avenue ; to which Lorrain was to advance 
ftraight along the avenue, and attack at the fame time. When car- 
ned, the Portuguefe company, with the Sepoys, which were the 
thiid fub-divifion of the attack to the light, weie to join, and, 
with Lorrain’s and Lally’s, proceed aciofs on the left to attack the 
fctienchment in the Villenoie avenue which flood in the fame pa- 
rallel as that in the avenue of Oulgany; but the Villenoie letrench- 
ment had on its left a laige gaiden, called from its owner, Baithel- 
mi’s ; in which v/ere likevvilc pofted a fliong guaid with fome field- 
pieces. When this garden ?nd retrenchment weie earned, all the 
troops of this attack were to legulate themfelves by the fuccefs of 
another attack on their left, which was to be made by the India' 
Battalion and the volunteers of Bouibon. They weie to march 
from' the foit of Anancopang, acrofs the iiver, to the villages un- 
der the fort of Villenore , but weie to leave two field-pieces On the 
plain in their way fiom the river, m order to fecure their retieat. 
As fbon as the firing became geneial, at the retienchmeilt in the 
Oulgany load, the ledonbt on the hillock, and the tamarind re- 
doubt, thefe tioops were to advance from the village m which they 
were halting, and' proceed along a flioit road wdiich would bring 
them to the termination of the Villenore avenue, and-’exadlly m the 
rear of the i ight flank of the Enghfli encampment ; on winch 
they weie to fall with the utmofl; vigour, in full confidence, that 
the other attacks would have thrown the whole camp into difbider, 
VoL. IL 4 ? by 
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bj the uticeitaiiity and diibra£i:ion of \^'hat and whei e ihccours were 
to be fent. h'li*. Lally, "witli a guard of horfe, remained at the. 
bridge of Oulgairy. Calculation had been made, when all the 
tioops would ariive within equal leach of their refpedive attacks, 
wheie they weie to wait in hlence for the fignal of two Iky-iockets, 
which were to be tin own up at Oulg-arry, v*^hcn all weie to advance 
to the attacks allotted them. 

The Iky-iockets were fliot off a little before midnight, and foon 
after the firing commenced neaily at the fame time, at the tama- 
iind ledoubt, the hillock,, and at the retrenchment in the avenue of 
Oulgarry. The attack at the tamarind redoubt was repiilfed ; bat 
the redoubt on the hillock was carried ; the lieutenant of the aitil- 
leiy and three gunnel s were made pnfoneis there, and the red of 
,the guard driven out, nor did they ralh ; which gave the enemy 
time to cany off a brafs three-pounder, deftioy the carriage of ano- 
ther gun, fpike up a thn d, and burn down the battery. At the re- 
trenchment in the Oulgarry road, the ^ attack and defence were 
more fierce. Colonel Coote himfelf brought down troops to that 
in the Villenore avenue and Barthelmi’s garden, and, inffead o£ 
waiting to be attacked, advanced acrofs to fiiftain the other redoubt ; 
agamft which Lorrain and Tally’s perfifted until eight ferjeants, be- 
fides common men, of Tally’s, were killed ; when the officers, hear- 
ing no figns of the mam attack on the righ-t and lear of the Engliffi 
camp, drew off. This divifion, by fome unaccountable miftake, in- 
dead of advancing' to> the villages under the fort of Villenore, halt- 
ed in another a mile to the fouth of it, not far from the river,, and 
'in a lin e with the village of Oulgarry. At this erroneous didance, 
they had not time, -after the Iky-rockets v/ere fired, to reach the 
gi ound of their attack, before the three otheis were either repulfed or 
ceafed. They were led by DlHarambure, who had always behaved, 
hitherto wiffi ' gallantry, and efpecially during the march of Mr. 
Law’s reinforcement to Hyderabad m 1-7.56 ;,but Mr. Lally, with 
the ufiial feverity of his prejudices, imputed the failure to a defign, as 
the commander of the Company’s troops, of fruftiatingi the honour 
which Would, have redouitded on. himfelf, had the hardy effort 
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he was making fucceeded to his expeftation. About twenty Se- 
poys were killed and wounded of the Enghfh tioops, but fewer 
Europeans. Of the enemy, 30 Europeans were lujjpofed to be 
killed, and mofl of them either 111 Lorrain or Lally’s ; four were 
made prifoners, with Mi . D’ Autueil, the lame officer we have feen 
opening the inteftme war of the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor, 
in which the Nabob’s father fell, and v/ho afterwards furrendered 
to Clive at Volcondah. 

The ffiips lad; ai rived from England brought commiffions fi om 
the war-office appointing majors Brereton and Monlbn to the rank 
of lieutenant colonels, withpiior date to Colonel Coote ; but both 
were ordered not to affert their commiffions whilffi he remained on 
the coaft. Colonel Coote ncAeithelefs concluded that irwas in- 
tended he ffiould remove as loon as might be to his original and 
effiabliffied command in Bengal, nor did Monfon piopofe to continue 
ferving under him, but offeied to letire to Madrafs; but Coote im- 
mediately delivered ovei to him the command of theaimy, and went 
thither himfelf, and rcquefted to proceed with his whole regiment 
to Bengal. The Prcfidency remonftrated againffi the detriment, and 
Monfon declared that the blockade of Pondicheiry muft be raifed if 
thefe tioops v/ere taken away ^ on which Coote confented to leave 
them. 


End of the Twelfth Book. 
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C OLONEL Monfon being now mafter of his own views, ear- 
ned into execution an opeiation which he had propofed in the 
council of war a few days before, when Colonel Coote explained his 
intention of attacking the fort of Ariancopang. 

The bound-hedge of Pondicheiry, befides its natural defence of 
trees and thorns, is ftrengthened by four ledoubts; one on the nCrth, 
oppofite to the north-weft angle of the town, another nearly weft 
of this angle, a third nearly v'eft of the fouth-Weft angle, and the 
fourth ftands di redly fouth-weft of the fame point. All took their 
names from their fttuations; the north was called the Madiafs ic- 
doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the Villenore, and that to 
the fouth-weft the Ariancopang redoubt. From the Villenore re- 
doubt led the road and avenue, which paffed through the center of 
the Englifh camp at Perimbe and about a mile from the hedge this 
avenue leads through the village of Oulgairy, in which weie feve- 
ral country -houfes belonging to the French inhabitants of Pondi- 
cherry, and a church belonging to the Jefuits. The regiment of 
Lorrain and Lally, which at this time did not aftemble both to- 
gether more than 400 men, weie remaining in this village fince the 
late attack on the camp. The maiines, 300 men, weie within the 
hedge, to defend the redoubt of Valdore with the part of the hedge 
on each hand. The battalion of India, coniiftmg of 500 men, were 
ftationed at the Villenoie and at the Ariancopang redoubts, and be- 
tween them. The north lide' of the hedge, with the Madiafs le- 
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doubt, as being at the farthefl diftance from the Enghfli camp, was 
truited to the Sepoys. The hoife, ftill only loo iiders, weie dif- 
pel fed 111 diifeient pofts round the limits. The red of the aimy, 
which, exclufive of the gairifon of Gingee and its out-pods, confided 
of 500 Euiopean foot, 150 European horfe, and 500 Sepovs, weie 
abroad, mod of them waiting to efcoit the proyifions colledled at 
Gingee. 

At midnight the whole of the Enghdi army were undei arms ; 
a pioportional number fiom each of the diffeient bodies were left 
to defend the camp , and the mam body appointed to march was 
divided into two brigades, of which the piincipal officers had the 
day before reconnoitered the ground of their refpeftive attacks as 
jiear as the enemy’s out-pods would admit. The regiments of 
Diaper and Coote, comprizing both togethei 1000 men, 200 of the 
-Anarmes, the 150 highlandeis, with 500 Sepoys, and four field- 
pieces, marched off then , giound fiom the left of the camp at 
,thiee in the morning, and entered into the-Red-hill, jn which they 
were to take a large circuit round the tamaiind-grove, and, coming 
put wheie neared, weie to attack the Valdore redoubt, and the well 
fide of the hedge adjoining. This brigade was formed into two 
divifions ; the grenadiers of the two regiments led the fiid, under 
the command of major Robert Gordon; majoi William Goidon 
commanded the rear divifion, and colonel Monfon the whole of this 
attack. The other brigade was coihpofed of the Coromandel battalion 
800, the twoEiench companies j 20, the Bombay detachment of 350 
Europeans andTopafles, 600 Sepoys, and four field-pieces. They were 
•to march fiom the right and attack the enem} ’s tioops poded m Oul-" 
igarry, and after routing them, to proceed and feize the Villenoie 
redoubt. Jofeph Smith, who fince the departure of Calliaud to Bengal 
was the fird officer on the coad of the Company’s tioops, and a 
few days before had been appointed by- tlie Piefidency of Madrafs 
fo the lankpf major, commanded this brigade. The cavalry, black 
as well as white, were intended to appear before the Ariancopang 
redoubt during the two other attacks, in order to prevent the troops 
there from fending detachments to fiipport them. 
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Major Smith’s bngade, having much lefs ground to go than 
Monfon’s, did not move until foui in the morning. The enemy’s 
entrenchment in fiont of the village of Oulgairy lay acrofs the ave- 
nue, and they had an advanced poll in a gai den beyond, but a little 
to the right of the enti enchment. Smith, to avoid the immediate 
difcovery of his bngade, as well as the diredl fiAe of the enti enchment 
along the a\enue of Oulgarr}’’, maiched down the Villenoie, as 
far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left as you come down;, 
the line then turned and palTed thiough the gat den, which bi ought 
them half the diftance between the- two avenues, when the bri- 
gade llruck down thiough the inteivals of feme incloflires, which 
Jed to the left of the village of Oulgany, from whence they might 
likewife take the entrenchment in reverfe ; but the two French 
companies weie lent off immediately from the garden to cioJs the 
avenue of Oulgai ry, and attack the enemy’s advanced poll: on the- 
other fide of this avenue ; but were not to begin their attack, before 
tlie firing commenced upon Oulgarry, which foon happened ; foi 
Jbme black fellows belonging to the Fiench troops, who were afieep 
in the ftreets of a ruined hamlet which flood oppofite to the angle 
of the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels of the- field-pieces 
which moved in fiont of the brigade, and fled with the alaim to* 
the troops in Oulgarry, who- immediately began to fire from the 
entrenchment, uith fix field-pieces in baibclte, and with fome aim,, 
as the da) had begun to dawn. The Englifh field-pieces, which 
were of the fame number and calibre, diew out of the village to* 
anfwer them, and wei e fuppoi ted by a pai t of the line ; whilfl the 
reft pafted on to gain the flank of the village of Oulgany; when 
oppofite to it, divifions were detached to attack the- enclofures,.^ 
which the enemy had lined with troops- In the mean time, the- 
two French companies, led by captain Mjeis, ftormed the advanced^ 
poft on the other fide of the road, and fcized four pieces of cannon 
w'hich were there, on which the party ftationed with them retreated^ 
in much hurry to the main bod) at Oulgarry, who, ^difpirited by 
then rout, flackened infenfibly the defence of the enclofures, and 
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ceafed filing tlie field-pieces m the-intreiichment acrofs the avenue. 
Major Smith perceived this Wavermg, lignified it to his troops , and 
put himfelf at the head of the gienadieis Wherever he commandedy^ 
affedlion to the man confpiied with duty to the office! . The greiia- 
dieis luffied on without hung, forced their way ovei the enclofuies, 
and fell amongfl: the enemy, dealing their aims with ii refiflible im- 
petuofity, incieafed by the difadvantages they had furmounted all 
the reft entered at other paits, dtivmg the enemy befoie them acroft 
the load, but thofe at the intrench'ment had time to fpike up*the 
camion, and then followed the left, who vrere running towaids a 
rffing ground on the other fide of the road, but farther back towaids 
the bound-hedge. The mam body of the brigade took pofteffion of 
Oulgairy, and were foon aftei joined by the divifion with captain 
Mvers, which had killed fome, and brought pi ifonei s. During this, a 
body of Europeans were defcned advancing dii edth towards Oulgai ry, 
in the plain between this anffi the Valdore avenue • then diftindlions 
could not be peiceived,' and the ftidden halt of the runra-ways on 
the rifing ground lendeied then appearance veiy ffifpicious Mef- 
fengeis after meffengers weie font' to difcovei whethei they were 
fiiends or foes, but none returned before Major William Goidoii him- 
felf came, and gave an account that the lear divifion of Colonel Mou- 
fon’s brigade, which he commanded,' had feparated from tfe van 
amongft the fand hills in the dark'; and had continued wandering 
about until they heaid the fire of the attack at Oulgarry^ to which 
he had haftened to gi\e affiftance; but it was now too late; other- 
wife his-erioi might have been retrieved by the important fervice of 
Intel ceptmg the legiments of Lon am and Lally m the confufon of 
their flight out of Oulgariy, wffio, in this cafe, would in all probabi- 
lity^ have been deftroyed to a man: during his leport, ftiong firing 
was heard at the Valdore redoubt. 

It was fome time before the van of Colonel Monfon’s brigade dif- 
covered the feparation of the lear, whichffiy turning wrong had got 
into windings leading towaids the plain; and Colonel Monfon, ap- 
prehenfive that the rejunftion could not be made before the dawn 
Jx! of 
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of dav, which was the time deftmed for the attack of the Valdore^ 
redoubt, judiciouflj detei mined to iifque it with the van divifion of 
his brigade alone. The}^ defiled out of the fand hill exadlly right, 
v^hilfl It was ftill dark, at an opening direftly on line with the 
weftern fide of the bound-hedge and the redoubt, up to which, the 
load, when neai, leads in a lane between two cnclofures towaids 
the flank of the ledoiibt. Two field-pieces were in the fiont of 
the line, followed by the grenadiers of the two regiments of Diaper 
tind Coote, after whom came the reft of the Europeans, and then 
theSepo}S of the divifion. Colonel Monfonknew the giound, and 
intended that the line, inftead of advancing through the lane 
between the enclofurcs, flioiild pafs through the enclofuie on the 
right, which being a coco-nut gai den, was fun ounded by a ditch 
and hedge of little inteiiuption; and the giound within was not 
only firm, but fiee fiom underwood, and the trees themfelves- have 
no branches. When paft the garden, they wei e to proceed ftraight 
on to the Valdoie avenue, wdiich was not far diftant, and, having 
ciofTed It, were to file downi on the other fide, to gam the left flank 
of the Valdoie redoubt; wheie, if not difcovered, they could not 
be expedled, and the bound-hedge heieabouts was not fo ftiong as 
on the other fide. The redoubt had a diy ditch, with palifadoes at 
the bottom, and fix embiafures, of which the parapet w^as fiaized. 
The grenadiers weie to lufli on, and efcalade the redoubt without 
firing, w^hilft the reft of the line were, part to flippoi t them, and 
part to ijiread along the bound-hedge, and to foice their way thiough 
wherever they could find openings, or at leaft to continue the fiie 
until they had driven away the enemy,, who were expedted to line 
and defend the other fide; the two field-pieces weie likewife to affift 
in this femce after the grenadiers had paffed them to the efcalade. 
The day had begun to dawn, when the head of the line arrived at 
the two enclofuies, and Major Robert Goidon, who, exceptmg Mon- 
fon, only knew the courfe of march, and was to lead the grenadiei s 
to the alTault, was not prefent* and the grenadiei s, wanting ordeis, 
naturally enteied the lane which lay before them, Officers were 
VoL, 11. 4 Q feat 
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fent back to Colonel Monfon, to know what next they were to do. 
Monfon, ekafjDeiated at this fecond miftake in the c'ondud of his 
brigade, ran forward to ledlify it if f)offible, or to put himfelf at the 
head of the grenadiers, and lead the afiault. Juft as he i cached 
them, tjie enemy difcoveied the line which had got to the end of 
the lane, within a hundied yards of the redoubt, which in this Bank 
had a twenty-foui pounder, double loaded with langiam. They 
fired It, and its execution was terrible, killing eleven men, and 
wounding 26 ; amongft them Colonel Monfon fell, ftruck with a 
piece of iron, which broke both the bones of his leg. The gienadieis, 
inftead of being difmayed, 01 now hefitatmg for want of older, of 
their own motion, rufhed to the efcalade ; and the officei s, of their 
own judgement, got the line as faft as they could out of the en- 
clofed way, and led them to the hedge, when the attack and de- 
fence foon became general and extenfive; but the affault of the 
grenadieis ftopjied the filing of the cannon from the redoubt, which 
othei wile would have continued to enfilade the troops attacking the 
hedge. The grenadiers, although feverely galled by mulketry from 
above and in flank, peififted aftei feveral repulfcs, and at length 
forced their way thiough the embraftires of the redoubt, when the 
troops within quitted it, and ran out of the goi ge 011 which alb 
defending the hedge abandoned then pofts likewife, and the V\*hole 
hnriied in difoider to gain the glacis of the town.. 

The regiments of Lou am and Tally contniued fome minutes 01,1 
the rifing ground, in as much uncertainty as Major Smith’s biigade, 
who the troops of Major ‘William Gordon’s divifion might be, but 
remained firm until they heaid the firing at the Valdoie redoubt, 
when compiehending the whole difpofition of the attack, they 
maiched off in hafte, legained the avenue, and retreated to the re- 
doubt of Villenore. Major Smith immediately followed them with 
his-bngade, pi effing fo clofe on their lear, that they pafted thiough' 
the winding of the hedge, without ftoppmg to defend 01 lemfoice 
the ledoubt; this tiepidation caught the guaid, who, after dif- 
cliarging the guns of their loads upon the biigade as it was advanc- 
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mg to the poft, ictiiecl with the regiments to the glacis of the 
town. Majoi Smith immediatclv toolc pofTcftion of the redoubts, 
and was foon after joined b\ the Highlanders commanded Iiy iMajor 
Scot, who belonging to Monfon’s attack had forced then uay 
thionghthe hedge between the Valdoic and the \ illenoic ledoubts. 
The battalion of India flill tontiiuicd at oi aliout the iViiancopang 
icdoiibt, having cntci tamed no notion of letrcatmg; but were de- 
terred fiom making an} motion to frj)poiL the othei polls, m ex- 
jieclation of being attacked themfeh cs this howevei did not happen, 
for the cavahv of the aim'^ under the command of V’alfeiot, who 
wcic intended to make a feint attack upon this quaitCi, when the 
othci two tliould commence, did not appeal upon their giound until 
all uas fini/Iicd. 'rheic was a fmall opening in the hedge about a 
qunitci of a mile fiom the Villcnoie icdoubt, wheic a letiench- 
ment had been thiown up, and the battalion of India kept a guard, 
who abandoned it on the appeal ance of a paity which Major Smith 
detached alons: the infide of the hedge to attack them m the rear. 
The total lofs fuflamcd m the two attacks, weie 115 Euiopeans 
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in both biigades, but 
111 IMonfon’s lieavieft amongft the gicnadiers, of whom, befides rank 
and file, a Lieutenant and an Enfign u cic killed. 1 he Sepojs fuf- 
fcjcd much lefs, having been very little e^pofed. TheFiench lofs 
\,:is not knoun; but they fuflcred moft at the attacks of Oulgaiiy, 
where feme wcic hkev. lic made pnfoners. 

The Bomba\ detachment of 350 men weie flationed to guaid 
the three polls m the hedge, and the hotly of the aim) affcmbled 
and encamped m the paddy-fekk to the left of Oulguru. Tnc 
filuation uas ill chofen, being commanded by highci giounds. 
and liable to be fv, amped on the firfl ram; but the talents of Major 
llobcrt Goidon u ere inadequate to the geiieial command, which 
devohed on him by the incapacity to which Colonel Monfoii was 
reduced by his wound Major Jofejih Smith advifcd that the 
whole of the Company’s battalion, 1000 men, fliould remain in 
the village of Oulgany to cover the three polls in the hedge; 
and that then gorges, uhich wcic open, fliould be letienched, 
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without delay, and fufficienl day icmained to accomplith the 
woik, but Robeit Gordon, fiom the fahe fliame of ignorance, would 
not fee the neceffity . and in the enfuing night, the enemy made a 
vigorous attack on all the three pofts, vrhich they would have ear- 
ned, had not the guaids defended them, as deaily pui chafed, v^nth 
the utmoft lefolution, until reinforced by the picquets fiom the camp', 
when the enemy letieated. Seventeen oi eighteen Europeans of the 
Bombay detachment weie killed in this defence; the enemy’s iofs 
was not known, but could not be lefs. Had they attacked with 
their whole force, the ledoubt would have been retaken, for the 
guaids, inferioi in number, had no advantage of defences on the 
tide towaids the town, and the mam body of the aimy, exhauEed 
with fatigue, and dead with deep, were at too gieat a didance to 
have come up in time to fhaie the conteft. 

Two da}s after, the battalion of India retieated fiom then ftations- 
at the hedge neai* the Aiiancopang redoubt; but the ufual gnaid 
continued m the redoubt, and the ufual garrifon m the fort of Ari- 
ancopang on the othei fide of the iiver. But the enemy leceiving 
intelligence that pi epaiations were making in the camp to attack the 
foit, the garrifon evacuated it on the 13th at noon, and as they 
were going off Ijirung a mine, which blew up the bafiuon to the 
eafi: with part of the rampait, and laid the body of the place open. 
They retieated to the glacis of the town, where the mam body of 
the' army lay encamped, and had been reinforced by tlie ai rival of 
feveral fmall efcorts with provifions, wdiich the removal of the 
Englifh army fiom Peiimbe had encouraged to venture round the 
ided Hill; the guard finll continued at the redoubt of Ariancopang. 

The troops which Mahomed IfiToof appointed to attack the diftiidls 
of Dindigul from Madura, were 300 horfe, 1 500 Sepoys, and 3000 
Peons; but as moft of them had firft to march from Tmnivelly, 
it was the middle of July before they commenced hoftihties, when 
paffing by Sholavanden, they 1 educed feveral fmall polfs, command- 
ing defiles, but weakly gari ifoned, until they arrived at a moie con- 
fiderable fort, called Battal Gunta, 12 miles to the s. e. of Dmdigul, 

W'hichmade more refifiance; and the troops of Maduia having only 
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fmall guns, with much difficulty made a kind of breach, which 
they drormed, and earned on the fiift'da}- of Auguft; and imme- 
diately began to repair and add better works, but had not compleateci 
them befoie the troops of Dmdigul were reinforced fiom Myfoie, 
and taking the field encamped within fight of Battal Gunta, in 
which the troops of Madura had kept a garnfon, but the mam body 
lay without the walls. 

The equipment and depaituie of the troops which accompanied 
the Nabob into the Cainatic, and the fubfequent affiftances fent to 
Kaiical, had left the government and gairifon of Tntchmopoly fo 
bare of men, money, and floies, that Captain R. Smith could not 
undeitake the expedition he had piopofed againfl: the Myforeans, 
until all thefe wants weie fiipplied, which depended intiiely on his 
own refouices, for although the Prefldency and Colonel' Coote ap- 
pio\ed and recommended to him the mofl aflive exeitions againfl: 
the M)'fore teriitoiy, he received no affiftance either of money from 
the one nor of troops fiom the other; fo that the prepaiations ne- 
cefTaiy for the expedition prevented him fiom taking the field until 
the 6th of Auguft. His force was 50 Europeans, with two guns, 
and four cohorns, 700 Sepo} s from the garnfon of Tritchinopol) ; 
600 horfe, and 1000 Peons aimed with match-locks, moftly fent by 
Tondiman, a few belonging to the Nabob, the reft to Tanjoie ; and 
3000 Colleries from the neighbouring Polygars, who wcie content 
to ferve on very flight ftipend, in expedlation of ample plunder in the 
fertile diftnfls they weie going to invade. This armyproceeded along 
the fouthein bank of the Caveri, and on the 13th came before Pudi- 
cotah, a mud fort, fituated oil the bank of this river, about 40 miles 
to the weft of Tntchmopoly, which, with other diftiidls, the Nabob 
had ceded to the Myfoieans, when his allies, in the wai of 1753. 

On their ariival, a leport prevailed, that a large body of tioops 
were marching from Seimgapatam to Caroor. The garnfon at 
Pudicotah, converting this news into hourly expeftation of relief, 
ftood on the defenfive, and having three guns, obliged Captain 
Smith to raife a battery, which, having- nothing but field -pieces 
to mount, would not have.foon produced much ,efFe6l . . but, by 
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the time the batteiy opened, the gainfon had lavidied a\yay all 
then powder, and capitulated. The lols fuitamed in the attack 
was only three men wounded. The next day Captain Smith, ^vitli ' 
/joo of the Sepoys, and two cohorns, paffed the Caveri to i educe 
Iloor, a fort fituated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotah; 
but the garnfon evacuated it on his appeal ance. From hence he 
maiched againft Caioor, the piincipal objedl of his expedition. 

Caioor ns fituated 50 miles weft of Tiitdhmopoly, and ftands on a 
plain five miles to th-e fouth of the Cavcii, but neai another nvei, 
which falls into the Caveri at that diftance to the north. The rivei of 
Carooi was the ancient boundary between the dominions ofTiilchi- 
nopoly and Myfore; and this conteiminal fituation', undei the fe- 
cuiity of a ftrong fort, and its rule over a iich and extenfive diftndt, 
had formerly rendered it a place of great meicantile refort and opu- 
lence, and it ftill continued populous with fome wealthy inhabitants. 
The river continues at the diftance of 800 }aids oppofite to the 
fouth fide of the foit, and 1000 yards beyond, turns flioit, and ftiikes 
dll edlly north alongthis part, after the turning, and clofe to the bank, 
extends the pettah, which likewife has the other courfe of the river 
on the fouth fide; but not fb near, the extent of the pettah along 
the rivei, from fouth to north, is 1000 yards, and recedes fiom it 
about 500, fo that the efplanade between the pettah and the fort is 
500 yaids acrofs. This giound is interfedled by two water-couifes 
derived from the nvei to the fouth, one of which paffes clofe to the 
w'eft fide of the pettah, and turns along the north-fide until it rejoins 
the river to the eaft, and thus ferves as a ditch On the-W. and N ; the 
other water-courfe lies midwaj' between the fort and the pettah, and 
ftretches to the north much farther out into the plain. The whole 
of the pettah is inclofed by a mud-walh with towers, but of little 
defence. 

The fort is built of ftone, and is nearly a fquaie of 600 yards. It 
has fquare tov.7ers in the cuitam, and baftions at the four angles, 
behind each of which ftands a cavalier, or round tower of folid ma~ 
fonry, which rifes ten feet higher than the baftion. The whole fort 
IS furrounded by a dry ditch, of which the counteifcarp is faced 
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with'ftone ; and on the other fide is lined by ‘the foot of the main 
wall of the cm tain, without berm oi faulTeJjiaye ; excepting -along 
that part of the rampai t, which extends fi om the left of the great 
gateway m the middle of the eaftein fide to the baftion in the N. e. 
angle, and round it half-way along the northern wall; m which 
extent a flip of diy giound, 20 yaids broad on the eaftein fide, 
and 40 on the northern, is left as a place of arms, and flciited with 
a parapet wall, with loop-holes for mulkilry ; and round this wall 
tlie ditch, leaving the body of the foi t, continues. There was no 
glacis, but a clear efplanade of 400 yards round. The gariifon 
confifted of 800 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, 1000 matchlock-men, and 
a 2:1 eat multitude of Colleries which had been drawn fiom the 
hills towards Dindigul. Moll; of thefe troops were affembled in 
the pettah, and manned the walls on the appearance of Captain 
Smith’s detachment, which came m fight on the 17th, in the morn- 
ing, approaching fiom the eaftwaid . the river, although it had no 
wheie moie than thiee feet water, was three hundred yards m 
hi eadth. 

The neceflity of piefervmg the communication withTiitchinopoly 
required that the army fhould command the river, dunng the at- 
tack of the foit; which if advancing from a different point of fup- 
poit, they might have attacked outiight at once on the weffern face, 
and as the poffelfion of the pettah would befi; fecure the rivci. Cap- 
tain Smith piudently made this his firfi: objeft. If the.jiettah \^cie 
attacked on the eaffein fide, the rivei was to be paffed undci the fire 
of this fi ont if on the north or fouth, the attack '\’v ould be ex- 
jiofed to the additional fiie in flant or flank fiom the fort; which 
outvailed the paffage of the river, as the ground on the eaffein 
fhore was higher than the eaffein face of the pettah, which de- 
fended the paffage. Accoidingly the attack was made on thn 
fide. The field pieces were pofted in the higher ground. The tioops 
were formed into three divifions. The cavalry comp'ofed the left; 
the auxiliary foot the light; the Sepoys and Euiopeans the center.. 
All enteied the liver in this order, fupported by a brilk file from the 
artillery. The enemy feemed diljiofed to difpute the paffage, and 
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from the rampait of the pettah kept tip a conftant but ill-direfled fire 
agaiiift the center divifion; but the cannoii-ihot penetrating thiough 
their parapet did much execution, and feeing the columns to the 
right and left fai advanced in the bed of the iiVer, thej becarae“ap» 
preheiifive that their retreat to the foit might be expofed to thefe 
bodies of horle and foot on each hand;'and abandoned the defence, 
returning to the foit before either of the columns had ciofled the 
river; but they had killed and wounded fome Sepoys in the paffage. 

The plundei was given up to the troops without leferve; but they 
found little of any value, excepting gram, of which the whole crop 
of the country was in the town, but no merchants to buy it, nor had 
the ti oops ^means' to fend it away. The llreiigth of the fort, and 
the fmall number of Europeans with Captain Smith, on whoxii, 
neverthelefs, the fuccefs of the attack mufi: depend, determined 
him to proceed with all the caution neceflaiy to then prefervation, 
by opening trenches ; and more artilleiy was oidered fjom Tritchi- 
nopoly. The convenience of die pettah determined the point of 
attack againft the fouth-eaft baftion, and as ufual againft its fa- 
lient angle; the oljilanade in this line was inteirupted about half 
‘Way between the pettah and the ditch by fome flaw huts, to which 
the enemy had fet file, but left the mud-walls ftanding. The next 
moinmg, which was the 20th, a party of Sepo^-s were polled there, 
but a flrong fally of horfe and foot obliged them Ao retire, and the 
enemy lemamed in the poft: the field pieces advanced, and drove 
them fiom it, and it was again taken poffeffion of by the Sepoys . 
in a few houis the enemy made a lecond attempt, but were beaten 
off with lofi. The fituation being exadtly proper for the breaching- 
battery, an entienchment was thrown lound it, and a trench of 
communication continued to it from the pettah, to preferve the 
troops from the fire of the foit, which was iiicefiant, as well from 
their cannon as fmall aims. On the 23d the artillery with much 
difpatch arrived from Tritchinopoly ; they were one eighteen- 
pounder, two field twelve-pounders, one eight, and one nine-inch 
mortar, with five cohorns ; and by the next morning the breaching- 
battery was compleated, and anothei in the rear to the right, to en- 
^ filade 
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/ilacie the Ibuth cm tain with iicochet. Both opened at fui>-iire, 
the bleaching with fix guns, the moitars and cohoins; the ricochet 
with two field-pieces; the foit letnincd with fiimncfs, and with 
ranch vivacity, and the advantage of a ciofs file fioro the s w baf- 
tioii and cavalici on the left, and flora the mals of maloniy of the. 
gateway on the right. On the xfilh the approaches wxre earned 
on to 'wnthin forty yaids of the ditch, w’hen the file of the enern3’s 
mufquetry gi owing ftrong and fine, .Captain Smith oideied the re- 
raamdei of the ticnchestobe condudted b) double fap, wdiich is 
witheaithand grabions on each fide. The fmall numbei of Eiiio- 
peans in the detachment, wn/;h the inexpeiience of inofl of them in 
cariymg on trenches, and the continual file of the foit by night, as 
well as by day, lendeied the piogiefs of the double fap extremely 
tedious, info much, that feven da)s w’eie employed in cany mg it, 
altliough not moic than 200 yaids of wmik, to embrace the angle of 
the counteifcarp, and to fpring a mine, wTich blew it into the 
ditch. 

It was pel haps the fiifl time that the Myforeans had ever feen an 
enemy advancing under cover to the foot of their w^alls, and notwith- 
ffanding the novelty of the attack, they flifj)e 6 ted, which was true, 
that the foit might be enteied by the fame means; this appiehenfion, 
wnth the luiii that had been committed in a laige tiadt of country- 
round Caroor by the matchlock-men and horfe of Tondiman and 
Tanjore, and the whole body of colleries, who had every day been 
making excurfionSj^orompted the governor to propofe^ tei ms foi the 
cefifation of hoftihties. He began by difavownng any participation 
of the King with the body of tioops which had joined the Fiench 
in the Cai natic, and declared Hyder Ally, wdiom he filled a rebel, 
the author of that alliance and expedition; in confequenoe, he 
wanted a temporary and conditional furrender. Several inefTages 
pafTed, in the intervals of which the attack and defence was re- 
newed ; at length the eightcen-pounder, the only piece of effeflual 
'battery, burfl, and, the breach was not yet pradlicable, wdiich in- 
duced Captain Smith to agree to tlie following conditions . “ That 

an Englifh ferjeant, and fixty Sepoys, fhould immediately be put 
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ill poffeffion of the baflioii attacked, and the Englifh colouis 
“ hoifted in the fort. That the Englifh army fhould lemani in the 
“ pettah, or any wheie elfe out of the foit, keeping guaids at the 
“-counterfcaip of the ditch, for twenty days; duiing which, if no 
“ ordeis,auiv6d from Madiafs to delrver the foit again to the gover- 
“ nor. It was to be evacuated by the garnfon, who, in confideiation 
“ of their gallant defence, were tocairy away their arms and hoifes; 

but all piovilions and itores belonging to the government of 
“ Myfore weie to be left in the foit. If in this interval an army ap-- 
“ pioached from Myfore,the garnfon were in like mannei to evacuate 
“ the fort to the Enghlli tioops r four homages were to be given by 
“ the garnfon, until the conditions were ultimately decided, and an 
“ European deferter was to be funendered.” This capitulation was 
f gned on the 2d of September, and the Englifh Sepoys immediately 
took poffeffion of the baftion attacked. 

Captain Smith in his interview with Boniapah, the governor of 
the foit, was convinced that the king of Myfore had no conceit in 
fhe'affiftance which Hyder Ally had fent to the government of Pon- 
dicheiry; and Boniapah having no doubt from the ai tides of cajii- 
tulation that Caioor would be reftored to the king, piofFened to- 
withdraw the garnfon to Namcuil, a fort 20 miles to the noi th, and 
there wait the orders of Senngapatam, and Foit St. George; to which- 
Captain Smith confented under the reftridion, that none of the^ 
garnfon fhould ad againff the Englifh until the fate of Caroor was" 
detei mined at Fort St. George. Accordingly all the Myfore troops 
evacuated the place the fame day. .The acquifition was valuable and 
important; for, befides that its revenues amounted to 44,000!. a 
year, it highly aggravated the refentment of the miniftry of My^- 
fore againfl Hyder Ally, as the author of the lofs.' 

Hoftihties had continued in this arrival between theMyfoieans of 
Dmdigul, and the troops of Maduia. The Myforeans continued the 
attack of Battle Gunta for fix days, and having driven away the troops 
which fuppoi ted It without, carried the fort itfelf by affault ; but 
the defence had been maintained with refolution , for in the courfo 
of it 30 Sepoys and 20 horfemen had been kilfod and wounded; and 
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of the Peons 50 wonndedj and 40, with an officer of note, killed. The 
Madura tioops retired to a foit three miles diflant, called Gadamcotah, 
one of thofe which they had taken from theM} foi eans, and were thei e 
joined by a reinfoi cement fromMaduia, which had marched to relieve 
Battle Gunta', but came too late; this addition rendeied the v/hole 
body equal to the Myforeans, againft whom they maiched, beat up 
their camp, took their aitilleiy, recoveied poffeffion of Battle Gunta^ 
and advanced to 1 educe the other.pofls towards Dindigul 

The capitulation of Cai oor ai rived at Madi afs on the 1 3 th of Septem- 
her. On the fame day intelligence was received from Captain Preftoin 
that the body of Myforeans, which had continued with the French 
troops at Gingee, had moved from thence wdth all their baggage ; 
and on the i ith the French troops followed, both proceeding in the 
road to Thiagar. The prefidency weie by this time convinced that 
the king of My fore and Hyder Ally w’’ei*e at uttei vaiiance; but 
confidered, that eithei they might reconcile then differences, 01 that 
Hyder, as w^as moft probable, would predominate and in either of 
fhefe cafes, other fchemes might be formed by the My fore ftate to 
balance, as formerly, the conteft between the two European nations, 
againfl which Caiooi in their own hands would be the beft indemnity. 
They therefoie oideied Captain Smith to keep poffeffion, ffill with 
profeffion offamity to the king, but neither to give any affiftance, 
nor oppofe any force which the king might lend againft Hyder 
Ally, but rather to employ his detachment feparately againft the 
troops of Hyder Ally, if the opportunity ftrould occur. 

Colonel Cootc was not embarked for Bengal, when the news of 
the fticcefs againft the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and with it 
Colonel Monlbii reprefented the incapacity in which he w^as likely 
to remain for feveial months of a'dling m the Held, and requefted 
that Colonel Cpote might reffime the command of the army. 
The Prelidency fecondmg the requeft, he confented, and ar- 
lived in the camp on the night of the 20th; where he found 
the army in the greateft difcontent, efpecially the black tioops, for 
the want of provihons, owing to the avarice of the renters appointed 
by the Nabob m the conquered countiies, who, forefeeing that the 
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price of gram would rife, fuffered none to be brought to the camp. 
Sicknefs likewife pi e\' ailed, and with the wounded there u’ere 600 
Europeans in the hoijDital. 

The next day ColoneLCoote caufed the goiges of tlie ledoubts in 
the bound-hedge to be foitified, and fixed polfs m j^roper flations in 
the higher ground loiind ^the camp, fiom whence on the a — 
detachment of 200 lank and file, with the company of pioneers, 
a great number of cooleys and caipenteis, marched to a hillock of 
fand, which flood half a mile fiom the fea, and at the diflance of ’a, 
mile diredlly oppofit6 to the Madiafs redoubt in the noith fide of 
the bound-hedge. Here they were to remain, and laife a laige le- 
doubt on the table of the hill, capable of containing five hundred 
men. On the 27th in the forenoon, Colonel Coote advanced, 
with his ufual efcort of three companies of Sepoys, and 300 
black horfe, towaids the Aiiancopang redoubt, at which the ^ 
guard took panic, and firing off the guns befoie the paity were 
within point- blank- fhot, abandoned the poll, of which Colonel 
Coote took pofTeflion, and leaving the Sepoys in it, returned in 
the afternoon with workmen to letrench the gorge; on whofe 
appearance the town cannonaded and threw fhells, but without 
effedl, and the gorge was completed the next night. Early in the 
morning of the 29th, 400 of the enemy’s Europeans, with two 
field -pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt, and 
made various attempts, in all of which they were repulfed, until 
they perceived two companies of Sepoys marching on their jight 
to gain then rear, whom Colonel Coote, who was always eaily 
abroad, had fent fiom the Valdore redoubt; on which the enemy 
retreated, but as they were going off received the fire of the Sepoys,' 
who were themfelves expofed to a fbong, but diflant fire fiom 
the town. The enemy had two ofEceis and feven privates killed, 
and the adjutant of the Lorrain regiment with 1 8 wounded. None 
were killed in the redoubt; and only one Sepoy in the plain* 
Fifty Europeans were appointed to be the guard in future, as fuffi- 
cient for the hidden defence, until leinforced; and' more would have 

been 
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been -annecefrarily expofed to the £re of fhot and thells, which con- 
tinued and reached fi om the town. 

In that pait of the limits, which is immediately behind the Ma- 
di afs ledoubt, was a regular village of feveral ftreets, called, from 
Its intention,' the Blancherie, in which all the cloths purchafed for 
the Fiencti company at Pondicheiry weie bleached, and warehoufes 
'Weie built in the village to leceive them. As thefe buildings would 
not only affoid fhelter but convenience to the Englifli troops, the 
enemy refolved to defti oy them, and to ftrengthen the Madrals i e- 
doubt, with the ground about it. They began to demolifh on the. 
30th of September, of which Colonel Coote received intelligence, and 
faw the intention. He went the next da}', with his ufual efcoit of 
Sepoys and black horfe, as if he only meant to review the progrefs> 
of the ledoubt he had ordered to be raifed to the noith of the 
hedge, in which Majoi Jofeph Smith commanded for the week. 
Aft^i dinner, both officeis mounted their hories, and proceeded 
with the efcort along the ftrand of the fea, towards the limits' 
of Pondicherry, as if they only meant to reconrioiti e. The bound- 
hedge ceafeth at ibme cliflance from the water-mark, and left an 
opening on the fand, which the enemy had negledled to clofe or 
obftrudt. As Icon as near this opening, ^Colonel Coote oidered the 
Sepoys to form in three paities, and the horfe to divide equally with 
them; but the Sepoys having entertained no fiilpicion. that they 
weie led to fuch an attack, boggled; on which he oiHered the horle 
to cut down whoever lefufed to advance, or attempted to run awa!y;-, 
and the Sepoys, afhamed of then backwaidnefs, recoveied their 
Ipiiit. Two of the divifions went off to the' right, one to -force 
thiough the bound-hedge, 500 yards beyond the Madrafs redoubt 
on Its left, the other to attack the redoubt itfelf, whilft Colonel 
Coote with Jofeph Smith remained along the fea'-fhore, ready to. 
pufh, and gam the fear of the hedge, and all the thiee attacks were 
to be made at the fame time. ’ There' were fome fmall pieces of 
camion in-the redoubt, and feveral guards of Sepoys along the infide 
of the hedge, all of which kOpt up a conftant fire, but at too great 
adiftance, whilft the two pai ties fent to the right were advancing 
" to 
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to the ground oppofite then rel})ective attacks. All bore down 
propel ly, as it had been concerted. Colonel Coote’s divifion 
eahly pufhed round, and that on the right through the hedge; 
and as Toon as within both advanced, driving the guards before 
them, to gain the real of the redoubt, againfi which the divihon 
which attacked it had mot fucceeded, having more difficulties and 
refiftance to encouiitei; but as foon as the guaid faw the danger 
approaching from either hand within the hedge, they abandoned the, 
redoubt, and retreated haftily into the warehoufes of the bleaching 
town,Avhich flood within 200 yards inclofed with a high wall. Five 
Sepoys were killed, and the fame number wounded 111 the diffeient 
attacks. AlFthe thice companies, with an Enfign. were left at the 
redoubt; Colonel Coote and Major Smith returned, the Major to his 
pofi:, the Colonel to the camp, fiom whence he fent off a paity of pio- 
rieei s with gabions and fafemes under the command of Enfign Mac- 
‘mahon, to ^clofe and letrench the gorge of- the redoubt; but they 
were firft to proceed to Major Smith’s poft, from whence they 
were to be accompanied by a detachment of European foldiers : but 
Macraahon, miflaking his oiders, did not call for this neceffary 
reinforcement. In war more than 111 all the other occupations of 
man, negleft rarely fails to bung on its own punifhment _ - 
At midnight, whilft the" pioneers Avei e at woik,'they weie fud- 
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys, detached frorri 
the town. The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in 
the redoubt, abandoned- it on the firfi: onfet, in which Enfign 
Macmahon was killed; and the pioneers, fiirprized and defencelefs, 
efcaped as they could; what Sepoys were within the ledoubt 
jumped out; .but the greatefi; part, who wei-e ftationed round, en- 
couraged by a Subahdar named -Coven Naig, kept with him, and 
gained the ]ilain at fome diftance without flight, where they formed, 
under his direftion, and followed him_to recover the pofl. , They 
mounted the outfide of the lampait, gained footing on the infide, 
kept It, and continued a hot fire on the area below, efpecially 
towaids the gorge. The enemy imputed -this lefolution to 
much greater numbers than they expedted, and than really were at 
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the poft, and m this fuppofition ictieated to the bleaching-honfe. 
Soon aftei came op a ftiong patt}- of Euiopeaiis detached on the fird: 
dung by Major Smith from Ins poft to the noith. In the different 
aftions from the drd: affaolt, thiee piiyate Euiopeans, befides enfign 
Macmahon, weie killed, and 30 Sepojs killed and wounded. The 
enemy the next moiliing eiefled a battery of four pieces of cannon 
at the end of a lane, which joined the fti cet of the BJancherie, lead- 
ing as well as that in a fliaight line to the leai of the ledoubt, on 
which they continued hung two dajs without killing any of the 
guaid, and then having other occupations they dehded ; fome muE 
ketn ftill continued m the bleaching-houfe, but were diiven out the 
next day, and abandoned the village. 

The acquifition of theMadiafs redoubt completed the entirepofTef- 
don of the bound-hedge fiom the fea-diore to the noith, as far as 
the river of Aiiancopang to the s. e. ; and turned againfl the town, 
with cveiy advantage, the line of ciicumvallation intended for its 
defence. But the giound to the fouth along the couife of the -nvei, 
from the redoubt of Aiiancopang to the fea, \vas ftill open, and the 
river fpreadmg over fheets of fand, which weie often diy, vas all 
times, excepting in the rainy feafon, fordable; and to fpcure the 
pafTdge, Mr. Lally had fome months before eiefled a ledoubt, which 
he called St. Thomas, m a fmall ifland of fand in the iiver, oppodte 
to the center of this face of the town, and about 500 yaids from the 
walls. The rams weie now approaching, and the redoubt, if im- 
jmediately taken poffefdon of, could not be maintaind by the Enghdi 
aimy aftei the nver fliould dll, and as ufual oveiflow the country; 
for which icafon' Colonel Coote dcferied the ledudtion of it, until 
the lains were paffed. In the' mean time effoits were fhli to be 
appiehended to bung providons into the tov/n ; for the French 
tioops, which had followed the lad; dividon of the Myforeans to 
Thiagar, continued theie; and although the mam body of tne 
Myforeans had left Thiagar, no intelligence .was yet leceiyed of their 
departure to their own countiy. 

The French force which had marched to Thiagar, was 400 > 
"European foot, 5150 European horfe, and 1000 Sepoys, The 
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jjttle aim}' of obfervation, under the -command of Captain 
Piefton, was not equal tO'.an open encounter with this foice ; he, 
however, with his ulual aflivitj, deteimined to gj\e them all the 
interruption in his power, and oideied -Captain Mai tin, v\ ho, with 
the free company of 50 Fienclimen, was abtoad with the Poljgai of 
Ventivalum in the hills to the fouth of Gingee, to hang in the leai 
of the enemv’s maich.: and mov’od himfelf w*ith the mam body of his 
divifion from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motions at Viciavandi, 
left -they fliould turn, and lay^ wafte the lecoveied diftrifls between 
this place and Veidachilum. Mai tin knowing the country, and ufing 
the night, picked up twelve EuiopeanS’of the French troops. The} 
reached the Panar juft as it was fwelled by a fudden flood and per- 
ftftiag nevertheleft to croft it, fbme of them were cained au^ay and 
drowned in the ftream, which the Myforeans had pafTed with eafe 
Tefoie the fteftes came down. As'foon as Piefton was airived at 
Vicravandi, the garnfon remaining at Gingee marched and aflault- 
ed Ratlagiammon, tn which had been left only two companies of 
Sepoys, who defended the .jxift with refolution, and obliged the 
enemy to retire, after they had loft fourteen Europeans killed in the 
attack, and leaving an ofticer and three wounded, who weie made 
prifbners. Pi eftoii 1 eceiving intelligence, that the French troops and 
the Myforeans were aflembled at Thiagar, returned from Vicra- 
vandi to Raltagrammon, left they fhould return ftiddenly during 
his abfence, and attempt to move to Pondicherry with the convoy of 
hullocks which ftill continued^ at Gingee. 

By this time the preftdency knew the caufe of the departure of 
■>the'laft body of Myforeans from Gingee to. Thiagar, but were not 
able to< account for' the march of the French troops fo far to 
the weftward, at a time when their utmoft efforts became every day 
more neceflary to efcort the provifions they had collefled, into Pon- 
dicherry. 

In the beginning of the yeai, Balagerow, the general and regent of 
the Morattoes, fent an army of 8000 horfe, and the fame nvimber of 
/oot, with cannon, under the command of an officer of fervice, 
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named Vizvazy punt, 'v/hich ciofTed the Kiiftna in the month of 
Febiu?iiy, and advancing to the fouthwaid flopped fiequently to 
exa6l contiibutions fiom foits and fliong holds m the way; feveral 
of which, on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they 
halted and encamped at Chmabalabaram, on the confines of Myfoic 
to the N. E. and not far from the hills to the n. w. of the Cainatic, 
fiom whence Vizvazypunt fent letteis", fignif}ing expeftations of 
money, but pi offering affiflance to the Nabob ^Mahomed Ally ; and 
others to the king of Myfore, demanding with more authority 
the aireaisof the chout, or tiibute, to which the Moiattoe nation 
pietends a right from all the conntiies in the peninfula. At this 
time H^dei Ally, at Seimgapatam, the capital of hlyfoi'e, had, as 
if ill difgufl, refigned his employments of general and mimfler . he 
had fome time befoie coneluded his treaty with M. Lally, and fent 
oft the body of 4000 Myfoieans, which came to Pondicherry under 
the command of his brother-iii-law Mu6loon Saheb ; relying on this 
alliance, apd hib own courage, he was fo affuied of his importance 
and fafety, that he abided at a town within thi ce miles of Seringa- 
patam, with all his family of women, attended only by 300 hoife- 
men, who were of pioved fidelity and refolution. Agents accompanied 
the letters of Vizvazypunt, with whom the king concerted, that 
their mailer fliould move with his army to Seimgapatam, as if to 
haffen by intimidation the levy of a laige contribution, which the 
king had privately confented to pay. Hyder Ally fuppofed, that 
then appioach would icmflate him in the command of the king’s 
foices to oppofe them, and difcovered when near, that the Moiat- 
toes had engaged to fcizc his perfon ; on which he mounted in the 
dead of night, accompanied by fome of ins horfemen, and left his 
whole family behind. Some Moiattoes followed them, whom he 
out-fliipped, and the next day arrived at Bangalore, a flrong city 
60 miles to the north of Sermgapatam. Being the bringerofhis 
own eriand, he had time, and found means to engage fome of the 
officers, who pi evaded on the reft to declaie they would abide by 
his fortunes ; and m confequence they ffiut the gates. From this 
letreat he immediately fent orders to his brother-in-law, to quit the 
VoL. II, 4S Carnatic 
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». Carnadc with ail the tioops under his command, and to mamh, 
avoiding the Morattoes, to Bengalore. Mul%oii Sabeb had lecened 
the letteis, when he moved fiom Pondicheirj on the i6th of Aii- 
giih; but concluding H}der Ally to be in fafety foi a while at Ben- 
galoie, and believing either that a leconciliation v\>ould talm place 
between Tim and the King, after the letieat of the Morattoes; oi 
other wife, that Hyder Ally might think it mod; expedient to come 
himfelf, and join the Fiench, for the lake of the ceffions flipulated 
in the treaty, he detei mined, although not to letiiin to Pondicheny, 
to continue in the Cainatic, and in confequence employed, as we 
have feen, his tioops againf; Tiinomaly, and other places m that pait 
of the country, until he received, in the beginning of September, far- 
ther intelligence fi om Hyder Ally, which left noaltei native to his de- 
parture; on which he recalled the 800 horfe which w^ere at Gingee,and 
without fohcitation, with an integiity rare in the politics of India, 
requefted the French force to accompany them in order to receive 
back the poiTeffion of the foi t of Thiagar, which he without ftipula- 
tion tendered of his own accoid. On their ariival tliere on the 
J^th of September, he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc- 
cafioii their future affidance, and thiee days after maiched away 
with his whole force to join his brother. The French left 200 Eu- 
ropean foot, and five companies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the reff, 
being the fame number of foot, 1 50 European horfe, and thiee com- 
panies of Sepoys, returned to Gingee. 

The reditution of Thiagai, and the departure of the Myfoie tioops 
out of the province, confirmed the veracity of the king’s difavowal 
of any paiticipation m that expedition, and the Prefidency repeated 
then oiders to Captain Smith and the troops of Maduia to ceafe hof- 
tilities in the Myfore diftiidls. Previous to the receipt of thefe or- 
ders, Captain Smith had fent a detachment from Caioor, againft" a 
fort called Pudicotah, different from that he had taken in his ap- 
proach. It,ifands nine miles to the n. e. of Caroor on the fouth 
bank of the Caveii. The gainfon evacuated it on the appeal ance of 
the detachment, who left a pai ty to hold it, and returned to Caroor. 
The v/ant of money prevented any fai ther operations ; for, although 
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the levenues of the couiitiy i educed exceeded 300,000 lupees a 
}'eai,the devaftation of the auxiliary hoi fc and foot which could not 
be leftiauied, left no conti ibutions to laife. Captain Smith, theie- 
foie, ictuined with a ,part of his command to Tntchinopo'} , and 
on the way fent oft a detachment to leinflatc two polygais, who 
had been diiven out of their pollams by the tioops of Dindigul, fiorn 
whom the detachment met no refiftance, as the govei noi of Dindignl 
had received oiders, in confequenc of the capitulation of Carooi, to 
ceafe hoffilitics againft the pofTeffions of the Nabob Bv this time the 
tioops of Madura had taken file other forts between Batal Gunta 
and DindiguI, in all feveir, and continued to keep poffeffion of them 
until farther ordeis, encamping then main body at Batal Gunta, 
and keeping flight guaids in the otheis. Captain Smith arriv^ed in 
the beginning of Odlobei at Madiafs, to give an account of his ex- 
jiedition, and the ftatc of the conqueied countr} ; and foon aftei re- 
turned to his command in Tiitchinopoly. 

As foon as it was afcei tamed that the INIyfoieans had quitted the 
piovincc, Colonel Coote, to fave the heavy expence of the black ca- 
valiy, difchaiged 500 of them, moftly thofe bi ought by Maphuze 
Khan, which reduced the numbei to 800, of which 500 were with 
Prefton, and the 1 eft with himfelf in the camp. A pai ty, with fome 
bullocks, advancing from Gingee, ai lived on the 2d of Odlobcr at 
Malamoodi, a village twehc miles from Pondicheir) between the 
ri\ei of Ariancopang and the Panai, intending to jnifli into the 
town in the night under the, piotedlion of St. Thomas ledoubt. 
On intelligence of their appioach, Colonel Coote detached all the 
ca^alry in the camp, vhich, befides the black, weie one of the two 
tioops of Europeans, to he in their way of which the party got 
mtelligence, and, leaving their bullocks, leturned dm mg the nighr, 
and m then return three officeis, who lagged behind in their palan- 
kms, weic taken b} fome black horfe and Sepo)s, which Captain 
Prefton had detached to harafs the party from Ratalgrammon. ' 

The army had hitherto continued on the ground between Oul- 
garry and the nvei of Aiiancopang, were thej had encamped im- 
mediately after the fuccefs of the bound-hedge. This ground is always 
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ovei flowed in the lain) fe.ifon, of which the figns encieafed every 
day; and on the 6th the whole aimy maiched ofl'hy the left, and 
encamped on the iidge of the Rcd-hill, a mile and halfneaiei the 
bound-hedge than their iiifl encampment at Peiimhe, but to the left 
of that giound The heighth and fandy foil of this fituation 
di allied and djied the wet as fall as it fell, and fecuied at leafr the 
tioojis fiom this inclemency undci foot, and laige cafeins of mat 
and bamboo weie built to flieltei them fiom the other. 

Atone the next moining, filing of cannon and mufleetiy was 
heaid in the load of Pondicheiiy. Befidcs fmaller craft, three 
Ficnch lliips, the Ileimiohe, the Baleine, and the Compagme dcs 
Indes wcie at anchoi befoie the town, as iieai the fuif as pnidence 
peimitted, and undci the command of loo guns, mounted along the 
woiks on this fide, and the fliand, to piote6l the load. Thefe fhips 
wei c intended to wait until the floi my weathei , and then fail to ports 
to the fouthwaid, and return with piovifions, of which the preven- 
tion would m that feafon become piccanous, even flioukl the Eng- 
lifli fquadion be able to continue m fight of Pondicheiiy. Mr. Ste- 
vens had foi fomc time detei mined to cut them out of the load. His 
Iquadion always continued at anchoi befoie Cuddaloie. A foitnight 
before the prefeiit, a night had been fixed ; but the fhips beginning 
to hold out their boats befoie it was daik, they weie peiceived by 
telefcopes fi om Pondicherry ; and men weie immediately fent fiom the 
fliore to leinforce the Fiench fhips; which was likewife dlfco^ ered by 
the fquadron, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the defign, until the 
enemy’s fufpicions fhould have ceafecl. In the mean time the Tyger 
of 6o guns was fent to continue near Pondicheny, and anchored a- 
little to the fouth, tv.'-o miles fiom the fhoie. On the night of the 
6th, the enterpiize was lefumed. The boats, fix and twenty, weie 
hoifted out after dark, and manned with 400 failors, moftly volun- 
teeis, and failed to the Tyger, where all affembled^at 12. Soon after 
they perceived the lights in the great cabin of the neaiefl; fliip, 
the Heimionc, extinguifhed, and concluding that the officeis weie 
gone to reft, fet off for the attack. The boats moved in two divi- 
lions, one allotted to the Heimioiie, the othei to the next fliip, the 

Baleine 
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Baleiiie ; the attack of the Comp^gme des Indes was to depend on 
the fuccefs of thefe. To pi event deviation, the boats of each divi- 
•hon moved in aline, holding to one another by i opes. The niches 
of the oais were coveied with frefli flieep-llcin, to prevent creaking. 
The watch-word by which die men \/eie to know one another in 
the attack, vas Cathchait, a found which few Frenchmen can pro- 
nounce. It lightened continually, as ufual in the nights befoie the 
change of the monfoon; neverthelefs, the divihon to the Heimione 
got within piftbl-fliot of her ftern, before they weie difcoveied; 
when the boats fepaiating, langed equally on each fide of the 
finp, and two wept foiwaid to the bows to cut the cables. During 
this appioach, all hands in the fliips were up, and filing muiketiy 
on the boats, and fliot came fiom the guns of the Compagme des 
Indes, which lay to command both the other fiiips. T he Hermione 
was boaided in as many paits as there were boats round her. The 
crew, which weie 70 Euiopeans, behaved '\vell, defending them- 
felves and the flup with pikes and piffcols, when the attack came 
hand to hand. The man who fiifi: attempted to cut the cable had 
his head cut off by an officer Handing to guaid it in the bows, nevei- 
thelefs numbers pi evaded, and the crew weie all driven or tumbled; 
down the hatch-ways; for no conceit of furrender could take place, 
or be ti lifted. As foon as they weie all down, the hatches were 
clofed and centinels fixed over them, and then the mizen topfail, 
the only fail bent, was fet to carry off the fhip, winch feveral 
boats were likewife leady to tow* but by this time, the fhoie, 
which had waited until the firins: of the attack had ceafed in the 

O 

ftnp, began a violent cannonade, of v/hich the lightning diredted 
the aim, and ftiot continually ftiuck* one deftToyed the wheel of the' 
rudder, killed the two men who weie fteeimg, and cut the tiller 
rope. The piifoneis confinedTelow deteried every one from going 
down into the gun-room to fix another rope to the rudder, and the 
-fingle fail was not fufficient to fteer the fibip, the boats remained 
the only means of carrying her off, and they tugged with fuch 
violence, that they continually fnapt the towmg-iopes. Mean 
while the fire contipued from the ftiore. At length, fome imagined 

that 
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that the fliip had no motion, and lefiftcd by a cable and anchoi 
concccded niiflcr hci keel ; on winch the officei -who commanded 
the attack, lelolved to Iea^e hci. The piifoneis below were told, 
that It was detci mined to fet her on fire, on which they came up 
icadih to i)ecairicd off in the boats, which rowed away with them 
to tile T\ger. When armed on board, the Captain, Digby Dent, 
faid he fhould fend his own men, if the divifion did not imme- 
diately return to bung off the fliij'). This fpirited lebuke pi evaded, 
all the boats fet off again and met the flnp half a mile neaier; for 
the land-wind had fprung up and was diiving her out. 

The difpolitions foi the attack of the Baleine, weie the fame, and 
fucceeded moic cafih. 1 he crew made little refiftance; only two 
men weie killed befoie the}- fuiiendered. The rudder of the diiji 
was adioie, but fcvcial lads wcie bent to the yaids which lufficed 
to move and fleer hci , and fhe w as hi ought, and anchoi ed neai the 
T}gei, bcfoic the Baleine came up. No attempt was made on the 
Compagnie des Indcs. 

By this time the tvant of pro^idons pieffed fo hard, that Mr. 
Tally alfembled a geneial council, and propofed the immediate 
expulfion of the black inhabitants, wdio reprefented that their 
fidelity alone to thofe who might condemn them to this fevere ca- 
lamity had left it in their power to inflidlit. by their removal, 
likewife, all the Europeans w'ould be deprived of their domeftics 
and from thefe confidcrations the alTembly broke up without de- 
cifion; but fome from feai of the other inconveniences of the 
blockade during the ftormy weathe?, icquefled permiflion of Colonel 
Coote to fend away then families cither to the Dandh oi Dutch fet- 
tlements on the coaft, which weie neutral in the war; and paffports 
were granted. 

Intelligence was received on the i ith, that the ganifon intended 
to march out a detachment of 400 men, to ftorm the Madi afs re- 
doubt in the bound-hedge, and then pufh on to attack the iaige re- 
doubt, which the Englifii aimy had railed to the north of it; oh 
which the picquets of the camp marched, and took pofl half-way, 111 
order to fall on the leai of the detachment, being difcovered, the 

enemy 
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enemy made no motion, but the next day the town fired hotly, but 

without execution, on the Ariancopang ledoubt. 

- The winds had for fome days veeied and ftrengthened ; and on 
the 22d and 23d, the tv/o Adroirals failed out of the road of Cud- 
dalore with all the fhips, excepting four, ^^hlch two days after, on 
flifpicionof ftoimy weather, went away hkewjfe. Then depaituie 
was unexpedled, becaufe contiary to Mr. Stevens’s declaration, that 
he would not quit the coaft until compelled by the utmofl ne- 
cefiity, which had not yet come. As foon as they difappeared, the 
Compagme des Indes, and a floop which was in the load, pieparcd 
as had been forefeen.lo put to fea. The flnp failed on the 30th to 
bring provilions from Tianquebai, and the floop aimed with feveral 
guns was intended to cruize in the offing for the giain-boats, which 
at this feafon of the year come with the wind and curient from the 
northern to the fouthein parts of the coafl:, and generally fail in 
fip-ht of the fhore. The foui men of war which left Cuddaloie on 

O 

the 23d, anchored on the ifl of November off Alamparvah, 
from whence they fell down on the 4th to the load of Pondicheiiy, 
and gave infoimation, that Mr. Stevens was gone with the other 12 
fliips of the fquadion to refit them in the bay of Tiincomaly. 

Captain Piefton, on the i8th of Odtober, detached fome black 
horfe and Sepoys from his poft at Ratlagrammon, who came back 
with 400 head of cattle of thofe collefted by the French, which 
were giazing in the country round the pettah of Gingee. The de- 
tachment was neither oppofed 01 piiifued, although a confideiable 
party of the French troops was then m the pettah ready to march. 
This paity moved on the 21ft; they weie 200 Euiopeans and 
Coffrees, 400 Sepoys, 100 Euiopean and as many black horfe. 
They croffed the iiver Panai on its decline, and on their arrival at- 
Thiagar, a detachment larger than their number was foimed, and 
marched away, to attack the fort of Chandamungalum, which ffands 
half-way towaids Trmomalee. the fori was garrifoned by four or 
five companies of Sepoys, with a few Europeans from Chittapet, 
who repulfed the affault uith uncommon ability, having killed 
ten Euiopeans and 40 Sepoys, and wounded 50 Sepoys and 20 

horfes ; 
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hoifcs; after which the French paity attempted nothing moie. but 
leturned to Thiao;ar. 

Captain Prefton, on the hrft intelligence of their motion from 
Gingee, fet out, as before, to follow them with the gieateft pait of his 
foice from Ratlagi ammon, but when ariived on the 2.4th near Villa- 
poium, found the in-ei fwelled, and continued on the bank, in expedla- 
tion of Its fall; and on the ill of November, the gairifon of Gingee, 
being ftronger than the foice he had left at Ratlagi ammon, again 
detached a pai ty of 2 5 Eui opcan horle and 20 foot with three com- 
panies of Sepo}S and fome black cavaliy, to drive away all the 
cattle about this place, which by the late captures and purchafcs 
■made foi the camp were many herds. Captain Robeit Fletcher, 
who commanded during the abfence of Pieftoii at Ratlagrammon, 
waited until the enemy began to retieat with the cattle they had 
gatliered, when he appealed with 50 black hoife, and three com- 
panies of Sepoys in then leai, and folloived them fix miles, but 
as if cautious of coming too clofe to their fiie; which continually 
drew it fiom them; when, perceiving that they had almoft ex- 
pended then ammunition, he approached nearer, and engaged them 
regulaily, which they fcaicely fuftained, and fooii broke, and all their 
Sepoys flung down their aims. Fifteen 6f them were killed, and 
30 with a Subadar or Captain made piifoneis of the Europeans, 
fix were killed, or fell wounded, and 150 mulkets weie colledled. 
The next day, Fletcher, with a ftronger foice, marched again 
fiom Ratlagrammon, and contiiving his time, ai rived at night, and 
enteied thepettah of Gingee, which has but a flight wall, by flir- 
prize, fet lire to it in eveiy part, and met no reliftance, excepting 
the unceitain file of the cannon from the hills above, and on Jhis 
return he drove off a gi eater number of their cattle than the enemy 
had taken the day befoi e. 

The fiequent, although flendei attempts and enterprizes, which 
had been made by the bod) of French troops in the field, in order 
eithei to fupply Pondicherry with provifions, to gam plunder, 01 to 
-create diverlions of the Englilh force, had in the whole expended 
more than three, hundred Europeans; moft-of the refl; were now at 
^ Thiagar, 
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Thidgar, and from the force lemaining at Gmgee, including what the 
gariifon might on occafion fpare, no attempt of convoys to Pon- 
dicheriy beyond the provihons of a few days were tp be appre- 
hended. They had loft, if ever it lay open, the opportunity, when they 
were in full force. Neverihelets the number of troops remaining at 
Pondicherry, with the defences and ammunition, ftill fecured the town 
from Pvery danger, excepting famine ; and -Mr. Lally not impru- 
dently preferied that the troops he had detached, fhould remain abroad, 
where they might do fome fervice, and would fubhft thcmfelves, 
rather than return to confume in Pondicheriy the flendei {lock of 
provilions, of which they had fupphed fo little. He now withed 
even to add more to their numbei for another puipofe, on which 
ill fortune and neceffity obliged him to rely as the likelieft means 
that remained of relieving the diftrelfes of Pondicherry. 

The French fquadon, which had left the coafl: on the iff of 
October of the pieceding }ear, arrived on the 15th of November at 
the ifle of France. This ifland never furnilhed piovifions fufficient 
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been fo much exhaufted of the 
Poles colle< 51 :ed fiom abioad, by vidlualhng the fquadron at their 
departuie for the coaft, that little remained to afford them on their 
return; and this fcarcity had been injudicioufly encreafed by the 
equipment of two veffels, which had been fent to attack the Englifh 
fadlones in the gulph of Perfia, In this diftiOfs, it was refblved to 
follow the example of the preceding year, and to fend three ihips 
of burthen, under the convoy of the Centaur of 74 guns, belonging'- 
to the French Company, to purchafe provifions at the Cape of 
Good Hope. But Mr. D’Ache piopofed to give the command of the 
Centaur to the captain of the King’s fhip the A 61 :if;-on which all the 
captains of the Company’s fhips of war protefted againP this pre- 
ference, as derogatory to their own rights ; and whilft the tedious dif- 
putalions ufiial on fuch occafions were cany mg on in writing, with 
much acerbity and little public zeal, the annual tempeft of the ele- 
ments m this chihate aiofe in the night of the 27th of January, and 
lafted without intermiffion, and with the utmoft excefs, foi 36 hours. 
Thirty-two veffels in the port of Mauritius were torn from their j 
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anchois ; but all,, excepting one of 30 guns, were, flopped by the- 
ooze of the bay from di^ving on the rocks which fiaize the fhore; 
on which all -the fmallei ciaft were ftianded and wiecked. The- 
rum was greater on the land. All the vegetation of provifions. 
above the furface was deflroyed. The cattle and fowls weie wadied ’ 
away by the toiients, or pciifhed by the inclemency, and .of .the 
magazines of giain, which aie all built of wood, fome weie, over- 
thrown, and the reft opened by the ivind to the ram. Three months ' 
w.eie. employ ednn repanng the damages of the marine and flioie. 
In this interval,' fome few piovifions w'eie bi ought by fome Hading, 
veffels of the Colony from h'ladagafcai , and the furplus of the ifland 
of-Bouibon.. On the 26th of May it w'as detei mined to fend four 
fhipsof \var, as faft as they could be equipped, 111 order 'to fubfiftat; 
Foul-point in Madagafcar. On the 8th of June, 'arrived a veffel 
from Fiance, appiifing, that an aimament was, fitting out in E.ngland 
to attack the twm iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon ; m confequence 
of which,. the Fiench goveinment had fent the^iegiment of Cam- 
bray, of 700 men, to reinforce them; and the fqnadron, if jat Mau- 
ritius, was ordered to continue theie; and, if, gone to the coaft, to , 
be. immediately recalled. Thefe orders determined Mr,. D’Ache,. 
to 1 emain with the .greatefl part of his finps for the defence of - 
the ifland,’ but to fend away thofe before allotted to h-Iadagafcar ; 
which, to fave the confumption of vidluals, were not to leturn to 
the. ifle of France until the 2oih of Auguft: if ,at this time they - 
received no direflions how to a6t, the council of war might proceed 
to.vthe execution of any fervice, of which the condition of the fhips^ 
might 'be ’deemed capable . meaning to intimate, that they might, , 
if -they chofe it, go to the coafi; of Coromandel. The Centaur, 
failed foi Madagafcar on the i6th of June, but the. other three 
notiin lefs then a i month after, by w'hich time the regiment of 
Cambiay -was ai rived in feveral of the Company’s fhips fromc 
France. The mews of the florm was bi ought to. Pondicherry by 
the-Heimione and Baleine in July, but by detaining the failois foi a, 
while on board, the report Avas kept Tccret, until others properly . 
fabncatednnTgivenout, perfuaded the colony, and -the enemy, at their j 
4 ‘ gates, 
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gates,' that the fquadioii ftiongly reiofoiced ftom Fiance might be 
every day expe6ted:on the coaft. Iivthe middle of 061 obei, letters 
difpatched from Maniitms to Mahe, on the coaft of Malabai , ar- 
rived from hence, with infoimation of the depaiture of the four 
fbips to Madagafcar, and dubious alfuiances of their intention to 
come at all events to Pondicheiry. Mr.'Lally had always regarded 
the operations of the fquadion as fo unzealous and indecihve, that 
he was convinced thefe fliips would iiot make the effoit. He, how- 
ever, concealed this opinion, and the mtclligence concerning the 
fuppofed attack of Mauritius fiom England; but ga^e out that the 

- fhips gone to Madagafcar, and moi e, might be expefted at Pondi- 
^cberiy with the legiment of Cambiay on boaid. But, delpairiiig 

of the relief he pietended, he perfnaded the Council to conclude'a 
treaty -foi tlie affiftance of the body of Mbiattoes under 'the com- 
mand of Vizvazypunt, which had lately letuined fiom Serin gapa- 

• tarn in Myfoie to the confines of the Cainatic, 

; Vizvazypunt, on his firfl appioach fi om 'the Ki iftna, Ead in April 
fent! letters to Pondicherry, tendeiing the fame affiftance to theFi ench 

- as he was offeung to the Nabob and-the Englifh: a vague correfpon- 
dence had continued in confequence of thefe overtures ; but, on his 

aieaier approach, hli, Lally fent two agents! to his ^ camp. The 
Morattoe required a fum of leady money in' hand, ‘and the ceffion 
of the fortrefs of Gingee,' which, befides the influence it would gii^e 
Balagerow in the. province of Arcot, was the with of a national 

• point of honoui, fince Gingee had, until the beginning of the 
piefent century, been the capital of a race of Morattoe kings, ‘whofe 
'dominion extended from the Colei oon' to the Paliar. The Council 
'empowered the agents to agiee that Gingee fhould be delivered' to 
'him as foon as the Englifh aimy retreated from Poridicheriy, and 

that 500,000 rupees fliould be paid him 'when his own appeared'in 
fight of the town. 'All the French- troops abroad were to- join' the 
Morattoes as/fbon-as they pafled the hills, and enteied thecpio- 
'■vince. If thefe teims were- not leadily accepted, the age'ntshvefe to 
infinuate that, although the difl:refles>'ofl Hyder Ally had' broke aiiy 
'farther expedtations <of afliflance ffom-him,'the king-^oflVIyfore him- 

4Tz felf 
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felf would be glad to obtain Gingee on the fame terms; when the 
Moiattoes would be precluded fiom the probability of gaming any 
" advantage by their expedition to the Cainatic. 

Blit as the negociation might.bfe piotracled, and provifions, even 
for a few dajs, were become of gicat importance, Mi. Lally qidered 
the troops abroad to make what effbit they could before the lains 
'' ceafed ; and as Gingce was fo clofely watched by Pi eflon’s com- 
mand, he dirc6ied the mam body to continue and aft fiom Thiagar, 
from whence, by the diftance, and the natute of the countiy be- 
tween, then motions would be lefs liable to be afcertaincd and m- 
tei rupted. In the mean time, as well to fave the confnmption in 
^ the town, as to convince the Moiattoes that the troops in gaiufbn 
weie moie than fufhcient to defend it, he lefolved to fend out more 
to join thofe already in the field. Accoidingly, on the night of the 
I ft of November, lOo Europeans cioffed the river of Ariancopang 
in boats, and were proceeding along the fea-flioie, from whence they 
intended to turn inland, and gam their way to the weft between 
the two riveis, expedlmg no interruption, as the rains were almoft 
continual, and had drenched the plain . but m the clofe of the even- 
ing, a guard of Sepoys had been advanced from the foit of Arian- 
copang, and took poft on the ftrand of the fea ; they fired on 
the fiift alaira upon the French party, who, imagmmg their force 
greater, and that it had been ftationed on pui pofe to intercept them, 
hurried back to their boats, and i egained the town ; only one of the 
Sepoys was killed ; the enemy’s lofs was not known, butwasfup- 
pofed to be more. 

Exceffive ram ftopped any farthei operations between the Englifh 
camp and the French troops for feveral days, during which, both 
continued intent only on the fta. ,To oppofe the armed boats of 
the town, fome were equipped in the like manner at Cuddalore, 
which on the 7th took a boat coming with paddy from Tranque- 
bar, and another going thither Y^ith effedls of value ; and intelli- 
gence being received that the ftiip la Compagnie des Indes, with a 
fchooner and feveral fmaller veflels, were taking in provifions there. 
Commodore Haldan detached two of the men of war with orders 

' ^ to 
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to feize them, and every other veffel which had moie than the 
provihons of their own diet on board. They came into the road 
on the 8th, where they found the Salifbniy ^of 50 guns arrived 
from Triconomaly, vdiich had anchoied clofe to the'Compagme des 
Indes, and kept her undei command, waiting ordeis fiom the Com- 
modore. The Compagnie des Indes ftruck on the fiift fummons ; 
and the fchooner, which was loaded with 400 bags of wTeat, and 
fome barrels of lalted meat, lan afliore. The fmaller veffelsin the 
road efcaped to the fouthward ; and the Sahlbury failed aw'^ay with 
the piize to rejoin Admiral Stevens at Triconomaly. The news of 
this lofs was received in Pondicherry with as much concern as a dif- 
after m the field. * The Danifh government fent deputies to Colonel 
Coote, with a proteft againft the infra 61 ion of the neutrality of their 
port ; but wet e ftiewm intercepted letters, which pi oved their alfift- 
anceto the French agents, and filenced their remonftrances. 

On the 9th of the month, a iicochet battery of four eighteen- 
pounders W'as finiftied in a ruined village, 1 400 yards to the north, 
between the fea-fide and the bleaching town . the ftiot plunged 
along the eaft face of the town, and were anfwered very hotly by 
twelve pieces of cannon, which as w^ell from the diftance, as the 
parapet of the battery, by which the guns were entirely concealed, 
could do no mifchief. 

On the 1 2th, Colonel Coote received infoimation, that a convoy 
was advancing fiomThiagar; they were 24 European and 100 
black horfe, efcortmg 100 bullocks, laden withfalted beef, and each 
of the horfemen hkewife earned a parcel of it at the croup of his 
faddlc. They crofted the Panar on the 13th, at fome diftance 
above Tiivadi, and proceeded between this and the river of Arian^ 
copang ; but imprudently loft time in driving 300 bullocks more, 
which they had taken up in the way. At four m the morning they 
came up near the fort of Ariancopang, and were immediately fiir- 
rounded by a detachment of 100 European foot, 40 European and 
150 black horfe, wTich were waiting to intercept them. The 
officer with one of the troopers was killed, and ten, with more than 
half the black horfe, furrendered; but the other 12 of the European 

horfe 
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hoife puilicd to the iiver, and’ were' femecl over to the town undei 
the 'guns of St.. Thomas’ redoubt. To pi event fuch attempts 'm 
fotuie, 50 Europeans, with a company of' Sepoys, were ftatioiied 
and 1 ctrenched on* the flip Of faiid on the fea-lhore, oppofite to the 
bar of the. river. 

By this time the wateis ofthe'Panar weie run-off, land, as', the 
troops at Ratlagiamoii with Captain -Flctchei weie deemed- fufli- 
cient to oppofe what the enemy' had at Gingec, Captain Prefton, 
with the main body of his command, maiched away fiom Villa- 
porum to attack 'Elavanafoi e, to which the officer at Tbiagai feiit a 
leinforcement, chiefly oP black 1 ti oops p. but -after Elavanafoie was 
invefled did not advance to'its relief. The obly guns fit for battery 
with Pieflon’s divifion, weie two field twelve-pounders, which- are 
too flight againfl: ftrong defences; but, as the lafl; thing which is 
done in country forts is to repair them, a bieach was eafily-made, 
and the'-gainfon capitulated at difcietion, although they were ii 
Europeans, 19 Topafics, and 400 Sepoys, with’thiee field-pieCcs, 
befides'the guns of the fort. 

Preparations had forfome time 'been' making at Madrafs' to con- 
vert the blockade of Pondichei ry into a regular attack ; and on the 
;i6th,-thc Admiial Watfbiva fliip of 500 tons^ laden’" with ^all kinds 
of ftores, ai lived, and anchoied off the north 'redoubt, -and the 
mafToolas of Cuddaloie -icpaired thither to unload her. 'On the 
-1 8th, Mr. Call, the chief engineei, amved in the camp,' to condudl 
the trenches. 

Theie were lemaing in Pondicherry about 50 horfes. belonging 
to the cavalfy,"' for which no forage could be. procured either within 
or without the walls; and, as the grain they confumed was fo much 
.taken flom the fuflenance of the garnfon, Mr. Tally refolved-to 
fend them 'With the befl: 'riders /to Thiagar. 'Colonel Coote re- 
ceived intelligence of the intention," but not' of the * time. At two 
‘-o’clock in the morning of the aift, 'a 00 'grenadiers. With the horfe- 
men, paired j the . river on rafts, near ‘the bar,' oppofite to the re- 
- trenched -guard on the fp'itof fand, fiom -which the- Europeans had 
iheen-withdi awn,' and only- the* Sepoys Were' remaining ; on whom the 

French 
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French gi enadieis immedip,tely advanced, and gave 'their £t'e,'-whilft,l 
thp hoife;Ben, ;went off as faff as they could over the plain? takmg the/ 
road to Tiivadi. On the alaim, the pickets oC hoi fe iiv the camp 
mounted, and croffing-the iiver, which' chanced to, he fordable atf 
Villenoie, Went m purffiit, and took thii teen,, whole horfes were too 
feeble to keep pace with the otheis. 

Major Prefton, following his luccefs, marched 'fromi Elav.anafore, 
againft a foil called Rifliavandum, which ffands 1 5 miles to ' the 
N. e. of that place* it furrendei ed to .him j after little rcfiftance, oiir 
the 22d* the gariifon conhfted of ‘200 Sepoys, and five Europeans^ 
From hence he maiched againft Chacrapollam, a mud forV j 5 miles 
north of Thiagar; which flu lender ed to. him* without ^making, any 7 
defence ; for the-ganifbn was, only a company of Sepoys, with a fej*" . 
jeant.' In the mean while, the French tioops remaining, at Gingee, . 
exclufive of the.gairifon theie,- went, againft fChittamoor, a foit 10 . 
miles to the s. e. and weie repulfed, with the lofs of 20 Sepoys ando 
four Euiopeans, killed andi wounded. ^ 

The landing of the ftores from the Adraiial.Watfbn had been im- 
peded by the defcrtion of the. boatmen, who ran away^ becaufe they- 
had not been legulaily paid, but the blockade continued .with. , the * 
utmoft vigilance, and nothing, fince the laftj convoy, had attemped f 
to get m by land; feveral boats coming from the fouthwaid, wxtho 
fait provifions and airadc, were intercepted by aimed boats equipped-: 
at Devicotah, , The, enci eafing diftrefs, determined Mr. Lally to cone* 
ftiit nothing any longer but-meceftity ; and lOn the 2 7th,Rerturneda 
out of the gates -all the. blacks remaining in the town, excepting,^a 1 
few who were domeftics to the pimcipabmbabitants. The .number 
expelled were i2|oo, of both fexes, and every age. They wandered -f 
in families and companies towards all parts, of thcrlimits, hoping .the, 
mercy of being fuffeied to pafs away; but they were every wheic: 
ftopped by the advanced Sepoys, and.oidefed to-go back; on which*? 
they retired, and affembled-jound- .the foot of the glacis? .begging - 
admittance, .and many ^of , them* attempting- to pafs- over into -the/ 
covered-.way,fWpre fired upon by the mufketry and cannon, and.fobie 
wereEiIled., At night, they weip quiet; but. the next day,- and forr 
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fix more, they repeated the fame impoitunities to the town and the 
Englifli poft, and received the fame lepulfes. Examples of this 
fevej ity rarely occur; and in civilized war is never cxercifed but with 
the utmofi: relnflance. At length Colonel Coote, 'finding Mr. Tally 
inflexible, let the whole multitude pafs. Then only fiifl-enance, ex- 
cepting the little they had brought out of the town, fecictcd about 
their per foils, had for eight days been the roots of giafs they picked 
up in the fields, in which they lay. They were all extenuated by 
famine, and few had homes oi friends to go to; neveithelefs their 
thanks weic inexpicflible, even for this chance of prefervation. 

The Nabob was piefent at this adV of mercy, and concur/ ed in it. 
He left Arcot on the 15th of November, and went to Madrafs to 
confer a few hours with Mr. Pigot, fiom whence he ariived in the 
camp on the 3d of December. On the 2d and 3d, two veflels, a 
floop, and a pinnace icinaimng at Pondichciry, failed away for Tran- 
quebar, but the pinnace was taken by the boats of Devicotah. 

Four iicochet battei ICS, which weie firftto open againfr the town, 
were finiflied on the 8th. We have already given fome defciiptioii 
of Pondicherry, when attacked by Mr. Bofeawen in 1748. All the 
bafliions remained m their firfl: form, which, foi a town of this fize, 
was very confined; but countei -guards had been made before three 
of them, and lavelins railed before the thiee gates to the land; a 
rampart of eaith had been added to the cui tains, which befoie were 
only walls of brick five feet thick. A wet ditch had been compleated 
on the three fides to the land, excepting in an extent of 200 yards on 
the fouth fide towaids the fea, wlieie the giound riling higher re- 
quired a deeper excavation, which for this reafon, as being more la- 
borious and expenfive, had not yet been dug ; to the extremity of 
this higher ground wheie the ditch ceafed, came a laige creek from 
the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch all round with 
water. The beim within the ditch was 25 feet broad; the covered- 
way was narrow, and the glacis not fufficiently raifed. The face to 
the eafl: being within a few yards of the furf, and expofed only to an 
elcalade by fiirprize, had no ditch, but its cuitain was flanked by 

proje6ling batteries, which likewife commanded ihe road. The ci- 
tadel 
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tadel was a pentagon with five baflioiis, but too fmall to endure 
bombardment ; two of its baffions over^looked the eafl cuitain, 
and added to the fire on the fea. The town was veiy commodi- 
Dufly laid out in ftiaight fireets which tmverfedht entiiely in both 
dnedtions. 

The iicochet battery, of four guns, which had opened on the loth 
of November, had foi fome time been quitted, and the guns le- 
moved to the noith redoubt beyond the bound-hedge ; becaufe then 
eiFect was not equal either to the expence of ammunition, oi the 
fatigue and rifque of the guards. The four batteiies which were 
' now opened weie thus fituatecl. One flood neai the beach to the 
north, 200 yaids in fiont of that which had been abandoned, 
and about 1200 from the walls; it mounted four 18 pounders, 
and enfiladed the eafl front of the town. Another of two 24 . and 
two 18 pounders, with three mortals of 13, 10, and 8 inches, 
was raifed on the other fide of the morafs, which fpieads to the 
Weft; it was 1400 yaids from the walls, and boie, but a little to 
the left, upon the well flank of the baflion in the noith-wefl angle, 
which mounted 10 guns, and had before it, within the ditch, a 
flrong and extenfive counter-guard, mounting 25 guns. The 
two other batteries were to the fouth. One on the edge of a 
large ifland,- formed by the iivei of Anancopang; this batteiy 
mounted only two guns, of which, one bore on the baflion next ‘to 
that in the s. w. angle of the town, the other on St» Thomas 
ledoubt, which flood on the oppofite bank of the iiver lov/er 
down ; the other batteiy was raifed in a frnaller ifland below the 
^Coco-nut, from which it is fepaiated on one hand, and on the 
other from the fpit of fand, which forms -the ftrand of the fea 
fiom the bar of the iiver. This is called the Sand -Ifland; 
the battery bore upon "St. Thomas redoubt, and on the cuitain 
of the town between the two bullions on this fide nearefl the 
fea. 

All the four batteiies were only intended to hatrafs the gar- 
rifbn by a crofs fire of ricochet fhot along the flreets or 1 ampai ts ; 
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fo2 none of them were on the perpendiculai s on which the breach- 
ing batteries weie' intended to be eredied. They opened at mid- 
night, between the 8th and 9th, firing all of them at the fame 
time, <ind in vollies, on the fignal of a fhell. A little before the 
firfl \olley, Colonel Coote, with two 01 thiee officers, appioached 
tovraids the glacis of the north fiont, in oidei to obfeive what 
effedl the filing would pioduce upon the garnfon. They beat to 
arms, but without confufion, and leemed to have every thing m 
proper older on their baftions ; they raifed blue lights in diffeient 
parts of the town, but did not fire a ffiot. Captain Fletchei , who 
was with the Colonel, very imprudently quitted him without no- 
tice, and went to the foot of the glacis, where he fell in with the 
centinel of an advanced guaid of Sepoys, whom he feized and dis- 
armed, and was bringing off ; when' the guard, hearing the firug- 
gle, ran into the covered-way, from whence immediately came a 
hot fire of muffietry upon Colonel Coote’s j^ai ty ; but Fletcher 
brought off the Sepoy, who gave no intelligence that was not bet- 
ter known before. 

The batteries ceafed befoie day-break, and the guns were kept , 
malked until the afternoon, when they recommenced, and the town 
returned with gi eat vivacity, but the firing ceafed on both fides in 
two hours. The two batteries to the Ibuth prevented the enemy 
from launching a large boat which they had fitted on the ffiore near 
the bar, and drove them hkewife fiom their guns in St. Thomas’s 
redoubt, which were only mounted in baibette. 

- The firing was varioufly renewed 111 the fix following days, 
but dimmiffied much on the 18th from want of powder; but the 
purpofe of wafting the garrifon with fatigue, which their Icanty 
allowance of pfovifions rendered them little able to, endure. On 
the 1 9th, a party of pioneers appeared at work with great eagei - 
nefs, to raife and convert the barbette of St. Thomas’s redoubt 
into a pai apet with embrafures. The battery on the fand ifland 
fired to mteriupt them by night ‘as ,well as by day, but they per- ' 
fevered. On the :^oth, fome powder arrived m a veffel from Ma- 
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diafs, and the enfilade and bombaidment recommenced from all 
the batteries as befoie ; and was conftantlj anfweied with the fame 
vivacity from the town. On the 23d, the fhip Duke, of 500 tons, 
arrived fioin Madrafs, laden with 17 pieces of battering cannon 
and then fhot, with all kinds of ftores for the fiege ; but fo few of 
the boatmen had returned to their mafiToolas, that very little could 
be landed until otheis were allembled from the neighbouring ports 
on the coafir, and even from Madrals : this delay, however, appeal- 
ed of lets detriment, becaufe the materials for the tienches, and 
foi the batteries which were to difmantle the defences and bieach 
the body of the place, weie not yet collefted, and the engineers 
reported, that they fliould not be ready to open this fire before the 
thud of January; but the batteries already conftrufted continued 
theirs. On the 26th, Admiial Stevens in the Norfolk, with three 
other fliips of the line and the Prote6tor fire-lhip, returned into the 
load fiom Tiinconomaly. 

The French troops afifembled at Thiagar were fo much fuperior 
to the little forts around, that they became the terror of the country, 
and their fmallefi: parties brought in piovifions in plenty, and with- 
out iifque. Major Piefton, having no longer any apprehenfions 
that the troops at Gingee would either be able to pufh any convoys 
through the circumvallation of theEnghfli aimy, or even to diftrefs 
the polls under the proteflion of Captain Fletcher at Ratlagrammon, 
refolvcd, by cutting off the daily fupplies of Thiagar, to oblige the 
tioops theie to employ large efcorts, which he hoped to inteicept. 
He marched from Rallnvandum on the ill of December, and en- 
camped in the evening three miles to the n. w. of Thiagar. On 
the night of the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting to 200, 
led by Major Allen, an officer of .Mi. Tally’s yegiment, pulhed 
out of the pettah, and went to the well of Tiinomalee. Be- 
ing fine of provifions abioad, they intended to remain in the 
hills, waiting the event of the negociation, which Mr. Tally was 
carrying on with the Morattoe Vizvazipunt, whofe troops, jf it 
fucceeded, they intended to accompany to Pondicheiiy. A few 
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<Iays afterwauls, they were joined by a paity of loo European' iii- 
fantiy, whom, to alleviate the confumption, of piovihong, Mr* 
Lally had fent out of Tondicheiry in the two veffels which failed 
on the 2d and 3d of the month, and efcaped to Tianquebar ; from 
whence, headed by the bifhop of Halhcarnalfus, they marched to 
efcort him to the camp of Vizvazipimt at Cudapaiiatam, with whom 
the bifhop was empowered to conclude the negociation. They pro- 
ceeded to Combaconum, by the lame load as the Nabob and Major 
Jofeph Smith had come to Kaiical, and received no moleftation in 
their journey thiough the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, 
they croffed the Coleroon, and then paffed between Volcondah and 
Thiagar, out of the reach of Prefton’s troops; but 10 or 12 of them 
deferted, and travelled to Tntchinopoly, where they offered tofeive, 
but Were not enlifted; becaufe Captain Smith had at this time dif- 
covered a confpiiacy of the French prifoners to rife and overpower 
the garnfoii; 111 which the number of Europeans did not exceed 100, 
and moff of them were invalids or foreigners ; whereas the piifoneis 
weie 500; being the colledfion of all that had been taken at Kari- 
cal, Chillambrum, and Verdachilum, by Colonel Monibn, and in the 
different adlions at Seriiigham and its diftiidfs, by the two Smiths 
from Tntchinopoly. 

The King of Myfbre^ not thoroughly convinced that his pro- 
teffations of good-will to the Englilh would induce them to reftore 
Caroor, fent a large body of troops to the confines of its tenitory, 
in order to fecond the terms of his negociation by the appearance of 
renewing hoflilities, if not accommodated ; and other troops proceed- 
ed to Teinfoice thole at Dindigul; from whence, the governor on 
Iheir arrival marched, with 1000 horfe, 2000 Sepoys, as many com- 
mon peons, and fome cannon, againfl Agarpatty, the neareff and lafl 
of the forts, which the troops of Madura had taken, but having left 
It only 40 Sepoys, it furrendered on the 4th day of the attack. From 
hence the Myforeans marched agamft Narafingapore, another of the 
forts, fix miles farther, which they likewife battered for four days^ 
\vhen they were attacked themfelves by a ftrong body detached from 
o Madura, 
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Madura, ^vho beat them off the ground,'' and diove them back to 
Dindigul, with the lofs of 50 men killed and wounded. The colleries 
of Nattam, encouraged by this rene\yal of hoftilities, made incurfions 
into the noithein diftrids of Madina, and hopped the whole road of 
the pafs wnth trees, which they felled on either fide, and with much 
labour diagged and laid them acrols the road with Ip much contri- 
vance, that a iingle perfon could not pafs without continual difficulty* 
No events of great importance had happened during the courfe 
of this year, in the country of Timvelly. The commandant, Ma- 
homed Iffoof, after the repulfe before "Wafhineloie in the end of 
the preceding year, was from' the want of battering cannon, no longer 
in a condition to attack the ftronger holds of the polygars ; and con- 
tented himfelf, until fupphed, with polling the greateft part of his 
army m ftations to check the Pulitaver and the eaffeinpolygais; but 
remained himfelf wuth the refl atTmivelly, watching Catabominaxgue 
and the Weft ern. The depaiture of Maphuze Khan fromNel- 
litangaville m the month of Januaiy,left the Pulitaver and his allies 
no longer the pretext of oppofing the authority of the Nabob in ftip- 
port of the rights of his elder bi other ; and they debated whether 
they ftiould treat -with Mahomed Iffoof, or wait the event of Ma- 
phuze Khan’s journey, who they fuppofed would return to them, if 
not received on his own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty, 
they formed no vigorous defigns, and employed their colleiies in 
night lobberies, wherever .they could elude the ftations of Mahomed 
Iffoof ; but attempted nothing 111 the open field or day. Neverthe- 
lefs, their depredations "y^ere fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma- 
homed Iffoof thought It worth the expence, to draw off fome of 
their dependants and entertain them in the Company’s fervice, 
as beft able to retaliate the -fame mifchief on thofe by whoim 
they had been employed; and towards the end of Apul, - fe-v ei al 
of thefe petty leadeis, with their followeis, amounting in the whole 
to 2000 colleries, joined him at Timvelly, and faithfully entered on 
the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, however, like 
regular fighting happened until the end of May, when .Catabo- 
miiiaigue appeared at the head of two or three thouland men, near 
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Etiapoium, and ftood the attack of feven companies of Sepoys, drawn 
fiom the limits towards Nellitangaville, by whom they were dif- 
peifed, but with little Ms. In May Mahomed Iffoof leceived intel- 
ligence of the hoftihties commenced by the Myforeans from Dindi- 
gul, and the oideis of the Piefidency to oppofe them ; in confequence 
of which he fent the detachment wc have mentioned of 1 500 Sepoys, 
300 hoife, and 3000 peons. They were fcarcely gone, when a new 
and iinexpedled alarm aiofe in the Tmivelly country. The Dutch 
government at the ifland of Ceylon had leceived a large reinfoi ce- 
ment of Euiopean troops fiom Batavia, which aflembled at the port 
of Columbo, oppofito to Cape Comorin, fi om whence a part of them 
ariived m the beginning of June at Tutacoiin, a Dutch fort on the 
continent, 40 miles eaft of Tmivelly. Two hundred Europeans, 
with equipments, tents, and field-pieces, immediately encamped, 
giving out that they lliould fiiortly be reinforced by more than their 
own number, and that 400 other Europeans had left Batavia at the 
fame time with themfelves, and were gone to Cochin on the Mala- 
bar coaft, in ordei to join the king of Travancoie. The natives 
weie frightened, and pretended to have difcovered, that the force 
they faw was intended to afiifi; the polygars in driving the Enghfii 
out of the countiy of Tmivelly, and to begin by attacking the town. 
Mahomed IlToof immediately fent to the Dutch chief at Tutacorm, 
to demand an explanation; who anfwered, that he fhould give none. 
A few days after the troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar 
Tmivelly, a town m a very feitile diftri6l, fituated 20 miles s. e. ot 
Tmivelly, and the fame difirance s. w. of Tutacorm ; and at the 
fame time, anothei body of 200 Europeans landed from Colombo 
at Manapai, 20 miles to the s. e. of Alwar Tmivelly. Mahomed 
Iflbof had pi evioufiy di awn troops from the eaflern ftations, and 
marching with 4000 Sepojs, and fome horfe, appeared m fight of 
the Dutch troops at Alvar Tmivelly m the evening of die 1 8 th of 
June; who, in the enfumg night, decamped in fi:n6l filence, and 
maiched back to Tutacorm; thofe at Manapar went away thither 
likewife m the fame embarkations which bi ought them; and no 
'more was heard of diis alarm. 
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The depiedations of the polygars continued; but, deprived of i 
Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was inveftcd, ^ 
they ventmed nothing more, the Pulitaver’s colieries were as ufual 
the mod adlive in the robberies ; and to reprefs them, Mahomed 
Iffoof again dationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellitan- 
gaville, which m December encamped at the foot of the hills withm 
thiee miles of this place, and Mahomed Iflbof joined them from 
Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchafed feveral eighteen-pounders ■ 
at Tutacorin, and had the two mortals fent to him the year 
before from Anjengo, but no Ihot or fhells for either, and was 
moreover in want of gun-powder and flints, all which he expefted 
from Tntchmopoly, and, whild waiting for them, made fuch pie- 
parations as the country affoided to attack Nellilangaville in form. 

On the 20th of the month, the colieries, with the Pulilaver at 
their head, -attacked his camp, fallying, as ufual, on all quarters 
at once, and perflfted until 1 00 of them fell ; but they killed ten 
of Mahomed Iffoof s men, and wounded feventy, and fome horfes.. 

At this time the Myforeans on the frontiers of Caroor, al- 
though piofefling peace, and difavowing the opeiations of the ga- 
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in 
the diffndls, of which they had confented that the Enghfli fhould col- 
ledi; the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed 
concerning the reflitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was 
plentiful and ready to be cut; and as the lenewal of hoffilities 
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge, Captain 
Richard Smith refolved to lemain quiet until the harveff was ga- 
thered. Such was the ftafe of the fouthern countries at the end of 
the year. 

The confiimption of proviflons in Pondicherry had ever lince the 
month of Au guff exceeded the ffipplies received. In Novembei, 
when the black inhabitants weie turned out, the foldiery were put 
to an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at in- 
tervals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Tally caufed a ffridl 
fearch to be made in all the houfes of individuals, and what could be 
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found m them was brought to the citadel, fiom whence they were 
diftnbuted equally to the militaiy and inhabitants. Two colonels 
lately aruved from Fiance, men of family, deemed the fearch m 
then apaitments an affront, and fent woid to Mi. Lally, that they 
would no longer a< 5 t as officeis; but on eveiy occafioii as volun- 
teeis. But the event juftified the feveiity; foi by the end of De- 
cembei, notwithftanding lomc fnpply fiom the fea, the public flock 
did not exceed the confnmption of thice days; and Mr. Lally, 
guided by ceitain infoimation, deteimiiied another fearch; on 
which father Lavaui , the fupeiioi of the Jefuits, who knew all 
the fecicts of the town, prevailed on him to defei it, promifing to 
pioducc a fufficiency foi fifteen days moie, but gave no expeflation 
of fuither fupply ; but the French agents with Vizvazypunt fent 
hopes of fucceeding in then negociation; and on the laft day of 
the yeai intelligence was i eceivcd in the Englifli camp, and fome- 
what Cl edited, that a laige body of Morattoes, with all the Fiench 
horfe, weie ai lived fiom Cudapanatam at Tiinomalee, and were 
going to Thiagar, fiom whence they intended, at all events, to 
pufli with piovifions to Pondicheny. 

The lains had ceafed for fome days, and the weather v-as re- 
ftored to its ufual temperance ; the fky bright, although the winds 
fometimes ftrong, which always, at this feafon, blow from the north, 
and near the coaft m the day from the fea, and at night fiom the 
land: but on the 30th of Decembei, although the v'eather con- 
tinued fan, a laige fwell came from the s, e. and the furf beat fb 
hollow and heavy, that no boats could pafs; which encieafed in the 
might. The next morning the wind fiefliened, and the ficy was 
ciofe and dufky, but without that wild irregularity which prognofli- 
cates a ftorm ; and this afiDeft did not change till noon, nor the wind 
encreafe until eight at night. There were m the road eight fail of 
the line, two fiigates, the fire-fliip, and the flnp with ftoies from 
Madrafs, in all 12 fail Fiom eight o’clock the wind blew in fqualls, 
every one ftrongei than the laft, until 10, when the Admiial’s fhip, 
Norfolk, cut her cable, and filed the fignal foi the other fliipsAo 



Book XIII. Storm 'at Pondicherry. 

vlo fo loo, but the fignal guns weie not heaid, and the flnps, 
in obedience to the difciplinc of the navy, lodc until their cables 
parted with the ftiain, when the) with much difficulty got before 
the uund, none able to fet moic than a iingle fad, and none without 
fplitting feveral. Eveiy minute inciealcd the ftoim until twel\e, 
bv which time the wind had \ccicd fiom the N v/ wheie it began, 
to the N. E. when it fuddcnl) fell flaik calm with thick haze all 
lound. Ill a few minutes the wind fleu up from the fouth-eaft, and 
came at once in full ilicngth with much g catei fury than it had 
blown fioin the other quaitei, 

B} the dela} of not getting call) undei fail wdiilftthc ffioim wasfroin 
the noith, mod: of thc.^hlp^ loft the opportunit) of gaining lliffici- 
entfcA'-ioom befoie it came on fioin the fouth-eaft. The firft guft 
of this wind laid the Panthci on hei beams, and the fea bieaking 
ovei her, C.qitain Affleck cut awM) the mizcn; and this not anfwei- 
ing, the main-maft likcw'ifc, w’hich biokc below the upper deck, 
toie it up, and continued fomc time eneumbeiing o\ci the ffde of 
the Ihip without going clear offi into the fca, until the fhock of a 
w'a\c font It awa). The ffup then iiglitcd, the reefed foiefail ftood, 
and brought her back into fouitccn fathom w atci, when llie diopped 
the fticct anchoi ; but not bunging iij), wdiich means turning to iide 
xvith her head to the anchor, they cut aw^a) the fore-maft, wTicIi 
carried aw a) the bowfpiit, wdicn the ftnp came round; and thus 
rode out the ftorm. The Amei ica, Medw a) , and Falmouth, cutting 
away all their mafts on the diftcicnt ncceflities wnth the fame piu- 
dcncc, rode it out hkewife, aftci the) had,anchorcd again neaily in 
the fame foundings as the Panther. 

The Ncwcaftle, the Queenborough frigate, and the Piotedcor 
fire-ffiip, returning with the s. e. ftoim, miftook their found- 
ings, and drove towards the fhore, without knowing wdieie they 
w'cie, 01 attempting to anchor. The roaring of the fuif was 
not to be diftinguifhed in the general tumult of the elements, 
and the danger was not difcovered until it w^as too late, and the 
three ftups came affiore about two miles to the fouth -of Pondi- 
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chcM} , but Oul)- fc\CH in all the cicws })ciif]iccl, who ucjc knocked 
oxcihoaicl by the fliock of finking agioiincl. 

'1 he Duke of Aijuilauij the Siinclc'dand, and the Dul:e ilorefh'p, 
nnfoi innately piefcivcd all then mafls thiongh both the floims 
aintil they wcie diivcn back to the ncccffit^ of anchoung, and in 
bunging np iMth them flanding, all the three eithei broached to, 
01 oveifct, and went to the bottom. Eleven hund'-cd Euiojicaiis 
pcriflicd in thefe flips; only fe\cn, and fcvcii lafcais, wcrcfcued out 
of the crews, ho wci c picked up the next day, floating on pieces 
of wicck. 

The diflcicncc of the element jireicntcd the dcfliuftion from be- 
ing equal at land; but the lavagc in piopoiLion ivas not Icfs. All 
the tt,nts and tempoiari caferns of the camp on the Rcd-hill, and 
its out-pofls, were blown to-picccs. The ammunition abroad for 
immediate fcr\icc as riiinecl. Nothing icmaincd undamaged that 
was not under the flicltci of mafoniy, either at the redoubts of the 
bound-hedge, in the buildings at Oulgarre), or in the foit of Ville- 
noic, whcie the main flock of gun-powdci was depoflted The flol- 
dieis, "unable to caii) ofl' their raufkels, and refill: the floim, had 
left them to the giound, and were drnen to feck flicltei for their 
own peifons whoicfocicr it w'as to be found. Man} of the black, 
attendants of the camp, fiom the natuial feeblenefs of their con- 
ftitution.pcnflicd by the inclemency of the hour. The flea had every 
where broken oicr the beach, and oicrflow^ed the country as far as 
the bound-hedge: and all the balteiies and- redoubts w'hich the army 
had raifed were intircly luincd. But thefe detriments might be re- 
paired. The great anxiety remained foi the other flhips of the 
fquadion, wdiofe foitune w^as not yet known. 

The town of Pondicherry beheld, the ftorm and its efFedls^ 
as a deliverance fent from heaven. The fun lofe clear, and fliew'ed 
the havock fpread aiound. It was piopofed by fome to maicli 
out immediately, and attack the Englifli aim>; but this operation 
w'as impiafticable; becaufe no aitillery could move through the- 
mundation, iioi could the troops carry their own ammunition diy; 
other wife three hunch cd men, properly aimed, would not, for 
^ three 
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tlii-ee hours after day-light,- have met with loo togethei m a con- 
dition to lehft them. The wifli of eveiy one then turned to expec- 
tation that the fliips fiom Madagafcar might arrive m the inteival 
befoic the Enghfli fhips in the joad weie repaired, oi others joined 
them fiom the fea but the excellence of the oppoitunity did not 
alter Mi. Tally’s miftiud: of the lelburce, and letteis weie irame- 
diatcl) diljiatched to the agents at Puhacate, Tianquebar, and Ne- 
gapatam, ordeimg them to fend away piovihons with inftant expe- 
dition, at eveiy rifque, on any kind of embaikation. 

The anxieiy for the miffing ffiips continued until fun-fet of the 
next day, when the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’s flag was difco- 
vered in the offing. The fhip, prepaied at all points, befoie the 
fouth-eafl: florm arofe, feudded befoie it with a ftay-fail, without 
loflng a mafl, and v ithout being obliged to anchoi until the wind 
fell, when in the moining they diffiovered Sadiafs. The apprehen- 
flon of mote bad weathei made the Admiial put out again to fea; 
when he met the Liverpool, entirel}' difmaflied. This flnp, having 
parted her cable, and got under fail befoie the otheis, had gained moie 
fea-ioom than any of them; but the fouth-eafl; flioim had earned 
away, all her mafts; foon after they were joined by the Giafton, 
who gave the welcome information that flie had left, on the 28th 
of Decembei, the Lenox, Admnal Cornifh. with the York, and 
Weymouth, 30 leagues off the land* they weie all returning to- 
gether fiom Trincomaly : the Grafton, after paiting with them, met 
hard weather during the houis in which the ftorm was raging near 
the coafl:. The Admiral, leaving her to take care of the Liveir 
pool, anchoi ed in the road of Pondicherry the next moining, and 
they in the afternoon. The other thiee ffiips came in the nekt 
day. On the 7 th came in the Saliffiury, with the prize la Compagnie 
des Indes, likewife from Trincomaly, and the Tyger from Madrafs, 
wheie the violence of the ftorm had not reached. No mdie were 
to be expedled; for the Elizabeth and the Southfea-caftle, want- 
ing the dock, were failed for Bombay, with the two other piizes, 
the Hermione and Baleine.- But by this time, the four difmafled 
ffiips, although not quite lefitted, were again in -a condition to 
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ivfl on ncceffitv; and thus in a week after the floim, which had 
raifcd Inch hopes of deliveiance in the gaiiifon of Pondicheriy, they 
faw their road again blockaded b) eleven fail of the line, and althouo-h 
thiec of them weie only of 50 gnns, all weie manned above theii 
complements by the addition of the ciews which had been faved 
iiom the thiec ftiandcd fliips. Then boats continually ciuizing, 
inteicepted, 01 diove away whatfoevci embarkations came towaids 
the load with piovifions; but fcvcral boats which v/eie launched from 
the town in the thiee nights immediately aflei the ftoim, favoured 
by the wind, the cuiicnt, and the daiknefs, cfcaped to the fouth- 
waid. In one of them Mk Lally fent 'away Rajahlahcb, the foil 
of Cbundafaheb, who, evei fincc the defeat of Vandiwafli, had re- 
fidecl-with his family in Pondicheriy; he landed at Negapatam^ 
and fiom thence palled to Cc)lon in the chaiaftci of an elephant- 
mci chant. 

E\eiy diligence was excited to relloie the woiks and ftations of 
the aimy to the condition fiom which they had been difmantled 
by the ftorm. Rcpoits of the Moiattoes continued, and the ad- 
vantages of the. prefent oppoitunity incieafed tlie apprehenfions of 
their attempts to tliiow provifions into the tovvn^ The bound-hedge 
and its icdoubts remained as bcfoiea fufEcient defence as far as they 
extended; but the fouth fide of the blockade along the nvei of 
Ariancopang was laid open by the luin of the two batteries on the 
coco-nut and fand ifland, and of the ftai ledoubt on the Ipit of fand 
o\ei againfl the bai ; which could not be lefloied m ten days; and 
the torient of the iivei pi evented the immediate tLanijiortof men and 
mateiials to fet about the woik. Colonel Cootc therefoie deter- 
mined, as foon as the iiver fubhded, to furprize St. Thomas’s le- 
doiibt, which, whilR it 1 emaincd as at prefent without oppofition 
on the othei Ihoie, would protedl the paffage of what convoys the 
garnfon might expeft; but if taken, would preclude then approach 
ev en more efficacioufly than the polls oh this fide the blockade which 
the ftorm had lumed. The wateis fell fufficiently on the 5th, and 
the detachment intended foi the attack, having pi evioufly aflembled 
at the Aiiancopang redoubt, which Rood above at the extiemity of 
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the bouiid-hedo e, and on the fame fide of the iiver, maiched down 
after it was dark undei the bank, which was fteep and flcirted by a 
land. The i edoubt flood at the opening, but on the fai ther fide, of a 
channel, which fit ikes to the noi th from the main body of the rivei , 
and caiiies watei into the ditches of the town. A Fi ench officei , with 
three tioopers of his nation, who had taken feivice m the Englifh 
army, cioffed firfl, wbilfl Colonel Coote himfelf, with the lefl of the 
detacliment, halted on the nether fide of the channel. The officer 
was challenged, and anfweied that he came from the town with a 
paity, which Mr. Tally had fent off in hafte, on intelligence that 
the Englifh intended to attack the i edoubt this veiy night. HeVas 
believed, and admitted; and Colonel Coote hearing no buflle oi fii mg, 
immediately fent over the front of Jus paity, who, as foon as their 
numbeis were fufficicnt, declared themfelves, and theatened to put 
the whole guard to death, if a fingle man made the leafl noife, or at- 
tempted to efcape. All obeyed, excepting one Caffi c, who flole away 
unpeiceived. They confifted of a ferjeant, ffie gunnel s, fiveCaffres, 
and feme Sepoys. The chief engineer, Mr. Call, followed with the 
pioneer company of 50 Euiopeans, and 100 Lafcais, can yin g ga- 
bions, fafcines, and tools, with which they immediately fet to work 
to clofe and retrench the Eor^e; over which it was intended when 
neceffary to turn tlie guns againft the town. At one in the morning 
blue lights appeared over the rampaits along the fouth front, as if the 
gari ifon apprehended fome attack on their walls. Soon after they began 
to fire fingle fhot upon the 1 edoubt, which came with fuch good aim, 
that the party at work tlirew the guns out of then cairiages on 
the ground, to prefeive them. At two, eveiy thing was quiet 
in the town, and the work foiwaid, when Colonel Coote went 
away to get reft at his head quaiters at Oulgairy, leaving a Lieu- 
tenant of artillery, with the 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys, in 
the redoubt, whidh the officer was oidered to defend to the laft 
extremity. 'The workmen had fimfhed, and were withdiawn at 
four o’clock. At five, the redoubt was .attacked by the four com- 
panies .of gienadiers from the ganifon. they affaulted on every 
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fide at once, few fired, and all pufincd with fixed bajonels thiono-h 
the ditch ovei the parapet. The lefiflancc was not equal eitliei 
to the ftrength of the poll, for it was clofcd on all fidcs; or to 
the numbei of the guaid, which weie, including the Sepojs, 170 
men. Some eicaped by jumping ovci the paiapet; a few weic 
killed, and the gicatcfl pait, with theofficci, furrendeied thcmlclves 
piilbneis. At noon, Mi. Lally font back all who had been taken, 
to the Enghfli camp, foi want of piovitions to feed them; but on 
condition, that they jliould not a6l again. This difcovciy of the 
diftiefs of the gairilbn could only be lequircd or warranted by the 
utmoR neceffity. Ho\^evcr, Mr. Lally might fupp'ofe, that the pii- 
foneis held not time to Icain the woiR of uhat the town was en- 
during, and tliat they could not tell fo much as defeiters. 

On the failuie of this attempt, a laige poition of the woiking 
pai ties was allotted to complete the icdoubt on the fpit of faiid, 
which was to icplacc that which had been u allied away. *It was 
raifed for the adiantagc of higher ground, thiee bunded jaids in 
the lear of the foimei , its fcale fnfficient to contain 400 men, and 
to mount 16 guns m dilterent diie 61 :ions. Equal attention was given 
to repair and complete the Hanover battery, wdiere, from the lownefs 
of the fituation, much laboui was requifiteto clear the watei, which 
had filled the tiench that communicated u ith it fiom fome mclofiires 
in the rear. The only fire from the toum was to interrupt the 
workmen here, but with little effedl. On the 7th, the Com- 
pany’s fhip Falmouth ariived from Madiafs, laden with battering 
cannon, ammunition, and ftores, to leplace what had foundered 
' in the Duke: and on the 9th another fhip brought Mr. Pigot the_ 
goveinoi, with Mr. Dupie, one of the council, and captain Robert 
Barker, who had been to Madiafs to fupermtend the embarkation of 
the ftores and aitillery, which Captain Hiflop and he were now to - 
diredl againft; the town. 

At this time the Nabob received intelligence that his agents had 
concluded a negotiation with the Morattoe genei al Vizvazypunt. 
Allen, and the bifhop of HalicarnafTuSjhad added the offei of Thiagar 
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to Gmgee, and the payment of 500,000 lupees for their affiftance, 
and proffered fubftantial fliroffs as fecmity; how, this wary tribe of 
money-changers were induced to this ventuie, when theie was 
not fo much in Pondicherry, nor likely to come, remains un- 
accountable. Either Vizvazipunt himfelf muft have encouraged 
them to hand foi th m appeal ance, that he might obtain the higheft 
teims fiom the Nabob; 01 fome feciet enemy of the Nabob, who was 
to gain advantage by the march of the Moiattoes into the Cainatic, 
and the fuppoit of Pondicherry, muft have proved to the ftiioffs the 
certainty of pioducmg the money before the payment ftioVdd fall 
upon then fecurity ; m this cafe we fee no one but Hydeially to 
conjedlure. The Nabob’s agents weie fopeiplexed by the fa6l, that 
they rofe by degiees from the fame flim of 500,000 rupees \vith 
which they had began, and concluded for two millions, of which 
one was to be paid in 20 da3^s, and the othei in nine months ; on 
which Vizvazipunt told the French reprefentatives, that they had 
no~aiTiftance to expedl fiom him; and Allen and the Bifhop 
went away witli their troops, who were 200 Europeans monntedy 
and 100 on foot, to Hyderally m Bengalore, which is five days 
from Cudapanatam. The Nabob, on this important occafion, as 
indeed on all othei s ever ftnee he was convinced of the pro- 
bability of taking Pondicheiry, enlarged himfelf with moie de- 
cinon and fpirit, than he had ever exeited fnce his government, 
and firft connexion with the Englifli - nation ; and as the fmalleft 
-undiftembled exceffes of the mind tell .moie than the whole com- 
poftire of political reafon, he never failed to afk Colonel Coote 
every day, whethei he was fuie, and when, Pondicheiry would 
furrender. Advices weie at the fame time leceived from Captain 
Preftoni that he had attacked the pettah of Thiagar, which ftands 
on the plain, and after fome refiftance earned both the mud-walls ; 
on whiclVthe Trench troops who defended it lanjo the lock, 
and faved themfelves in the foitiftcations above, which could only 
ibe aftaulted by fuipiize, or reduced by famine or bombaidment he 
had already begun to thiow ftieils from two howitzers, and was waitV 
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mg foi moilais fiom Madrafs. Thefe ad\ices lemovcd ajiy faither 
apprehciifion'^ of fuccouis getting into Pondicheiiy fiom the land 

By themoinmgofthe lotli, the [lanovei batteiy was comjdeted; 
but befoic it opened, Colonel Coote, with feveial ofRceis, advanced 
fi o:tl the Villcnoic ledoiibt, to leccnnoitre the baftions of the 
town. Asthey^\elc llanding nbout 800 } aids from the walls, 
Rag ajipeaicd appi caching. Colonel Coote lent forward his aid- ’ 
de-camp lieutenant Dnefpc, (not the officci we ha\e mentioned 
at VandnaRi) to icccue his meffage 01 Ictteis. Two other olRcers 
accomjianiccl Duefjic, and went on in the avenue leading from 
the Villenoie ledoiibt to the glacis, until they weic challenged by 
the centiies, and oidcicd to ictire; but not obeying, a diot i^as 
died fiom a fix-jionndci on the Villcnoi'e gne, which miffed them, 
but nnfortnnateU Riuck and killed Ducfpc, as he ^\as talkino- to 
the mefTensrci Colonel Coote fent to demand fatisfaclion for the 

O 

outiagc, fuppoling It unproiokcd. INIi. Lallv confined the officers 
on dut) at the gate, and the next day fent his aid-de-camj) to ex2>kDn 
the mifchaucc, for which he expieffed much concern. 

A few hours after Ducfpe was killed, the Hano\er battery 
ojiened with ten guns, fix weic twcnt}-four, and four eighteen- 
poundeis, and with three mortars, tuo of thirteen and one of ten 
inches. The fix guns on the left filed upon the weft face of the 
N. w baftion, and of the counter-guard before it. The two next 
upon the next baftion on the left, which as fmail, and mount- 
ed only three guns * it was called St. Jofeph. The two other 
guns on the right batteicd the two projethng towers ftanding 
on each fide of the Valdore gate, which had a good ravelin 
in fiont between them. The mortars fiied vanoufty. The fire 
of the cannon ceafed in three hours, but the mortals continued 
at inter\als throughout the day. The garnfoii returned \ery fpa- 
ringly. The next day, the nth, the batteiy, having been da- 
maged by its own ufe, fired lefs, and the town more, with the 
addition of fhells from two mortars m the' Valdore ravelin, which 
feveial times fell m and near the Hanovei battery; which nevei- 
thelefs opened again the next moimng quite repaired, and with 

great 
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great vivacity ; but the enemy neithei in this nor the preceding 
night had given any repair to the N. w. baftioh, and its counter- 
guard ; which, in confequence of -this negledl, had very little fire 
to letuin, nor did much^come fiom tliebaftion of Si Jofeph, or the 
Woiks of the Valdore gate. Many defeiters came ovei m tliefe two 
nights, and their accounts agieed of the diimal diftrefs of the gar- 
iifon. The Englifli army, on the contiai)', received the cohfiima- 
tion of a repoit, that more forces from England (fent by the fame 
^311 it as the otheis) were ainvcd at Anjengo, on the coafi: of Mala- 
bar. Six bundled men, the remainder of the Highland regiment, 
had embarked in the month of May m hve of the company’s Ihips 
and two men of war of the line. Thiee of the company’s and oiie 
of the men of wai'ai rived at Anjengo on the 15th of December, 
and the others were daily expedled theie. 

The ledoubt on the fpit of fand to the fouth was completed by 
the night of the 1 2th, and the workmen and tools recalled, to ferve at 
the opening of the tienches, for which all the materials weie by this 
time colledled. The Elanovei battery fired little thfough the k^th, 
and leceived onl;y a fev,? (hells. In the beginning of the night/ all 
appointed for the trenches were afifembled at the bleaching town. 
They were 700 Euiopeans diaughted from -the rank and file, 400 
lafcai s, the pioneer company of 70 Europeans, and 200 coolies ; 
there weie likewife 400 oxen, with their diivers, one to three. 
The ground was opened, under cover, jufi: within the (kiit of the 
bleaching town, m the part neareft the beach. After three (hort 
returns, the trench was bi ought to the outfide of the houfes, 
and fiom hence puflied on obliquely in one ftiaight line, until 
it pafifed crofs the high road leading fiom the Madrafs gate, on the 
othei fide of Avhich road, the intended batteiy was to be eiedled. 
This oblique tiench was 480 yards long, and from its termination 
was continued another of 280 yards, paiallel to the defences of 
the town. Two (hort trenches continued, one from each end 
of this parallel, and fell in with the two ends of the intended 
battery, which v/as to be conftiucled 40 yards in front; and the 
parallel in the real was to be the ftation of the mam guard for 
VoL. II, 4Y ' the 
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the fuppoit of the battejj^, if attacked. All this work, compre- 
hending 800 yards, ftieltered on the left by gabions, fafcihes, ancl 
fand-bags, was executed by the, European foldiery, divided into com- 
panies, all working at the fame time according to the tiace, on the 
diffeient ground allotted to each divifion ; whilft the 400 lafcars, 
and the 200 coolies, were employed- in bunging the mateiials, not 
only to them, but to the battery, where the pioneers were at 
work, as requiung more knowledge and exadlnefs; who before the 
morning had hnilhed fix embiallires m the battery; to "which, 
likewife, the oxen had bi ought the cannon from the artillery -park, 
which had been formed near the lea-lhore, jufl without the bound- 
hedge. It was fcarcely poffible for the fame number of Hands to 
have done more work in the fame time. Colonel Coote, and the 
piincipal officers, paffed the night m the trenches, and were accom- 
panied by Ml . Prgot and Mr. Dupre. The town, to their great 
lui prize, although blue lights often appeared on the walls, did not 
fiiealingle ffiot to mtenupt the wdik. Care had been taken to 
leffen the ufual noife, by not driving the picquets of the gabions 
into the eaith with the entrenching tools; neveithelefs, fo many 
peifons continually bufy, the found of the carriages and oxen, and 
the call of their drivers coiiH, fcarcely remain unheard; as the 
battery was within 450 yards of "the walls.. JivH: before day-light 
all the workmen were withdrawn, and 100 Euiopeans, with 300 
Sepoys, were polled in the parallel, and another party of the fame 
number m fhe cover of the village at the tail of the trenches, in 
order to ffipport the fofemdfl guaid. The embiafures that were 
Hniffied were left malked ; becaufe there had not been time to lay 
down the platforms for the guns. Neverthelefs, it was expe^ed, 
that the garrifbn would Hre hotly the enfuing day, were it only to 
damage the "parapet of the battery. . ^ , 

They weiebdubtlefs aflohifhed at the work they faw done; but 
jOnly fifed now and then, and only fingle fhot at a time; obferv- 
ing wfiich, the chief engineer fent carpenters, who laid down the 
'platforms, without receiving any hurt. The Hanover battery bred 
throughout the day, with all its artilleiy and redoubled vivacity, 
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which befoie 'night filenced all the guns againft which it opened; 
on the N. w. baftion and its counter-guaid, on St. Jofeph’s, on the 
two demi-baftions, and on the lavelin of the Valdoie gate. 

At night the pioneers, with 300 Lafcars, went to w^ork again at 
the royal batteiyj and the town, having wellmaiked the aan, kept 
up a fmart fire of fliot, giape, and mutketry, w^hich killed or 
dangeroufly wounded twelve men in the battery. Seveial fiiowers 
of rain fell in the night, which gave apprehenfion that the enemy 
would fally; but they refiained, and before day-light the battery 
was completed. It was called the loyal, and contained it twenty- 
foui poundeis, and on the left thiee heavy mortars. It opened 
early in the moining, and, feconded by the crofs and enfilading fiie 
of the Hanover battery with 10 guns, foon filenced all the defences, 
which bore upon it ; excepting a gun or two on the baftion next 
the beach. Inadlivity joined neceffity in this unaccountable aban- 
don of defence ; which was'fo great, that, what rarely happens un-., 
til all commanding .works are entirely demoliftied, men were fet, 
and continued at wbik throughout the day, along the whole line of 
the trenches, fixing moie fecurely the gabions, ramming down the 
earth, and fmoothmg the tops of the parapet, that the tioops, if 
fallied upon in the enfiiing night, might fire over them with cer- 
tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to begin, as foon as it 
was dark, another battery of fix guns, 300 yaids neaier to the 
beach, and 150 nearer the walls: it w'^as intended to deftroy the 
flanks of the fevferal baftions, which the royal battery could only 
take in reverfe. 

As the fun was fetting, Colonef Coote coming, as was his cuftom, 
to fiipervife the batteries, faw'' a flag advancing in the Villenoie 
avenue ; who, being challenged, announced the approach of a de- 
putation. They came on foot, the town having neither horfes or 
palankin beaiers to carry them, and Colonel Coote received them at 
his head-quarters at Oulgariy. The deputies were Colonel Durre, 
commandant of the king’s artillery, father Lavaur, fuperior of the 
Jefuits, Moracin and Courtin, members of the council, with Tobin 
feiving as interpreter. 


Colonel 
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Colonel Duire deliv'eiccl a merxional figncd by Mi. Lally of the 
following puiport. “ That the Enginh had taken Chaiidexnagoie 
“ againft the faith of the tieaties of iieiitiality which had always 
“ fubMed betw^een the Eiuopean nations in Bengal, and efpecially 
“ between the Eiiglifli and Ficnch ; and this at a hme, when that 
“ fettlement had jnfi; jendeicd the EngluT the moft lignal fei vices, 
“ as well by lefufing to join the Nabob Suiajah Dovv^lah in the 
“ attack of Calcutta, as by leceiving and fuccouring the inhabi- 
“ tants of this colony, after then defeat and difpeifion; by which 
“ piotedlion they weie enabled to lemain in the piovince, and bv 
“ this continuance to lecovei their fettlements ; as Mr. Pisot had 
“ acknowledged in a lettei to the government of Pondicherry. — ” 
That “ the government of Madiafs had lefufed to fulfil the con- 
“ ditions of a cartel concluded between the two crowns, although 
“ Mr. Pigot had at firfl accepted the caitel, and commiflioners had 
“ been appointed on both fides to meet at Sadiafs, m order to fettle 
“ amicably whatfoever difficulties might occui in the execution ” — 
“ This conduft of the Engliffi (Mr. Lally goes on) puts it out of 
“ his power, as refponfible to the couit of France, lo piopofe any 
“ capitulation for the city of Pondicheriy.'’ — “ The tioops of the 
“ king and company furrender themfelves, for want of piovi- 
“ fions, piifoners of w^ar to his Britannic Majefty, conformably 
“ to the terms of the cartel, which Mr. Lally claims for the 
“ civil inhabitants and citizens, and for the exercife of.the Ro- 
“ man religion, the religious houfes, hofpitals, chaplains, furgeons, 
“ domefticks, &c. referring to the two couits to decide a propor- 
“ tional reparation for the violations of tieaties fo folemnly efta- 
“ bliffied.” — “ In confequence, Mr., Coote may to-morrow morn- 
“ mg' at eight o’clock take pofleffion of the Villenore gate, and on 
the fame hour the next day, of the gates of the citadel (Foit Louis) j 
“ and as he has the force m'his own hands, he may didlate fuch far- 
“ ther difpofitions as he may think proper.” — From a principle of 
“ jultice and humanity alone I demand (the’fe are Mr. Lally’s ivords) 
“ that the mother and fillers of Rajahfaheb be permitted to feek an 
afylum wheiefoevei they Iball think proper, or that they re- 

mam 
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“ mam prifoners with the Enghfli, and be not delivered into the 
“ hands of Mahomed Ally Cawn, ftill tinged with the blood of the j 
father and holband, which he fhed, to the fliame indeed of thofe 
who dehveied up Chundataheb to him, but to the fhame hkewife 
“ of the commander of the Enghth aimy, who ooght not to have fuf- 
“ fered fuch a barbaiity to have been committed in his camp ” — 

“ Being himfelf confined by the caitel in the declaiation which he 
“ IS now making to Mr Coote, Mi. Lally contents that the mem- 
“ bers of the council of Pondicheiiy make their own lepielentations, 

“ on what may more immediately concern their pai ticular mteiefls, 

“ and thofe of the colony ” 

Father Lavaur and the other deputies piefented another memo- 
rial, from the governor and council of Pondichei ry “ That no 
“ huit fliould be done to the inhabitants; then houfes be piefeived, 

“ their effefts and meicantile goods left to their own dif|Dofal : that 
“ all who chofe might remain in then habitations, and were to be 
confidered as Britifh fubje6ls, and enjoy then foimer pofTeffions 
“ and advantag;es. In then* fa\oui the Roman Catholic lehq-ioii 
“ was to be maintained, the chuiches, the houfes of the ecclefiaf- 
tics, and the religious ordeis, whethei within oi without the cit}'', 

“ to be preferved with eveiy thing belonging to them; the mif- 
“ fionaries free to go and come, and leceive under the Enghfh flag 
“ the fame protedlion as they had undei theFiench.” “ No build- 
“ mgs or edifices, and no part of the foi tifications, wcie to be de- 
“ mohfhed, until the decifion of the refpe6tive foveieigns.” — “ The 
“ lecoids in the legiftei -office, on which the foi tunes of indivi- 
“ duals depend, were to lemam under the care of the prefent dc- 
“ pofitaries,’ and be fent to France, at their difcietion.” — Not 
“ only the inhabitants who were French, but of whatfoevei other 
nation eftabliffied at Pondichei ry for their commerce, weic to 
“ participate of thefe conditions ” — “ The natives of Bourbon and 
“^Mauiitms, m number 41, having ferved only as volunteeis, to 
return home by the fiifl opportunity.” — “ Safeguards were to 

“ be 
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“ be furniflied to pi event difoiders.’’ /ynd all thefe conditions 
“ v^^ere to be executed with o-ood faith.” 

I O 

Colonel Coote, in anfwer to lyii. Tally’s memorial, faid, that 
“ the paiticulais of the capture of Chandeinagore were b^efore 
“ his Britannic Majefty, which precluded any difcuflion on this 
“ fubjeft, neither had it any i elation to the furrender of Pondi- 
“ cherry,” “ That the difpute concerning the cartel lemaining 
“ undecided, precluded his confent that the troops in Pondicheiry 
“ Ihould be deemed pnfoneis on the terms of that caitel; but 
“ that they muft furrender pnfoneis of war, to be tieated at his 
“ difcretion, which fliould not be deficient in humanity.” ‘‘ That 
“ the gates of the town and citadel fhould be taken polfelfion 
“ of by the Englifh troops at the hours propofed by Mr, Tally,” 

“ That the mother and fifteis^ of Rajahfaheb fhould be efcorted 
“ to Madiafs, where propei care'fliould be taken for fheir fafety, 

“ and that they fhould not on any account be delivered into the 
“ hands of the Nabob hlahomedally.” To the other deputies 
Colonel Coote only faid, that their propofitions were anfwered 
in his anfwer to Mr. Tally : they retumed into the toym at mid- 
night. 

The next morning, it was the i6th of January, the grenadiers of - 
Coote’s regiment marched fi om the camp, and took pofleflion of the 
Villenore gate. Colonel Coote dined with Mr Tally ; who, appre- 
henfive of tumult or diforders, confented that the citadel fhould be 
deliveied up in the evening, that the foldieis might be put under con- 
finement before night. Accoidingly moie troops marched in from 
the camp^ and m the afternoon the gairifon drew up under arms on 
the parade before the citadel, and the Englifh troops facing them ; 
Colonel Coote then reviewed the line, which, exclufive of commif- 


fioned officers, invalids, and ethers wfio fiad hid themfelve^s, amount- 
ed to I loo, all wearing the face of famine, fatigue, or/lifeafe. The 
grenadiers of Terrain and Tally, once the ableft fiodied men Jn the 
army, appeared the mofi: impaired, having nonflantly puf fhemfelves 
forward to every fervice ; and it was recollected, that from their firfl 
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landing, throughout all the fei vices of the field, and all the diftreffes 
of the blockade, not a man of them had ever deferted to the "Englilh 
colpuis. The viftor foldier gave his figh (which none but banditti 
could refufe) to this folemn contemplation of the fate of war, which 
might have been his own. The French troops, after they were 
reviewed, maiched into the citadel, wheie they depofited their aims 
in heaps, and weie then conduced to their piifons. 

The next moining the Engliih flag wasjioifted in the town, and 
its dllplay was leceived by the faluteof a thoufand pieces of cannon, 
from every gun of every fliip m the load, in all the Englifli pofts and 
batteries, the field- ai tillery of the line, and on the ramparts and de- 
fences of Pondicheii'y. 

The furiender was inevitable, for at the fcanty late of the 
wretched provifions, to which the gariifon had for Ibme time 
been reduced, theie did not remain fufficient to fupply them two 
days moie. NeveiLhelcfs the deteftation againfl: Mr. Tally, if 
poflible, increafed, as the foie authoi of the calamity, and, no longer 
reflrained by his authority, bioke out in the mofl: vindictive expref- 
fions of menace and reproach. The third day after the fiirrendef was 
‘ appointed for his departure to Madrals. In the forenoon of this 
day a troop of officers, moflly of the French company’s battalion, 
went up the fteps of the government houfe, towards his apart- 
ments, where they weie met by his aid de camp, whom they in-, 
iiiltedjand were difperfed by the guaid, which came up on the 
quarrel. This tiobp'then aflembled and waited below at the gate of 
the citadel until one o’clock. Mr. Tally did not move until the clofe 
of the day ; his elcort was 15 Englifh huflars, and four troopers of 
his own guaid'; he came out in his palankin, and at the gate Were 
gathered a hundred perfons, moflly officers, with them the coiin- 
fellors Moracin and Com tin. As foon as Mr. Tally appeared, a hue 
Was fet up by the whole affemblj, hiffes, pointing, threats, and 
'every abufive narne; but the efcort prevented violence. Mr. 'Dubois^ 
’the king’s commiflary, who was to proceed with Mr. Tally, came 
out of the fort an hour after, but on foot ; the tame afiTembly had 
continued on the pai ade, and fhowered the lanie 'abufe^. Diibois 
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ftoptj and faid he would anfwer any one. One Defei ftep't out, they 
drew, and the fecond pafs laid Dubois dead, who was 6o yeais of 
age, flioit-fighted, and always wore Ij^edlacles. No one would affift 
his feivants to lemove and bury the coipfe; and his death, vio- 
lent and iniquitous as it was, was tieated as a meiitorous a6l. his 
papeis were immediately taken poffeffion of by the rcgifler. It was 
known, that he had, ever fince his ariival at Pondicheiiy, compofed 
protefls on the part of the king againft all the difordeisand ii regu- 
larities which came to his knowledge in any' of the depai tments of 
the government, and the coUedlion was very voluminous; but none 
of his papeis have ever appealed. 

The total number of the Euiopean militaiy taken in the town, 
including fei vices attached to the tioops, was 2072 ; the civil mha^- 
bitants weie 381 ; the ai tilleij jit for fervice weie 500 pieces\)f can- 
non, and 100 moitars and howits. 'The ammunition, arms, weapons, 
and mihtaiy ftoies, weie in equal abundance. 

On the 4th day after the furiender, Mr. Pigot demanded of Co- 
lonel Coote, that Pondicherry diould be delivered over to ihe Prc'- 
hdency of Madiafs, as having become the property of the Enghfh Ead: 
India Company. A council of war, compofed of the two admirals, 
and foul poll- captains of the fquadron. Colonel Coote and three 
TMajois of the king’s tioops, affembled to deliberate bn this de- 
mand ; and required the authority on which it was made. Mr. Pigot 
infixed on the king’s patent, dated the 14th of January 175 8,' which 
regulates the Comqiany’s fhare and title to captuies. The council 
of wai deemed the patent incompetent to the pretenfion. Mr. Pigot, 
as the fliortefi; way, declared, that if Pondichen y were not delivered, 
the Prefidency of Madiafs would not furnifli -money either for the 
fubfiftence of the king’s tioops, or the French prifoneis. This con- 
clufion baried all farther argument, foi neither the Admiral, nor 
the commander of the king’s troops, weie authorized to draw 
bills on the government in Englund foi fuch a contingency. The 
council of >var, therefore, fubmitted to the requifition, but protefted 
.againft the mfult it conveyed againf: the King’s pierogative, and 
dedal ed the Prefdency lefpqnlible for the confequences. 

Duiing 
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During this difcuffion. Colonel Coote detached eight Companies 
of Sepo}'S, under the command of Captain Stephen Smith, to inveft 
the forts of Gingec; and a convoy of military ftores weie fent from 
the camp to hlajor Piefton, who was continuing the blockade of 
Thiagar. 

The Nabob reqnefled and expe6ted that the ai in\ , aftei the necef- 
fary lepofe, would accompany him againf); fuch chiefs and feiidatoiies, 
whom he wilhed oi had pretenfions to call to account, either for con- 
tempts of his authority, oi for tiibutes unfettled, oi withheld He 
had not foi2:iven the lebellion of his half-biothei Nazcabulla of 
'Neloie. His indignation had never ceafed againft Mortizally, the 
Kelhdar of Veloie, who, as well as the three greatei Polygais to 
the 1101 th, and of Arieloie, and Worioiepollam to the fiuth, weie 
lulpefted of hidden treafures; ftill moie the greater and lelTer Moia- 
vars; and the king of Tanjoie, wealthier than all, fcarcely con- 
fidered the Nabob as his fupenoi. 

But the Piefidency had other attentions to reg'aid; then tieafuiy 
and credit was cxhaufted-in the redudlion of Pondichei r> ; the care 
of 2500 Flench pnfoneis requiicd ftrong guaids and no little ex-* 
pence. Bengal was engaged in hoftihties, wanted troopsj and could 
Pend no money. Bombay had extended its military concerns by the 
acquilition of the caftlc of Surat 111 the beginning of the year 1759, 
which had induced the neceffity of othei impoi taut attentions 111 that 
pait of the continent; and they were at this time eaineftly requeu- 
ing the return of all the troops they had fent to Coiomandel. The 
fadlory at Tellichery hkewife advifed, that they intended to flop the 
troops which were jufl; arrived and expefted in the fliips from Eng- 
land, and waited only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to 
attack the Fi ench fettlemeiit at Mahe,in whichfei vice they lequefled 
what affiftance could be fpaied fiom Coiomandel. It was flill un- 
certain what was become of the French fquadron; the Enghfh 
fquadron wanted then maiincs, and were enjoined a fecret feivice 
from England, in which Madiafs was to aflift. Thefe views and 
confiderations appealed to the Prcfidency of more immediate impor- 
tance than the indulgence of the triumphal notions which fwelled 
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. the miiicl of the Nabob, whofe joy at the iedu6lion of Pondicherr}', 
al though the aifenal which had foiged all the anxieties of his life, 
was immediately imbitteied by this interruption to the future con- 
quers he had lb near at heait. and, unwilling to continue in the 
Cainatic without the entiie piedominance of his authoiity, he letired 
as itweie in difguft with vicloiy to Tntchinopbly, where he ai rived 
on the 15th ofFebruaiy. 

y. Four hundred of the Fiench pnfoners M^ere fent to Madiafs, and 
the Highlanders, fix companies, with Ibme aitilleiy-men, and foui 
companies of Sepoys, maiched thither to leinfoice the gariifon; 200 
were lent to Tiltchmopoly under the efcort of 100 Euiopeans, and 
fome Sepoys. The reft oFthe piifoneis lemained in the dungeons 
of Pondicheriy, until they could be otheiwife difpofed of, and 300 
Europeans, including the pioneer company, and”” 50 artilleiy-men, 
with the troop of European horfe, and four companies of Sepoys, 
w«re appointed to garrilon the town. The .ti oops from Bombay, 
being 120 of the king’s aitillery, and 190 common infantry, belong- 
ing to thatPiefidency, embarked in two llnps to return thither; the 
marines weie reftored to the fquadron;, the left of the'aimy went 
into cantonments at Cuddalore. 

The court of France had mftrudted Mr. Tally ft o deftioy the ma- 
iitime poffeiTions of the Englifli nation in India, which might fall 
to their aims. Thefe inftiudtions^ had been intercepted, and, in con- 
fequeiice of them, the court.of Diredlors of the Englifti Eaft-India 
Company had ordeied their Preftdencies to retaliate the fame 
meafure on the French fettlements, whenever in their power. Ac- 
cordingly Mr. Pigot, with the approbation of the council of Madrafs, 
1 elolved to demolifli the foitifications of Pondicheriy; and as Mr. 
Stevens figmfied his intention to repair forthwith to Bombay, m 
Older to leftt his fquadron, the demolition was commenced without 
delay, left a Fiench aimament'fhould ai rive during their abfenccy 
and recover the town,whilft the fortifications lemained in a condition 
to affoid any advantage in maintammg it. . , 

Ml. Stevens failed on the 23d of February, with all the ftiips, eleven 
of the line, and two frigates. They took away 400 of the pnfoners 
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in Pondiclieii y, all of the legiments of Lorrain and Lall)^ to be 
confined at Bombay, or fent to Europe as opportunities fliould offei. 
As Mr Stevens intended to aid, if neceffaiy, in the attack of Mahe, 
the Piefidency fent- 50 of the company’s artillerv, and thiee of then 
engineers in the-fquadion. * 

Mahe is fituated four miles to the fouth of Tellicheiry. Thefoit 
and town ftaiid not far'fiom the bea'ch of the fea, along the fouth 
fide of a liver, which admits fmail veflfels- Several hills rife near 
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the town, and on the two neaieft on the fame fide of the iiver are 
built two fmali foits, and a much laigei^ called St. George, on a hilf 
on the ofhei fide. The fettlement piefidesTver all belongmg to the 
Fiench company on this fide of the pemnfula,' excepting then 'faflory 
at Surat, Thefe dependencies aie. five forts to the north of Telli- 
cheriy, and a fadloiy houfe at Calicut. 

The five' fiifps from England had landed-the troops at Tellicheriy 
by the 5th of January; but from the 'length 'of the paffage to and 
fro, the permifiion ftom Bombay to attack' Mahe - did not arrive 
before the beginning of Febiuary; and with it the'Prefidency fent 
one of then ciuizers, and a bomb-ketch ho aflifi;; as none of the fhips 
had been detained. The delay had given' Mr. Louet, the governor 
of Mahe, time to make treaties for a]fiifl:anc*e with feverahof the newh- 
bourmg chiefs of the cbuntiy; "with whom the fettlement had' long 
been in commerce; and they piomifed and Iwore to aififi; efficacioufly 
as againfi; a common' enemy. The aid was much wanted, for the Eu- 
ropean military, 1 on hvKom the firrels of the defence was to refi:, did 
not exceed 100, and even they,' Trom*^ the ' general' necefiity'oY the 
French company’s affairs, hakl" not received^ their pay for feveral 
months, and miffed no opportunity of defertmg.' The black troops 
belonging to the company, were a thoufahd. 

The troops at Tellicheriy maiched out and encamped on the 8th 
oTFebruary on the limits of Mahe. - Their numbers, for the gariifoii 
took the field, amounted to 900 Europeans, and 700 natives; they 
were commanded by major Hedlor Monro, who determined to dired 
his firfi: attack againfi: Fort St. George, on the hithei fide of the 
river. . 
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. "All the felicitations of Mr. Lonetwere of no avail, when his allies 
faw the Enghfli troops taking the field, and were apj^iized of their, 
numbers; they did not fend a man; and befoie day-break -the next 
morning, he dilpatched a letter to Mr. Hodges, the chief of Telli- 
cherry, piopofiiig terms of capitulation, on which Major Mom o was 
ordered not to coimnence hoftilities. ^ Agents fent to explain doubts 
and objedtions, continued going to and fro until _the moinmg of 
the 13th, when the capitulation was figned. It was agieed, that 
all the European militaiy fhould be tianfpoited at the expence 
of the Englifh, either 'to the iflaild of Bourboiv 01 to Europe, 
and when landed .there, to be free. The 'effedls, artillery, and 
military, flores, belonging to the French company, tweie to be 
fuiTendered, but the effedls and poffeffions of individuals' were to be 
pieferved to them entire, without moleflation in the life. The free 
exercife of the Roman religion was to be permitted as before the 
furrender; the priefls jpii' no account, weie to be vexed, nor the 
chuiches or religious edifices impaired. ' The' forts to the north- 
ward of Tellicheriy were to be given up oiiithe farne conditions as 
Mahe, and the fadlory at Calicut was to continue unmolefted under 
the. ufual neuti ality. of that town: ample honomi of war were al- 
lowed, to the garrifon. 'Five 'hundred men under the command of 
Major Peers maiched into Mahe at noon;, and''fbQii after, tlie garrifon v 
were efcorted, with their honours to Tellicherry. A detachment was 
then prepared under the command of Major Monro, to take in the 
forts to the northward, .which it was fufjiedled might difpute the 
terms of capitulation provided for them. The news of the furrender 
of Mahe arrived at Madrafs on the 3d of March. : 

Captain Stephen Smith, as foon as encamped before Gingee, 
fummoned Macgiegor, the commanding officer, who anfwered, that 
if he had brought one hundred thoufand men, the forts would not, 
be reduced in three yeais. The troops encamped to the eaft op^ 
polite to the outward pettah on . the plain, which, although it 
had a mud wall, w^as of much lefs defence than the inwaid town, 
which Hands on higher ground, nearly in. the center of the triangu- 
lar valley, extending between the three mountains. The valley 
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IS eiiclofed on the thiee fides by a ftroiig wall with towers of ftone, 
which have a ditch before them, excepting in fuch paits where ^the 
locks render it unneceffaiy ; but the wall continues up the moun- 
tains, and lui rounds the thiee forts, conne 61 :ing them with each other. 
Behdesthis exterior enclofuie, the mtciioi and higher defences run 
double lound the two forts to the eaft; and the great mountain to 
the weft, which is the principal fortification, has four enclofuies, one 
below another towards the town in the valley, but of different fpaces 
and elevations; and the higheft is a fteep lock in the north-weft 
part of the third enclofuie above the valley; tins far overtops all the 
mountains, and in the fore on its fummit, although fmall, is a con- 
tmual fpring of water. The' extent of wall in all fortifications 
meafiires more than 12000 yards; to defend which the French had 
only 150 Euiopeans, topaftes, or coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1000 
natives of the adjoining hills, whom they called Collenes. But 
they fuppofed the foits on the mountains to be impiegnable, and that 
the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if taken, the troops 
which were to maintain it, would be continually fubjeft to the fire 
of the defences above. 

The wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards from 
the mountain of St. George on the light, to the Englifh mountain 
on the left, and nearly in the middle pafTeth along the fide of a 
heap of rocks on- which the Trench had raifed a work. Which they 
called the rojal battery; under .which on the right towards the 
mountain of St. Geoige ftood agateway oppofite to the outwaid, 
pettah in the plain : but the pettah extended only from this moun- 
tain to the rocks of the battery. 

Obfervation and deferters (of whom feveral came every day) ap- 
piized Captain Smith of the ftate of the garrifon and defences, and 
that the garnfbn remained in perfe6l fecurity as well in the town 
below, as in the >foits' above. On the ' night -between the 2d. 
and third of February, he marched from his camp with 600 Sepojs, 
in two divifions, of which the foremoft, 200, carried a fufficient 
number of fcaling ladders, and the others weie to fiippoit when called 
for. They left the north wall of the pettah on the left, but pafied 

through 



The War of C o r o m a n d e l. Book XHI. 

tbi oiigh the intcivals of fomehonfcs, which adjoined to it and bi ought 
them oppoiitc to the middle of that pait of the wall of the valley 
W'hich extends between the loyal batteiy and the Englifli mountain. 
TJiey cioffed the ditch, placed then ladders, and gotovei the wall un- 
challenged; the objedl w'as now' to get pofTcffion of the gate on the 
othci fide of the lO'^al batteiy; but the rocks on Avhich it flood ex- 
tended backwai ds to tlie firft lioufes of the towm, and it was nccef- 
fiiy to go thiough the hi ft ftieet leading acrofs, in oider to pafs be- 
yond the leai of the locks and gain an avenue of tiecs, w'hich led 
dow'ii to the gatew'a) . they jirocccded e\en quite thiough the ftreet 
unpeiccivcd, but, as they W'eie coming down the avenue, W'cie chal- 
lenged and dilcovcicd by the guard of the gatew'ay, w'ho died; 
^vhicli alaimcd the other ftations in the tow'n, but w'lth fb much 
confufion, that Captain Smith gave no attention to it, but haftened 
to the gateway, fiom w'hich he difpeifcd the guaid at the pufh of 
bajonct, and opening the gate let in the other divifion of 400 Sepovs, 
who weic halting not fai oftTn the neateft ftielter, and w'lth them 
took pofTcftion of the royal batteiy. It w'as now' three in the morn- 
ing, and Smith w'aited for day light to drive the enemy out of 
the tow'll, w'ho retired before; fomc to St. George’s, others to 
the Englifli mountain, (but moft of them into the enclofure next 
the tow'll tow'aids the great mountain, w'here they continued firing 
from the adjacent lampart thioughout the next day upon the guards 
W'hich W'ere advanced and ftatioiicd 111 the houfes of the tow’ii 
and cannon from all the hills continually plunged dow’n, w'herefoe^ er 
the) faw' orfufpedled any of the Enghfti troops , but with little effedl. 
In the enfuing night the enemy’s tioops,w'ho had retired to the fecond 
ciiclofiire, left it, and retreated to the higher defences of the great 
mountain. 

On intelligence of this fuccels 1000 more Sepoys were fent to 
Smith, W'ho as the tow n was very unhealthy, continued more than 
one half of his force in the encampment on the plain. The defei tion 
continued, and amongft them came a veiy experienced Jemautdar 
of the Sepoys, w’ho proffeied to lead a paity by a path he knew to 
fill prize the forts on St.peorge’s mountain, he was’ trufted, and 
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the next night 200 Sepoys marched under his guidance. We 
aienot apprized of then track, but flippole they pioceededfrom the jy 
camp and went up on the outhde of the mountain to the fouth, to the 
enclofure of the outwaid rock which is 80 feet higher than thofe be- 
neath. They fixed their ladders, and got over the wall befoie they 
were difcovcied, and feizcd 8 Euiopeans, but the left of the guard 
efcaped to the enclofmes below ; wheic all continued very aleit until 
day-light, when an officei came down to capitulate, and demanded 
veiy liberal teims; but captain Smith knowing that they weie at any 
time in his power, by fending more men up to the rock above them, 
lefufed to accept the luriender, excepting at difcretion ; to which 
they confented. They were 42 Europeans, of whom fix were 
officers, and 70 Sepo)S. A laige flock of provifions was found 
in the forts of this mountain, by which it was concluded, that thofe 
HI the two others were equally as well jirovided ; and no enquiry gave 
hopes that either of thefe fortrefles could be taken by furpnze, and 
Eill lefs by open attack. It theiefoic remained' to tiy if time might 
pioduce the fuccefs which was not to be expe6led either from foice 
or foitune. 

The fame day that the mountain of St. Geoi ge fuii endei ed to captain 
Smith, the important fortiefs of Thiagar capitulated to Majoi Piefton, 
after a blockade and bombardment of 65 days, during which, above 
40 Europeans had deferted to him from the rock, 20 had been- 
killed or died, 25 lay wounded in the hofpital, and 114 rank and 
file, with twelve officei s, weie m a condition to march, fa that the 
whole number of Europeans which had been ffiut up weie upwards of 
200, with 300 Sepoys, and 100 Coffiees; they had piovifions for 
two months longor ; and the water, which gave the principal value to 
the fort, continued as ufual in plenty, and of a good quality, 
Neverthelefs, the commanding officer only flipulated that the gar- 
rifon fhould receive the fame ti eatment as the troops taken in Pon - 
dicherry ; according to which the officei s were to be fent to Europe 
upon parole, not to ferve again during the piefent war, and the 
Europeans of rank and file were to be treated at difcietion; and they 
were fent to be confined with thofe already in the prifons of 
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Ti itch inopoly; but the Sepoys and CofFiees being excellent weie 
taken into the Company’s feivice. 

In the mean time, the detachment fiom Tellicheiry was profe- 
ciituig the ledudlion of the dependencies of^Mahe. The hi ft 15 
called Foit Delhi, fituatcd on the ftiand of a promontory called 
hlount Delhi, which is a rcmaikable head-land ten miles to the 
noi th of Telhchei 1 y ; four miles further on is the mouth of the 1 1* 

% Cl of Nelifeium, which, defccnding fiom the mountains to the eaft, 
turns fhort many miles above, and continues paiallel to the beach ' 
of the fca, fiom which it is no uherc a mile afunder; a mile and a 
half up this iivci on the left hand, and on the mouth of another, 
ftands Ramatilly, which is a fmall fort; on the fame fide, fl\e miles 
beyond, is the foit of Mattalavy, wduch ftands ftiong on a locky 
eminence : feven miles farthei , on the N. fide of the mouth of ano- 
ther liver, is the fort of Nelifeium, wdiich is much laiger ; and fix 
miles up this liver, to the eaft, and on its left ftioie, ftands the 
fifth fort, which is fmall, and called Veiamaly. Foit Delhi, Neh- 
ierum and Ramatilly weie gariifoned by French troops, but the 
government of Mahe had delneied up the othei two in pledge for 
debt to t\vo chiefs of the country, who \vere determined not to 
pai t with them until compenfated ; and as they equall} command- 
ed the rivers, which weie the channels of traffick, the other three 
would be of no fen ice, if the two continued in hoftihty. Delhi 
and Ramatill) furrendered on the firftfummons, but at Mattalai y 
were affembled a large body of Naires, W'hofe bravery is always def- 
pei ate. The two fhips from Pondicherry, which wei e carrying back 
the Bombay troops, were at this time woiking up the coaft of Ma- 
labar, and hadpaffed beyond the rivei of Nelifeium; and Major Moii- 
rlv finding more lefiftance than he expedled in his expedition, fent 
after them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and two 
batteries ivere eredled againft Mattalavy * but the fettlement of 
Tellicheiry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two 
chiefs who were in poflefiion of Matalavy and Veramally, who 
confented to furiender them on condition of receiving an annual 
fine, which for both amounted to 3000 rupees. As foon as thefe 

forts 
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foits weie dellveied, the.Krenchjgainfonat'Nelifei'um, whicli did not 
exceed -20 Eiiiopean,s,-fiibmitted without rehftaiice. 

On the 5th of April,, Captain Stephen Smith received a propofal 
fiqm Captain' Maegregor, who commanded in the great mountain of 
Gingee, that he would, capitp 3 ,ate, if his gariifoii weie allowed the 
Ipnouis of, war, the, rank and^ hie to be fent to Europe by, the drib 
opportunity as ‘piifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per** 
Initted to letiie, ivith their arms, -baggage and effedls, to any of the 
neutial fettlemehts on the coaE, where thejqwqie to be fubfifted ac- 
cording to their_ ranks at the, expence of the Engliffi company,, who 
weie likewiffi to defray their paffage to Euiope. Three hundred of 
the Engliffi Sepoys had alieady died in the town, and in the mountain, 
-of St. George,"" from the peculiar inclemency of the air, wffiich has al- 
^-■ays been deemed the moft unhealthy in the Carnatic, infomuch that 
the French, ivhp never untrl [lately kept more than 100 Europeans 
here, had loll r2oo,^ m the ton }eais dui mg wffiich it had been in their 
poffeffion* Captain Smith, .therefore, vei y readdy accepted the terms,; 
and in the afternoon the garnfons marched out of the two mountains. 
The) w''eie 12, officers, and 100 lank and file, Europeans, CofFrees, 
and TopafTes, and 40 Lafears for the artillery, wffiich were-30 pieces 
of cannon and fome mortars^ ^ Apaflport and-fafeguard was allow'-ed 
to a Moor of dilbinftion, who had long redded in the gieat mountain. 

This day terminated the long contefted hoEilities between the twoi 
rival' European powers 111 Coi omandel, and left not a fingle' eniign 
of the French nation avowed by the authority, of its goyeinpient in 
any part of India ; for the troops which had gone away to^Mylbre,^ 
%vere heieafter to be 1 egar,ded as affiand of military adventureis feek-^ 
ing fortune and fubfiftence. In Bengal they had not a fingle agent 
or reprefen tative, and their fadlories at Surat and Calicut were mej e 
trading houfes on fufferaiice. ^ Thus after a w,ai of 1 5 years', which, 
commenced with the expedition oEDelabourdonnais againft-Madiafs! 
in 1746, and had continued /tom that timewith fcarceLy the inter-- 
miffion of one year,, was retaliated the fame meafuie.of extirpation, 
which had been intended,^ and invariably purfued, by the Fr ench 
councils againfl the Engliffi ^commerce and -power y for fuch, as is^ 
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a\wvecl in the French mcmoiis on tlic events we have related, was 
the obje 6 l of Dclaboiiidonnais’ expedition, of the whole goveinment 
and ambition of Duplcix, and of the great armament of naval and 
land foiccs, which accompanied Mr. l.ally to India, who confiantly 
deckiicd, that he had but one point, which was, not to leave an 
Englhhman in the pcninfula. To rctaid as much as polTiblc the 
facility of tlicir i e-eftabhflimcnt in Coiomandcl,if rcdloralions Iliould 
be made at the concluhon of a gcncial peace, Mr. Pigot laid a repie- 
fcntation before the council of Madrafs, which dctei mined them ta 
dehio} all the inlcrioi buildings, as well as the fortifications of Pon- 
dichcn},of which the demolition was b} this time ncarh completed r 
and in a few months more, not a roof was left handing in this once- 
fair and flourinniig city. 

For 0 -jcais bcfoie, ttic fortune of Fiance had been declining m 
ever} othci pint of the world ; they had lofl their fcttlements on the 
coah of Afnca, half their Vfcfl India iflands, the whole region of 
Canada; their na\ al foicc w’as utterly ruined, and their armies were 
flruggling undci defeats in Germany. The lofs of India, as a laft 
hope, excited the public indignation moi*c than any of the former 
difahcrs, which was fb far from producing any reconciliation amongfV 
the amenable, that it onl} fi'iarjicned their vengeance againft each 
other. Mr. Tally, on his arrival, formallv acciifed Mr. De Leyrit, 
Ml. BufTy, Mr. Moracin and Couitin, of having wilfully confpired 
the ruin of the Ficnch afiaiis froiiTthcii a\crrion to himfelf, as ap- 
jyointed by the King to invcftigatc and coiicfl theabufes of the go- 
vernment of Pondicherry. Of 200 peifons v ho \\ ere either arrived 
or retuining from hence, not more than 20 were in habits or con- 
ncdlions with Mr. Tally y all the others, 1 evoked by the exceffes of 
his temper, or the fcvcrity of his authority, bore him either fberet 
giudgc, oravowed haticd ; all thefe became voluntary partizans with 
Mr. De Tcyrit and the council, whofe refolutions were condudLcd at 
Pans, as they had been at Pondichci ly, by the Jefuit Tavaur. ' Their 
frft’ftep in public was to prefent a manifeft to the comptroller-ge- 
neral, in exculpation of thcmfclves, and accufing Mi . Tally of mif- 
CondiuSl under nine different heads, which, as the} laid, piovedmore* 

than 
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than incapacity; and in Anguft 1762, they petitioned the King to 
vindicate themfelves juridically from the acciifations of Mr. Lally; 
whofbme months after was confined m the Baftile. In June 1763, 
father Lavaui died ; this Jefuit had compofed in India two me- 
moirs, the one a juftification and pancgynck, the othei a defama- 
toiy impeachment of eveiy part of Mr. Lally’s conduft. Argu- 
ments taken from this piece weie occafionally fupphed to pio- 
pagate the public antipathy, but it had never been authentically 
publiflied As Lavaui was rated as an evidence, his papeis were 
taken pofieffion of by the officers of juftice, and athongfi; them this 
libel was found. Lavaur, as if mined by the lofs of Pondicheiry^ 
had petitioned the government for a fmall penfioii of fubfiftence ; 
and It was difcovered that he died poffiefiTed of 60,000 pounds in 
gold, diamonds, and bills of exchange. This hypocrify, with the 
fiauds of anothei Jefiiit, ' who managed the wefteiii miffions, con- 
duced not a little to the exptilfioa of the order ; but full attention 
was given to' the memoir of Lavaur, „ and fromlts documents the 
attorney general mfeited the charge of high treafon; which deprived 
Mr. Lally of the affiftance of counfel. After he had been con^ 
fined 18 months, the deponents 111 the procefs were biought 
before him, and he peimitted to inteiiogate them before^ the j/e- 
cdrdei. “The number of fadls'depofed'againft him amounted _tp phS 
hundred and fixty, for every violent or unguarded expreffion during 
the courfe of his. government and ill fuccefs was admitted." The 
number of witneffes mull hkewife have beeri many, for Mr.^ Lally 
oppofed llrong reproaches of incompetency to thirty-four _of> I hem. 
The recorder ’ was the fame who ha^ given the mofi: fimguinary. 
judgment ever pronounced in France againft a young man of/amily ; 
and Mr. Lally, with his ufual indifcrelioii and intemperance, aggia-; 
vated the feveiity of his charadler, ty treating him with haughtiri 
nefs and contempt during the difcharge of his office. Eighteen 
months palled in the confrontation and ' interrogatories, when the 
final decifion was to be made 'by the whole parliament of Pans,' 
which IS compofed of 120 members. It muft be left to conjedlure, 
how many of them went regularly through' the immenfe volume 
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of lecorcls fiom which they weie to form theii judgments, and how 
few perfevei^l m conapanng and combimng'this rfniltitude'of depo- 
htions with one anothei, in a fbbjedl fo new to them, whether 
as military operations by land and fea, or as tranfadlions in aftiange 
land, of which they- were now to learn the cuftoms, manneis,, cli- 
mate, and geogiaphy. Neverthelefs, with due attention, much of 
this knowledge, and of the caufe itfelf, might be acquiied from the 
memoirs pubhlhed not long before the decihon, by Mr. D’Ache^ 
Soupiies, Buffy, and of Mr. Deleyrit, who was dead, ' but publilhed'^ 
by his hens, v/ith Teveial others of leifer note and importance; 
and fiom the more copious judifications of Mr^ Lally,- swritten by, 
-himfelf, with the fame unconquered.fpint of invedlive againd his 
enemies,, as had 'brought on him the combmation of accufations. 
on which the jurhprudence of his country was now to pronounce,. 
But none of thefe pubhcations^alleged, nor did any evidence affeit 
&ny-fa£l:, -to warrant the fentence of his judges, who mud there- 
fore -have been led ^by the report ofdhe recorder cto condemn him 
to be beheaded, as duly attainted and « convidted' of having be- 
trayed the intereds-ofjhe King, the date, .and the'Ead India com- 
pany ; of abufe of authority, vexations, and exaftions, upon the 
iubjeifts of the King,' and fh angers refident Pondicherry..'. Be- 
fore the fentence was -made'hnown, -he hah- been.rdiveded m the 
pfefence of the court of 'his militai-y 'oi decs, 'and declaied degraded 
of his military lank, m confequence of which hewas removed fiom 
the Badile, as a more honourable confinerhent,-to the commonrpii- 
fon of criminals. Here nr the marnmg.of the pth , of May, 1766, his 
lentence was read to him ; •heithrew up his hands to heaven, and ex- 
claimed, hs^this the reward of4'5'years -£br vice 1 and fnatchingapair 
of compRdes, which lay with ^maps .on his table, druck it to'hia 
bread, hub it did not pierce to his heart; he then gave loofe to every 
execration againd his judges -und accufersc His rfcaffold was pre- 
pared, and his^ execution- appbmted. for the fame, afternoon : to pre- 
vent him fromTpeakmg'to the'fpe< 5 lators, a.large.gag was put into 
his 'mouth before he wasrtaken out of prifon, wheri he was carried 
in a common, eart, and beheaded on the Gi eve» --He penthed in the 
<6:5th yeai of his age, 
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If abiife of authority, vexations, and exa'dions, are not capital 
m the jnnfpradence of Fiance, they ought not to have been in- 
ieited, as efficacious, in the fentence of death. The betiaymg of 
interefts required that the intention of ruining them ffiould be 
pi oved by inconteftable fadls ; but Mr. Laily neithei gave in» 
telligence to the Enghffi, of which they could take advantage, 
nor led or commanded Ins troops to fei vices of deflrudlion 
without the jirobability of advantage from their efforts, nor re- 
ceived hi ibes to influence the geneial plan of his condufl. The 
invedlive of his declaration to Colonel Coote, when offering to 
furrender, ffiews how little favour he expedled from the Englilh 
government; and he had peifonally offended Mr. Pigot in his cor- 
relpondence. Neverthelefs, the imputation of havmg fold 'Pondi- 
cherry, opened the cry againft him in France. Mr. D’Eflaign, n.nd 
Cnlloii depofed honourably of him. Nor was the lentence of his 
judges unanimous. Mr. Siguier, admiied for his eloquence, and 
Mr. Pellotjffoi his application and the clearnefs of his underffanding^ 
■declared their convidtion of his innocence; another of his judges ac- 
knowledged, that he was not condemned on any particular faft, but 
on the whole together. Mr. Voltaiie, who had well confldered the 
caufe, has not fcrupled to call his death a murder committed with 
■the fword of Juftice. 

Mr. Tally conftantly claimed the right of having his military 
condudl tried by a board of general officei s. They would have leen 
his errors with difceinment, and weighed them with dmparhality. 
That the recall of Mi . Puffy from Salabadjing, and the fubftituting 
the inflifficient abilities of Mr.-Conflans, produced the lofi of Ma- 
fulipatam and the northern jirovmces. That the fiege of Madrafe 
was wrong in the intention, and equally defedlive in the execntion; 
but that Mr. Tally expedted no abler refiftance heie than he had 
met at Foi t St. David. That the feparation of the army, by the large 
detachment fent'to Seringham, which- enabled the Enghffi to ex>" 
tend their hairier to the-fouth of the Paliar by -the acquihtion of 
Vandivaffi and Carangoly, was contiary to the found piinciples of 
war; but that the motive was, the hope of relieving the want of 
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money,- and ihe diftrefs for piovifions. That the' attempt to letake 
Vandivafh, reduced Mi.Lally to the neceffily.of receiving battle, 
which as the Enghfli were feeking, he ought to have avoided; 
but that he had reafon to expe6l gi eater induftry and fpirit in the. 
artillery, officers, and engmeeis, who might have breached the place 
in half the time. Whether, after this battle, Pondicheriy might have 
been better ftored, or whether the provifions colleded were injudi-- 
cioufly difjoofed of, would, aftei all witneffes, have remained adecifion 
of doubt. 

The troops which ariived with Colonel Coote in November 1 759, 
with his immediate adlivity in the reduiSfion of y andivafh and’Caraiir 
goly, bi ought the war nearly to an equality ; which juflified him in 
rifquing the battle foi the relief of Vandivafh,- although he' fought 
it with the inexplicit difappiobation of the Piefidency in his pocket; 
but his difpofitions had fecured 1 efources againft mifchance. .Before 
this important fuccefs, the views of no one had extended to the le- 
dudiiomof Pondicherry • but inflantly after, all were impreffed with 
the firmefi: perfiiafion of this teimmatioii of the war. This fortu- 
nate confidence led to the moft vigorous counfels. Nothing, it was 
reafoned, if all advantages are taken, can iave Pondicheiry, except- 
ing the arrival of their fquadion in force fiiffieient to cope with the 
Englifh; of the lucky introdudlion of troops and money by divi- 
fions of -their fhips, if the whole do not venture: whatfoever is 
gained in ' the mean time will 1 equire fo much effoi t to recover, 
ihould the enemy be reinforced; and if they aie not, will be fo much 
accomplifiied towards the ultimate obje6t. The enteipiizing fa- 
gacity of Colonel Coote loft no time in difcoveiing and taking every 
advantage. The Prefidency feconded his operations by the expedition 
to Karical, and in fupplies to the field; the garrifon of Tntchinopoly . 
by:their a6fivity; the detachment to the weftward by its vigilance; 
the army by their zeal on all occafions. Colonel Coote, by conftantly 
expofing his own perfon with the Sepoys, had brought them to fiif- 
tain dangerous fervices, from which the Europeans weie piefervedL 
By this oeconomy,and the reinforcements fiom England and Bombay, 
if the armament fo much announced had ariived, and landed a 
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gi eater forc^ than France had ever before fent to India, the 
Englifh on the day of the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a con- 
dition to have given them battle, if they had chofen it, under theii;’ 
very walls. 

Colonel Cootc embarked on the- 13th of March, leaving his regi- 
ment to follow; and with him, our narrative returns to the affairs 
of Bengal. 
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Adlif, a French flnp of war, 512 513 693. 

Adams, captain, 608 

Adlei cron’s legiment, 458, 487 

Adnet, captain, 379, 380, 382 

Adorn, 493 547 „ , 

Affleck, captain, of the Panther, 709. 

Afnctt, 734 

Aga) patty, a fort, 704 

Aimapettah, 439 

Airey, lieutenant, 395 398 445 462 471 cap-J 
tain, 625 641 

Alamparvaii, 367 37c 395 400 410 590 596 
605 612 613 615 616 617.624 626 655 
636 638 651 652. 

Allen, major, an officer m Lallj ’s regiment, 
703 714 715 

Alvar TiniicUj, S E of Uniiclly, 706. 

An boot, 663. 

America, an Enghfli man of war, 659 709 
Amiildar, or renter, 496 
Andrews, Mi 376 473 493. 557 
Angus, lieut 613 

Anje/igo, 419 468 567 707 717 
Anunderamrauze, 554 

Anundcrauze, 375 376 377 381 382. 383 
47- 473 474 475 479 4^^ 4^2.49° 49^ 
554 557 559 
Anwaiodean Khan, 531, 


Arabs, 548 

Arcot, 367 36S 370 371 372 415 424*437 

453 459 462 464*469 471 493 496 497 

502 504 505 506 508 516 526 527 528 

533 538 542 546 547 548 549 55° 553 

571 572 575 593 591 592 594 595 6or. 

602 603 605 615.616 626 637 6^9 650 

695 700 

Arcot, fo)t, 368 501 546 590. 594 595 
Aitancop>ang,ion, 6^6 657 659 660 661 •665. 
672 696 697 

redoubt, bound-hedge, Pondicher- 
ry, 665 666 671 67a 680 683 
691 712 

jiver, 610 647 648 655 65S 683. 

687 696 697 700 701 712. 
toil}?!, 636 642 644 648. 649 
Auclorc, Polygar, 440 725. 

Arnec, 496 

Arm, 530 571. 591. 592 603. 

Aiiacaii, 556. 

AJla 562 

Aflafbcg, a jemidar, 612. 629. 631 638, 
Atchaveram, 537 599. 

Amcngabad, CiI) 476 492 

Bahor, 638 
Bajmrow, 571. 

BaLigerow, general and regent of the Morattoe', 
424 494 684. 695 
Balantjne, heut 397 
Bata/oro, 555 

Baldwys 

SB 


VoL. 11. 
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Carvalho's garden, 441. 442 444 445 446 
Caffimcolah .) 472. 

Catabominaig, 467 561 563 ‘] Cs ^ 

Cathchart, the Engldh uatch-wordat the attack 
of the Fiench flnps off Pondichenv, 689 
Cavai, river, 539 551 597 598 600 620 

673 674 686 

Centaur, a Fiench fliip of war, 312. 514 515 
693 694. 

Ceylon, If and 0 ^, 507 511 333 706 712 

Chace, enfign, 393 

Chaa apolla?/}, a mud fort, N of Thiagar 699 
Clmmbole, a village in 'the Nortl ein Pi evinces, 
377 378 379 ^ 

Cliandamungahany a foit, 691 
Chandfigheny, 371 463 464 494 
Chandemagore y 720 722 

Chetifnnaloie, a village, on the Paliar, 338. 3 l-^* 
Clvcacole, piovince, 334 
Chilamluvum, 536 337 599 602 614 616 
622 626 630 632 704 
Chilfliolm, lieut 573 390 
Chnabalabat am, on the confines of M) fore 6S3 
Ch'ndadicpettah, a village, 38" 397 434 
a village, 533 371 572 
Chrglapet, 368 369 370 372 373 384 395 
398 399 4D0 401 408 414 424 430 

434 4 fo 442 * 447 453 458 459 461 

462 469 497 498 310 513 538 542. 

,543 544 545 575 59 ° 594 595 
Chpauh, a village, 432 

Chitoie, 42 j. 463 464 

Chittamooi, a foit, S E of Thiagar, 699 

Chttapet, 367 470 497 301 509 516.542 

544 549 550 553 59 ° 59 ^ 602 603 

604 603 624 625 691. 

Choultty plain, S W of Foit St George, 383 
q86 387 397 434 436 455 461 
Choi'ltiys,l ^6 462 469 471 497 6og 631.632, 
Chour, or tribute, 683. 

Chunderfaheb, 526 544 638 712 721 
Clive, colonel, 491 33J. 336 358 371 592 663. 
Cobelong, 393 397 398 _ « 

Cveanara, 357 358 339 560 
Cochin, on the Malabai coalt, 706 
Cockanatah, a Dutefi fettlement, 481 
Co'-o-nut, batteiy Pondicherry, 701 712. 

Codavsi diftri6Is, 492. 

Coffrees, 369. 388 450 453 '461. 489 313 
518 520 325 540 584 600 606 609 
614 640 641 645 649 654 691. 713 
729 731 732 733 j 

Codas Cuddy , a fort on the lulls near VeJorcj 544. 


Coihrepcttah , 563. 

Colai lake, 539 

Colaoon , rivei, 383. 439 440. §35. *536, 

537 539 54 ^ 55 ° 55 ^ 597 - 59 ® 599 * 

600 602 620 630 695 704 

Colleries, 399' 40S. 414 462 467 493 539. 

541 550 551 561 562 564 565. 566 

567 568 569 605 673 675 677 705. 

707 729 

Cohimlo , port, oppofite to Cape Comorin, 706 
Combaconum , on the fii ft arm of tbeC«ver/,620 704 
Cornpagnie des Indes, a Fiench flup, 688 68g 
690 691 696 697 71 1 
Company’s exchange, 438 
gaidens , 660 
poffejions , 360 
regulations, 481 482 
reprefentative, 373 
flups, 373 420 423 449 31 Ii 

312 631 643 631 659 714 717. 
troops, 592 437. 458 463 487 
303 307 322 579 582 584 
587 389 647 662 666 671 732» 
Con.te de Provence, a French fliip of wai, 312* 

513 SH- 

Co'crt’e, a fort, 477 480 
Cordaviic , 304 309 

Condoii ., a village in the Noifhern piovinces, 
111 37S 439 4-^0 

Conflans, Mr 3-76 377 378 382 400 474 

475 476 1-78 485 488 489 491 504 737 ' 

Conjcveiam, 368 369 370 372 373 374 373 
384 399 400 401 402 413 423 430 

459 462 469 .470 ^93 494 493 497 
498 coe 506 307. 508 eto qrC 316 

527 331 538 341,542 546 549 561 
57 Z ,573 575 590 

Conimeie , 6 iz ' 

point , S of Sadrafs, 393 
Cook, enfign, 394 
Coolies, 613 621. 680 717 718 
Coote, lieut colonel, 303 523 334 341 

542 543 544 545 5-16 549 55 ° 552 - 

553 - 571 572. 573 574 575 5/6 577 

578 579 580 581 582 584 383 589 

590. 391 392 394 393 396. 601 602 

604 603 606 607 6c8 610 611 612. 

613 616 624 626 627 628 629 632 

633 634 638 639 641 642 643 644 

643 646 647 649- 630 632 633 634 

656 658 639 660 662 663 -663. 666 

673 679. 680, 681. 682. 6S3 687 6go. 

697. - 

"3 3 2 



INDEX TO 


697 698 700 702 71(2 713 7K 716 

718 719 720 722 724 725 727 '738 /-g 
Cootc’b ifgmicnt, ^07 1,84 585 587 ,58; 

608 613 647 651 C 6 () 72^ 

Coinifli, rcai iciiiiiral, 524 533 53], 60^ 615 
617 631 631J 711 
Coioma'icltl, battalion, 666 


lO'iJl bF, 420 4iT i'58 483 493 
s<"3 507 604 694 725 

73 3 73 'r 

Cc /( Tf/w, a n u(i loit on tlic S bnni'’ of the Ca- 
vcji, 6or 

Cojfitiictnh, a toil, 40 miles of Vj/agapa- 
^'''ii’ 37 s 3 /^ 

Coven Naig, a Siibahdai ,692 ' 

Council of IVl iclials, 463 

of Pondicheriv, caS 602 63 C 6 j.2 
643' 695 719 721 

Ca^icpanh, 370 ana aqc 406 coi 1:02 
5c6 507 508 5^6 548 550.552 553 572 
590 592 

Couit ot Dnectors, 503 726 

Couitin, Mr of the council, Pondicherry, 719 
7-3 734 v 

Ciillon, Chtvahti de, 367. 370.539 540 541 


Cross Ie\, enfign, 384 388 397 
CWrt^rr//, 464 533 547 548 582 
C’r/n'irpaiHrt/rtr’', W of Velorc, 549 704 708 715 
Ctid'laloe, ro.ad, 651 691 

fchooner, belonging to the compans. 


429 440 453 

town, 495 631 653 634 642.645 
647.652 657.658 659 688. 696 
698 726 

Cumberland, an Englifli flop of svai, 512. 51 
515 631. 

Cuitac}’^ in Oii\n, 555 


D’Ache, Mi 510 512 514. 524 525. 636 
693 694 736. 

D’Agiulle, Mr 512 
Dairy mple. Mi 425 
Damalchcuy, 424 464. 494 591 
Damerla-Venkytapah-naigue, 509 528 53-1. 
Dameriah Venkytapah, 464. 

Danes, 535 683 690 
Daiiifli government, 697. 
fliip, 507 

Darveu, a French officer, 555. 

D’Autueil, a Fiench officer, 663. 

De Beck, captain, 458. 

De Buke, captain. 612, 


Decan, 491 492 504 526. 547 587. 

Detd, 724 
DTgiiille, Mr 510 
De la Doiicfpt, lieil'-eTiant, 520 
De la Fane, a Fiencli colonel, 370 
DeLandivilian, a Fiench colonel, 370. 
Dclass'ay, or icgent, 636 637 
Deleynt, Mr governor of Pondiclierr} , 459 
464 498 538 602 626 635 642 734. 736. 
Den I haJiion,Yo\t St George, 413 
D’Eftaignc, count, 367 370 394 737 
De Tilly, commandant of Cbittapeit, 591 
DcvtCo‘a\ 437 453 535 536 599.614 630. 
699 700 

D’Haiambure, a French officer, 662 
Digby Dent, captain of the Tyger, 690 
Diligence, a French fiigatc, 375 400 410 433. 

Dnidigtl, 468 639 650 672 673 675 678. 

679 68 7 704 705 706 707 
Dollabad, lorircfs, 4 76 

Draper, heut col 368 373 374 390 391.- 
392 393 XII 458 463 
Diapei’s icgiment, 420 425 462 582 585. 

586.587 589,647 651 666 669 
Diians 491 504 531 552 547.601 
Dubbcci, or minifter, 601. 

Dubo’s, Mr Fiench commtflaiv 723 724 
Duede Biirgognc, 512 514 
Due d’Orleans, 5 12 514 525 
I Duefpe, lieutenant, aid de camp to col Coote, 
716. 

I Duke of Aqiiitain, an Enghfh ffiip, 710 
I an Enghlli ftore fliip, 703 710 714 

Dumefiiil, a French lieutenant, 298 
Dupleix, Mr 613 C27 734 
Dupre, .Mr of the council, Madrafs, 71a. 718. 
Durafapatam, N of Madraf', 454 
Du Eocliei, a French commander, 477 
Dune, colonel of the French king’s artillery, 


719 720 

Dutch, 406 438 458 498 507 508 510 534 
. — ^(5 q ^56 706. 

fettlements, 396 406 6go 
Blips, 374 395 396 
troops, 706 

Ea/aJtnvei f wood and fort, 566^ 

Lajl Indies, 507 
Lgmore, bridge, 387. 
plain, 452 
redoubt, 388 

a village, 385 387. 389.397. 400 436. 


4-55 456 


Eifer, 


/ 
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Eifei, lieiuemnt 651 65a. - 
Elavanrjore, 398 399 494 ^99 500 637. 698 
699 

Elizabeth, an Englifli man of war, 512 513 

5^5 7 ” 

Elliot, lieutenant 394,471 546 

othenvife called IWoic, S \V of Rajah- 
miindiiim, 474 475 476 480 
Evg^mul, 368. 371 462 463 503 507 i;io 
604 631. 63a 642 649 651 653 659 
663,694 695 717 724 725 727 738 
Enghfli, 437. 441 464 465 491 7'>o 726 


737 73 » 739 
admnal, 708 711 724 
aflaiis, 336 360 361. 


378 


army, 374 

375 

376 

377 

379 

380 381 

382 

383 

384 

385 

387 

388 3S9 

300 

391. 

392 

393 

394 

402 406 

408 

415 

421 

43 r 

442 

459 462 

463 

466 

467 

468 

469 

470 472 

473 

474 

475 

476 

477 

479 480 

482 

483 

489 

490 

492 

493 494 

495 

497 

498 

300 

501 

501 505 

506 

516 

5 H 

522 

327 

528 529 

330 

531 

533 

537 

542 

544 545 

546 

549 

550 

553 

554 

555 559 

560 

565 

572 


576 

577 578 

579 

581 

<:82 

583 

581 

588 589 

600 

601 

602 

605 

604 

603 610 

616 

619 

623 

625 

626 

628 629 

634 

635 

636 

642. 

643 

644 645 

647. 648 

649 

651 

632 

654 633 

656 

657 

639 

663 

666 

667 672 

677 

678 

681 

683 

690 

692 693 

703 

710 

713 

717 

720 

721. 722 723 
in Bengal, 308 

724 

556 

728 

730. 



camp, 571 573 ?74 589 627 645 

646 648 657 658 659 66 r. 662 

665 666 696 708 714 
m the Carnatic, 468 469 1^26 332 

533 538 547 549 * 557 561 565 

1:66 C71 C74 592. 603 638 641 

695 704. 706 707. 715 
chiel, 557 

colours, 425 649 678 723. 
diftnflsi 464 574 
Eaft India company, 724 726 
faftories, 468 474. 557 596. 693. 
flag, 721 723. , 

garrifons, 602. 

government, 371 438 528 737. 
governor of Madrafs, 456. 
hofpital, 410 


EngliQi nioMtatn^ near Gwgee^ 729. 730. 
poflefiions, 376. 
pods, 700 723 
piifontrs, 397 ^03 
redoubt, 660 661 
refident, ^53 
fettlement*', 534 
fliips, 423. 310 360 727 
fquadion, 368. 369 371 496 499 
307'sio 511 312 313 314 313 
324 325 333 333 336 562 363 

604 613 617 624 630 631 633 

634 635 643 633 656 637 659 

688 691 710 711 724 723 726, 


727 

Rations, 333 

foi t, at Viz.agapaiam, 48 1 
women, 406 409 

Eflevan, a ciazy, biify Jefuit, 43S 374 
Ettapmum^ ifi] 361 363 706, 

Eu}ope, 327 613 727 728 731 733 
Euiopean deftiter, 678 / 

inhabitants, 602 624 633 
manners, 639 
nations m Bengal, 720 
ren*^ers, 636 
e eflels, 614 

Eutopeans, Enghfli, 369 372 373 377 37S 


379 

381 

38a., 

387 

38S 

389 

396 

397 

398 

401 

407 

408 

411 

414 

415 

416 

417 

418 

419 

421 

422 

423 

427 

42S 

429 

431 

433 

434 

435 

436 

442 

443 

447 

449 

450 

431. 

432 

453 

453 

456 

457 ' 

458 

461 

462 

463 

477 

479 

480,1 

481 

484 

483 

489 

495 

497 

499 

501 

302 

503 

505 

306 

507 

308 

510 

5^5 

318 

521 

523 

327 

531 

534 

535 

536 

537 

539 

54 r 

342 

346 

549 

550 

55 ^ 

552 

55C 

558 

360 

573 

575 

577 - 

578 

382 

583 

584 

388 

589 

594 

597 

600 

604 

607 

608 

609 

610 

611 

‘ 614 

615 

621 

622 

623 

627 

628 

629 

630 

632 

633 

634 

639 

641 

642 

6jL3 

649 

630 

631. 

653 

634 

636. 

639 

660 

663 

666 

668 

660 

671 

672 

673 

673 

676 

677 

680 

682. 

683 

687 

692 

696 

697 

698 

704 

710 

713 

717 

718 

726 

727. 

738 






Europeans^ 



INDEX 


T O 


Euiopcrns, Ej-ench, 27a 377 378 379 380 

381 382 383 383 386 3S7 

388 396 397 39S 399 401 

407 408 415 430 431 443 

444 -447 4?4 45^ 459 4^2 

463 470 474 473 477. 4S0 

a86 489 491 493 495 497 

499 500 501. 504 516 517 

525 527 533 535 539 ^40 

54T 542. 544 545 546 547 

548 549 551 554 555 55^ 

557 558. 560. 57^ 572 573 

574 575 578 581 582 583 

558 589 390 391 392 595 

597 598 600 601 603 603 

606 6 oq 610 613 622 623 

626 628 629 631 633 634 

635 640 641 647 643 643 

649 630 632 653 637 663 

650 682 683 684 686 689 

6go 691 692 697 698 699 

704 715. 724 728. 729 731 

733 

in general, 402 733 

Expedition, a French fiigate, 375 400 415 


Falmouth, company’s flnp, 714 

an Englifli man of war, 616 617 
709 

Fifchei, captain, 485 487 488 489 ^58 359 
560 

Fitzgeiald, lieutenant, 633. 

Fitzpatrick, lieut 421 

Fletcher, captain Robert, 692 698 702 703 
lieutenant, 538 539 

Ford, col 375 376 377 378 379 380 381 
382 383 400 462 472. 473 474. 475 
476. 479 481 482 aSj 484 487 4.89 
490 491 492 493 504 557 558. 

Ffl)/ 5/ Di.vii/, 368 398.49s 497 511 560 
633 634 642 737 
Dauphin-Kaucal^ 6j8 619 621 
Delhi, on Mount-Delh, 732 
St Geoige, 385 401 4.02 403 404 yo6. 
425 678 

Lems, citadel of Pondicherry, 720 
at Rajahrmndrum, 383 

Fortunte, a French fliip of war, ^12 513 314 

Foul point, in the ifland of Madagafcai, 51 1 
694 

Fiance, 370 402 498 ^ri jz; 636 657 
642 694 695 708 720^ 721 726 734 
735 737 739 

Free company, French, 640 684. * 


Freiflirnaii. enpt. 45S. 
Flench afta.is 


agents, 

army, 

37S 

3S5 

392 

406 

44-3 

464 

4/-t 

482 

495 

504 

526, 
545 
55 4 
572 

c8o 

596 

60s 

628 

637 

647 

^’55 
684 
703 
732 
camp, 
580 
in the 
467 

556 

624 
720 


/Jt 

549 

367 

379 

3S6 

394 

407 
44 J. 

465 

475 

485 

496 

505 

533 

546 

555 

573 

5S1 

597 

606 

629 

640 

648 

6(^6 

686 

70S 


697 

372 

380 

3S7 

395 

409 

453 

468 

476 

490 

497 

Sc6 

555 
547 

556 

574 

582 

598 

610 

630 


708. 

373 374 

381 382 

388,389 

400 401 

41 S- 424 


458 

469 

477 

491 

49S 

509 

538 

548 

557 

576 

584. 

599 

6ii 

632 


641, 6'I2. 
649 630 


658 

691 

7«5 


667 

692, 

720. 


459 

470 

479 

492 

499 

516 

541 

549 

559 

577 

588 

600 

6's 

633 

643 

651 

671 

695 

721 


375 

383 

390 

402 

425 

461 

472 

480 

493 

500 

517 

543 

552 

560. 

578 

589 

601 

621: 

634 

645 

653 

679 

C96 

723 


376 

384. 

39I' 

403 

437 

463. 

473 

481 

494 

Sor 

518. 

544 

553- 

571* 

579 

.590 

604. 

626 

6’56 

6.^6 

6S4. 

683. 

699 

729. 


5/1 577 578 579 


400 469. 

581 642 

Carnatic, 371 373 438 439. 

533* 533 538 546 547 554 

566 571 576 -592 603 623 

625 638 639 677 686 69s 

721. 

colours, 490 616 

company, 370 635 681 693 694. 

723 727 728 736 
company’s domains, 638 
company’s fervanls, Pondicheny, 635. 
636 

defeiters, 6oi. 

r7//7?rt?7j-, 41S 464 495 -^99 625 631. 
faftorv, 474 475 556 557 
gairifons, 368 625 733 ' 

government, 400 464 469 S3 5 S3 7 

S44 614 629 642 694 ’ 

holtages, 438 
hutlars, s i S 

in India, 399 438 439 530 733. 
inhabitants, 618 665 
king and miniftry, 325. S26. 
language, ^545.' 

French 
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French nation, 491 753. 

officna, 39!; 4 < 5 ? 4S6 487 S 5 S 55 ^ 

595 <^40 753 ^ ^ 

pnfoncis, 41 a 458 463 503 534 538 
6 c« 704 72 ) 725 . 7^6 

rtmtis, 496 5)6 
jcprf ftntativrs, 715 
fi'ilLmciita, 725 7:6 

395 4^5 433 40 ^ ^88 693 
(94 

fqnadron, aC'R 408 Coy Cii <r 2 

<;i 3 414 315 S'^ 525 . 5=7 533 

5*5 575 58 = ^>'4 ^’55 

6!;7 o6t G93 694 ^'93 7-3 7 j^' 

/^^t terj^ 624 

tntiing-liourt., 544 
\oliuicm, 604 607 6 a 8 620 640 
Fijn's the N E hcndl.md of tin. j/? 
of C 9 / 0 V, 507 Jro 

rnmcl, vifcoiint, a 1 rtnch commanckr, 500 
509 516 . 517 530 535 


province', 


Gadar'Ccia) , a fort, 679 
Gall'ya-U a village in the northern 

377 378 
Gar^adffffln^ 504 

493. 554. 555 556 557. 55S 560 
5S2 616 

Gfirinii', 734 
Gtr^re, 507, 440 
616 624 625. 

649 650. 651 
,658 666 679 
693. 695 6g6 
728 733 

Godaven, a river, 383 472 473 474. 48: 


590 591 596 
626 636. 640 
652. 653 654 
684 686 687 
698 699 703, 


603 605 
643 64 B 
656 657 
691. 692 

715 725 


49^ 557 559 

Gopaitlh-’irj, a Morattoc officer, 424 
Gopaiil Row, 464 465 469 494. 495 
Gordon, major Robert, 518 519 520 521 

523 624 626 628. 666 669 

671 672. 

major William, 666 668 670 
Governor of Ponclithcir}, 635 
Grafton, an Englifli man of war, 368. 512 
^S'3 5H 515 7'i 

Grantham, an Erghfh Eaft India flnp, 51 1 

Grcig, captain, 458 ' 

Grrw, at Trir/j, Lallv executed theic, 736. 
Grey, Mi Englifli refident at Cuttack, 555. ’ 
Gurtler, capt 458 
Haidan, commodore, 696, 


Hauver battery^ Pondicherry, 714 716 717 718. 
719 

Haidwicke, a compinv’s ffiip, 375. 383 474. 

479 4S0 484 490 491 556 
[laricin, a Dinch lliip, 37). 400 408 425. 

426 42S 429 433 491 556 6r6 
IJalfm AIIv, 601 

fleimioiu, Ficiicli fli.p, 688 689 694 71X. 
Heron, colonel, 562 
Hii'liland rcginitrit, 659 671 726 
Iliflop, cap an, 458 714 
IJ vdgcs, Mi chief of Telhchciiy, 728 
ilopkios, liwiit 453 
i/ornc, lieut 536 537 1:98 601. 
llorfc, 300 French Europeans, excellently 
mounted and difciplmed, the greatefi: num- 
ber w Inch Ind hitheito appeared togetlier la 
Jnd a, 385 386 
Htiinc, captain, 393 458 
HniUer, enfign, 471 

TIunterman, fcijcant, 499 500 501 ; enfign, 
536 

IJiiffin Ally, 598 

Ilnncin Cawn, 466 467. 468 639 

Hullev, captain, 594 

Hydeicihad, 475 476 492 493 504 662. 
livdcnllv the Myibre general, 468 636 637. 
638 639 642 677 678 679 685 686. 

695 715 

Hydtrjnng, 475 582. 

Jackfon, Mr firft lieutenant of the Tyger, 515 
[ Jangotam, a village On the bank of the Pa- 
1 573 

I Jcinaiil Saheb, 396. 397 41 1 
I feniidirs, 610 612 634. 730 
Jefuits, 574 660 66c 708 719 735 
'Jcfuits church, in the village of Oidgauy, 665 
[efns, company of, 660 

* Jlhinre, a French flnp of war, 512. 513 514. 
Ihor, a foit on the Caveri, 674 
India, 386 402 459 4-81 499 530 563. 
631 637 650 659 686. 726 733. 
734 735 739 

battalion, 390 391. 392 529 574. 

582 587 588 660 661. 665 671. 
672 

I hlh and nailds, 568. 

I Indiamen, 534 
Indian coin fidds, 378 379. 

forces, 490 
I houfts, 390. 

Indians, 502. box. 


Ihgercrii 



INDEX TO 


hgeram, 557 

Inglifs, capftin Nathaniel, of the Shaftefbury 
Eaft rndiaman, 425 426 436 452 
Iiinis Khan, 549 554 571 390 591 
Johnftone, Mi the commiflary, 373 376. 382 
483 

IJland, the, neai Fort St Gmge^ 385 387 
JJlt of Bourim, 511, 694 728. 

oi Fiani.e^ 510 511 693 694 
Iffoof Khan, 561. 

Juggapettjiauze, a relation of Anundeiauze, 

SS7 558 559 
‘Jumhakiffna, pagoda, 600 
Izer, captain, 585 

Kalajlrt, the principal town of Damerla Ven- 
ketappah, 52S 531 532 533. 

Xaacal, 465 d.96 499 535 613 6ii\ 615 616 
617 6i8 620 621 629 630 631 

63s ^^73 704 738 

foit, 618 

Kellidars, 367 368 493 501 509 521 543. 

544 603 605 607 610 725 
Kennedy, colonel, 438 
Kilknme., 624 625 626 653 
King (French) 525 526 734 735 736 

or Maliaver of Tiavancoie, 564. 5^S 
566 706 , 

ofMyfore, ^36 637 678 679 685.686 
695 ^05 707 

of Tanjoie, 374 384. 437. 438 439 
465 507 550 601 603 615,620 677 
725 ' 

King’s artilleiy-men, 458 
preiogative, 724 
legiments, 590 
fliips, 659. 
tioops, 458. 725 
Kirchei, lieutenant, 652 653 
Kiftnaiow, a kellidar, 398 399 440 -',93 494 
495 496 499 500 501 625 626 630 632 
639 6^0 6^13 645 

Knox,, captain, 381 382 475 484 485 

488 

Kupm, river, 476 478 482 492. 493 494 
504 ,532 560. 685. 695 


La Joye, ferjeant-major of the gienadiers of 
Loiram, 529 530 
Lake, near E/oie, 476 477 ^ 

a town, N W of Arcot, 424 508 
Lalhput, 591 

Lall},M’- 367 36S 369 372 375 383 384 
387 394 399 402. ,407, 420 430 
431- 435 443- 444- 453- 454 


455 

45^ 

45S 

459* 

462. 

463. 

464 

469 

470. 

476 

477 

493 

496 

497 

498 

499 

516 

525 

526 

527 

530 

535 

538 

539* 

548 

549 

55° 

552 

553 

SS^ 

563 

571 

,572 5 

73 

574 

575 

576 

577 

CO 

CO 

584 

585 

586 

£87 

590 

592 

596 

597 

599 

602. 

603 

605 

6oq 

626 

627 

631 

633 

635 

636 

637 

638 

641. 

6a2 

643 

644 

645 

647 

649 

658 

659 

660 

662 

683 

685 

690 

693 

69s 

696 

698 

699- 

- 700 

703. 

704 

707 

708 

711. 

712 

713. 

7H 

716 

720 

721 

722 

723. 

726. 

734 

735 

736 

737* 

738 



Lalij’s battery, Foit Sr Geoige, 405 408 409 
410 412 413 415 416 417 418 
419 427 428 434. 435 436 A48. 


450 452 455. 

regiment, 390. 392 393 394 ,405 

5°0 529 538 545 574 “jSs 58,' 

588 660 661 662 663 665 668. 

670 703 722 727. 

Lambert, an aflive adventuier, 374 384 387. 

399 406 407 440 468 493. 494 
Lancemen, 568 

Lances, the arms of the Collenes, 568 
Lang, lieut 422 

Lafears, 369 423 446 449 457 604 615 

621 659. 710. 713 717 718 719 733 

Latour, lieutenant, 523 

Lavaiii, fupcnoi of the Jefuits, 708 719 721 


734 735 
Law, Mr 662 

Lawrence, col, 372 373 384 385 386. 387® 
388 441 457 462 463 524 534 
Lawrence’s baflioti, Fort St Geoige, 423 

garden hotife, 441 442 444 445 
Lenox, an Enghfli man of war, 71 1 
Little, lieut. 422 
Liverpool, an Enghfli fliip, 71 1 
Lorrain battery, Fort St Gemge, 405 409 410. 

416 418 423 433 434 448 450 

' 452 

regiment, 390 391 392 405 516. 

528 529 573 574 581 582 584 
585 587 588. 612 660 661 662 
663 665 668 670 680, 722 727. 
Louet, Mr governor of Mahe, 727. 728 


Maegregor, commanding 
728 733. 


officer at Gingee, 
Macquire? 



SECTION THE SECOND, 


Macguire, paymaflei to the army, 382, 
Maclean, captain, 477 485 487 
Macmahon, enfign, 595 682 683 
Macoas, blacks who row the Maffoolas, 6 1 7. 
Madngafcat , ijlaud , 51 1. 694. 695 yir. 
Maeiapcllan :, 376 

Madajs , l ^\ 372 373 374 376 383.384 
385 388 399' 400 41^ 424 425 

434 437 438 439 4S3 454 458 

459 461 463 464 465 466 468 

' 469- 470 47Z 4 73 474 477 493 

494 497 498 50Z 503 504 506 

508 509 510 511 513 525 5^8 

53Z 534 539 54^ 544 549 55° 

552 560 563 566 574- 575 576. 

589 590. S92 594 599. 603 604 
6x2 614 615 616 617 6t8 623 
624 625 ‘629 633 638 644 647 
649 650 633 654 65s 663 666 
678 679 687 690 698 700 703 
708.^711 ,714 746 720 722 723 
724 725' '726 728 733 734 737 
717 

Madiafs prefidency, 368 369 371 372 3S4 
385 388 419 457.462 463 464 465 468 

493 494 497 502 503 507 5 JO 515 539 

541 5'50 563 564 574 603 6x4 615 616 

624 629 633.643 649 654 663' 666 673. 

,679 684 686 706 707 724 725 726 727 

738 

Pondicherry, 665 680 681 683 
road , 395 525 

Madura , c \ iy , 467 468 496, 560.561 562 

563 569 . ' ; 

country , 467 468 496 499 534 562 
567. 368 -^9 638 639 .650 ,672 
^73 678 679. 686 687. 704 705 
fort, 560 1568 569 , . 

Male , on the coaft o { Malabai , 695 725 727 
728 732 

Mahomedally, 531 544 566 685 722. 
Mahomed Ally Cawn, 721 , ' , 

Huirein,'47.5; 

Mahomedan princes, 6ox, 

Mahomedans, 502 6ox. 

Mahomed Iflbof, 369 373 374- 375., 383 398 
.399 400 40X 402 406 407 40,8 414 424 
''42^5 429 430 434 438^440.442 445 459 
461 462 466 467 468 47 X 472 494,495 
496 534 560 561.562.563 564 565'566 
567569 625 652,639.650 672 705 7c6 

‘ Mainvjlle, a French 'cojumandef, ,524.-, 


VoJ:- IL 


Malahai, coaft, 441.468. 533. 643 695. 706 

717 73^ 

Malabars, 599 602 624 636, 

Malatnoodt, a village near Pondicherry, 687.' 
Malays, 507 
Maliaver, Or king, 564. 

Malrawze's wood, N W of Madrafs, 42 3 
Matiapat,S E of Tinivelly, 706 
Manooi, 612 624 626 
Manoiir, neai Permacoil, 6ro 
Maphuze Khan, 467 495 532 560. 56? 564, 
566 632 650 687 705 707 
Marmelong, a village, 443 447 
Martins, two French ofhcers, 640 652 653 684 
Malkelyne’s^rtx^/fW, N VV^ ot Port St George, 
425 

Malloolahs, 384 406 408 616. 617 69S. 703. 
Mafuhpatam , i ’] A , 383,462.472 473 474 475. 
476 477 478.481 482 483 484 490 491, 
492 493 503 504 508 534 554 555 557. 
558 559 596 737 

Mathifon, captain ol: the Falmouth, 617. 
Matlaver, a Polygar, 502 506 508 
Mattalaoy, fort, 732 

Mauntius , 572 401 693 694 695 721. 
Medway, an Enghfli man of war, 659 709. 
Meltapore Tanh , a large body of water, 386 3 87, 
Meredith, enfign, 553 654 _ 

Met gut , 616 

Michie, captain of the New'caftle, 515 

Minns, lieutenant, 523 

Minotaur, a French lliip of war, 512 5x4. 

> Moglietry, 555 , 

‘Mo/j«y',/ort and wood, ^554, 
jMolhtore, captain, 489 

^Mongalpaddy, a village m ^the diftu<fts''of Ane- 
iore, 440 ' 

Monfon, colonel, 470 497,501. 506 516 5x8, 
'519 52X 522 ' 523 543 586 592 6x2, 

, 613 615 616 617 621 623 624 629 

I 630 631 632 .644. 650 651 652 653. 

I 659 ,663 1665. 666. 667. 668.-669 670 
671 679 704. ^ , 

jMoonfoons,575. 509 527 533 534-656 657. 
iMoqre, captain, 515 531 546,548 549 
, ' major, 641. ,643 644-645 > 

(Moorifli horfe, 424 

lMoracin,Mr of the council, Pondichern--, 367 

37^ 372 424 554 555 55^ 557- SS« 

.559 :6x6. 7x9 723. 734. ' , , 

Moran, captain, 485 
Molarirow’, 373. 549' 550. 

Morattoesj 373, 424 464. 468, 4.69 490 491 

494. 

5 C 
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r,94. 495 50a 549. 550 55s. 5i;3 1 

S71 573 574 576. 57^ 579- 5^‘ 

£;83 488 590 ^91. 637. 6S4. 685 626 . 

693 696 703 708 712 714 715. 
iM()ravai<^, 374 384 550.561. 562.^563. 569 
7-5 

MoiC) captain. S6e Mooie. 

Morgaiij eiifign 551. 552 

Mortizally, ol Veloie, 464. 496 603 626. 638. 

725- 

Mount Dclh), 'a lemaikable I'cad-Iand, N of 77 /- 
hche>}y, 732 

Mount St. Thomct 374 3^4 3 ^ 5 * 3^6 3^^* 

389 401 407. 430 434. 440 441 
Muftoon Saheb, 685. 686 
Muleaz'ja'Iy, near Arcot, 550 
Munro, major Hector, 727. 728. 732. 

Mtmfiii cottah, a town, 555 

village, 539 540 
Murphy, heut. col 388 395. 

Murzafabeg, 367 372 374 470. 472. 
Murzafajing, 613 
Mtiflewack, 498 

Myers, captain, 667 668 , 

Myfore^ 468 636 637 673 674. 678. 679 

685 695 704' 733 
country^ 465. '467 
(itJiuBSi 640. 686. 

/o;/, 636 637 
government, 639. 

troops, 639 640. 641. 652. 653 678 

686 

Myforeans, 468* 636. 637 638 639 640 
641 642 643 644 645 647. 648 649 

650 651 652. 6531 654 655. '657 658 

673 677 678 679. 683 684 685 687 

704. 706 707. 


Nabob of Arcot, 367. 368 374 389 396 

424. 437 438 439. 463. 465.' 467 

468. 496 499 532 535 538 544 

546^ 550 552. 561; 564 566 597 

598. 599 601. 603 612 615 616 

620" "621 624 625. 626 629 630 
631 632 633 639 650 653 673 

679 685 687. 695 700 704. 705. 

714. 715 725 726' 

of Arcot’s brother, 424 494. 
of Arcot’s palace, 546 
of Arcot’s troops, 389 535. 616. 632 
639 650. 

of Arcot’s wife, 438. 439. 
of the Carnatic, 526, 


Nabob of Ciidapah, 54S. 

Nabobfliip, 560. 

Nabob’s camp, 62 5. 

’ government,' 566 

horfe,5oo 501. 536. 5;39 ^40. ^51, 
6do 

revenues, 649. 

Magote, 534 

Names, 732 ' ' > 

Nnjncull, a fort, N of Caroor, 6 78. 

Kai aJlngapO) a fort, 704 
Narraindeii, a Rajah, 554. 555 556. 557. 
Nauain Sauftry, a'Moraitoe officer, 494 502. 
505 506 

on the Godavat, 474 475 ^479. 
Nctttam^ 467 560. 562. 639 705 
Nazeabulla, brother to the Nabob of Arcot, 
37r. 424. 463. 503. 504 505. 509 527. 

' 531 '546 7^5 

Nazirjmg, 548. 

Negapatam, 369 396. 433 438 439. 496 503. 

507 510 535 614. 711. 712. 
roadt 524 525. ' 

Jdehfcrumy fort, 732 733. 
river, 732 

NeUtlangavtlk^ 565 567. 569' 705 706 707. 
AWsrf, 367 371. 424. 463. 503. 504 509. 

5^7 531* 546. 725* 

Newcaftle, an Englifh fltip of wai, 512 513, 


515 709 

ldiconu/n,z village, 553* 

Nizamally, 475 476. 491. 492. 493 504,- 
526 532 547 

Nizamalmuluck, 532 , 

‘Ntzamapatam, 492 

Norfolk, an Englifh fliip of war, 643 703. 708. 
711 

Norognha, a Portuguefe monk, 637 

Noru':, Mr, member of the council, Madrafs, 

439 - 

O’Kenelly, colonel, 545 
O’Kennedy, colonel, 607. 608 609 
On^ole, 509. 

400. 

Orixa, 555' 560' 

Oul^arry, a village near Pondicherry, 645 646. 
661 662. 665. 666. 667. 668 671. 687. 
710 713 719. 

Outarnaly, 567 

[Outatoor, 398 '536. 53 ^* 539 * Tltatoor, 
Oiitramahe, 469.^ 516. 538. 575. 576 577. 

. 590 591.604. 

Pagodas) 
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367. 371. 397 * 399 434 502. 503 
551 55^ 573 597- 598 599 600. 601 

652. • , 

Pnlanccirl , 495 * 5 ^ 1 * 5^’7 5^8 

Pnlmcatc , 429 454 

Pnitnt , a rncr, 372. 374 3S4 399 4x5 

469 494 498 53? 537 538. 549 550 

553 57 ' 572 573 574 575 - 57 ^- 59 ° 

59 ' 658 695 757 
Pnli . jrfl , llockndc, 31, 

Pwn -, rncr, 633 634. G\z 684 687 691 
697. 698 

Pandnrun s, fool plunderers, 571. 

rnntlicr, nn Englifli man of war, 643 709. 

Prt/r;;//7nijwe/, a low n, 549. 572* 

P/I/;/, 734. 

Parlnmcnt of Pari'/, 735. 

Pnfee , a village. 517. 

P ifcall, captain, 304 457. 

Patpa Brammv's CloJto ^ 4^2 469 
PM^Cy a fort, 377. 383 400 472. 473. 474 

^^75 557 „ 

Peers, major, 728 

Pcllot, Mr of the parliament of Pans, 737. 
Perarmkf , a mud fort, 659 
Pe/;/w, river, 504 509 527 533 
Peons, 374 399 564 672 673 679 7 c6 
Pfitmhi , a hill, near Pcndtchoiy , 610 On 612. 

632 641. O42 643 644 645 O46 647 

650 653 654 O56 O58 0 (k 672 688 

Pern ami , a fortified rock, 605 606. Oio 612 
613 624 635 636 644 651. G52 

Pafia , 415 

gulf'l of, 693 ' 

Pe///i/;j, or tow ns, 478 479 516 517 
Pigot, Mr governor of i ort bt George, 388 
399 400 401 415 429 434 457 592 

654. 656 700 714. 718 720 724 726 


pm ^ t ^ 

/'34 /a/ 

Pigot’s baflion, Port 


St 


George, 409. 410 


’ 423 427 
Pitans, 548. 

Piicltancinh , a fortified Pagoda , on the bank of 
the Cokroon , 539 597 600 
Pitt, the company’s lliip, 50 guns, 368 

503 590 

Pocock, Admiral, 368 369 371 395 419 
507 510 512 513 524. 525 533 534 
604 631 

Poete, Chev alicr, 558 559 560. 582 585 
Pciu Pedias , 5 1 1 

Policr, Major, 593. 394. 393 496. 497. 
PohpoH , a village, 372, 373 


Pollar /, 687 

Polloic , foit, N of NeloiC, 509 527. 

Polvgars, 374 384 399 430. 440, 463. 464, 
465 467 495 502, 504 505 508. 509, 

527 528 531 532. 561 563. 564 565, 

566 600 632 639 673 684 687. 705, 

706 707 725. 

Pcnttamallle ,, 424 464 498 574 See Pon- 
domalce. 


j Pondt , a village, near Tanjorc, 439 
Poiidichcnj , 368 370 372 374 375 397 
399 400 415 419 424 426 

433 436 45 ' 452 453 45 ^ 

458 459 462 464 465 466 

468 469 470 474 489 49 1 

494 495. 496 497 498 499. 

503 507 509 510 515 517, 

524 525 526 527 530 531 

533 - 534 535 537 538 549 

550 556 557 558 561. 566. 

574 577 590 592 595 59^ 

597 599 ^0' ^°2 603 604 

605 610 612. 613. 614 615. 

6x6 619 621. 622 624 626. 

627 631 655 636 637 638 

639 640 641 642 643 644 

646 651 632 653 654 655. 

656 657. 658 639 663 663. 

678 681. 684 685 6S6, 687. 

688, 691 692 693. 694 695. 

607 6 q 8» *700 7^3 7^4 7^7* 

708 709 710 711 712 715, 

716 720 721 722 723 724. 

725 726 727 731 732. 734. 

, 735 736 737 738 739- 

Ocund ledge , 663 

Pcrdomalce , 373 384 388. 49S. See Pon- 
damallCc. 


Pom , 494 * 

Portuguelc company, 660, 661. 

monk, 037. 

Picfidencics, 303 726. 

Prcfidcncy of Bengal, 493. 558 650. 

of Madrafb, 368 369 371. 372 

383. 385. 388 419 457 462 

463. 464 465 468 493 494 

497 502 

539 541 

603 614 

633 Ho 


503 507 510 515. 
550 563 561. 574 


615 616 624 (129.' 
649 654. 663 666 
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673. 679 684 686. 706. 707 
724. 725 726. 727. 738 

Prefion, 
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Prefton, capt 372. 395 398 399 402 406 

407 408 414 415 424 ‘429 430 431 

434. /j56 ^^0 45b’ 462 469 515 519 

^20> 521 542 60J 654 650 65^ 659 

679. 684 (’87 69 J. 692 696 69S 699 

703 704. 715 725 731 
Protefloi, file fliip, 512 703 709 
Pudicotah,-a. mud fort on the Caven, 673 674. 
686 

Pudncotah, the princij)al town of the Pol)gai 
Tot! dt man, 632 
Pulttlcate, 498. 711 

Puhtaver, 467 495 561 563 564 565 566. 
567 569 632. 705. 707. 

Queenfborough, an Enghfli flnp of war, 512 
534 709 

Pajahmundriim, a toun> 376 377 382. 383 
472 474 480 481 482 559. 

Rajahs, 375 376 377 378. 

Rajah’s camp, 377 
officers, 3 75 

t-oops, 377 378-381 383 
Rajahfaheb, 368 374 399 415 425 526 
527 592 638 712 720 722. 

Raillard, lieutenant, 499 500 501. 

Ramahnga, a Malabai, 624 
Ramatilly, a foit, 732 
Rangapillah's chotthty, 652 654 
Rangaiow, of Thiagai, 367 
Rajhivandutr^ 703 See Kifliavandum 

a town, E of Gingee, 653 656 
657 684 687 691 692 698 703 
Red Jidlj a laige collcftion of fand lulls, near 
Pondicherry, 610 611 626 627 629 644 
646 647 652 653 657 658 660 666 
672.688 710 

Revenge, an Enghfh man of war, 510 534 
Rheddis, 465 466 467 

Rtjliavaiidnin, a fort, N E of Elavanafore^ 699 
Robins, Mr planned the prefent foin'fication of 
Madrafs, 402 
Robfon lieutenant, 411 
Roman religion, 720 72J 728 
Reyal lajiion, Fort St Geotge, 405 409. 

Sadra/s, 395 397 398 406 407 409 458 
459 498 538 544* 5/6 71 1. 720 
fort, 453 

Saint Denjs, a French officer, 463. 

Louis, a French flnp of war, 512. 513 
galabadjing, 474 475 476 481. 482. 483 


490 491 492 493 504 526 532 554. 
737 

Salaivau}-, 372 399, 538 
Salifbiiry, maiiofwai, 512 5x3 514 51^ 631, 
634 697 7x1 

Samel Cotah, a fort, SS7' SS^ 559' 

Sam<avetam, 5391 540 55X 552 597 598. 
600 6or. 

Sampetiow, 531. 532 548 
Samfon, captain of the Hardwicke, 490 556 
557 ' 

Sand tjland^ Pondichctry^ 70X. 7x2 
Sangan:, a town oii the Pennar, 527 
ISaubinet, Mr 367 373 394 
I Scot, Major, 671 

|!Seid Muftoon, the nabob’s agent, a*- Tanjore, 
i 438* 

;Sepo}s, Enghfli, 368 369. 372 373 374: 

377 378 379 380 38J 382 383 

384 3S6 387 388 389 391; 396 

397 398 4.00 401 407 408 4x1 

412 414. 416 4x7 418 419 42X 

422 423 427 428 429 431 432. 

' 433 434 435 43^ 439* 44° 44^ 

444 445 446 447 448 449 4S°* 

45 r 452 453 455 457 459 4^3 

464 466 467 468 470 471 472 

475 477 479 48° 484 485 487 

4»8 489 494' 495 499 Soci 501 

502 503 505 5c8'5x5 518 523 
527 531 535 536 537 538 539 

541 542 543 '546 549 551 552 
553 558 560 561 563 564 565 

572 573 575 577 578 579 580 

582 583 584 588' 589 591 592 

599 600 6oi 603 604 605 606- 

607 6 g8 609 610 613 614 615 

62 X 622 623. 624 625 627 628. 

629 632 633 634. 638 641 642. 

643 644 645 647 64S 649 ^50 

651 '652 654 656 657 658 660 

663 666 669 671 672 673 674 

675 676 677 678 680 68x 682- 

683 687 691 692. 696 698 699 

704 706 713 7x8 725 726. 729 

730 73X 733 738 

Fiench, 367 372 374 377 378 379- 
380 381. 386 387 389 395 596 

397 398 399 401 4°7 4” 4^6 

417. 424 425 430 431. 436 440 

443 444 445 44^ 447 454 459 

463 471 474 475 477 480 4^6 

489 493. 495. 495 502. 504 



SECTION THE SECOND. 



506 

508 

518 

533- 

535 

539 

540 


541 

542 

544 

546 

547 

548 

549 


551 

551 

555 

556 

558. 

567 

574 


575 

578 

579 

582 

583 

5S5 

587 


590 

591. 

592 

595 

597 

598 

599 


600 

6ji 

604 

605 

607 

628 

609 


610 

613 

614 

615 

623 

624 

625 


626 

628. 

629 

630 

631 

633 

637 


638 

619 

640 

6/J.4 

645 

652 

657. 


658. 

660 

66 r 

666 

675 

676 

682. 


683 

634 

686 

69T 

692 

698 

699 


702 

714 

729 

730 

731 

732 

638 

Set n'gabatam. 

the capital 

of 

463 

673 

678 

685 

695 





Sa ingli an 466 5 c c 

1 535 

• 538 

54; 

545 

549 

550 

55 • 

552 

553 

573 

596 

597 

598 

599 

600 

6oi 

615 

639 

704 

737 


Shailelbuiy, Eafl Indiaman, 425. 426 427 

CO 

429 

433 436 44^ 452 454 




Shanavazc Khan, 475 
Shenccttah pafs, 565 569 
Sherlock, captain, 571. 575 577 
Sholavahrlen^ 672* 

SJm audaJi, 564 

Srdapct, or the httkn.ount, ^84 401. 

Siguier, Mr of the parliament of Pans, 737. 
Smith, Mr engineer, father of captain Jofeph 
Smith, 402 

captain Jofeph, 369 372 383 402. 

419 420 437 458 465 466. 498 
507 535 539 541 551 562 597 

59S 599 6oo 6 ot 615 616 617 

618 620 621 622 630 650 , 
major, 666 667 668 670 671 681. 
682 683 704 

captain Richard, 369 372 458 535 
536 537 539 540 55r 597 600 

615 617 621 673 674 675 676 

677 678 679 686 687 704 707 
captain Stephen 591 592 603 604 
725 728 779 730 73 r 733- 
lieutenant Stephen, 394. 

Somerfet, captain of the Cumberland, 5i5< 
Sommers, ferjeant, 599 
Soolcbgur^ a fort near Tnnomaly, 625 
Soupire, Mr 367 370 384 401. 407 462. 
469 470 736 

Soiithfea Callle, an Englifli man of war, 711 
Stevens, admiral, 512 513 631 654.655 656 
^57 659 688 691 697.703 711.726 727 
Stewart, captain, 47 1 
St David's, 503 

^V. George’s bajlwi, Fort St. George, 409 413. 


s 

St Geotge, a fort on a hill near 717.7^4 727. 729, 
730 731 733 
Helena, 631 

Joftph's bajlwn, Fcvdtclin)^, 716 717 719 
Thomas's mount, 373 441 

ledoubt, Ponditheuy, 683 687 638. 
701 702 712 

Thome hajlnn. Fort St George, 413 429. 


430 433 

;77?f;,384 385 388 443 446 447. 
load, 387 '396 397 411 448. 

449 451 

town. 374 384 385 386 387, 
396 400 401 406 407 408, 
\ 475 430 436 452 456 

Subadhar, or Captain, 620 634 6S2 692 
Subah, 483 504, 

of the Decan, 504 526 
Subderally Cawn, 544 

Sunderland, an Engli/li man of war, 36S 512,. 

513 514 710 
'Surajali Dowlah, 720 
Slit at, cajlle, 725 

faaoiy, 727 733 

Surville the elder, a French captain, 514., 
town, 528 531 533 


Talthvei am, near Manooi, 612 
Tamarind grove, in the middle of the Red HiU, 
658 666 
ledoubt, 660 662 

Tanjee, 374 384 399 4:4 436 437 438 439. 

440 461 465 507 536. 537 550. 

601 603 6'i5 620 

ctainiiy, 369 396.493: C03 509 

6^5 623 624 650 673 677 704 

725 

TAnjorincs, 495 496 

Tanh, a large body 01 refervotr of water, 386 
Telhchtrry, on the Mnlabai coafi, 604 643 725, 
727 728 732 

465 466 467 639 
Thames, an Englidi fliip, 383 400 
Thames, 1 ivei , 632. 

Thiazai,'^^'] 398 399 440 493 494495- 
496 499 501 509 53^ 616 620 625 636 

6'7 638 639 640 643 6^4 648 652 654 

657 679 683 684 686 691 692 693 696 

697 698 699. 703 704 70S 714 715 725. 

731. 

Tmeiy, 368 502 592 603 

Tinivellj country, 369 4^7 4^^ 495 4^9 53 ^ 

' 534 562 563 566 568 638 639. 

672 705. 706 707. 

Ttt'ivelly 



INDEX TO 


'Tim'Vtlly iltJlnBs, 565 

/ow;;, 467 560. 563 564 565. 569 
633 705 706 707. 

Tirimlomg, a village, 577. 

Tobin, an interpieter, 719 
Tondiman, 374 384 399 414 /\6i 495 496 
550 561 563 569. 6co 632 650 673 677 
Tondrjammi, a town, 604 605 607 610 612 
613 

TopalTes, 388 461.468 489 491 493 535 536. 
539- 54-6 558 560 623 640 643 64s 653 
666 698 729 733 

7 o/a/w, a mud fort, 551 552 598 601 
T) avquehm , 437 507 614 619 691 696 
700 704 711. 

Ti avaiicofc, ^60 564 565 566 567 706. 
Tiavancorci, 566. 567 569 
Tricalo)c, fort, near Trutcmalcc, 496 625 643. 
Trtchwiungahrn, awillagc, 610. 611.612 641 

644 

Titcolme^ a fortified pagoda, 398. 399 440 
641 

Timahcdy foit, 440. 

Tinnetcheny^ a village, 553. 

Ti tmltiLttflh a town on the Ikiits ofMalrauzc’:, 
■wood, 424 430. 431 434 
Trmuddi, an outpoft, 571 
TuncanamaUc^ in the tjland of Ce^lon^ 510. 51 1. 

, 533 - 
bny, 507. 

Tunomalcc, iCi’J 591 603.604.625.638 650 
653 654 657 686 691 697.703 708.711. 
Tripaffout, 373 374 388 
Tnpairore, 424 454464 498 505 515 546 
Tit-Fe 7 t!iadore^ 49^, 

Tripeity, 371. 372-^4 494 502 504 505 
Sdb 508 509 53J 546 641 
Tt iplicane h\ idgc, 386 387 396 

uver, 385 386. 387. 38S. 389 397. 
411. 

village, 397 401. 452* 

Ti tlchnopoly, 369 374 383. 396 398 414 

419. 438 439 440 458 465 466 467. 

494 495. 496 497 499- SOI 503. 507 

509 524. 534 535. 537 538 539 541 

547 549 - 550- 551- 552 562 590 597 

5^8 599 600 601 615. 617 620 621 

625 629 630 636 639 649 650 673 

67^ 675 676 687 7C4 707 726 732 

738 

Ttivadt, r\t&r Pondtehet ly, 495. 496 499 629 
631 640 641. 642. 645 647. 652, 658. 

-^97 699. 


Tiivalore, 4S4. 

Ttivambou, a \ ilhge with a pagoda, 407. 4T4, 
Tiivanalore, 4^0 641. 

Tiivamloo), a fort near Tiinomnlet, 625. 
Tuvaime, 367. 369. 470 493. 494 497, 515, 
516. 527. 542. 549. 571 572 573. 574, 
575 576- 

Tuckcalalieb, goveinor of Vandiwafli, 516. 
Turnci, enfign, 642. 652 
Tutacorvt, 566 567 706. 707 
bay, 468 

Tygci, an Englifli fliip of war, 512. 513. 515. 
688, 690. 7 1 1. 

Utatooie, /^(iG 535 539 540 551 552.597, 
. 598 600 Stc OutatoD! , 

UtatDO), ftreights, 509. 

Fadaglicni, ^Gl 564 565’ 

Veddoie, 399 577 596. 61 1. 612. 624 626. 

627 628 029. 631.632 635.636 
638 641 646 651.652 653 658. 
fort, 626. 627. 

redoubt, bound-hedge, Pondicherry, 660. 
661 665 666. 668 669 670. 671 
680. 716 717. 7x9. 
road, 652. 

FandiwaJIi, ‘gG'j. 372 399. 469. 470 497. 502. 
510. 515 516. CI7 527 528 530 531. 

533 535 - 537 542 ' 543 544 546. 549. 

550. 553 565 571 573 ' 574 5 ^ 5 , 576 - 

577' 580 582 588 589 590 591 597. 

599 601 602 604. 605 615 624. 625, 

636 650 653 712 716 737 738. 
Famainbady, valley, 496 
Vnflerot, captain, 434 442 443.458.590.642 
671 

Vaughan, captain, 471 

Felme, 424 464 496 544 549 603 626 637-. 
638 725 

Kendahre, a town, 373 384 408 414 447. 
574 

Vengeur, a French fhip of war, 512. 5x3. ' 
VenhtagheiTi, the place of refidence of Bangar 
Yatcliam, 528 

Fenlivahm, in the hills, S of Gingec, 684 
FeiainallytZ. fort, 732 

Feidachelum, 536 539 631 632. 633 639. 
684 704 

Veidiere, a French col 370. 

Viart, chevalier, French commander of Alam- 
parvah, 613 

Ftcravandi^ 495 624. 625. 633 684 

Fillaporutiti 



SECTION THE SECOND. 


P'tllapotwr, 399. 44.0. 624. 625 626. 633. 640. 
641 692. 698 

J''tUeme^ a fort iieai the Red Hill. 399 6 .o. 

61J 612 627 628 629 636 638 
644 645 646 647 648 649. 652 
653 654 656 661 662 6^9.710 
720 

tcdouit, bonnd-liedge, Vondiclierry, 665 
666 667 670 671 716 719 722 
f^i^arcc, a village, 389 429. 430 431 
nzngrpatam 375 376 377 383 400 473 

473 474 481 SS4 5^^^ 59^ 

Vizcramiauzt, 492 554 
Viziatiagaumi, the capital of j^nunderauzct 481 
554 559* 

Vizvazypiint, a Morattoeofficei, 685 695 703 
704 708 714 715 

Volcondahi 440 499 509 516 535 599 615 
616 620 621 625.626 639 663.704. 
Voltaire, Mr 737 

JVhcalmaiwm diftii^ls, 49a 
T1''aJIanelo\e fort 567 568 705. 

Watfon, admiral, 698 699^, 


Weymouth, man of wai, 512. 513. 514 515, 
711 

WiIcoa, enfign, 502 505,506 508 
Wood, captain, 508 546 548. 590 592 593. 
624 625. 626 

IVoom and mountains of Eangar Yatcham Naigue, 
371 

VVootamally, a Polygar, fort and wood of, 564. 
JVo) 101 epollnm, Polvgar, 725, 

Yalore See Elore, 474. 

Yanam^ 557 

road, 474 

Yarmouth, an Englifh man of war, 512. 513. 
514 515 631 

Yorke, captain, 280 484 485 486 487. 559. 
560 

York, an Englifti Ihlp, 71 1. 

Zemindar of Narfipore, 475 479. 

Zemindars, or landholders, 482 

Zqdiaque, a French Ihip of war, 512, 513 514, 

Zultacar Jung, 504 587 590. 592.626. 


Luke Hanfard, Printer, 

Great Turnftile, Lincoln’s-Inn Fields. 



